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THE EDITORS COMMENTS

TIM DISASTER

AM the circumstances attending the
sinking of the U S cruiser maine in
the harbor of havana are more thor-
oughly considered the impression
gathers strength both in this country
and elsewhere that there is more prob-
ability of the disaster being due to

someome fiendish plot than to accidentanam investigation of the wound in the
sidebide may throw some light on

thetee subject it may disclose whether
the destructive force came from with
IS OT without in the latter case there
AM be no doubt about it being the
wark of0 an enemy the difficulty of

the real facts will be
creates9 if it shall be found that the
thresselresseLtlexplosionI1 onion took place in the interior of
ithe vessel but before the results of
the investigation are known the con-
jecturesjectures freely indulged in axeare useless

spain has always been watching
illIII concealed jealousy the marvel-

onavok prprogress of the united statesprom the day the colonies engaged in
abatherr nonobleble struggle for independence
abb bVM tIon has been apparent it
WWM bhain that endeavored to checkcheek
the good offices of france later itought toftto strict the boundaries of thenewnvnewbornborn nation in 1812 spain sided
ewh england and planned an expedi-
tion against the americans in the
CIVIIVarwar spain was found on the sideof the confederate states and wouldprobably have lent it material aid hadItIit been in a condition to do so in 1873spaniards seized a vessel floating the
american nagflag and killed the captain
and some of the crew and passengers
merely on stususpicionAcion that the craft car-ried supplies for the cuban insurgents
theze exploits of general weyler in cubaane past tewfew years mdand the disregard
ofat sheae rights of american citizens inthat island axeare still fresh in the mindsbff thehe public to say nothing of thewt thidthat two representatives of spain
in successionslon have expressed views ofthe united states and the chief execu-
tive of mhd nation such as renderedthem unfit for the diplomatic service inwe country but notwithstanding allthis it would be unjust to charge themaine calamity to spain without indis-putable

probably the disaster will serve tofocus public attention on the insurrec-tion in tubacuba and result in a more pengenorpaerm demand torfor cessation of the hos-tilitiestili ties there indirectly Fitat least theconditions on the illana havo cotcost theunited states biporie of her fenest cruisersand many valuableabla haps what iscalled the destina of nations often anadpears to turn on incidents of lessimportance and it Is thatthe fate of cubalihn and the cubans bvthisIS wmwill bpbe apnearer a9 dpdercinoneon or the losslosi of themaine tp the united states may costspain an island
I1

TUX MI iSlON

iolder JT W mcmurrinMfMe Murrin of the firstcouncil of seventies and one of the
counselors to the presidentnt of the eu-ropean mission in a private letter topresident 0 cannon giveselves
acome statistics reeardinevardine the labors ofmissionaries in that field darlne thevastpast year PIShia letter is iundoubtedlyof interest to the bublicthee reports ftshowow that there were
1412 cimine thothe year anincrease of over isitt the writerhas been looking over thothe n for
solasortie years back and found that there
has not benbeen so many baptism si in one

year in the european mission since
1884 the average number of baptisms
for each year since 1884 has been 1150
except in 1887 when it was 1398

it toIs true brother ln
writes we have more missionaries in I1

the field now than ever before and wetwe
do not have as many baptisms for each
elder as some former years still I1
think it very gratifying to find that
with the great increase of elders we
have an almost corresponding increase
of baptisms in spite of the fact that
the gospel has been preached so ex-
tensivelyten in these countries for so many
years back I1 am of the opinion that
the elders of this mission still meet
with as much success as their fellow
laborers in other parts of the world

the elders laboring in great britain
during the past year have visited

houses in tradingactingtr from door to
door and have held gospel con-
versations they have received
special invitations to visit the houses
of the people where they have beentracting and distributed tracts
and placed gospel books in thehands of investigators they have
held hall or cottage meetings and

I1
open air meetings this labor has

resulted in the conversion of souls
prejudices have been removed and hun-
dreds of friendafriend have been made while
the warning has been sounded in the
ears of tens of thousands the
missionaries themselves have had theirtestimony strengthened and they havebeen established firmly in the truthtn the netherlands mission therehave been baptisms in switzer-
land and germany inn the scandi-
naviann vier countries and 10 in turkey
the elders operating on the continent
do not engage so extensively in tract-

s those do who labor in great
britain neither do they hold open air
meetings such not being allowed in
any of the continental couTcountriestries where
our elders are laboring the tracts in
use in the missions on the continent
anrerp very much larger than those used
in great1 reat britain and the cost of them
would make it impossible for the
riderselders to use them as freely as they

TPT P used in this part of the mission
good success attends the missionaries

ththe continent and in spite of the
fact that in some ways they preare ham
rporedapa and do not have as good oppor-
tunitiestuni ties for preaching the gospel as
tlthe fiersrs in Cireatgreat britain have chev
mainmaintaintsin a hierzer average of baptism
for earheach elder than has been reached0
for some time by the brethren in ththe
Telshash ipers

the missionaries in all parts of the
mis ion are see kiner to adopt the best
methods possible for the spreading of
the gospel and they are laboringlaborinsr with
a zzeatpa and faith that are commend
ble for the hm pint nf tbthe w vair1

they have been called
arllT r states in conclusion
that the health of the elders with very

elderr A TT baird of the of
Ann atles and elder PV IF hintze ar-
rived in liverpool january wh and
srput some days and afterwards

a special meeting at
fromeprom this place they

went to Cpr liff where the welsh con-
ference was held and then spent three
denva inTI london

during the lipit of elder lund n
liverpool in accordance with instruc-
tionsI1 from president wilford wood-
ruff r16 r M was setapt apart as
n of the first council of seventies
in ne aning this elder mcmurrin
writes

refordbefore I1 was set apart brother

lund asked me itif I1 was willing to ac-cept of the position I1 answered yea
he then asked me itif I1 knew of any-
thing that would prevent me from dirediacharcharginggini the duties of the office i
answered no after this he talkedto me in an impressive manner in rera
lation to the importance of the callingcal linarand office and then set me apart I1feel that a very serious responsibility
has been placed upon me and it seemamarvelous to me that I1 should becalled to such a position I1 pray thelord to bless me with the qualification
necessary to enable me to dischargedischar
the duties of the calling to his divineacceptance

A PICNIC

among the books and papers of thisthia
office was found the other day a copycony
of an invitation to a picnic at the head
waters of big cottonwood issued bypresident brigham young for
july 1857 it is interesting aashowing very neat typographical work0att that early day and still morem0re be-causeicae that particular picnicpianic is of hiable

interest to utah it was durduc
ing the progress of the entertainment
that word was brought to the assem-
bled people that johnstons arrayarmy wasw
coming the invitation card is as foufilows

PICNICPIC NIC PARTY
at the

I1 HEAD WATERS
of

BIG cottonwood
president brigham young bresneerespectwwfully invites

and family to attend a picnicpic nic
at the lake in big cottonwood kanammon friday of july

regulations
you will be required to start so as topass the first mill about four miles vm

the kanyon before 12 on thurs-day the as no person will be al-lowed to pass that point after 2 Ocloftp m of that day
all persons are forbidden to smokecigars or pipes or kindle fires at any

place in the kanyon except on thethacamp ground
the bishops are requested to accom-

pany those invited from their respect-
ive warr and see that each person isiawell fitted for the trip with good subaubsteady teams wagons har-ness hold backs and locks capable of0completing the journey without repair
and a good driver so as not to bendan
ger the life of any individual

bishops will before passing the flaat
mill furnish a full and complete list orofall persons accompanying them fromtheir respective wards and hand thesame to the guard at the gate

great salt lake city july 18 18871857

conference IN BROOKLYN

elder john M whittaker now lablabor-
ing

ot
in new jersey forwards to the

news clippings from several NOWne
york papers relating to the
conference held in brooklyn on the ath

and ath instants the herald has a
Syn of an address delivered by
elder W H king representa-
tive in congress which is fair rather
than otherwise and which was in part
reproduced in the press dispatches theday after the address was delivered

the world praised the singing
which was led by a sex but saldsaid
the organ was wheezy which tois veryvecy
likely true it gave someacome of the
8speakerspe 91kers credit for being good
preachers but criticizedcriticised others on the
ground of poor oratory the worldsWor lda
remarks on this line convey the ideaide
that it had been led to look for ahigher
order of oratorical talent on the part


