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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

THE MAINE IMSABTER,

AN the eclrcumatapces attendlng the
#inking of the U. 8. cruiser Maine In
the harbor of Havana are more thor-
oughly considered, the impression
gathers strength, both in this country
and elsewhere, that there is more prob-
abillty of - the diraster being due to
some flendish plet than to aceident.
An fnvestigation of the wound In the
ship’'s side may throw some light on
the subject; tt may disciose whether
the destructive force came from with-
in or without. In the latter case there
can  be no deubt about It being the
work of an enemy. The difficulty of
ascertalning the real facts will be
greatest. If it shall be found that the
explosion took place In the Interior of
the vessel. But before the results of
the Invesatigation are known the con-
Jectures freely indulged In are uselesa.

Spaln has always bheen watchlng
with lli-concealed jealousy the marvel-
ous progrees of the United States.
From the day the colonles engaged In
their noble struggle for independence,
this dispesitlon has been apparent. It
waBe Spain that endeavered to check
the good offices of France. Later it

sought to restrict the boundaries of the!

new-born nation. In 1812 Spain sided
with Fngland and planned an expedi-
tlon agalnst the Americans. In the
Civil war Spain was found on the side
of the Confederate states, and would
probably have lent it material ald, had
it been In a condition to do so.

and some of the erew and pasgengers,
merely on suspicion that the craft car-
ried supplies for the Cuban insurgents.
The exploits of General Weyler in Cubs
the past few years and the disregard
of the rights of Amerlcan eltizens In
that island are stlil fresh in the mindas
of the publie, toe say nothing of the
fact that two representatives of #paln
in succession have expressed views of
the United States and the chief execu-
tive of thé natlon. such as rendered
them unfit for the diplomatie service In
this eountry. But notwithstanding atl
thie, it would be unjust to charge the
Maine ealamity to Spaln without indis-
putahle nroof.

Prohably the Adlaaster will serve to
focus puhlie attention on the Inaurree-
tion In Cubn, and result In & more Fen-~
ernl demnnd for ecemaation of the hon-
tiitles there, Tndirectlv at least. the
corditinre on the feland have gpet the
United States orle nf her finest eruisers
andk many valpahle lives,
called the destinv of nationa often An-
Pears to turn on Ineldants of mnueh lesg
imDartanes. and it fs cnnpetvahla thnt
Yhe fate of Cuhn and the Cubans v
this will he hroneht nasrer g Aaciaing
one Wiy nr annthar. Tha loss nf the
Mafna tn the TInited Staten may coat
Epaln an istand,

THE EUROPEAN MTSSION.

Elder J. W, McMurrin, of the First
Council of Seventies and one of the
coun=elors to the president of the KEu-
ropeAn missfon, in a private letter to
Prerident Georee ©O. Cannon, eives
some Rtatistics reearding the lahors of
missfonnries In that fiald Auring the
past year. His leattar is vndpubtedly
of Intereat tn the weneral puhle.

The reports shnw that there were
1.412 bantisme durine ths vear 180T, an
Incrense of 244 aver 1898,  The writer
has been Tonking over the renarte fap
fsomp vears back and fonnd that there
has not been B0 many bapt/sms: in one

Whnat Isl

year, in the European misston,
1884,
for each year since 1884 has been 1,150,
except in 1887, when it was 1,388,

is true,”” Brother McMurrin
, "'we have more miassionarles In
the fleld now than ever before, and we
do not have as many baptisms for each
Elder as some former years: atill, I
think It very gratifylng to find that
with the great Increase of Elders we
have an almost corresponding increase
of baptisms. In spite of the fact that
the Gospel has been preached so ex-
tensively in theae countries for 80 many
vears back, I am eof the opinion that
the Elders of this mission still meet
with as mueh success as their fellow-
laborers in other parts of the world.”

The Elders laboring in Great Hritaln
durlng the past year have vislted
384,109 houmes in tracting from door te
door, and have held 55887 Gospel con-
versatlons. They have received 13,468
special Invitations to visit the houses
of the people where thev have been
tracting, and distributed 1.271.268 tracts
| and placed £.963 Gospel books in the
hands of investigaters. They have
held 8558 hall or cottage meetings and
4,104 open air meetings. This laber has
resulted in the conversion of 603 soula:
prejudices have been removed and hun-
dreds of friends have been made, while
the warning has been pounded in the
eards oOf tens eof thousands. The
misaionaries themsaelvea have had their
testimony strenzthened. and thev have
been eatabllashed firmly In the truth,

Tn the Netherlands misclon there
have been 126 baptisma: 271 In Switzer-
|land and Germany: 502 tn the Scandi-
navian countries and In Turkey.
| The Widers operating oan the enntinent
do not epEAge B0 axtensively in tract-

~ mna those do who labor in Graat
Britain: nelther do thev hold open-air
mgetings. suech not being allowed In
any of the continental countries where
our Fldera are lnhoring. The tracts in
use In the misslona on the continent
~ra very much larger than thome used
in Great Rritain, and the cost of them
would make It ftmpoasible for the

Tlders to use them as freely a= they
are used In this part of the mlaslon.
,Good succers attenda the missionaries
2™ the eontinent., and in splte of the
Ifaet that In some wayva they are ham-
rerad and do not have ns good oppor-
tunltiesn for preachine the (Jospel am
the Widars in (Ireat Rritnin have. thev
mirintnin a hicher average of haptisma
for each Tider than har heen reached
for aome tfme by the brethren in the
Ti-itieh Tales.

The misslonaries in all parts of the
mis<itn are seekineg to adont the hast
methndsa nossihle for the spreading of
the Goupel, and thev are laborine with
n zanl and fatth theat are commeandna.
hlr for the acenmnlichment nf the marte
wharenntn they have been cailed,
T 1dar MeMnurrin  states in conclusion
that the health of the Flders with very
fexw axcentlnng 18 gpood.

Flder A, H. Taind. of the Council of
Arnstlaa, nnd Flder F. F. Hintze ar-
ritvad ip Liverpnol January 18th, and

sinoe

anent  mome Anve and afterwards
nttanded a gpecial meeting at
Kirmingbam, Trom thin nlace they

want to Crrdiff. whare the Welsh con-
frrenep wnf held. and then spent three
dsva in Tondon,

Durine the vieit of Elder TLund ™
 Livernonl, In necnrdanes with instrue-
tinna feam President Wilford Wood-
roff, Wider MeAfurrin was ast anart as
nna nf the Firat Conneil of Seventies.

Cnrearning this Flder McoMurrin
writes:
"Beforée T was =set apart, Rrother

The average number of baptisms:

tfeel that a very serlous responsikility

Lund asked me if I was willlng to geo-
cept of the posltien. I answered 'Yeg *
He then asked me If I knew of appny.
thing that would prevent me from ajs.
charging the duties of the oftice,

answered ‘No. After this he talkeq
to me in an impressive manner in re.
lation te the Importance of the caling
and office, and then set me apart, ¢

hus been placed upen me, and it seemg
marvelous to me that I ghould be
called to such a position. I pray the
Lord to bless me with the qualificationg
necessary to enable me to ﬂlscharge
the dutles of the calling, to His djvipe
acceptance.’

A HISTORICAL PIONIOQ,

Among the books and papers of this
office was found the other day a copy
of an invitatlon to a picnle at the head
waters of Blg Cottonwood, lssued by
President Brigham Young, for Friday
July 24th, 187, It 18 "interesting gg
showing very neat typographical wopk
at that early day, and stlll more pe-
cause:that particular picnic 18 of Qig.
torical interest to Utah. It wag dur-
ing the progresa of the entertainment
that word was brought to the asgepp.
bled people that Johnston's army was
comlng. The invitation eard Is ns fg1.

lows: i
PIC-NIC PARTY
at the
HEAD WATERS
of
BIG COTTONWOOD.,
President Brigham YoOun® respect-

fully invite ——MmXm—— =~
and family to attend a Plc-Nie party
at the lake in Blg Cottenwood kanyon
on Friday, 24th of July.

REGULATIONS.

You will be required to start so ay o
pase the firgt mill, about four milen up
the kanyen, befere 12 o’clock. on Thyrg.
day, the 23rd, as ne person wlil e g|.
lowed to pase that point after 2 o'clock,
p. m. of that day.

All persons are forbidden to smoke
¢lgars or plpes, or kindle fireg, pt any
place in the kanyon. exeept on the
camp ground.

The Blshops are requested to acocom-
pany those invited from their regpect-
tve ward~ and see that each persgn ia
well fitted for the trip, with goed, suh-
stantial, steady teams, wagons, harp-
ness, hold-backs and locka, capahle of
completing the journey without repalr,
and a good driver, 80 AS not to endan-
ger the life of any indlvidual,

Bishops will, before passing the Argt
mill, furnish a full and complete list of
all persons accompan¥ing them from
their respective wards. and hand the
saame to the guard at the gate.

Great Salt Lake City, July 18, 1857.

CONFERENCE IN BROOKLYN,

Elder John M. Whittaker, now tabor-
Ing In New Jersey, forwards to the
“News" clippings from several New
York papers relating to the Mormon
conference held in Brooklyn on the §th
and 7th instants, The Herald hag a
synposis of an address delivered by
Elder W. H. King, Utah's representa-
tive in Congress, which i3 fair rather
than otherwise, and which was in part
reproduced in the press dispatches the
day after the address was delivered,

The World praigsed the singing
whiob was led by a sextette, but saild
the organ was wheezy, which 18 very
lkely true. It gave sdome of the
speakers  credit for being good
preachers, but eriticized others on the
ground of pcor oratory. The World's
remarks on this line canvey the idea
that it had been led to look for a higher
order of oratoriecal talent on the part



