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I.;J-e withholdieg of their names.
Could anythiog be more ridiculous?
It is snother sneaking insinuation,
that Isall. The Commissioners know
very well that Utabh hae been swarmed
with spotters and deputy ‘marahals who
have made it a business to pry
igte famlily alairs, drag oflenders—
and oiten [nnocent persons—belore
courts and juries, and make fees out of
the disruptiod of homes. None of
those [ersond, official or otherwiee,
have heed piolested. SBome of the offi-
cers have beel gentiemen, partioularly
of late. Others were but bl{rly brutes
unfit for even the work of informers.
They were never “‘persecuted.”
ggmmisslon’s excuse for withholding
pares WAS made for use at Washing-
ton; here it provokes mingled laughter
and contempt. |

Thelr attempt to misrepresent the |
manpifesto 18 coneistent with the rest
of their repord President Woodruff
explained to the October Conference of
15890 that he W8S moyed upon by the
Bpirit of the Liord to furbid furtber plural
marriages. These commissioners, in a
manper worthy the cheapest pulice
court pettifogEen twist his remarks so
as tgp make them apply to hisdental of
their fnlsehood. 1Dthe same Way they
oL deavol, bY im].ized remarks, to con-
strue his prediction that such part of
the Gospel promiseu revenled to Joseph
Smith as had not been fulfliled would
be, into a prophecy that polygamy will
be re-established.

President Woodruil’s parration of
interviows Wwith the Prophet Joseph
and others i# dreams, is also quibhled
over and perverted, and ridicule is cast
upon his testimony of experiences in
the Chureh, a]l of which must strike
the unbiused readeras pirange kind of
matter Lo introduce into a Government
report, ADd evidence of the bigoted
and Irreligious animus of the writer,

Thir is further exposed o their pub-
lication of purported remarks of Elders
in the Provo Tabernacle, which they
obtained second-hand, omitting again
to give the names of their alloged in-
formants. HOW badly they were off
for material 0D whiogh to build an anti-
«Mormon’® harangue, is evident from
this lnme sttempt to palm off jzarbled
accounts, which rumor had brought to
them, of epeeches that may never have
beeu delivered.

But the drift and tenor and purpose
of the whole report appear toward the
close. These Commissioners are in
fear that the polygnmy obstacle being
remgved, Uah may be acocorded her
political rights, and that would be the
end of their occupation and their sala-
&t A more ueeless and oyerpaid

The |

office is not to be found in the United
States thap that of Utabh Commis-
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sloner. Take the duties required
by law and compare them with
ite emoluments, and the truth of
ourstatement is irrefutably established.
To continue these gentlemen in sine-
eures worth 35000 a year each and ex-
ponges, Utab must be kept in Terri-
torfal vassalage and Its 250,000 people
be denied the political rights and
privileges enfoyed by citizens in every
dtate of the Upion. No more need be
auid concerning the majority report of |
the Biah Commission for 1891,

Of the minority report we may have
anmething to ndd. Meanwhile it can
very wel] stand oo its own merifs. We
cobmnend its conclusions to the comp-
sideration of all reflectine and fajr-
minded people in the United States.

- R

A DECLINED ARTICLE.

Editor Deseret News:

I'he accompanying letter addressed
to the editor of the Bait Lake fribune
was offcred to that todividual by the
writer. The editor could not aford,
he said, to advertise me io a fight
agniost bis own course, ete. If you
eee fit to make use of it do s0. The
letter contalns nothing that [ bave not
said before, save that it gives a correct
version of my brief remarks in the
Taburnacie, aud deniea the insinuation
of the Tribure that there was any col-
lugion between President Cannon and
myself, . E

A LETTER FROM CHARLES ELLIS,
Tu the Editor of the Tribune:

" Permit me. In your issue of Qctober
7 your reporter makes merry at my
expense over what I sald in the Taber-
nacle Tuesday afltermoon. To the
amusement it aflorded eo solemn an
individual he is heartily welcome., [
like to see people happy. But to his
misrepresentations [ demur and ask the
privilege of setting the matter straight
before your readers. Your report uays:
““He [myseif] began to rehearse the
vesay prepared for him, and iotimates
that President George Q. Canuon had
arranged with me to say what [ did at
that time. It is Dot necessary to deny
the insinuation here, bul your readers
outside might be misled. I can bear the
results of my owun actions aud aek noue
to share the burden. ILet me assure
you, then,that neither QGeorge Q. Can-
non nor any other person said a word
to me at any time nbout what was to be
dope at the Tuesday afternoon or any
other meeting of the recent Mormnn
Conference. What T euid was purely
the result of an impulse—an *‘inspira-
tion’* po doubt—that stirred me when
[ listened to the resolutione and saw
what to my mind was an important
omisson. All of the papers, that is,
all  that T eaw, reported my
Ianguage differently and even the
Iribunie did vot report me correctly.
Liet me give you exactly what I did
BRY:
Mr. President:— <

*SI like these resolutions and would
vule for them if I were a Saint; and,
with your permlssion, I will vote for
then; as it is, They are good as fur as

they go, but 1 would llke to see ndded
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to them sowething like this: W hereas,
the peopie called ‘Mormons? huve ot~
ceded every demand made upon them
by ihe government of the United
States, therefore ‘they, aa American
citizens, loving their country se having
the besl government in the world and
pledging their posterity in loyalty to i
demand in return the same rights an
privileges, the same equality before
the lauws, the same protection te
property, life, liberty and the pursult
of happiness thut are guaranteed by the
goveroment to every other sect that is
based upon the Bible,’?

I have said the same thlng many
times and shall continue to repeat it,'
uatil the free and independent voters
of the country pee and understand the
truth in regard to this Utah trouble,
and take the cry from my lips anpd
compel the nation to de justice in spite
of the interference of enviousProtestant

viests and office-seeking politicians.
F( the Mormons are wrong, the Bihle
in wrong., Lf the Bible is wrong, every
so-called Christian sect is wrong, and
the action of the government, if ft
takes any. lies uot against the Mor-
mons of aguinst Methodiste wud what
not, but againet the Bible;, not aguinst
the deluded people, but against Gob,
the author of the wrong, the delusion
and the erime, if crime there be,

About 20,000,000 men, women uand
children in the United States bo-
lieve that the Biule iz GQod’s word
and will, and that they will be eternal-
ly dumped if they do not so believe.
Our government does not hold any be-
jief upon the subject, but it does say
that these beliefs of the peuple shall be
respected and that the believers shall
be protected in freedom of conscience.

Judge Cooley saye: “He who shall
examine with care the American con-
stitutions will find nothing more fully
or plainly expressed than the desire of
their framers to preserve and perpetu-
ate religlous Uberty and to guard
aguainst the slightest apjreach towards
inequality of civil or political rights,
based upon ditference of religious be-
lief,* ’

No matter what the Catholics, the
Calvinists or the Episcopaleanne may
have doue before there was an A meri-
can constitution, they are all free and
protected in the United Biates, If we
were totry them by thelr history and
condemn them for the actions and
langnuage of their predecessors, they
would all be bung as murderers. It
we condone the past of s0 many be-
ijevers in the Bible, why should we
throw judgment to buasts and con-
demn the “Mormcne* for acts
and words dope apd uttvred in the
heat of anger and the old years
of murdervus persecution? You may
say that the government alrendy pro-
tects the Mormonoe in all respects. I
suy it does not and huas never Jdone so.
1 say that until it does s¢o our national
administration of “*equnl righta®? |4 44 g
covenant with death and an agreement
with hell.”

Until the rights of all oitizena are
equally protected our boast of liberty
ia & brazeu lle. Let us, then, ejther
protect all the sects or condemn them
all, But as we canpot cendemn
them without destroying the very
freedom of the governmeant thst §s
our boast, let ua say that all secta shall
be equally recognized, respected and
protected re long as they respect and
obey the lawa.



