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I1 WILL read a few paragraphs which
you will11 find recorded jn the book
of t- inelne and covenants com-
mencing near the middle of the
second paragraph of a revelation
given december 1832

in that he com-prehendedcomprehendedended all things that
be might be in all and through all things

thethetho light of truth which truth shinethashnethineth
thisthid lais the light 0 C christ AsA also he is in
thetho sun and the light of the suieSUB and the
power thereof by which it was made As also
be 11la jn the moon and laIs the light of the
moon and thathe power thereof by
was moaderoadeTnadeAsAs alaoalio the light of ththetho stars
and th power thereofhereof by which they were
made and the earth alsoaisoandaudand the power
thereof even thetho earth upon which you
stand

and the light which now shishshinethainethneth which1

alvetheveth you llailglightatlisIs through him imowho eenn
I1SIght eneth your eyes which IsJS
itthathat quickeneth your understandings which
I1 ight edeth forth from the prepresencegencepence of
Ggodocloci to fill the immensity Ththe elightlight
which is in all things which life to
all things which li the law by which all
things are governed even thathe power of
god who uponnilshis throne whoh la in
the bosom of eternity who is jan thetho midst
of all things

vewe willwih now pass on to the ninth
paragraph orthisof this same revelation
given through joseph smith the
prophet

all kingdoms have a law rivengivenrivris en and thetherere
are many kingdoms torlor there is no space
in the which there Is no kingdom and there
is no kingdom in which there is no space
either a greater or lesser kingdom and
unto every kingdom Is given a lawlatr and un-
to eeveryery law there are certain bounds also
and conditconditionloniioni

all beings who abisaabida not in those condi-
tions are not justified for intelligence
clearecleavecleavethtb unto intelligence wis
eth wisdom truth embraceth truth virtue
lovethloreth virtue light cleatethcleaveth unto light
mercy hathbath compassion on mercy and
claiclamercymeth her own justice contin itscourse and claimeth its own judgmentlodgment go-
eth before the face of him who uupon0a
the throne andgoverneth and executeohpaallnili 1

things hohe compreampre bendeth all things and
all thingthingsrs armarere before him and all things
arearc round about him anand hobe is above all
thinthiuthings and in all things and is through all
thingsthing and is round about altall things andlind
iilinilall11 things are by him and of him even god
forforeverever and ever

and again verily I1 sayeay unto youbouhe he hathbath
giyengiven a law unto all things by which they
moveinove in their times and their seasons and
theirthie courses aregarefameare nixedfixed even the courses of
the heavens and the earearthth which compre-
hend the earth and all thathe planets and theyrelive light to each other in their times anda their seasons la their minutes in their
bourasahourshouns in their daydays in their weelaweeks in their
montmonthsit s in ther years all these are oneono
year with god but not with man

thetha earth rolls upon her wings and the
sun his light by day and the moon

her light by night and the stars also
their light as they roll upon bleir

wings in their glory in the midst of the
power of god unto what shallshail I1 liken these
kingdoms that ye may understand be-
hold all these are kingdoms and any man
who bath seen any or the least of these
hathbath seen gedgad moving in his majesty andpower JI1 say unto you be hathbath geemseem him
nevertheless he who came unto his own
waawas not comprehended the light chineth
in darkness and the darkness comprehend
eth it not nevertheless the rayshallday shallshail come
when you shall comprehend even god be-
ingin quickened in him and by him thengshailbhailallali ye know that ye have seen me that I1
amiam tthatat I1 am the true light that lais iaIQ yousoul
and that you are lain melme otherwise ye could
not abound

behold I1 will liken thesetha kingdoms untoa man having a field and hohe sent forth his
servants into the field to dig in the field
and he said unto the go yeyo and labor
in the fieldfields and in thetho first hour I1 will come
unto you and yo shall behold thothe joy or my
countenance and he said unto the secondgo ye alsoaiso into the niefiefledd and in thothe secondfohour0 r I1 will visit you with the joy of my
countenance and also unto the third say-
ing I1 will visit you and unto thoaho fourth
and so on unto the twelfth

and the lord of the field went unto the
birstfirst in the first hour and tarried with him
all that hour and he was mademadd glad with
the light of the countenance of his lordtandkandand then hohe withdrew from the first that bobemight visit the second also and the thirdamaul the fourth and so on unto the twelfth
and thus they all received the light of thecountenance of their lord every man lain
his hour and in his time and in his season
beginning at the first and so on unto the
lastit andnd from the last unto the first and
from the first unto the last every man inhis own order until his hour was finished
even according as his lord had commanded
him that his lord might be glorified in him
and hahe in him that they all might be glori-
fied

therefore unto this parable will I1 liken
all these kingdoms and the inhabitants
thereof every kingdom in its hour and in

atsits timetimes and in its season even according
to thothe decree which god hathbath made

and abrain verily I1 sayeay unto you my
friends I1 leave thesethew sayings with you to
ponder in your hearts with this command-
ment which I1 givegite unto you that ye shall
call upon me while I1 am near draw near
unto me and I1 wlwiilwilllidiiddrawrawnaw near untoyou seek
me diligently and ye shall find me ask andye shall receive knock aalan it shall be open-
ed unto you whatsoever ye ask the father
in myray name it shailshall bobe given unto you that
laIs expedient for you and it ye ak anything
that is not expedient fortor you it shashushailshallabbingI1 turn
unto your condemnation
ibold that which you hear Is as the

voice of one crying inn thothe wilwllwildernesswilleriaderladeriaess injn
the wilderness because you cannot see him

Mmyfritirit voicevotes because my voice isepis spiritirit my
spiritP is truth truth arideth and hathbath no
end and it it bobe in you it shall abound

and itif your eye be single to my glory
your whole bodies shall be filled with light
and there shall bo no dadarknessryness in you and
that body which is felled with liolizlight compre

all things therefore sanctify
yoursyourselvesbIves that your minds become bingle
to god and the Msdays will comecomo that you
shall seetee him for be willwiilIIIili unveil his face un-
to youfouyou and it shall be in hisbis own time and
in his own way and according to his own
will I1

I1 have read these sayings from a
revelation given a little over forty
two years ago to that youth called
josejosephph SMsmithah a farmers boboyr do
ththeyey sounsoonsoundd 1likeilkeIU the ravings of a
madmanrodman do they sound like
something that was invented or
composed by the wisdom of manor
do they sound like the truth jo
seph smith was not a learned man
he hadbad to work for his living when
he was a lad and when god called
him and gave thesethose revelations
throughgli him hebe llad not studied
any more than thejhb generality of the
young men who now sit in this
congregationand probably not near
asmuthas much vetyetyet these words werevere
given to him and they contain in-
formation and knowledge far be-
yond that which you will find re-
corded in the writings torfor the learn-
edd information expressed so sim-
ply that a common mind can in
some degree grasp it and yet soao
sublime andend so great that when we
come to investigate its depthdepthssititregurequiresres greatergreatenrea er powers and greatergreiter
understandunderstanding than what man na-
turally posspossessess

we are tidtold in the part of the
first paragraph that I1 read that god
is in the sun of our ffirmamentirm ament
that he is ththe elightlight of chesuntheminwin and
that belie is the powerower of the sun by
which it was zmadeadende we are also
told that he is in the moon and
that lieho is the light of that beheaven-
ly

caven
luminary and the powertower by

which it alsoaiso was made we are
also told that god is in the stars I1
those worlds so distant from ours
those great centresbentres around which
no doubt millions on millions of
opaque bodies revolve as our planets
revolve around our central body
the sun that he is in those stars
that liehe is thertheir lightt and thepower
by whwhichich they are govergovernedlied or to
come home directly to our earthearthlehe
is in the eartheaith and is the power
and light and glory that is attached
to the elements of our globe

this would seem t exhibitI1 it bbe-
fore us the natunaturere of thathatt bebeinging
whom we worship we worship
him because of his glory greatagreatnessess
Egoodnessfodnessness justice mercy khoknow
ledge and wIsdom We worship him
because he hmhas the power to govern
and control the ununiverseiverse and be-
cause he has commandedcommanded us so to
do he is a personage and we are
told that in t e beginning man was
created in his image we are also
told that we are his sonsbons andalid his
daughters that we were begotten
by him before the foundation of
this world that we areate his off-
spring as much BOso as the little chil-
dren in this room are the offspring
of their parents seeing thenthat
liebe is a personage and that we are
inin his image we can form some
idea of the general outlines and
resemblance of that personage but
can we for a an idea odthe intelli
gence that he ppossessesassessesossesses we have
but a very limited idea of that he
comprehends all things all things
are before him all things are round
about hihimmandand he is the great and
supreme governor of all the works
of his hands

we are told that that same light
which shines from the sun from
the moon and from the stars is the
same light that quickens the on-
der

un-
derstandingsderstandings of the children of
men but who is there in this con-
gregation

t
gregation or upon the face of the
earth that can tell how that light
operates in quickening the under-
standings of men it js3 the same
light by which you are enabled to
seebachsee each other and surrounding liaikana-
ture the light that proceeds fortforthh
frohfrom all these heavenly luminaries
with very great velocity is the
saniesame light thatthat quickens the un-
derstandingderstanding do you know how
that is done I1 do not yet this is
what god has revealed he is the
light that is in all things do youvou
or I1 comprehend how that lightligat is
connected with all things no
these are lessonslessens which wowe have
got to learn in the future when we
ascend in that scale of knowledge
and intelligence now possessed bbyy
celestial beings how long it will
be before we corncomprehend these
things I1 know not how our ca-
pacitiespacities may hereafter be enlargedenlargeed
I1 know not how thetiley will be de

and quickened saso as to
comprehend all these great truths
and principles I1 know not but we
are told in this revelation that the
light that quickens the understand-
ings of the childrenchildren of men and
thatthat ligh teth all things is one and
thothe same and that it is aalsoaisoiso the life

of all things whatwha aleweare we to un-
derstandderstderstandarldarid by this navehave we life
yes we certainly have where
diddedid we obtain this life when waswas
itlt created or made there is a
revelation upon this subject which
says that intelligence or the light
of truth was notnat created neither
indeed can be Is it then eternalyes then this light that shines
is eteeternalTrial inhi its nattlenature is it yes
because it is14 the samesana6 light that
gives life to aiajr things did our
spirits that havahave power to thiel
and to reason have life before the
foundation of the world yes
and what gave them this life the
elements composing our spirits
were eternal they were never cre-
ated neither indeed cancail be they
existed from all eternity and were
at a certeertcertainalilairl period co-mbined or or-
ganized in the form of our spirits
and hence the pre existence of man
before the world was made

this same light which gives us
life and without which we could
not abound proceeds forth from the
presence of god to fill the immen-
sity of space canclan we get away
from it no for it fills all the
inintermediatetermediate spaces between world
and world betlbetibetweenveen one sys-
tem andanid another and between
bilibriluniverseverse andarid universe and there
is no space in which there is no
kingkingdomdorudorn and there is no kinhinhindomkindomkingdomdom
in which there is go space hencelicence
this beingbefog the case all eternity as
far as jouryour mindsminas caneau possibly
stre is filled with kingdom sand
with thisthi19 power of god thiasthijs light
which is the life of all things and
the lawlav by which all things arcare

I1goyergovergovernedned 1

perhaps you may askhsk me why I1
dweldondwdwellellonon this mysterious subject
I1 answer why did the lord dwell
upon it forty two years ago if he
did not want us inlu some measure
to understand it would bespeakhe speak
at random would he givejive a reve-
lation without expecting that the
people would ever try totd under-
stand itjt ifrf the lord wished us to
understand something and con
descended to reveal
abshouldotildlid we after forty two yearsears of
experience think that we aresteaare step-
ping over our bounds in trying to
approximatelybitely compcomprereherebehemfn a what
tiiethe lord desired us to understand
in some measure forty two yearsyeara
agoI1 it is an old sectarian whim
and notion to suppose that we
must not try to understand revela-
tion you know that when they
come to something in the divine
records which they dodd not under-
stand they will say oh the
lord never intended us to under
stand thathatt that is a6 mystery we
must not search into thethesei- se things
they are mysteries just as though

would reveal something
that he never IntintendedeLded or wished
the human family to understand
sayinglaying nothing about the deity it
would be an act of foolishness on
the part of a man to attempt a rev-
elation of something that he never
intended highis fellow men to under-
stand the lord is more consistent
than man midand if he reveals al y
thing hebe surely intends that thing
to be for the profit and edification
of thetho pure in heart

I1 was going to saysiy that we had
dwelt too long on baptism for the
remisrewisremissionalonplon of sins but no wawe
should stistill11ll retain that in our re-
membrancemembramembrancefice not leavingleaieaving thetho prin-
ciples of the doctrine of christ we
ought to go0o on to perfection 1 be-
lieve that kingring jamess translation
of that passage says thereforeThere foiefole
leaving the principles of the doc-
trinetritrlneofof christ let ua go on unto
perfection but the translation
given by the inspiration of the
holy ghost throughgilgli the prophet of
the lord puts in the littlewordword not
therefore notnoe leaving the princi-

pledlesies of the doctrine of christ let
us go on unto perfection JC do not
want thetho people to leave baptism
or to cast from their minds and for-
get the first principles of the doc
trine of christ but oilon the con-
trary you should always retain
them in your memories when
you repented you did a goudgood work
retainretail that good workWON in your
minds when you were baptized
for the remission of your sinsBIDS

throughtigh the ministration of a ser-
vant of god divinely authorized
youyel did a good work retain that in
your minds do not leave that prin-
ciple when you had hands laid
upon you for the giftift of the holy
ghost and that was confirmed up-
on you you were 0bedientobedient to one
of the principles of the doctrine of
christ do not leave that but retain
it in your minds do not suppose
however that those first principles
arearc tha only ones to be learned do
not become stereotyped in your
feelings andana think that you must

always dwell upon thethenthelandmandanspropro-
ceed ririgno6 further if there be
knowledge concerning the ffutureuture
if there be khovkhowknowledgeledge concecouceconcerninganing
the present if therethero be knowledgekilo
concerning agesagea that are past any
species of knowledge thattha wouldifould be
beneficial to the mind of niacinman let
us seek forfbi it and that which we
can not obtain by using the 11light
which god hashab placed within usasbyy
uusingt ing our reasoningreason ing powers by read-
ing books or by human wisdom
alone let us seek to a higher source
atoto that being who is filled with
knoWledgeand who has given laws
to all things and who in his wis-
dom goodness justice and mercy
controls all things according to
their capacity and according to the
various spheres and conditions in
whichchich they areate placed

when we reflect upon this sub-
ject the query naturally arises in
our mindsminda if he has given a law
unto all things and has set bounds
andailo conditions to every law which
behashe has given will it hurt any intel-
ligent being to learn conconcerningconcertincernin 9
those lawsjaws as far as he possibly can
I1 think not to illustrate this leletlelt
us blipsLipsupposepose that a learned man
by years of research and study has
discovered many of the great lawsjaws
of nature and that behashe has a family
of children growing up do you
think that he would be ddispleasedli

1 eA
with his children because ttheyhey hhaigau
a curiosity and a desire tto0 know
something in reidrelirelationtiontiou to that which
their father understood lono10 you
say be would be pleased the
intellectual faculties and powers of
his children expanding and to hearbear
them inquiring about this that and
the utherother thingT with which hebe was
perfectlyperfecty fafamiliarWillar but of which
they were ignorant furthermore
if it would be pleasing to a father
to hear his children making susuehsuchch
inquiries would ifit not be stistill11 more
pleasing to him to impart useful
information unto them you re-
ply ccohYes nothing would delight
me more than to impart useful jo-
st in-
structionst to my children and to aid
them in developdevelopinging their mental
powers well thathai is just the
wawayy our heavenly fathfatherhatherer feels in
relationfon to his children anything
ththatatWouldwould be for our goodgogood to know

and ailaliall11 knowledge is for our good
if wwee makelitake a right use of it 1heleI1 isis
willing to impart if we but seek
unto him in a proproperper and accepta-
ble mannermannen let us then keep all
the commandments and jaws and
conditions which god yaspashas appoint-
edadfornorfor us to keep it is our right
and privilege to knock andI1

wwee havehaie
the promise that it shall be opened
to us to seekkeea and when we do
seek to do so with the expectation
of finding in this way we may
receive more and morerhotre information
and knowledgenowlidge conceconcerningnning the
thing god and the works of his
handsbands there are many things thatthai
we can learn already within our
reach without anyany special and di-
rect revelation that is when I1 say
special revelation I1 mean without
the lord revealing rectydirectlydi bjby aA
vision thetho ministration of an an-
gel or bybi direct words as he re
healed many things to the ancient
revelatorsrevelatory seers and prophets
thereasethemethere are a great many things that
we can learn independently of these
direct revelations but still we need
the helpbelp of the lord in some
measure in our researchresearchedresearcheoeq to learn
anything wowe need the influence of
the spirit of god to quicken the
light that is within us for light
cleaves to light and the spirit of
god is I1lightight and it cleaves unto the
light that enters into the composi-
tion of the spirit of man and when
we keep his commandments the
lord is ever ready and willing to
quicken the judgment inform the
mind and lead us along in our
thinking and reflecting powpowersers that
we may have power to understand
a great many truths without hisbis
coming7 out and saying thus
saith tthehe lord

there are a great many truths
which might bobe revealed to me in
wwo ads which I1 should not be abieable
to understand that is a lawa of na-
ture might bello revealed to nionic in
words but I1 could not understand
the princprincipleipie involved therein af-
ter it was thus revealed for in-
stance I1 could reveal a greagreatt manmanyy
thingst in a to school children inih words
which they could nothot popossibly
comprehendcomprecompie hend I1 could give them a
revelation that would take themthom
perhaps two or three searsyears deep
study to comprehend and yet it
could be prprintedI1 anted in a very few
words just so with the lordlord he
could reveal inalnain a few words aprina prin-
ciple to us which it would take
us years of study and reflec-
tion to understand suppose for
illustration we tauetaketake the principle

of force or gravitation by which
things fall to the earth and by
which the planets are held in their
orbits and do not fly away from
the great central luminary of our
system the sun we will suppose
that we know nothing about this I1

law of force called gravity and
that some man among us should
get a direct reyrevelationelation expressing
that law if he had never studied
sufficiently to understand the na-
ture of these words the very words
that hebe would receive would be in-
comprehensible to himself for in-
stance the law of gravity is express-
ed in the words of birsir isaac
newton as follows every parti-
cle of matter in the universe at-
tracts every other particle withawith a
force varyvaryingirig directdirectlyJy as its mmassass
and inversely as the square ofor its
distance from every particle now
supposing that law had been given
to newton or to the world and
that there hadbad been no knowledge
of mathematics among men what
would they have understood about
the law they might have said

there is a formula which com-
prehendsends the law of the force of
the universe but what would
they know about it if however
they understood the terms used
they would know how the forceform
varied at diffierent distances from
the attracting or gravitating body
that is the real revelation it is
not the wordworde A thousand things
mightight be reveraverevealedaled to this congre-
gation but ffif merely revealed in
words they perhaps would not
know anythingallig about them we
must underunderstandstancL the nature of the
thing the nature of the idea com-
prehendedended in any law in order to
have it a revelation to usaus words
are nothing but signs of ideas if
the ideas are not understood theibe 1

words will pedo a mystery
when we underundertakelarelake to investinvestigatelaigaie thoiho

laws which govern the various depart-
ments of nature we are investigatinginvestigation bethe
laws of god says one do youson meanmeancan
to sayeay that the law
discodiscoverederedcred by eleste isaac newton bychichby which
all the bodies in the universe are held in
their proper position Is a law of god
yes itif he has given this law of force to
all bodies then it Isir onoone of hisills laws and
all who studyeludy that law study one of the
lawsom god to illustrate this stillbelll more
familiarly to the minds of the cocongrega-
tion

I1

we will say here Is brother kesler
whoa presume habhas been teachteachinglul school in
this housebouse perhaps hebe hashis some students
in algebra and perhaps in geometry then
perhaps behe has many scholars who know
nothnothinging about thesethere things now suppose
that brotherbrothen keslerkesier call up a class
the membermembersii of which know nothing
whatever of the sciences I1 have named
and should express certain rules in algebra
to them would that be a revelation to that
class itwould in words but what would
they comprehend about itlt anotn thing
it wouldatwould be as dark asab midnight there
alethearearc the words in which the rules areere ex-
pressed but could the students injn that
class put those algebraic rules into opera-
tion no a process Is necessary in order
to enable these children to understand
the retereverevelationlallon and that jprocess Is one
0off slowsiow growth mastered a little todayto day a
little tomorrowto morrow and a little the next day
and by and by in one or two years they
would probably comprehend the algebraic
revelationelation given to them BOso long before in
words it is BOso with arithmetic with
grammgrammercr geography and almost any i

branch of science taught in ouroun common
schools or universities nolio wonder then
to meme thatthit raulpaul in speaking of a man
who was caught up to the third heavens
daldkald he saw things that were not lawful to
be u that could not be uttered for
if he had undertaken to utter them haho
would have utterutteredcd something thitthat the
people conidI1 not possibly comprehend j

until they had learned prpreviouscylous principles
suchsuehSnchamana man might tell about certain laws
which prevail and certain glories
which he saw there but yet unless the
people to whom such things were told had
placed themselves in a portionjonJou to have i

the holy ghost or the visions of heaven
opened to their minds the wordswoods uttered
would nnotnolot be a revelation to them for it
would be altogether beyond their powers
to comprehend

the revelation which sir isaacisaae newton
obtained concerning the forces 0ofI1 the uni-
verse has been developed frotrofromin his day
until the present time the whole learned
oridworldorld of mathematicians have brought all I1

I1

i

their faculties and power to beabear upon
this one tittle law which I1 have expressed
to you and hayehave they rotgot through with it
oh no it is just beginning to unfold to i

them some of the common phenomena of0
the universe and that is about all in
about a centuryhanchence if tiiethe lord should
spare the world and men make as much 1

advance in tientier9sasas they have done
in the century past this lawliw there is no
doubt will be carried olat intoito a great
many channelsI1 sandand brancbraucbranchetranchesbranchesbe that we know
nothing about now saya oueone if it re-
quires so much study on the part of the
learned world to unfold andawl comprehend
this one law it lais E to think
that there aroare perhaps huurrehundredsde of other
laws as intricate as this to investigate bc
jorefore it is possible to come to an under-
standing of them we need not be dis-
couragedcouraged upon this for if we do
the besteebest we can accoraccordingdiugdlug to the position
in which we are placed und the upopportu-
nities which we have we do all that the
lord requires and by anait I1 by we shall bobe
placed in a condition lnin vi h- wei can icamlearn
much faster than we ca 11i wV we need


