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in the vicinity some of whom

shownlown considerable interest in the
iel1 and had been kind to the elders
in the evening we held a little meet

ai the house ofof a mr jepsen who
about two miles from bunnybunnythorpethorpe
essedd the little congregation in
it and spoke with considerable

acimm bbututmostmost if not all of those
tt were unwilling to accept the
theahe old lutheran c teedreed to which

4 adhered being good enough for
there are quite a number of

in new zealand who
beir countrymen in america makemak

J settlers but only a few of them
i much for religion and those who
airee generally sticklersklers for the creed
air forefatherslore fathers after the meeting

balkedwalked dackback to bunnythorpeBunnythorpe where a
B a merchant received
anh kindness and kept us over night
andd his estimable wife are
off mormonism

november elder jex
i got an overdose of danish in theth
sevagg last night was sick this morn
and it was with consiaconsiderableerable dim-

y that he walked with me the six
i to palmerston north but on our
ralI1 there we were made welcome
treated with much kindness by sis

betlette katrine together
h brother jepsen had waited several
as for us but before we came he
lo10ao leave home to resume his work
SdA distanceistance here we also met elder

inerner again who had arrived in
arston the day before after being
inistesteredered to elder jex felt much
sr and was able to resume his jour
with us before night he alter-
sIs explained that hebe could stand the
ri tongueI1

alone but when it came
9 combcombination of danish and maori
the same time he gets more than he

conveniently digest not being a man
jefryory great physical powers this in

t reminds me of an experience I1
while travetraveling inin company with

tre
bit

dentent jesse N smith of the snow
stakeSt e nearly two years ago bro

patt smith insisted that I1 should do the
astas share of the public speaking as we

meetings in the different settlebettle
tantsavais which I1 did until brother smith

alsoloiso hoarse that he could scarcely
corvese in a tune loud enough to be

antard how elder smith could get
aasi e by listening to mymy preaching has

teenbeen a puzzle to me and I1 did
labostaft wak danish either

Y after a pleasant visit with sister jep
who is very hard of hearing but is a

1jvoteddevotedted saint who enjoys the spirit 0
gospel we proceeded by team tpto

ie maori village called te
abed about two miles south otof pal

n north where we held an interest
V tog attle meeting in the evening with

wethe maori saints who seemed to ampre
F alke our visit very much weWe were

alsoaho well taken care of during the night
toyby elder benari who presides
owover the branch

saturday november aoth elders
gardnercardner jex and myself accompanied
by henan and two other na

te boarded the traittrain
thelastAtathe last named place and traveled

three miles southward to pori
tua gurtefourteeneti miles from wellington
ware we arrived at 1145 a8 m having
enjoyed the sight of the beautiful scenery
ballarid landscapes both along the coast and

j inland at poriruaPori rua we met elders
windamWin fam S dimond and horace W

W

barton who are laboring in the mana
aatu district and we then walked a mile
to the native village of ahia
which is pleasantly situated on the pori
rua bay here there is a lively branch
of the church we were made welcome
in the house of beera te kanae
who presides over the branch and we
also met elders james S abbott and
john H ellis the other two missionaries
who labor in the district
the saints at Taka had made
splendid preparations lorfor the reception
of their visitors being well provided
with food which they cooked in good
style and served in a large tent raised
for the purpose adjacent to our quarters
there are some fine maorislaoris at this place
most of them can speak and understand
english and are otherwise above the
average of their race in intelligence
they belong to a historic and brave
branch of the maori people of which
they seem to be justly proud and
brother beera showed us a
genealogical chart which gave his fore-
fathers for thirty six generations back
we commenced our first meeting at 3 p
m I1 being among the speakers elders
gardner and dimond and a native bro-
ther were the speakers in the evening
meeting

sunday december our cofferconfer-
ence at ahia was continued and
three meetings were held in response
to written invitations a number of euro-
peans attended the first two meetings
at which the preaching was done in engl-
ish elder gardner and myself being
the speakers we had a good time and
the holy ghost gave the servants of the
lord utterance we also blessed two
children in the evening meeting el-
ders jex ellis and barton and several
of the native brethren were the speak-
ers

monday december and 1I com-
menced my historical labors in good
earnest being assisted by elders jex
abbott and others of the brethren by
way of finishing our conference another
meeting waswits held in the evening at
which elder gardner and I1 were the
principal speakers the following two
days were spent by myself attending to
historical work whilehile president gard-
ner and the other elders wrote letters
and conversed witwithh the saints on the
ath wednesday elders jex dimond
barton and ellis left porirua to resume
their missionaryharv labors in other parts of
the district

the district embraces that
part of the north island of new zealand
which lies between the west coast and
the range of mountains it ex-
tends from and includes wellington on
the south to and including the Taranaki
country on the north the baptized
membership conconsistssits of go90 or souls
including children of IN 37 are eu-

ropeansro of the five elders iromfrom zion
in the district at the present time three
are laboring among the maorislaoris and ttwow 0
among the europeans the latter el-
ders jexex and dimond are having a hard
time of it as the white inhabitants otof
that part of the country though quite
numerous have no inclination to receive
the gospel it is very seldom that the
elders can obtain school houses to
preach in or indeed any public building
without paying a high rent and only a
few will open their houses forbor cottage
meetings nor do the people as a rule
treat the elders with that hospitality
which is sometimes characteristic of peo

pie who live in a new and sparsely set-
tled country they usually have to pay
for their board and lodging while the
two elders laboring among the euro-
peans generally travel on foot or by train
the three among the maorislaoris travel on
hothorseback

the Waira rapa district consists of four
brbranchesarches of which three consists of
Mamaorioriandand oneffone of european members

1 the latter is called the palmerston
branch and consists of the saints resid-
ing in palmerston north and at ashurst
and fairy glen near fielding most of
the members were baptized in other
parts otof new zealand but located at
different times in the country
where eldereldee ben goddard on decem-
ber nth 1892 organized them into a
branch of the church with robert arm-
strong who was already an elder as
president A series of meetings were
held in the theatre at palmerston north
at which there was a good attendance of
people who seemed interested in the
principles advocated by elders william
T stewart and ben goddard but none
so far have yielded obedience to them
A sunday school which still holds regu-
lar sessions was organized at palmer-
ston north on july ath 1893

the ahia branch also fre-
quently called the porirua branch con-
sists of the native saints residingresiding in the
native village of ahia witchwhich lies
adjacent to the european town of fori
rua which is fourteen miles north of
wellington the branch was organized
by elders john W and
david muir september soab 1888 with
hozepa Horomona as president it is
still the testbest branch in the district

the branch consists of the
maori saints residing in a scattered con-
dition near palmerston north the bulk
of them however lives at Awa puni a
little village situated two miles south-
west otof palmerston north on the foxtonfoxtow
railway some also live at
taurau and Puke tatara the branch was v

organized may lath 1885 but has
seen many ups and downs and changes
since that time

the third maori branch of the mana
aatu district isis called the
branch and consists of saints residing in
ai village ofdf that name I1 situated about
four miles northwest of levin railway
station fifty nine miles noathnorth of welling-
ton or thirty miles south otof palmer-
ston north the branch was first or-
ganized august loth 1890 by elders
joseph N cewoodhey wood and joseph S
groesbeck but can hardly be said to
exist at the present as most of the
former members have left the church
and others moved away to other parts
of the country

thursday december eth elder
gardner and myself bid farewell to the
good saints of ahia or poriruaPori rua
and also elder james S abbott the pres-
ident of the district who ac-
companiedcompa nied us to the railway station and
traveled fourteen miles by rail through
a hil y country to wellington the capi-
tal of new zealand where we spent the
remainderremainaer of the day attending to busi-
ness connected with the transportation
of our elders and we also spent some
time in the museum and the public
library

Wwellingtonilin ton the capital or empire
city I1 0of new zealand and the seat of
government of the colony is situated at
the head of port nicholson a fine bar
bor circular in form and one of the


