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« Army Now on the Move,
i Fighting 18 In Progress.
N

( (ETHUEN HEARD FROM

R

His Communication—Boers
preparing for Retreat Want to
Reduce Ladysmith,

B

York, Dec. 9 —~Reviewing the
,"B"f situation, the London cor-
adent of the Herald says:

h flgguiet as Was caused in Lon-
“r»;n, news that General Methu-
: smupications had been cut at
'Nr was fleeting, for information
hmx war office at midnight that
ﬂ'.!h‘ mn‘..ﬂ.lur at Modder river
g jgslu been heard from. It was
wirned that Gen. Babington had
o gt Modder river 10 take com-
i of the cavalry, presumably tak-

th
1 with him the major portion of 4

.t

Lmst fmuitar
bpatch i0dl
gl advance i

ously came a brief
that the long ex-
¢ the rellef of Lady-
ek had begun This important news
wotained In an agency telegram
. Pretorfa, saying that an officlal
#om the Boer head laager near
mith was in effect that the
& were advancing on Colenso.
e the date of the dispatch, Thurs-
it would appear that the north-
o giovement from Frere began on
peaday. The Boer positions on the
s bad not been attacked up to
.c-uh\ plght. No confirmation of
w fortheomiing, eltber from the
o iffice or from newspaper dispatch-
Wi i s evident on reading some of
utter that the hand of the censor
ot 8t work.
Ifdes 0 conjunction with the news
y Pretoria that fighting had begun
ue Modder river on the morning
Welnesday, the news of Methuen's
grication having been cut was
sl ypon o8 rather alarming, It was
ered that it had been found Impossi-
# ke Intact the line of communi-
et which stretches along the rall-
M between the ',lrunsqu\'er and
odder river, n matter of fifty
| and that parties of Boers Bad
4 10 maintain themeelves, aven
p s wese of Gen, Methuen's dearly
3 victory.
Psmists regarded the isolation of
fhyn's none-too large force as a
s matter, especially as Gen,
t se¢mn able to make
E Meadway from the direction of
mberg Junction, ‘
T the Boers must number guite
W men, the original force which
b it Modder river having been
weea from Kimberley, Jacobsdal
p Boemfonteln, it must not be for-
huen, too, on his part
w»d. Although many
» st heavily, he must
arly 11,000 men.
¢ there |s good reason
it an action s imminent
wk of bridging the Tu-
he face of the enemy
e first ste p
‘t}m around Ladysmith are re-
RS be preparing strong posltions,
heh heavy arms are being mounted
B masonry
"""""" shelling of the h(-wlul
i the British lines is reported,
’ 4 the Red Cross flag, which \\mcs
i ll‘{ivr.h' repeated protests of
aile,
Mf‘mnf d n shell fell right In
Sulding, killilng one mam and
SOAE nine othera. It Is, of course,
Bble to attribute this to aceldent
L }hhkuu all kinds of mpurln
At some of which point to a
lhd'm m- glege has already

Mlacre does n

hlx' \it from the end of last
Q‘x.ltm ches from Col. Baden-
‘and various correspondents have
“ming through fram the beleag-

" WAN very much quicker would

B 16 benr cut the bellef that the
beame weoker since Gen. Cronje's

™ Yy l"llu! to reinforce the Boers
Ver and around Kimberley.
b“hzgtr Powell himself, under date
:n“ that all was well; that

o Mment was intermittent and
- bing force was now much

‘h‘ from Magalapye an-
" thal preparations had been
® for en 4dvance In force for
® of repalring the rallway
£ communication with Ma-
A dlspatch from Modder river
‘ Monduy sald that the whole
- :yfl'"'r;.m.u had jolned the
ot ees. Flnally a telegram
Jrunge river under date of
la' S&Y% that reports are current
feking has be en relieved.
t ¢ 1o the Herald from Pleter-
{ N”"& ys
";nl;‘ﬂw Boers are concentrating
‘ .!venm' N provisloning for their
. 10 the extent of command-
l:H oxen of the natives
M “h taken to Dundee,
!": Teports there I8 little
Sither !lt AT Are preparing for
b MUI resistance is expected
m“m : 0 the advance of the re.
rom the heights command.
;m"h Which earthworks bhave
c::,,,., road bridge s Intact,
Meutyt oo 12 have been mined.
byt 01 of the Frere bridge

"mn 1o the Herald from Lady-

;‘:"’ Friday passed fairly

: mbardment is now only
[ .
.

h?::"‘.‘“"‘ mounting numerous

T Wiidagy), (IMANIng positions,

I" intend making a big

¢ Ladysmith after the

Cu...‘ "“’ Joubert and his Boers

: ~ll~u‘, he town cannot be car-

m, M + UBL the new guns will

b “" Vt'r)' uncomfortable,

). h "’ ”1@ Tribune from Lon-

iy
;’g: of the eighteen howit
Slyy England after an inex-
&:‘):‘W transnorts, ar-
thery Ag0 at Capetown,
" R0 record of Mf. trans

it is probable

that they have gone up the country to
Lord Methuen, although it is not known
whether \ht'p pagsed Gras Pan before
the rallway was cut by the ralders
The remaining twelve have gone 1o
Durban where they will probably be
landed on Tuesday. 'These guns are
equal to the best artillery in the pos-
segrjon of the Boers and are capable of
discharging at long range lyddite ghells
of 80 pounds, It was worth while for
both General Buller and General Meth-
uen to walt for these powerful guns
with thelr ammunition, even if there
were serious risks to the safety of the
beleaguered garrigons from the delay,
since the effect of the British artillery
fire against both Colenso and Spytfon-
tein would be greatly increased by
lyddite shells, The expediency of delay
on the part of both generals does not
alter the fact that somebdy blundered
in the war office In not sending out
the howitzer batteries on one of the
earliest and fygstest ships

Lyddite ghells were used with tre«
mendous effect at the battle of Omdur-
man, General Duller was personally
responsible for their introduction in
the British military service when he
wis adjutant general. He considered
It nothing less than a scandal that the
British army should not be supplied
with high explogive shells, which Ger-
many and France had adopted. Owing
to gome reason which remains an offi-
clal secret these howitzer batterles
were held back in FEngland until the
Boers had dragged very heavy pleces of
artillery to the battleflelds and slege
guns were gutclassing the British guns,
The howitzer batteries started about
the time when General Joubert's "long
Tom™ was throwing into Ladysmith at
each shot a welght of metal equal to
the discharge of a complete round of
one of General White's six gun bat-
teries of 15-pounders, Lord Methuen's
infantry would have been greatly pro-
tected against losg In their three bat-
tles if the howitzers had been added to
his artillery force, for, unlike the navy
guns, which are tied to raflway triucks,
they are almost as movable as ordl-
nary ficld artillery, General Buller has
been waiting for them day after day
when Ladysmith was exposed o a
most gclentific fire from the Boer artil-
lery.

London, Dee, 9 —General Forestler-
Walker has sent the following dispatch,
dated at § o'clock last night (Friday)
evening, to the war offlee from Cape-
town

“Telegraph and every communication
to Modder river has been reopened. A
battery of field artillery and a battal.
fon of Infantry were dispatched from
Modder river against Commandant
Prinz Loos' foree of 1,000 Boers, with
one gun, who had destroyed the rall-
Wiy Our losses were  fourteen in
wounded

"Belmont has been strengthened by
infantry and two guns, and a cavalry
regiment and troops from Naauwpoorg
occupled Arundel Thursday,

“The enemy's forces near Gen,
Gatacre are reported as follows At
Dordrecht, §60; marching from ~“imes-
town to Dordrecht, 700, with six guns;
at Stormberg, 1,000; at* Waterfall, a
large force; strength under Molteno,
about 400

“l.ord Methuen reports casualties
Dec. 6, on patrol duty as follows: Miss.
ing, Lieut, Triestam and four men
of the twelfth lancers, wounded, four
men."

Some interesting light is thrown on
this position of affairs along the west.
ern frontler by a dispatch lssued by a
Boer agency last evening in Berlin.
The dispatch says.

“Commandant Prinz Lods" force is
near Jacobsdal, between Modder river
and Riet river. Gen, Cronje s still
on the north bank of the Modder river,
his rear being protected by fortified po.
sitfons at Spytfontein. The hill be.
tween Modder river and Spytfontein
and those between Jacobadal .(hJ Riet
river are occupied h'\' the Boers, (Com.
mandant Delarey’s force s stationed
botween Grag Pan and Honey Nest
Kloof."

If thiz Berlin digpatch be correct—
and [t is especially significant when
judged in connection with Gen. For.
estier-Walker's advices to the war
office—there must be some 15,000 Boers
around Lord Methuen, who is belleved
to have 11,000 men Kimberley, how-
ever, possessing an armored train, can
materially assist Methuen by harass-
ing the Boers from the rear.

According to a special dispateh from
Lourengo Marques, the Modder river
battle i& described by a Boer corre-
spondent with Gen. Cronje as "'“"
of the flercest the Boers ever exper-
lenced,” The correspondent goes on to
say:

“Gen. Cronje's wing sustained al-
most solely the fearful attack of the
Rritish right throughout the day, The
'pmnﬂ-ua]mq tenaciously held their po-
sitlons until 7 in the evening, when the
Free State burghers were forced to re-
tire by the heavy British shell fire.
Gen. Cronje then retired under

cover of darkness, after facing the con-
centrated fire of al!l the British batter-

les

“The Boers freely acknowledge the
herculean asgault of the British and
death-dispensing fire of the attacking
infantry, but they held their position
for thirteen hours against the flower
of the RBritieh army, replying solely
with thelr Mauser: and maintaining an
uninterrapted rifle fire. The Boer ar-
tillery was sflenced early in the battle
through the overwhelming number of
the British artillery.”

ACUINALDO'S REAR
GUARD FIGHTS.

e e .

Washington, Dec. 9.~The war depart-
ment ‘has received the following from
General Otis:

“Manila, Dec, 9—A dispatch from
Young at Vigan yesterday, says es-
caped Spanish prisoners report a four
hours' engagement on the third inst.,
between his troops and Agulnaldo’s
guard near Cenvantes, 50 miles south-
east of Vigan, with heavy loss to the
enemy, who I8 being pursued. Our
Joss was one killed, six wounded. In-
habitants of own accord jolned troops
in repairing the trail and carrying sub-
gigtence. Have pushed column to 8an
Jose, south of Bangued.

“Howge's column on rear trall;
Batchelor's battalion of Twenty-fourth
48 out of reach, north of Bayoabong,
evidently descending river. Natives re-
port fighting twenty miles north.

“Navy reaches Aparrl tomorrow,

“(‘olumn of MacArthur's Twenty-
firth infantry, reported near Iba, west
const of Zambales,

“@Grant's column near Subig Bay.

“Lawton in Bulucap province today,
with sufliclent troops to overcome op-
position and scatter enemy

It i# nrobable that the troops, which
engaged Apuinaldo's guard, are Hare's
command, as he was reported to  be
close in the Insurgent leader’'s rear.

General Otlg also cables as follows re-

garding the revolt In Negros:

"lnfurmnlon rooelved that Negros
revolt of minor lmpoﬂume Brynes in

rapid pursuit of dluﬂected party,
Suu in ngnnwm Panay en
route 10

8 \TURDAY DEC L\IBER 9,

e dmangtens -—'-—13‘

FRANKLIN D. RlCHARDS DEAD

Venerable President of the Twelve Apostles and Histo-
- rian of the Church Passes Into the

N\ Great Beyond,

’
/

Death Came at His Home in Ogden Shortly After Last Midnight, and Was Caused by a Pro
tracted Siege of Nervous Prostration Brought On by an Exceedingly Active Life—Some-
thing of His Useful Career—Arrangements Under Way for the Funeral—News of the |
Death Received at the President's Office—President Snow in Brigham City Today—Will
Return Home on Monday Morning,

There will be sadness In the homes of | viying
Many of the people of Utah as well as |
in those of other Statese on learming
of the death of Hon, Frank!lin ). Rish-
ards, President of the Twelve Aposties
and Historian of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Baints. The final
summons of the Grim Reaper came at
fourteen minutes after 12 g@'clock this
morning.

The end was not unexpected, for the
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corner stone of the Temple; and at this
eventful gathering he was called to re-
new his labors In the reglon of northert

~of his father's nine children. Bo-

accustomed to
all the spare tin
to getting an education
8 of knowledge.

on this momentous journey, he saw Jo.
seph Smith and Sldney Rigdon take the
five hundred baptiems
ind confirmations;
eht made his zeal ml;hu' r than ever

and laying up

., comprizing some
of volumes, and when thirteen
gpent a winte

Y Congregationalists,
trained their children in § plous way,

In the summer of that year he
Indiana, sick night

PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D. RICHARDS.

carly in Jife im-
| pressed with solemn views on religion,
¢ {dea In regard to many seriptural

venerable leader had been In precari-
ous health for a considerable period,
though his family and Intimate friends
—those who understood his condition |
best—constantly hoped for his recov-
ery until almost the very last. But dur-
ing the night it became apparent that
his earthly career was drawing rapid
ly to a close, as he had fallen Into a
qulet, ominous glumber that betokened
the sleep of death. His entire fmmedi-
ate family, conslsting of the following,
were préesent when his spirit took s
flight il.m the Great Beyond: Mr, and
Mrs. F. 8. Richards, Mr. and Mrs, C, C
R.(hnrdl and family, Mrs. L. M. Rich-
ards and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph
A. West and family, Mrs. L. J. Herrlck,
Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Herrick and Mrs,
Myron Richards,

Apostle Richards had been suffering

from nervous prostration for upwar h
of a year and during the last summer
went to California with a view to bene-
fiting his health. He received tempor-
ary relief only and was obliged to re-
turn to his home, where he remained
quietly until the present, In the death
of President Richards the Church and
the State both lose a stalwart--g man
who has devoted his life to thelr up-
building and betterment; for he has
served with conspicuous credit in clvil
as well as eccleslastical affairs.

The news of President Richards'

death was recelved at the President's
office this morning In a telegram from
his Bon Franklin 8. President Snow
went to Brigham City this morning, It
Is expected that he will remain there
tonight and go to Beaver City, Boxelder
county, to dedieate the new meeting
house there tomorrow. In the mean-
time arrangements for the funeral are
being made,

President Richards' last ministerial

work was accomplished with President
Snow whose party he aveompanied
through southern Utah to Bt. George
and return, He also went with Fresi-
dent Spow north to Soda Springs and
Bear Lake. It was while on the last
journey that he was taken 1ll. From
that sickness he never recovered,

BIOGRAPHICAL
Franklin Dewey Richards, son of

Phineas Richards and Weaithy Dewey,
was born fn Richmond, Berkshire coun-
ty, Mass, April 2nd, 1821, He was the

born and was the oldest sw~

1ied by most other

Sayder took up its march to Nauvo

this caused him to decline the special
Franklin was carried back by them to

offer made to him, to be educated for
¢ mindstry In a leading New England |
eeding October Cont
In the summer of 1836, » more moving in
and Brigham Young
Richmond us messengers of the Gospel
and left a copy of the Book of Mormon
» Richards family,

went from Ohlo to

Father SBnyder's famil)
summer of 1342, J
8 I valescing from an ¢

Franklin brought :
of typhold fever;

studious mind
after having studied It carefully,
cepted it as the truth.

ACCEPTANCE OF MORMONISM.

of that year (1836)
Richards went to
as dejegates and lead-
Thay nupl(-d the

He remained with the Saints
at Nauvoo until the latter part of May,
being ordained
and then was called to
depart upon a mission to England
was accompanied by Aposth
Young and others to the Atlantic States,
but before setiing sall for Europe
heard the dreadful news of the Carth-
age tragedy, and was called back

44, the meantime
o High Priest;
Kirtland, Ohlo,
ers of the family

Gospel and remained,
ng April, his

Spencer—aged 14 years--also journeyed
and received the Gospe!
The opening months of the next year,
were spent by him in
more than & thousand miles among the
had the pleasure of Iimmersing his son Church In Michigan
and elsewhere to gather donations for
Richmond, ks native town. '
Franklin abandoned his employment,
J8, left Richmond

with nearly five hundred dollars
s, and then was chos-
+ Willard to be a soribe

for Far West,
Church Historian

in the office of the
He &lso labored through the spring of
1864 as carpenter and joiner in the low.
er main court of the Temple, until the
Flructure was completed lnd dedice
~having previously
dowments and partic ma!rd ln the nl
ministration of the sacred ordinances

day of that month (October) he crossed
the Alleghanles; and almost gt the same
hour his beloved brother, George Spen.
cer Richards, was slaln by an aseassin
mob at Haun's
of his brother's tragic death and the
verifying storjes of the * !
were allke powerless to restrain his pur-
pose. and be journeyed on,
Ing Far West,
along the Misaissippl river,

¥ WITH JOSEPH SMITH.

In May, 1539, he first me¢t the Prophet
Joseph, and the (ollowing spring he was
ordained to the calling of a Seventy and
was appointed to a mission in northern
He journeyed and preached
with ‘mu success, established, by his
own personal efforts, a branch of the
Church In Porter county: and before he
was 20 years of age delivered, at Ply-
mouth, a serlos of public lectures whioh
attracted much sttention. The April
Conference for un)uruuuwhmu
Neuvoo Withess 0

PARTED WITH HIR FAMILY.
found employment
and the time for the exodus had cume,
he sacrificed the pleasant little

mruku‘r y.r. weeds he purchased a \\'ugun
and such few
ns he could compass for the use of
family—an invalid wife and baby girl
With the herolsm of the martyrs, he
ones starting on
melincholy Journey In to the western
He committed them to the

saw his loved

turned his face resolutely towards the

east to 111 his
MISSION TO ENGLAND

without money or sufficient clothing,

) e

to make his way by falth alone, across

nifnent and pcean Into g strange land
His younger brother, Bamuel, was
called to accompany him, and the two
misslonaries crossed the river to Nau-
vou and slept the first night of their
arduous journey In & desorted buliding
there. The God whom they so unself-
ishly served opened thelr way they
pursued thelr journey via the Missis-
sippl and Ohlo rivers to Pittsburg, and
across the mountaing to the coast; and
on Beptember 22, 1846, they salled from
New York, In company with Apostle
Parley P. Pratt and others, The lust
word which Franklin recefved from the
Camp of Israel, before the ghip put to
sen, was that his ¢, Jane, amidst all
the privations of th exodus, was
lying at the point of denth—that a lit-
tie son had been born to her, but the

child had quletly expired upon its
mother's bosom. This was the comfort
brought to the courageous miselonary

to spead and solace him upon his try-
ing voyage.

LANDS IN ENGLAND,

On the 14th day of October be landed

In Liverpo A few days later he was
{

ippointed to preside ver the Church
in SBcotland, with Bamuel Richards a
his assistant. Aposgtle Orson Hyde was
it this time the president of the Brit-
Ish misslon and editor of the Milles

al Star, though he was sogn (o depart
for America and was to be succeeded
by Elder Orson Spences But at the
hour when the change was expected Lo
be made, a false report of Elder Spen-
cer's death reached Liverpool The
rumor was belleved and Apostie Hyde
ippointed Franklin, then only twent
five years old, to both of the pogitions
which he, gelf, was vacenting, but
just us he was entering upon his high
trust Elder Spencs arrlved in B

land., Franklin wag then chosen to be

I

one of his coungelors: and durl

subsequent serlous lliness of th l'!‘

dent, Franklip was obliged to sustain
the responsibilities and perform th
dutles of that calling. He labored thers
u.li Feb, 20, 1848, when he was ap-

inted to take charg f a large coms-
;n ny of Saints who were smigrating to
the Rocky Mountains, crossing the At.
lantic In the ghip ¢ itic.

DEATH OF A BROTHER,

While all in the mission was pros.
perous, and the young Elder eould just-
ly feel proud and m;q» in the great
work of proselyting, melancholy news
came to him from the wilderness. His
brother, Jogeph Willlam Richards, a
member of the Mormon - Battalion, had
succumbed to the rigors of the march
and his wearled form had been laid
in a lonely grave by the banks of the
Arkansas river, Franklin's little daugh-
ter Wealthy had also died, and left his
wife heartbroken, childiess and alone,

HOME AGAIN.

The homeward journey via New Or.
leans and St. Louls to Winter Quar-

1eérs Wag « ::,,r\l'v’ )y the middle of
May, IM8, and \l. Franklin found his
wife and such o lhvll relatives as had
survived the |n|1‘ and privations of the

times. In June he was s#ent through

Western lowa negotiating for cattle |
with which to move the company of |

Willard Richards across the plains to
the Salt Lake basin His effort was
completely successful, and on the ith
iy the traln started, with Franklin
8 as captaln over ffty wagohs,
lh Jourpey was a most trying one to
hig wife, Much of the thine 1t seemed as
though each day would be her lagl. But |
they found kind and helpful friends who
ministered to thelr wants; and on the
19th of October they entered the valley
through Emigration canyoen and camp.
ed In the fort, more grateful to God
than words can express to find a rest-
Ing place for wearled frames worn with
Lol and slekness,

IN BALT LAKE VALLEY.

Franklin saold his cloak and every
other article of ciothing which he could
spare, and with the proceeds purchased
buflding materlal Ih»fnw the violence
of the winter waus felt he was able to

construct a =mall room of adobles with. ]
f and without floor. From this |

out roof v

i
y of February, he was cailed to re-

celve his ordination to the Apostieship, |

APOSTLESHIP DUTIES

The young Aposgtle becams m-zv-
ately asgoclated with the other leading
minds of the community in the provis-
lonal governmer if Lhe of Des.
erel, in general legislatd eeclest-
astical work, and in the s of creat-

ng a perpetual emigration fund
RETURNS TO GREAT BRITAIN,

In October, 1849, he was once more
called to leave home with its tender tieg
and Its responsibllities of love, and re-
new hig great missionary labor in the
British Isles. He traveled In company
with President John Taylor, Apostle
Lorenzo and Erastus Snow and others,
and had a most eventful journey., Hos.
tile Indlans, inclement weather, turbu.
lent, ley streams, combined to delay
and imperll their progress. But the
hand of Providence protected them and
the opening month of the year 1550
found them at 8t, Louls, visiting with
dear old frlends

This was among the most important
missionary work In the history of the
Church, Presldent Taylor was on his
way to France, Lorenzo and Erastus
Snow were destined for Italy and
Seandinavia. And Frapnklin was to
officlate once more In the DBritish mis-

slon

EDITS THE STAR

Orson Pratt had been presiding and
editing at Liverpool: but when F }
In arrived there, March 2§, 1860
found that the elder Apostie had !
called on & hwried trip to Councll
Bluffs, and the Star contalned a notl-
fication that during his absence Apos.
tle Franklin D. Richards would pre-
#ide over the Church affairs In  Great
Britain. The young president m-
mediately began the establishment of
the Perpetual Emigration Fund, and
founded it upon a basis which has en.
abled its beneficient power to eadure
until the present day

Later in the season Orson Pratt re-
turned to England, and Franklin re-
linquished his place as chief, and be-
came Apostle Pratt's assoclate for a
few months; but with the opening of
the next vear, 1851, Orson was called
to the valley, and Apostle Richards
Was

INSTALLED A8 PRESIDENT,

He revised and enlarged the Hymn
Book and printed an edition of 205,000
coples; prepared the pamphlet, the
Pearl of Great Price; stercotyped the
Book of Mormon and arranged for
slereotyping the Doctrine and Cove-
nants; Issued a new edition of Parley
P. Pratt's Volce of Warning, and de-
vised & plan which made the Star a
weekly {pstead of & semi-monthly peri-
odlcal and increased the number of its
fesue He had also paid a visit to
Pregident Taylor at Peris, had seut to
Zion the first company of Saints whose
passage came through the Emigration
Fund, and with Apostle Erastus Snow
had made arrangements for the organ.
jzation of a company to engage in the
manufacture of

IRON IN UTAH.

In January, 1852, pursuant to advice
from the First Presidency who con-
tempiated a visit from him to the Great
Salt Lake Valley, he lostalled In  the
Liverpool office hig brother Samuel who
had beer formerly his associate during
his _ardent and ruccemsful Scottish

(Continued on page two.)

& mansion on the succeeding twelfth |
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ROBERTS MUST
HAVE HIS RIGHTS.

His Statement Before the Commits
{ee Affects Public Sentiment,

INTHECOMMITTEE TODAY

Mr. Roberls Has a Hearing and Demands His
Constitutional Rights,

MASS MEETING IN BOSTON.

Fress Agnivst Arbitrary Action — Mn
Roberts Calls Down Attoruey
Schroeder,

[SPECIAL TO THE “NEWS.")

Washington, D. C., Dec, 8.—~The sene
timent agalust Representative Roberts
is slowly, but surely, dying, and after
his statement to the commitiee this
morning, denying all charges ;:,;‘-::'vn'e“l
against him, It is admitied by « large
number of Republicans, who voted for
the Tayler resolution, that he has &
strong casge and will ultimately be ale
lowed to take his seat,

A. T. Schroeder of SBalt Lake gave tess
timony before the committee. Among
his suggestions lg one that the commit-
tee go to Utah and take testimony
there, but this is not possible. If the
commitiee deslres witnesses who are
residents of Utah, they will have to
come to Washington,

[SPECIAL TO THE NEWS.")

Washington, Dec, § —Roberts was bee
fore the committee today. He pleaded
not gullty to all charges, and demanded
the right to be tried for the alleged
offense, as guaranteed in articles five
and six of the United Btates Constitu-
tion. He claimed his prima facle right
to a seat was established as far as
known; that the charges are flimsy.

The committes meets again this afs
ternoon. Public sentiment in the Bast
everywhere is changing and favorable

The press I8 nearly unanimous
against arbitrary action, and demangds
thet proper procedute be followed.

A mass meeting I8 to be held in Bos-
ton next Tuesday, in favor of Roberts’
rights,

Roberts Is confident of success.

Washington, Dee, §.~The consldera-
tion of the case of Mr. Roberts of Utah
was resumed at 10 o'clock this morning
by the House investigating committes,
Mr, Roberts being present to plead lo
certaln  specific Interrogatories which
had been frame

The proceedings continued to be bee
hind closed doors

Mr. Roberts waus first asked if he con.
ceded the existence of the court record
wherein he pleaded gulity In 1589 under
the Edmunds-Tucker law, This he coli-
el l' \‘

)h vw#s next asked whether about 1887
or since 1580 he had muarried plural
wives and had lived with them since
that time as wives.

To the whole of this charge Roberts
pleaded not gullty, and then demurred
to the jurisdiction of the committee for
the following reasons:

First, on the ground of violation of
constitutional rights in that it attempts
ed to try him for a crime withoul ppres
sentment of indictment by grand jury,
and without trial by jury and without
due process of law

Second, that it was an attempt to de.
prive him of vested property that ha
held in the emoluments of an office for
the full term,

Third, that the only evidence that
could be rightfully considered in the
committee was a court record and the
establishing the gullt confessed or
praved, of the representative-cloct, and
that the committee has no right to gons
gider any other evidence,

Fourth, that the erime alleged, name-
Iy, that of unlawful cohabitation-—even
if proved, would not constitute a sufs
ficlent crime to bar a member or des
prive him of his seat, because innocence
of polygamy or unlawful cohabitation
Is nowhere enumerated in the Constitus
tion as a gualifivation for the office of
member of Congress, nor 18 it numned in
any United States law applicable to
Utah or any other State,

Mr, Robertg argued these points for
nearly two hours, referring to law
books and answering queries. It was a
legal controversy throughout, the facts
not belng gone inte at length

Mr. Roberts concluded by asking that
his prima facle right to a seat he at
once considered, s the present status
denled to a soverelgn Btate representas
tion in the House at & time when in-
jurious legislation affecting that State
might take place

Al the conclusion of Mr. Roberts’
gtatement, the committee held an ex-
ecutive session and then adjourned uns
til 2 p. m. The chalrman announced
that subsequent meetings would be
open and publicity also was given to
the official stenographers’ report of ths
morning

At the afternoon sesglon of the Rob-
erts investigating committee, Mr. Rob
erts created a sensation by denouncing
A T. Schroeder, one of the Gentiie
delegation from Utah. Mr. Schroeder
was About to address the commities
when Roberts, waving his hand in pros
test, sald

“1 object. 1 object to this witness if
he comes here as an attorney. 1 object
to him i he comes a8 a witness, on the
ground that he Is unworthy of confi-
dence and because be is a common
swindler, And 1 propose to establish
by the records of the Supreme Court




