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the tribe Korlish and to the family
of Hashiem, who had the title of
“Princes of Mecca” and hereditarvy
guardians of the Kaaba. All this
notwithstanding, Mohammed was
Fonr_ and after the death of his
nther, Abdnllak, was handed over
to a Bedouin purse, with whom he
remnined for two years in the wil-
derness. The lLoy was, however,
afflicted with sickovss. He had
sometimes fite, which were thougnt
to be caused by wevil spirits. Lo
order to come out of the reach of
these he was anguin bronght to
Mocca, Inthe year 577 his mother,
Aminn, died, and the little Moham-
med was now conveyed first to his
grandfuther, Ab-el-bMut alib, and
then, when this worthy gentleman
died, to his uuncle, Abu Talib. This
luat one he ssinatimes accompanied
on his travels, aml at other times e
earned a living as a cowboy or
shepherd in the vicinity of Mecea.

But fate smiled upon him. He
ohtained employment from a
wenlthy widow pained Chidja, who
conducted the business left by
her husband. 1o his new position
the future prophet bad opportuni-
ties lo make business trips to Syria
and the southern parts of Arabia;
and sn well did hie acqguit himself of
his work, that the widow rewarded
him witls her hand and heart, and
everytbing pertaining thereto. Thus
Mohammed became at unce wealthy
and occupied a respected position in
Mecea.

Like many a great genius, Mo-
hammed was of melaucholy l.fispo«
sition. He loved solitude and re-
tired very often to a place where he
could meditate and conlemplate. A
eave in the mountain ‘Hira, near
Mecca, was often visited by him for
such purposes. Here he began to
receive visions and revelations,
which were often accompanied by
paralytic fits, a weakoese which
never left the prophet during his
lifetime. Herv he conceived the
grand {dea of reforming the religion
of his countrymen and of cleansing
it from gross errors.

The inhabitants of the Arabinu
peninsula, the Arabs, are descend-
ants of Ishmael, Abrmhams son
with Hagar. Without doubt, their
religion was originally nearly ldien-
tical with thatof the great patriareh,
hut at the time of Mohammed the
people had almost entirely forgotien
the traditions once handed down
from Hagar and I[shmiel. S8aboism
{the worshipping of the stars) and
vven lower forms of Idolatry had
found their way amoag the people,
and Lad their centrum in Meces,
Hyre was the sanctuary, the Kaaba,
which according to tradition haid
heen founded by Ishmael hirnself.
Hundreds of idols had seatsof honor
in thia tower-like building;and here
wus the mysterious black stone
which is stil] an object of the great-
ust reverence, as Sohammed haid
wis iom enough not to interfere with
thir bullding apy further than to
cleanse it from its idols. Hence
Mecea, with ita Kanba and black

stone ( Hadjar ulaswad) is_ yet the

central point of Islam.

Molhiammed was forty years old
when he first publicly announced
his new principles. It was his idea

to clennse the religious rites and
traditions prevalent among the
Acralms, and to  leave them
a religion in every respect
identical with that of Abraham.
“His object was certainly so far good,
and this explains perhaps why lalam
in su many respects resembles Juda-
ism and (%hrist;ianﬁy. Some have
charged the founder with deliberate
fraud in mixing Christianity and
Judaism together with hisown ideas,
iu order to be able to produce a new
religious system. Nothing, however,
substantiates this suppusition. It
was ag far from Mohammed’s mind
to produce something as it was from
Luther’s. He wanted, like the real
reforiners, to bring forth agnin the
old, long forgotten standards of per-
fection. This was his real ailm. It
he failed, if his opus became n mix-
tum compositum, well, which of the
reforiners was not more or less a
failura?

It spenks well for Mohamines, for
his moral character and sincerity,
that among his first faithful follow-
ers was his wife, Chudidja, and
others who best knew his private
life. ‘That he, as little as other ve-
formers went free from persecu-
tione show that human pature is
the same everywhere in the shade
of the wingsof the blessed American

Arabia.

More than once his envmies laid
gluns to take his life, aml bhe found

imself under the necesaity of — to
ufe & modern expression—‘taking
the underground.”” But while in
exile he labored faithfully fn the
work before him, and among the
pilgrims who yearly came to Mecca
he found many followers, particu-
Iarly among the inhabitants of Me-
dinn, and these finally prevalled
upon him to come and take ug his
residence in their midst.  This (light
to Medina the so-called Hedjrah (or
Begirn) tgok place oun July i6th,
822, and from this eveut the Mos-
lems count the commencement of
their religion aml the commence-
ment of the Mohammedan era.

In Medinn, Mohammed organized
his followers and built the first
mosque, and from now on e city
was par excellence, the capital of the
prophet and the centrum of Islam,
a dignityjwhich again, a little later,
was returoed to Meeca.

From Medlina, Islam spread very
quickly. It was anpnounced as n
cominandment from God that this
religion should bespread by the help
of the sworl; in blood and flame the

Word should be given to men.
Megea was first besivged, and, after
several struggles, conquered.  The
idols were now desttoyed, but the
Kaabn was declared to be the
sanctuary of the one God and the
true faith. An attempted lnvasion
of Persin resulted in total defeat,
Lut in other dircctions the sword of
Mohammed was victorious, and at
the death of this wonderful reformer
the whole of Arabia had accepted
Islam. The prophet died on June
8, 632, just @s he had returped to
sedina from n pilgrimage to Meerca.
He left behind him nipe lawful
wives. Two had already preceded
bim to the heavenly paredise.

Concerning the visions and

eagle and on the burning sands of
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ascension to heaven of this Oriental
prophet, we are told the followlng:
He hud his first vision on Mount
Hira, one hour’s journey from Mee-
ca. As he was engaged In prayer
and meditation a volee was heard:
I “Cry!’* and he eaid, ‘““What ghall
I cry?” Upon v hich came the an-
ewer, “U'ry out, In thy oame, O
Lord!'’ These words are the first of
the Koran, although first found
in the 96th chapter of its
present edition. As soon as
Mohammed awoke from his ecstasies
| he felt as if a book had been written
in his heart. His wife, whom he
alwnys kept posted om his experi.
ences, on hearing this, exelaimed:
“Rejoice, dear husband! He in
whose hnnds is the fate of Chadi-
djah is my witness that thou shalt
become the prophet of this people.??
1t seerns {tom this that Mohammed
was not only himself a prophet,
but that.he was fortunate enough to
have a pirtner who was also in for
prophesying. As the prophet, some
time after this, in great despair,
would throw himseif down a preci-
pice on the mount, he saw Qabriel
standing at the end of the horizon,
and the great archapgel cried with
a loud voice and said: I am Qab-
riel, and thou art Mohammed.”?
From this time revelations followed
each other with few intervals for
about twenty years. When he had
kis revelations he roared like a
camel, his eyes rolled wildly about
in their sockets and shope like em-
bers. He sweat over his whaole
body.

Mohammed?s ascension to heaven
ia also thus descrilied: Gabriel took
his heart and washed it in the well
Zenzem, filled it with faith and

5 nowle(fge and put it baek
in ita place. After this
the prophet mounted Borak

(the llghtnlng} and rede to the
temple place in Jerusalem. From
here he went to beaven on Jacob’s
ladder. In the second heaven the
two travelers, Gabrivl and Moham-
med, found Christ and John the
Baptist, in the third Joseph and
David, in the fourth Enoch, iun the
fifth Moses, who wept bitterly when
hie saw that Mohammerd was to come
higher. In the last heaven wns
Abrmham, Then came the tree
where Gabriel lives, and from this
Mobammed went on still further,
|until he came as far as within two
bowshot Iengths of the throne of
God. Here na great silence pre-
vuiled. Nothing was heard hut the
pen with which the Word of Ged is
written in the books of fate. (Comp.
Emmanuel Deutsch, Der ¥slam.)

I do not think it abeolutely necvs-
sary, ns do Catholic and Protestant
writers generally, to clnss Moham-
med amobg the religious scoundrels
of the world, to call him the false
prophet or the son of perdition,
thereby condemuning him and his
followers without mercy to the bot-
tomless pit. There is nothing that
I know of, ¢ither in the charagter
or history of Mohanmmed, oor in the
Word of God, to warrant such a
Judpgment.

Mohammed undoubtedly had vis-
ions and revelations. The evidence
of this is, to my mind. sufficient.
His sincerity, and the moral charne-




