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SEMI-ANNUAL CONKFERENOCE.

Tue Fifty-slxth Semi-Anoual Confer-
euce of the Choprch of Jesus Chrlst of
Latter-day Saints will be held in the
new BStake House, izt Cozlville, Snm-
mit Counhy, U. T., on Wednesday,
QOctober 6th, 1886, at 10 a.m. All the
officers and memberas who can attend
are cordially fovited.

INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY
IN “MORMONISM.»
.

DuriNGg the 'Insane assanlt upon
‘‘Mormonlam’ which was opened hy
the passaze of the Edmonds Act, sl
the force and wachinery of the judicial
power buve been bronght to bear upon
8 peaceable community, whose do-
mestic policy affected noe one but them-
selves, and who have preven thelr in-
tegrity to thelr convictions by unim-
peachable evidence. And what has
been accomplishcd? A pomber of
individuals have been incareerated in
Brlson whiletheir wives and children

ave been deprived of their presence
and support, and the great body of the
people have been welded togerher in
cloger uniun, their falth has beeu con-
firmed and they have been made firmer
in their determination to sustain eacn
other and hold ¢gn to that which. they
are more than ever convivceed i5 true
and divins.

A verr few have been Induaced to
bend the knee and make promises that
were supposed to be agreeable to the
chief aciors in the antl-‘-Mormon"
drama. They merely formed excep-
tlons to the rule of strict adherence to
principle, and the effect of their de-
parture has provea absolutely ail

1o the deslred direction. It has
but served to shock the sense
of the fauithtul, and act as a

warolog to the weak, The institutlon
tbat kay been assalled has remained
untouched. It is onl{ the pergons pun-
ished and taeir families who have been
injured, exeept 8o far as the damage
doune to business interests and the paiu
inBicted upou relstives apd sympu-
thiziog friends may be taken into ac-
count.

What seems 10 bc wented and “ex-
pected is that the hody ef the 'Mor-
mon”’ people wiil till down upon toeir
knees, abjore their uttachment to one
of the sallent featnres of thelr faith,
promise to put the laws of man beforc
the commandments of God and
exalt the hnmano above the divine.
Thik, It is thovght,will canse the wholse
# yiormon®’ Church to collapse and the
victory will be won. But, after some
reuts of judicial persecutiou, compre-

ending the perversion of an unjust
luw and the extenslon of jts penalties
away beyond its utmost rationsl mean-
iog and the jntent of its promoters, ot
& step has been taken in the directlon
sought. There i8 no indication of
weakness on the part of the people as-
salled, nor of shrinking in regard to
thelr contidence In thelr rellgion or
their fealty to their sacred covenants,

Tne reuson of this seems ditticult of
compreliension teo  their enemies.
Many, no doubt believe the statement
made in open court by District Attor-
pey Dickson, that it is the overmaster-
tuy power of the Church which induces
men, when a lonthsome prison yawns
to receive them for protracted periods,
to dectine lberty at the cost of their
consclepces. It is supposed that ihe
Church exerclses some sort of terror-
fsm over its members, by which they
nre forced to refuse lreecoin when
in opposition to its decrees. The
whole idea is a fallacy. It bas-po
foundation in fact. The Church has
potinteriered with the iree ageocy of
any mpan. It has not lostructed any
person 1o refuse te make o promise of
uny kind to the courts, It has pot ex-
communicated any member for makipg
such a promise,

Further than that. The Church bas
not commanded or compelled or cg-
erced any mMAL Or WOlNan te enter into
ploral marriage or do anything else, iy
deflance of the Edmunds law. Ali the
fulminations of judges, attorneys,
editors, lecturers, politicluns and
Prieat.s charging this agaost the

‘Mormon'Church are entirely untrue.
The wora and will of the Lord on the
subject of celestial marriage are before
the world and bave been since 1832,
The Acts of Congress passed in oppo-
sition thereto, cne ten years and the
otber thirty I\;ears sobsequent, nre also
on record. Kvery mun and woman in-
terested 18 free to take such s conrse
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The Church excommubicates

The oppouenws of *Mormooism®’
secmdelermined nOt to take 1 iutional
and cojrect view of the attitude of the
**Mormwon® people. They have imagin=
ed up soine extraordinary hold of 1he
Church upon its members thut Las no
exlstence, snd they canbot compre
hend the fact of fndividual conviction
and individual choice. Say what they
will, the same determination and co-
durance anlmatc the Lutter-day bainis
in this matter as were exhibiteq by the
varly Christiuna who sufered ut
Rowme, the so-called beretics who
were made victims to, the Iongyisition,
the martyrs under both Catholic
and (Protestant rule, and aill
who haye rafused to recunt at the com-
mandiol tyrants and higots in Church
und State. ‘This may be sneered at asl
‘‘cheap muriyrdom*’ hf; a soulless and
merecenary attoroey, but jt means s
great deal to them apnd thelc famiiles,
xud {s as strdnz and rich a token tp
God and the world of their devotion
to principle us they have the oppor-
tunity to exhiblt. Perbhaps if their
accuser were to change places he
would find gthe voluntary martyrdom
not quite so **cheap;’’ butit is not at
all likely that priociple would weigh a
feather with  him  when  balunced
against present personal advantage,

The immense strength of the “Mor-
mon’' bady consists largely of the in-
dividual faith of i1ts wmembers. They
are pot dependeat upon aby man,
living or dead, for their ineans of spir-
itusl support and personual stapdicg.
Tbey ur¢ free agents, Tney nave 1o
work out their own salvation. They
most chooge their own eourse. They
are guided by fuspiration to them-
selves. They are dovoted to a canse
which they bave have become con-
vinced is.divine. They cannot prove
recreant to it and retain their own
self-respect. They would “have no
coufidence in themselves if they re-
pudiated uny teuet of thelr creed. They
would bave nofaith that God wonld
hear their prayers if they proved uu-
Lruehto their own knowiedgo of the
truth.

When Jonas Lindberg, threatened
with an nojust and illegal three-fold
sentence, was offered freedom on nak-
ingjthe reguired promise and was urged
1o wait till next morning before he ge-
cided, he agswerea: "My conscience
will not chatige by t»-morrow."” That
i the mind of the body of the people.
Muttipliedisenteuces ‘will not change
thelr consclences. Toe merciless and
unscrni)ulous course pursued towards
them will have the very opposite effect
intended. Italways was so. It aj-
ways mmust be 8o with slncere religion-
ists. Notihiug thut hes been done in
the Coufts slnce the extreme and
vindictive enforcement of the 'Ed-

[monthsuud flning him $300 snd costs--
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dividuosl, and so must be their course
whether fo relution 0 luw or gospel.
I is this persopal but siwmilar and
anited posisiop that the ensinies of
“Mormonism’’ bave Lo weet, and they
wlll find it jusurmoonstable and im=
pregnable. :

MR. DICKSON AS A “MARTYR™
' MAKER.

Ix the abusive tirade delivered in the
Third District Court on Monday ai-
ternoon against his ‘*Mormen’’ vic-
tims und the Conreh to which they be-
lopg, Mr. District Attorney Dicksonr
characterized the sending of a Latter-
day Baint to the Penitentiary for six

the tult peaulty prescribed by the Ed-
mands lJaw—as u species of cheap mar-
tyrdowm. The gentleman inculcated a
trath io his remudrk. He was right in

characterizing the sufferiug which his
victima are wiling to codure as mar-
tyrdom, but be 13, as usual, & thou-
sapnd miles wide of the inark
s his estimate ot the cost. ‘I'he price
is 8o high that none would accept of it
i they could avold it without dolng
violetice Lo their conscience, of the ex-
lstence of which Mr, Dickson is ap-
pureutly not sware, He evidently cuu-
not nonderstund that the ‘‘*still small
voice’ can huve a lodyment 1n those
whowm be hates,and his ¢ourse does not
indicute that he carries much of the
article in stock himsell. Oue would
look in vain fov )ndications of it in his
official conduct, when *Alormons’ ure
the objects of his pursuit.

Uf course tbe admission of the ele~
ment of wartrydom lu the position as-
sumed by Latter-gay Saiuts—or ap
overwhelming majority of them—ijn the
yresent legal and judiclal crusade
against them and their religion, was
lnadvertant on Mr. Dickson’s part.
The price, however, was not of toat
character. ‘U'he whnole expression was
inignded a8 an insult, the source of
which is, however, uuly considered,
Inagvertznt or otherwise, the ndmis-
gioh 18 correct. Here is Webster's
definition of & *‘martyr:"’ o

(1) VUne who by s death bears
wiiness to the truth of the Gospel;
uis Stephen was the hr
Christtan  martyr. (2) Heace, one
who sucrifices bis lite, bis siution, or
what 18 of great value to uim, for ihe
sake of principle, or to sustiain ul
cause."

‘The definition of the word when
used as un active verb, hits Mr, Dick-
son where he hives:

munds Act commenced, bas bad any

tendeucy to wenkeu the fzith or camse

any waverlng among twe ‘*Mormon®
people. Onthe contrary, it has deep-
ened their devotion to "their copvic-
tious and stimulated thelr conscien-
tives resolutions.

itis notlear of men, voref a Church,
nor of anvthiog ecclesiastical, which
lnduces mento lﬁecunc Daking 8 mere
verba] prowise which would secure
their Mberty. There (s uothineg of thut
charucter tnat threatens them. If any
such element a5 fesr lrures.in thelr
motives, It §s fear to do wrong,

tv  disgrace themselves In their
own eyes, to  reoounce their
familics, who  would naturally

and deservedly despise them, Lo act
dishoborably 1n the sizht of God und
all just people whe understand the
situation. The promise which is to be
extorred {rom those who are wesk
enough to submit, cotnprehends the
désertion of loving and trusting wives
who have been the 1aithful motbers ot
theitchitren; the repndistion ol those
dear companions in violation of sacred
covenamas Lo love, cherish and sapport
them; the branding of their pames with
infamy;, the separation of littie chil-
dren Irom thelr mothers or else from
their lathers: the uiter avojdabce in
poblic uud private, of the objects of
1ond affection for years; the course of
a csoundrel and a villain, |

Tuis 18 what men,are urged to do on
the glittering promise of cxemption
from vile imprisonment. W hut prowpts
them Lo refuse? A church? A priest-
ly edict? A pressure from any source
of that kind? NO! Itis the voice oi
conscience, the pleadings of affection,
the ingunct of honor, the power of
faith, the determination not to yield
willingly to wrong. Andlil is an indi-
viduul wactter. “I'roe, it 15 endorseq
by the community. It isapplavded by
the pood and thetrne, Kveushonorable
“Gentiles” cannot withhold tneéir ap-
probation. No one approves of the
shameful protsise but the maliclons,
the vindictive and those who piace lit-
ue orno value on a verbal agréemnent,

It is useless for the chief workers in |
ibe movement ugainst wbe “Mormons?
to try to make the Charck responsible
for i1he tetusal of convicted men to
pledge themse'ves us required by the
courts. The world will nind out thay
individual responsibility iy a tenet of
“Mormonism."” Lach person receives
the Gospel for himself. Kvery one
must stand or. fall for hhinself. The
truth is proclaimed, the word of the
Lord is reiealed, and the straitand
parrow way Is opened. Nobody is
forced to enter or continue therein. Al
people will be jodged for their .own
deeds. No one will stand in the stead
Ol znother. There is 10 compulsion,

(1) To put to death for what pne
beileves to be the truih; to sacrifice
on #cconnt of faith or profession. {:
Lo wmurder; 1o destroy. (3) To perse-
cute as & Martyr; t0 wormeut; to
torture."

‘The cost_of) “'Mormon' marlyrdom
is, in Mr. Dickson's eyes. vxcevdingly
small, and there-fore be goes be-
yond ull precedent to make It as
great as pusslble. But no one be-
lleves that he ls a it dnd proper per-
#00 10 ustimute the price ol the article.
It would be ubsurd to place bim in the
i»osil.ion of a Just judge ob the subject.
t wounid be a hideous moekery, for
thlg renson: HMe is, according 1o Web-
ster, practically the one—becsuse tne
Judge appears to cuta minor dgure In
the matter—who persecutes, torments
und tortures. Heason wonld suggest
that those wWho are the victims of those
processes arefin; & better position to
Judge of their chara¢tes than he, While
he only feels delight in the Iuflictions
iwposed, it is the victims who feel the
pangs; therelore they alone know their
Ical nalure,

Most, if pot all, of those who are

can logk .opon'such scenes, and then
let Lis mindirevert to what pe bas resd
lucregard “te the Spanish Inquisition
and Imagine,” if hecan, a perultel in
s0me bigoted monk of those times who
touk pleasure in directing that the
aspkle-crusher be given un additional
Wist, that he mirhe glut his iron soal
over the shriek of a victim. These
pide-shows—greeted with jeers and
boHow muckery from those wbo have
neither consclence por morality—
should be counted as a part of the cost
of martyrdom in these peculiar times.

it is cheap in Mr. Dickson’s estima-.
tion for i man to he torn for six months
irom the midst of his domestic circie,
and from every social amenity. To be
a thonsand tines Worse than dead for
thatlengt: of time. To be compelled
to lodge in a prison which is untit for
the Jlodgwent of human beings,
and to be wuthderr the nDeces-
sity of associatioy with some of
the most depraved mep on ezrth. To
be deprived of the privilege of support-
ing those dependent on the sufferer for
maintepance, with the knowledze also
that their hearts are sorrowful on ac-
codnt of his condition. This is what
Lhe District Attorney calls cheap mar-
tyrdom, and he goes outside oi the
provisions of the law to make it as
costly in the matier of suffering us pos-
sible. He also goes outside of every
huipane seutiment.

The District Attorney js manufuc-
turing tor himself a little *‘cheap' no-
torlety. It is built on «croclty, whose
product is luestimalge human distress.
‘I'bese furnish the foundation, while
00 sech materia]l as magnanimity,
mercy or justice can be found in the
ephemeral superstructure. There be-
ing no- enduring  elements in the cow-
ponent parts It will] soon be scat-
ered by a breath. Eteroal disappoint-
ment i3 the natural oulcomo of his
course. Make 4 pote of it.

TEACH HIM A LESSON.

Has iDtstrict Attorpey Dickson no
frlend candidienough to tell him how
he appeara in the cyes of decent peo-
ple, when he takesffadvanlage of his
position to browbeat women and be-
rite juexpericnced wituesses? We
have long since ceased to expect that

e Contt will protect the unfortunate
people who are forced upon the wit-
ness stand ags pst thelr will, to be jn-
terrogated oo matters thutjought to be
kept strictly private. When the Judge

bececomes as  biiodly fapatic and
insapnely  vindlctive as the iu-
sulting und  rabld attorpey, it

would b¥ vain to hope tor decent
treatment of meu und women drapgged
before them Lo be examlved. Inthe
courts of the 0ld world, wherc sowe
dizpity Is preserved, no member of the
bar would retain the standing of u gen-
tleman, or be permlited to play the
bully toward witnesses without a
reprnmabd and an iotimation of for-
ther and more potent revrobation if
the offense shonld be repeated,
Witnesses are not boulid 1o look just
to suit Mr, Dickson, norhas e any
right as a lawyer or a sov-
ernment official  to  shout  at
them ia a brut:! mauoer, or act
in wny way to intimldate or
insult them. Messys. Shecks anod
Youug properly endcavored to shield
Mrs. M. F. Higgins from Mr. Dick-
son's violence onr  Wednesdiy,ibut
ought not to have beew;placed in the
position requiring such interfertnce;
b was the duty of the Courst to rebuke
the overbearing“und jnsolent Umb of
the law fwho 805 presnmed upon his
positlon.’ -
Iu the Commissioner’s so-called

subjected to murtyrdom, tie cost of
which Mr. Dickson bas so ingeniously,
Lo 10 £4F alavelicajly, increased, are
men of probity, endowed with & hizh
moral sense, and with deeply affec- |
Uonate patures. Inall civilized coun-
tries, in Inatters ot jurisprudence, the
general character of men charged with
uffenses hus due weight in favor ol the
accnsed. In this muanufacinre of mar- |
tyrs lo which the District Attoriey is
eagaged, such magnanimous considar-
ations are tobe thrown to the dogs.
Armong barbarous tribes it ié not un-
commou for men to lacerate the feel-
logs of victims in their power by also
torturing belore their eyes their wives
and children. This modeof pr cedure
Bay becn udopted—in & more civilized
way of course, so that the sensibilities
Of the age may Dot he tou jseverely
shocked—by Mr. 1Xickson. Ju ull our
remurky about him we lave never fa-
timaved that be did not pussess ability.
Suchun intimationt wounld be uatrue.
His mental! capacity is of the subtle

#0rt; keem bul by no jmeuns
of a high order.” When wo-
men and childreh are brought

before Bim and are compeiled to
testity in this exquisitely crgelcru-
sude agatnst their Ausbhands and futhers

court, Attorney Dicksou has similarly
wisbehaved hiwnself.
expected that Mcliay would check the
angry and blustering inquisitor. It
suited his own style to 1 dot. But
Judge Zunekuows better, and we do
not think if the lady so assajled had not
beena *‘Mormon,' he wonld huve per-
mitlgd such un upseemly display of
temper and brutality to go unrebuked.

Mr. Iickson i8 just mow clotbed
with u little temmporary power. [t will
not last forever. lt will not, in ali
Erobablmy, ran to the same lepgih ps
i3 future. Does he ever look lorward
to the effects of his present couraé?
Tne feroclty, discourbes{ and utter
lack of regard for the feelings of help-
less women and of the copductex-
npected of a geutleman, which he so
otteu displays 1o his extreme anxiety
Lo send as many **Mormona® &8 pos-
sibie'to prison, will not add to his rep-
utation nor make his retrospections
any the mor¢ pieasant, when Inoafter
years de reflects upon his vindictive
cateer. A iittle moderution uand the
exercise of some rood maonners in
court, would do him po.harm and
wouid pot injure the cause in whiek he
takes so much deilght.

they are placed In nis merciless cru-
cible. If there 18 & tender 2ud sacred
feeliug in the hearts of thesc helpless |
vietiws which he cannot reach Ly the
poissned dart of his cunning it is not
known. He thrusts the chvepomned
blade aeeg iuto the sacred recess of the
feelings of women and-cowmpels them,
b{ the uid of the conrl, to tell what the |
victim would 23 soon die gs disclose.
48 the teuder hearts of women

there will be no avgidauce of aonse-

as may be selected izdividually. The
Church does not ferce people euhert
upe way or the other. It is & personal
2oncerd. Iu 1S between twan and his |
Maker on the one hand and the laws
whichispatics Bave procured on thel

in relation w it.
and testimony and inspiration are in.|

quences,

The Latter-day Saints know for|
themselves that thelr reiigion is true,
they are prepared to act for the mselves
And thelr conviction ;

and  children  bleed, and
eccused hend of the family is fired
with suppressed judignation and sor- |
10w Lo :ee thowe he loves ‘thas' out-
raged before the voigur gaze of the
puoHe, Mr. Dickson simply glonts.
te who is thoughtiul end aymputhetic

HON. RANLOLIPH TUCKER.

(M course DO one: |

|

It hus beep stated in some pro-

minent papers that the geptleman
bes mo e¢yve to a plice on the
Supreme Hench oif the Unpited
States. There is no vagancy at

present, but there are prospects for an
openivg aud hi8 advisers think hims
Inlly quslified for the post, Hels ng--
Jdoubtuedly an experienced and talented!
lawyer, und comes of legrl stock in
State which has prodncett some of our®
most eminent jurlsts.

But the latest report concerning the:
gentleman is that he 1s likely to b ap-
pointed Minister.to Austria. Thig,it’is:
daid, woulit suit biy family as well as:
himself, his wife and two daugbters:
being desirous of gpending a season oy

twoubroad. Secretary DBarard is a
fast frlend of Mr. ~Tucker's
apgd this - appointment would be
agreeable to  Qim, It 13 stated:

thiat the Ansirlan authorities would re-
celve the gentleman with pleasure.
We have no” doubt that the member
irom Virginia world do honor to his
State apd the country on a foreign
misslon,and that be is eminently quali-
fied to representthe Ublted States at
home or abroad.

Wehave nothing ugainst Mr. Tucker
bog his sanction to the desecration of
Dewocratic and Constitutional princi-

ies, in the bul with which his name

s connected concerninz Utah, and cun
but marvel that 80 good & Jawyer and
50 previously sonad a Democrat could
be led to futlker so0 monstrous a meas- .
nre. We hope he will get theappoint--
ment and that he wiil gzain more hounor -
‘0 It than he fs likelly to reap {from the.
remnarkable bill which cume from hls.
zomnjittee at the last sesslon of Con--
{ress. |
R
A VICTIM OF JUDICIAL

INCONSISTENCY.

THE organ of the courts makes. nr- ath.
tempt to ridicule the tieadline:in thes
Dreserer News that “W. # Gul-
braith tried te follow the milings of,
the District Courts but raaeived the.
full penalty just thesame."
tain that the statement Is strictly core-
rect. The defendant, sp it appeared in:
the evidence, sfter the uriginal ruling:
of the court lived ooly with his third.
wife. When the ruling changed, he.

lived oply with his flrss wife. But his:
second wife,whom he did not live with,,

has o child abeut two menths oldy. He: :

claimed that In ail this cunduct he:
followed the decislons of the couris as.
he understood ihem. Let us see howr
far he was wrong.

In the Musser case, certainly, and
we belicve in the Daynes case, Jndge
Zsbe in answer to questious ef the-
defendant, sald a manto keep the law
inust live with one wife only, and it
did not matter which of his wives Le
selected 80 long a8 he did not live with.
the others. lo the Capnon case, nnder-
tie rullng ol the same Judge, cohab--
itation consisted of liviug in the same
house with more thay  one-
womun, and serual inlerceurse tut.
no flyure in the offeuce.” The:
ofier ot the defendent to prove the-
absence of this clement was retused by:
the Court. Intihe Suow cuse, the new
theory of presumptive cobubitatjon-
with the trst wife wus sprung upon the
defendunt, aod the doctrloe for the first
time declured, thatif a msn actually
cobabited with but one wife, he was
guiley yuder this construction of the.
Edmunds law of cohabrtution with two-
wives, eveu if he budn’t scen the frst.
during the time memioned in the ln-
dictment, .

Now, under these various rulings,.
wus not Mr. Gaibraith right in declar-

ing that he hud tried to-
live according to the [ralings of
the courts? He first followed

Judge Zane's ruling, as otbers did in
#zood fatth aud by Wwutusl arrangement
of their regpective families. He pext:
followed the later Powers decision,
sustuined by the Territorlal Sapreme
Court. And he was rationally under
the lmpression, I conscquence of
other rulings by Judge Zaune, that if he
did not*-hold out to the woridand live
with*’ his second wite, hls other re-
Jations with her would not conut in
court. n

Judge Zane's clumsy and menda-
clons apologist may attempt to shield
him from the moral a2nd logical efects
of hiz contradictory rulipgs and
perversions of law and cousisteucy,
but it isa fact that cannot [be coatro--
verted, that not only Mr. Galbralth,
bat mapy others lave rendered thenm:-.
selves Hible to fine and imprisonment,
under the latest constructions of the
law, in consequence of following the
varled and conflicting interpretations.
ol the Utah courts on toe third sec=
tion of the Edwonds act.

And Judge Zane, whose kaleido-
scopjc course has caused them to be-
placed in this unfortunate positionm,
takes no account of his own part ln
the dileroma, but with 2 vindictiveness
only equalled by that of the Attorpey
whose dictum he appears to be fearful _
of opposing, inflicts on these yictims®
of his coutradictions the sume penal-

[T is pretty well undcrstood that the | ties as though they had made po at-

Hon. Hendolph Tucker,
Chairman of the Judiciary Committee
of the Ux.8. House of Representatives,
has declined & renomioation in his
district, becanse he anticiputes re-

ubder the present Administration. He
was strongly recommended for the
Salicitor-Generflship but Mr, Jenks
guined the position in spile off the
Tucker influence.

at prescnt tempt to conforin to ““the law as con- -

3trued by the courts,” TFurther com-
ment would be superiuons.

—— e i————e
The editor of the Corsicana, Tex.,
Dbscroer, Mz, P. Mller, bad a

the | ceiving some iucretivé, appointment | severe attack of rbeumetism in bis lefs

knee, which became so0 swollen and
puainful] thut he could not walk up the
slairs. Lle writes that after a few ap- -
plications of 5t. Jacebs O, the pain
entirely disuppeared, and: the knee ugw
suioed its normeal proportions,

We majo-. ~
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