THE DESERET W'EE‘KLY.‘

drim gave their opinion. Each
one spolke audibly enough to De
heard by all present. When all
had delivered their opinigus, two
s2ribes collected the vetes and a
pimple majority was decisive. 1f
the decislon was in favor of the ac-
‘cused, he was jnmeddiately lberated.
but if a verdict of guilty had been
rendered, lre was yetalued in prison
and Lhe sentence was sct for the
next session of the court.

In the meantime the members of
the Saniiedrim were Uound Ly the
law to meditate gu the case and to
talk it over with cach ottier. T'hey
were not allowed to partake of auny
but the plainest food, nor of wine, or
to indulge in any social enjoyments.
Oun the third day, they re-assembied.
Those wheo previously had voted
agniost the aecused could now, if
they had changed their minds, cast
another wvote, but those who had
voted for him had wot, legally, this
opportunity.

When the death seutenee finaliy !
had been pronouuced, the culpriti
was at ouce conveyed lo the place |

of execution. The members of the
court cootinued in sessioo. Qut-
side of the courfroom & man was
stationed with a red flag. Awpother |

* accompanied the convict on horse-
back, If some new testimouy
should happen to be prodiiced while
the convict was op theway to his
execution, a sign froma th¢ man
with the red flag called him -back,
and be was granted n hearlug agaln.
As many ns filve times sueh n re-
hearing was allowed.

On the way to the execution the
culprit was preceded by » messenger
who at intervals called out: “—
convicted of the crime of - - iw
now led out to execution. \Witicsses
are (here followed the names).
anybody has anything to so say in
his favor, he muat do so without de-
Iny.+?

If the following quotation from
Talmud can be relied upen as nn ex-

the fact is very striklﬁgly brought
out that the proceedings against
Him were {llegal from frsl to last.
Cninphas wus at thal time the pre-
sidlog high priest. His father-ln-
Jaw Annas had, by the Roman
rulers, been compelled to vacate the
office in favor of Caiaphas. But he
was the one that in the estimation
of the people still waa the real chief
of thie court. When our Bavior,
{herefore, bad been eaptured, He
wab hurried cfl’ to the house of
Aunuas, where He, In the night, was
corldeminod to death, although no
legal session could bo held till the
ooroing. Then. o give the pro-
u,qdm;,s sonle appearance of legal-
ity, the Banhedrim, in the early
norning, was called together nnder
the
the sentence waz ccufirmed. The
testimony was all contradictory, yet
the witnesses were not rejecled,
Xor was there, from all that can be
learned, a quorum presedt at that
enq]y and unusual hiour of the day.
And then He was hurried off béfore
Vilate and delivered to him on a
rcharge that had never been pre-
{fel.'red against 14im belore the Sap-
;h rim. Here He had been tried
fm hlagphemy, while before Pilate
He was accused of counspirney
ubﬁmat the Roman goverument.

It is saddening to retlect upon the
{act thal the purest, the most exalt-
ed being that ever dwelt onthis

lt,arlh——-tlle SBon of God—had to give

]1p life to a body of men who, itnder
th pru,ext of Jaw, committed judi-
lal murder.

In the year 1280 an engraved
plzite was found in the city of Aqui-
Ia, in the kingdom of Naples,which
is ;J‘le to be the oRligial report of

| Yilate gent to the emperor of Rome

If|abput the crucitixion of our Lord.

[t hay the following text:

“In the seventeenth year of the
government of the Emperor Tiber-
{ius and on the 25th day of the
m})ut.h Nisan, o the ¢ity of Jerusa-

pression of the sentimenis of the |lem, Pontius Pllate, Procurator of
people, it must be admitted thatiJudes, inthe case of the accused,

human life was held in high regard.
It says: ‘‘A court which provounces
one Jeath senfence in eeven years
may be considered a bloodthirsty
court.”” Rabhi Ellezer thinks once
ju seventy years is enough, while

two other rabbis, Akiba and Tar-

phoa, express themselves against all
capital punishment,

The above description of the Sau-.
hedrim is taken chiefly froin Jewish
writers nnd ig no doubt substantlally
correct.

j rabUE Jeshua, of Nazareth, slates:
that be is accused and convineed of
| having had treacherous connections
w‘th a view of putting uside the

Roman sovereignty over Judes,
whicn erime, according to
| Roman law in puuish-

able with death; and he further
| states, that the same person has
been accused aud convicted of hav-
ing dishonored and blasphemed the
| Mosale law, which by the Jews s

When compared with the | constdered holy; to which offense,

ncconple of the condemualion of  adeording to the assertisns of the

Christ, ap given by the IXvangelists,

i""ws and mecording to wsevern

presidency of Caiaphas, when'

| kobwn land.

841

i

during the trial quoted passages of
the Thora, thelrown God,bas affixed
the penalty of death: 1 therefore
sentence the accused o death by
erucifixion; and Commission the
centurion Qurilus  Coroeliva to
execute this sentence, and I com-
mand him to take lhe sentenced to
the place of exccution at onge.*?
This document, whickh by many
writers hns been accepted as genu-
ine, mentions a8 witnesses for Jesus,
Elieser, Asturius, Antonius, Jacob,
Carus, Samuel, lsaac, Dhineas,
Erippus, Agrippa, Auouns, Judas
and Nicodemus, no doubt the cne

| thal visited Him duriog the night

and who also was a member of the
Banisedrim. As His aecusers are
mentioned Caijaphas, Annas, Sime-
on, Pathar, Gamaliel, Judas, Levi,
Naphthnlin and Jalrus,

LIGHT ON THE DARK CONTINENT.

LarrLe

is knowu to the general
public cobcerving the interior of
‘“the dark coulinent.’’ Living-
stope aud Haker and Stanley bave
dotie much to enlighten the world
In'regard te the gevgraphy, re-
sourges aod peuple of Africa, and
Brlhlsh and Germap traders have
done thelr part in furnishlug Intor-
radtion about portions of the uno-
But it will be n sur-
prfacto most people to learu that
tlie conutry has so large a popula-
tion. Recent travelera report towns
with from 25,00 to 60,000 inbabit-
auts, their huts extending over large
areéas, and the increasing trade with
central Africa is verifying what
were thought obee to be highly col-
oréd statements as to the laree num-
bet of people in that mysterious
country.

It is now estimated that the popu-
lation of Afrien to the equare mile
ig pearly as great us that of North
America, while the eguatortal re-
gic:m of the former has a better el-
mate, and one tore adapted to a
large population, thapn Central
America and other countries in the
torrid zone. The reason for this
lies jn the allitude of cquatorial
Africa, which is chiefly nu elevated
platean and contains many nillions
of pecple.

Ravenstein, Levasseur and other
statistlcians, who are caretul in their
estimates and do not codorse what
th;‘:y consider the exaggerations of
l]fun:& travelers, place the population
of Afiica at trom 127,090,000 to 150,-
000,000, Nearly all ol the dark
continent 1s habitable, even the
Bahars desert contaluing many
thousanda of people.



