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DELIVERED
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~ noon, March 14¢h, 1875.

REPORTED BY DAVID W,

EVANS.

I WILL read a few paragraphs which
you will find recorded in the Book
of Doct:ine and Covenants, com-
mencing near the middle of the
second paragraph of a revelation
given December 27th, 1832.

In that he comprehended all
he might be in all and through all things,
the light of truth; which truth shineth.
This is the light of Christ. A=also he is in
the sun. and the Jight of the sun, and the
nwﬂr thereof by which it was made. As also

is in the moon, and is the light of the

' moon, and the power therecof by which it

was made. As also the light of the stars,

_and the power thereof bw’hich they were

made. And the earth also, and the er

thereof; even the earth upon which you
B

And the light which now ghineth, which
r-lreth you light;is through him wbo en-
ighteneth your eyes,which is thesame hight
that quickeneth your understandings; which
light proceedeth forth from the presence of
God to fill the immensity of epace. The light

which is in all things; which giveth life to |

all things: which is the law by which all

things are governed: even ths power of |

God who sitteth upon his throne, who i’ in
the bosom of eternity, who is in the midst

of all things.
We will now pass on to the ninth

paragraph of this same revelation, |

given through Joseph Smith the
prophet ;

All kingdoms have a law given: and there
are many kiogdoms; for there is no space
in the which there is ne kingdom; and there
is no kingdom in which there is no space
either a greater or lesser kingdom. Anp

"unto every kingdom iz given a Jaw; and un-
to every law there are certain bounds also
and conditions=.

All beings who abida not in those condi-
tions are not justified ; for intelligence
cleaveth unto inte!ligence; wisdom receiv-

-eth wisdom; truth embraceth truth; virtue
~ _loveth virtue; light cleaveith unto light;
mercy hath compassion on mercy, and
claimeth her own; justice continueth its
course, and claimeth its own: judgment go-
eth before the face of him who sitteth upon
thethrone, and governeth and executeth all
things; he comprehendeth all things, and
all things are before him, and all things
are round about him; aod he is above all
things, and in all things, and is through all

and is round about all things; and |

Al this
all things are by him, and of him, even God,
S AR Seaiie partty L aas site sat080 it
n, verily I say unto you, he
given a law unto all things by wl':doh they
move 1n their times and their seasons; and
their courses are fixed; eéven the courses of
the heavens and the earth, which compre-
hend theearth and all the planets; and the
fli_’ll light to each other in their times an
n their seasons, ia their minutes, in their
hours, in their days, in their weeks, in their
montﬁn, in ther years: all these are one
year with God, but not with man.

The earth rolls upon her wings, and the
sun giveth his light by day, and the moon
giveth her light by night, and the stars also
giveth their light, as they roll upon thLeir
wings in their glory, in the midst of the

wer of God. Untowhatshall I liken these
ogdoms, that ye may understand? Be-
hold, all tl':ma are kin ms, and any man
who hath seen any or the least of these,

. hath seen Ged moving in his majesty and
power. I say unto you, he hath seen him;
nevertheless, he who came unto his own
was not comprehended. The light shineth
in darkness, and the darkness comprehend-

eth It not; nevertheless, the day shall come

when you shall comprehend even God: be
ing quickened in him and by him. Then
shall. g know that ye have seen me, that I
am, that I am the true light that is in you,
mg that you are in me, otherwise ye could
not a
Behold, I will liken these kingdoms unto
a man having a field, and he gent forth his
servants into the field to dig in the field;
and he said unto the firsty go ye and labor
in the field. and in the first hour I will come
unto you, and ye shall behold the joy of my
counteaance; and he said unto the second,
ye also into the fle.d, and in the second
ur I will visit you with the joy of my
countenance ; and also unto the third, say-
ing, I will visit you ; and unto the qurlg,
and so on unto the twelfth.
And the lord of the fleld went unto the
Arst in the first hour, and tarried with him
all that hour, and he was made glad with
. the light of the countenance of his lord:
and then he withdrew from the first that he
might visit the second also, and the third,
an1 the fourth, and so on unto the twelfih;
and thus they all received the light of the
countenance of their lord ; every man in
his hour, and in his time, and in season;
beginning at the first, and so oa unto the
last, and from the last unto the first, and

things, that |

to
in his own way, and according to his own
I have read thesesayings from a
| revelation given a little over forty-
two years nfu, to that youth, called
Joseph Smith, a farmer’s boy. Do
they sound like the ravings of a
madman? Do tbey sound like
something that was invented or
composed by the wisdom of man,or
do they sound like the truth? Jo-
seph Smith was not a learned man,
{ he had to work for his living when
he was a lad; and when God called
him and gave these revelations
through him he had not studied
any more than the generality of the
young men who now sit in this
congregation,and probably not near
as.much. Yet these words were
iven to him, and they contain in-
jormation and knowledge
yond that which you will find re-
corded in the writingsef the learn-
ed, information, expressed so sim-
ply that a common mind ecan, in
some degree, grasp if, and yet so
sublime and so %reat that when we
come to investigate its depths, it
requires greater powers and greater
understanding than what man na-
turally possesses.

We are teld, in the part of the
first paragraph that I read, that God
is in the sun of our firmament,
that he is the light of the sun, and
that lie is the power of the sun by
| which it was made. We are also
told that he is in the moon, and
that he is the light of that heaven-
ly luminary, and the power by
which it also was made. Weare
also told that God is in the stars,
those worlds so distant from ours,
those great centres around which,
no doubt, millions en milliens of
opaque bodies revolve as our planets
revolve around our central body,
the sun; that he is in those stars,

|

that he is theirlight, and the power | PSP

by which they are governed ; or, to
come home direetly to our earth,he
is in the earth, and is the power
and light and glory thatisattached
to the elements of our globe.

This would seem te exhibit be-
fore us the nature of that Being
whom we worship. We worship
him because of his glory, greatness,
goodness, justice, mercy, knew-
ledge,and wisdom. We worship him,
because he has the power to govern
and control the universe, and be-

cause he has ﬁnmmandeci us so to |

do. Heis a Eemnag'e' and we are
told that in the beginufug man was
created in his image. We are also
told that we are his sons and his
daughters, that we were begotten
by him, E)efurﬂ the foundation of
this world; that we are his off-
spring, as much so as the little ¢hil-
dren in this room are the offspring
of their parents. Seeing then,that
he is a personage and that we are
in his i we e¢an form some
idea of the general outlines and
resemblance of that personage, but
can we form an idea of the intelli-
ence that he possesses? We have
ut a very limited idea of that. He
comprehends all things, all things
are before him, all things areround
about him, and he is the great and
supreme Governor of all the works
of his hands. |

We are told that that same light
which shines from the sun, from
the moon,and from the stars, is the
same light that quickens the un-
derstandings of the children of
men. But who is there in this con-
gregation, or upon the face of the
earth, that can tell how that light
operates in quickening the under-
| standings of men? It is the same
light by which you are enabled to
see each other, and surrounding na-
ture. The light that proceeds forth

from the first unto the last; every man in | from all these heavenly luminaries,

his own order, until his hour was finished,
even according as his lord had cornmanded
him, that his lord might be glorified i1n him,
E:i be in hum, that they all might be glori-

Therefore, unto this parable will I liken
all these kingdoms, and the inhabitants
thereof; every kingdom in its hour, and in
its time, and in its season; even according
tuihﬂ& d:ctriira whic:rli'll Gﬂdl hath madm e.

n ain, verily I say unto you, m
friends, I leave these sayings with you, rE
ponder in your hearts with this command-
ment which I give unto you, that ye shall
call upon me while | am near; draw near
unto me and I wiildraw nearunto you: seek
me diligently and ye shall find me; ask and
ye shall receive; knock and it shall be open-
ed unto you; whatsoever ye ask the Father
in my name it shali be given unto you, that
is expedient for you; and if ye ask anythi
that is not expedient for you, it shall turn
unto your condemnation.

Behold, that which you hear i as the
volece of one erying in the wilderness—in
the wilderness, use you cannot see him
—my voice, because my voice is spirit; my
8pirit is truth: truth abideth and hath no
end ; and if it be in you it shall abound.

And it Yﬂur eye be single to my glo
your whole bodies shall be filled with light,
and there shall be no darkness in you, and

that body which is filled with light compre- ;

with wvery great wvelocity, is the
samie light that quickens the un-
derstanding, Do you know how
that is done? I do not; yet this is
what God has revealed. He is the
light that is in all things. Do you
or I comprehend how that light is
connected with all things? No.
These are lessens which we have
got to learn in the future, when we
ascend in that scale of knowledge
and intelligence now possessed by
celestial beings. How long it will
be before we comprebend these

veloped and quickened so as to
comprehend all these great truths
and principles, I know not; but we
are told in this revelation that the
Jight that quickens the understand-

ry, |ings of the children of men, and

that lighteth all things is one and
the same and that it is also the life

far be-|

it created or made? There is a
revelatien upon this subject which
says that intelligence, or the ]
of truth, was not created, neither
indeed can be. Is it then eternal?

spirits, that have power to think
|and to._reason, have life befere the
foundation of the world? Yes.
And what gave them this life? The
| elements, composing our spirits
were eternal ; they were never cre-
ated, neither indeed can be; they
existed from all eternity, and were,
at a certain period, eombined or or-
ganized in the form of our spirits;

before the world was made.

This same light which gives us
life, and without which we could
not abound, proceeds ferth from the

sity of s .
from it? Noj for it fills all the
intermediate spaces between world
and world, between one

Can we get awa

far as your minds can

with this

governed.

Perhaps you may ask me why I
dwell on this mysterious subject?
I answer, why did the Lord dawell
upon it forty-two years ago, if he
did not want us, in some measure,
to understand it? Would he speak

le would ever try to under-
stand it? If the Lord wished us to
understand something, and con-
descended to revealsomething,why
should we, after forty-two years of
experience, think that we are step-
ping over our bounds in trying to

a
tEe Lord desired us to understand,
in seme measure, forly-two years
ago? It is an old sectarian whim
and notion, to suppose that we
must not try to understand revela-
tien. You kpnow that when they
come to something in the divice
records which they do not under-
stand, they will say —“ Oh, the
Lord never intended us to under-
stand that, that is a mystery, we

F

they

would be an act of foelishness on
the part of a man to attempt a rev-
elation of something that he never
intended his fellow men to under-
stand. The Lord is more consistent
i thing, he surely intends that thing

to be for the profit and edification
of the pure in heart.

I was going to say that we had
dwelt too long on baptism for the
remission of sins. But no, we
should still retain that in our re-
membrance. Not leaving the prin-
ciples of the dectrine of Christ, we
ought to go on to perfection. 1 be-
lieve that King James’s translatien
of that passage says,—‘‘ Therefore
leaving the principles of the doc-
trine of Christ let us go on unto
perfection,” .But the translation
given by the inspiration of the
Holy Ghost, through the prophet of
the Liord puts in the little word not.
“Therefore not leaving the princi-
ples of the doctrine of Christ, let
us go on untlo perfection.” I do not
want the ple to leave baptism,
or to cast from their minds, and for-
get the first principles of the doe-
trine of Christ; but, on the con-
trary, you should always retain
them in your memories. YWhen
you repented you did a good work ;
retain that good work in: your
minds. When you were baptized
for the remission of your sins,
through the ministration of a ser-
vant of God divinely authorized,
you did a good work; retain that in
your minds, do not leave that prin-

things I knew mnot. How our ca-|giple. When you had hands laid
ng Fﬂﬂmﬂﬂ may hereafler be enlarged, upon you for the gift of the Holy
know not; how they will be de-

Ghost, and that was confirmed up-
on you, you were obedient to one
of the principles of the doctrine of
Christ; do not Jeave that, but retain
it in your minds, Do not suppose,
however, that those first principles
are thé only ones to be learned ; do
not become stereotyped in your
| feelingz, and think that you must

ht |

A

proximately coemprehend what|

Yes. Then this light-that shines| can net obtain by using the light
is eternal in its nature is it? Yes, | which God has placed within us,by
because it is the same light that|usin
gives life to all things. Did our|ing

and hence the pre-existence of man | ject, the query naturally arises in

presence of God to fill the immen-| ligent being to learn concerning

8ys- | by years of research and study, has
tem and another, and between | discovered many of the great laws
universe and universe; ‘‘and there | of nature, and that he has a family
is no space in which there is no|of children growing up; de you |
kingdom, and there is no kingdom | think that he would be displeased
in which there is no space;’’ hence, | with his children because they hau
this being the case, all eternity, as|a curiosity and a desire to know
possibly | semething in relation to that which
stretch, is filled with kingdoms,and | their father understood? No, you
power of God, this light | say, he would be pleased to see the
which is the life of all things, and | intellectual faculties and powers of
the law by which all things are | his children expanding, and to hear

at random? Would he give a reve- | pleasing te. him to impart aseful
lation without expecting {hat the | information unto them? You re-

l

| me more than te im

must not search into these things, | seek, to do so with the expectation
| are mysteries.” Justasthough |of finding, In this way we may
| the Lord would reveal something | receive more and more information
that he never intended or wished |and knowledge, concerning the
the human family to understand. | things of God, and the works of his
Saying nothing about the Deity, it | hands. There are many things that

than man; and if he 1eveals a.u}'-lviaiun, the ministration of an an-

|

=

!

the present; if there be knowledge
concerning ages that are past, any
species of knowledge that would be
beneficial to the mind of man, let
us seek for if, and that which we

mr reasoning powers, by read-
ks, or by human wisdom
alone, let us seek toa highersource
—to that Being who is filled with
knowledge,and who has given laws
to all things and who, in his wis-
dem, goodness, justice and mercy,

controls all things aeccording to
their eapacity, and according to the
various spheres and conditions in
which they are placed.

When we reflect upon this sub-

our minds—If he has given a law
unto all things, and has set bounds
and conditions to every law which
he has given, will it hurt any intel-

those Jaws as far as he possibly can?
I think not. To illustrate this, let
us suppose that a learned man,

them inquiring about this,that, and
the other thing, with which he was
perfectly familiar, but of which
they were ignorant. Furthermore,
if it would be pleasing to a father
to hear his children making such
inquiries, would it not be still more

ply,**Oh yes, nothing would delight
part useful in-
struction to my children, and to aid
them in developing their mental
powers.”” Well, that is just the
way our heavenly Father feels in
relation to his children. Anything
that would be for our good to know
—and all knowledge is for our goed
if we make a right use of it—he is
willing te impart, if we but seek
unto him in a proper and accepta-
ble manner. Let us then keep all
the commandments, and laws, and
conditions which God has appoint-
ed for us to keep. It is our right
and privilege to knock,and we have
the promise that it shall be opened
to us; to seek, and when we do

we can learn, already within our

| reach, without any special and di- |

rect revelation, that is, when I say .
special revelation, I mean without
the Lord revealing directly by a

gel, or by direct words, as he re

supposing that law had been
| to %0:

i in algeb
| nothing

the great central luminary of our
system —the sun. We will suppose
that we know nothing about this
law of force, called gravity, and
that some man among us should
get a direct revelation, expressing
that law; if he had never studied
sufficiently to understand the na-
ture of these words, the very words
that he would receive would be in-
comprehensible to himself. For in-
stance, thelaw of gravity is express-
ed, in the words of Bir Isaac
Newton, as follows—*“Every parti-
cle of matter in the universe at-
tracts every other particle with a
force varying directly as its mass,
and inversely as the square of its
distance from every part.iule.”gi Now
ven
wton, or to the world, and
that there had been ne knowledge
of mathematics among men, what
would they have understood about
the law? They might have said
—“There isa formula which com-
prehends the law of the force of
the universe;” but what would
they know about it? If, however,
they understood the terms wused,
they would know how the force
varied at different distances from
the attracting or gravitating body.
That is the real revelation; it is
net the words. A thousand things
might be revealed to this congre-
gation, but jif merely revealed in
words, they perhaps would not
know anything about them. We
must understand the nature of the
thing, the nature of the idea com-
prehended in any law in order to
have it a revelation to uai; words
are nothing but signs of ideas; if
the ideas are not understood, the
words will be a mystery.

When we underfake to investigate the
laws which govern the wvarious depart-
ments of nature, we are Investigating the
laws of God. Says one—*‘*Do you mean
to eay that the law of gravitation,whichwas
discovered by sir Isaac Newton, by which
all the bodies In the universe are held in
their ]imper position, is a law of God?”’
Yes. If he has given this law of force o
all bodies, then it ir one of his Jaws, and
all who study that law study one of the
lawsof God. To illustrate Lthis still more
familiarly to the minds of the con
tion, we will say—here is Brother Kesler,

who, I presume has been teaching sehool in
bhe has some students
and perbaps in geometry; then,
perbaps, he has many echolars who know
about these things. Now suppose
that Brother Kegler should call up a class,
the members of which know mnothing
whatever of the sciences I have named,
and should express ceriain rules in algebra
to them, would that be a revelation to that
class? It would in words, but what would
they comprehend about it? 'Not a thing;
it would be as dark as midnight. There
are the words in which the rules are ex-
pressed, but could the students in that
class put those algebraic rules into opera-
tion? Ne, a process is necessary in order
to enable these children to nnderstand
the revelation, and that process is one
of slow growth, mastered a little to-day, a
Jittle to-morrow, and & little the next day,
and by and by, in one or two years, they
would probably comprehend the algebraic
revelation given to them so long before in
words. It is so with arithmelic, with

rammer, geography and almost any
%mnch of science taught in ourcommon

this house. Purhnﬁ

vealed many things to the ancient
revelators, seers, and
There are a great many things that

wecan learn independently of these | said he saw things

direct revelations; but still we need
the help of the Lord, in some
measure, in our researches, to learn
anything; we need the influence of
the Spirit of God to quicken the
light that is within us, for light
cleaves to light, and the Spirit of
God is light, and it cleaves unto the
light that enters into the composi- |
tion of the spirit of man; and when
we Kkeep his commandments - the
Lord is ever ready and willing to
quicken the judgment, inform the
mind, ‘and lead us along in our
thinking and reflecting powers,that
we may have power to understand
a great many truths, without his
coming out and saying,—‘ Thus
saith the Lord.”

There are a great many truths
which might be revealed to me in-
words which I should not be able
to understand; that is, a law of na-
ture might be revealed to me in
words, but I could not understand
the principle involved therein af-
ter it was thus revealed. Forin-
stance, 1 eould reveal a great many
things to school children in werds,
which they could not possibly
comprehend, I could give them g
revelation that would take them
perhaps two or three years deep
study to eomprehend, and yet it
could be printed in a very few
words. Just so with the Lord—he
could reveal in a few words, a prin-
cip'e to us which it wauid take
us years of study and reflec-
tion to understand. Suppose, for

prophets. | t5 me, that Paul in spea

No wonder then,
king of a man,
who was caught up to the third heavens,
that were not lawful to
be u'tered, that could not be uttered; for
if he had underiaken to utter them, Le
would have uttered something that the
people conld wot possibly comprehend,
until they had learned previous prineiples.
Sucha man might tell about eertain laws
whieh prevall in"heaven,and certain glories
which he saw there, but yet, unlese the
peoplé to whom such things were told had
placed themselves in a position to have
the Holy Ghost, or the visions of heaven
opened to their minds, the words utlered
would not be a revelation to them, for it
would be n]t?ethur beyond their powers
to comprehend.

The revelation which Sir Isaac Newton

gchoole or universities.

obtained concerning the forces ol the uni-
verse, has been developed from his day
until the present time. The whole learned
world of mathematicians have brought all
their faculties and powera to bear upon
this onc little law which I have expressed
to you, and have they got through with it?
Oh no, it is just beginniug to unfold to
them some of the common phenomena of
{he universe, and that is about ail. In
about a centary hence, if the Lord should
gpare the world, and men make as much
‘asdvance in thescmatters as they have done
in the century past, this luw, thereis no
doubt, will be carried out nto a great
manychannelsand branches Lhat we know
nothing about now. Says oue—"If it re-
quires so much study on ihe part of the
learned world to unfold and comprehen d
this one Jaw, it is disconmracing ‘to think
that there are perhaps huudreds of other
laws as intricate as this to investigate be-
fcre it is possible to come to an under-
standing of them.” We need not be dis-
couraged upon this su!jeet; forif we do
the best we can accordiug to the position
in which we are ]':;Imd, and the opportu.-
nities which we have, we do all that the
Lord requires; and by anl by we shall be
placed in a condition in w "ici we can learn

illustration, we take the principle

much faster than we ca: u w. Weneod




