
THE
of our citizens the very marrow of the
state is hollow and rotten during
the thirty years war it is no surprise
to learn that murder highway rob-
beries bloody feuds and arson are de-
filing the country but it is less known
that at the time of the reformation
close observers found the people blind
to their own good with the lust of
gain increasing A picture of those
times Is given in the legislation en-
acted an ordinance of the city of
magdeburg 16051505 begins thus

in consideration of the fact that the
manners and the appearance of the peo-
ple have of a verity changed much

it is further gathered from this ordin
ance that the people indulge in filthy
habits want of order a desire to make
a show irreligiousness violation of
the sunday laws disregard of the sac-
redness of an oath and disobedience
generally to the authorities

similar conditions seem to have ex-
isted all through the dark age As
early as A D calvian writes

lowtheHow the wealthy of our times rob
the poor and ruin the country Is best
known to the spanish provinces of
whom the name alone remains and to
the african provinces which axeare
ruined and gallia which has been de-
vastatedva 1

ancient history too abounds with
testimony of a similar character im-
perial rome soon found agriculture de-
clining superstition rampant and bad

f morals preprevailingvallin cato thundered
against the imimmorality of his time
Polypolybiusblus the grecian complained of
corruption and the waste of public
funds of poverty of childless mar-
riages and the ruin of the country

suggests that colonies be
founded where tramps may be em-
ployed demosthenes declared
would not believe a famous general
even undertinder oath and us
charges his cotemporaries with greed

and immorality
Asam faxfar back as history goes similar

expressions are on record proving that
the good old time always existed as
a conception of an ideal rather than as
a reality unless before the fall

different conclusions may no doubt
be justified from these statements
they seem to imply that mankind
remains morally pretty much at the
same level and that whenever a
downward tendency becomes too ap-
parent moral forces are set in acteon
to counteract it and restore the
equilibrium our age is not worse
probably than former ages there Is
someborne consolation in this but it is not
entirely satisfactory the possibility
of progress towards a higher plane Is
apparent to all and its realization has
ever been the exalted theme of mor
alises the aim of reformers the vision
of seers the lesson of history how-
ever is that such an elevation of ththee
tacerace toia possible only when educational
efforts shall be directed towards the
Tegeneration of the individual by
no other means is it possible to re-
deemdeem the race from the conditions
complained of in every age since the
daysaya of the hieroglyphics of ancient
egypt

TRE OF HISTORY

about halthalf a year ago a tomb was
discovered near thebes and
fists now believe that it has been iden-
tified as that of menes the founder of
theln first egyptian dynasty the re
intillewab unearthed are supposed to be
thoseloose of that ancient ruler of the land
of01 the nile with whom the history of
theme country begins menes united the
people built the large city of mem-
phis bent the river out of its course to
obtain ground for his gigantic

it turesS andan carriedtsarried on successful warsanT shortlort hebe hashaa a place in the history

of the human race asaa one of the great
empire builders

the independent commenting on thisthia
recent discovery in egypt states
the conclusions warranted by it and
similar archeologicalarchaeologicalarche finds somewhat
as follows we first know egypt as
inhabited by people living in the stone
age they had no metal tools and did
not understand howbow to erect buildings
of brick then down the nile came a
conquering race probably from baby
loniaionia they were probably darker
than the semites of arabia from one
of whose settlements in ur of the
Chaldees abraham came to carancanaan
they mixed with the first inhabitants
of egypt were temple builders and
carried their conquests back as tarfar as
I1 thehe banks of the euphrates this
carries us barkback to the beginning of
history which is the beginning of
writing

there has been some anxiety on
the part of some that archeologicalarchaeologicalarche re-
search eventually would prove the
unreliability of the mosaic chronology
and perhaps throw doubt upon the
historical statements of genesis in
this connection the subjoinedsub joined remark
of the independent is important

back of writing there is no history
only geological periods how far back
writing and history go we cannot yet
measure but new discoveries are every
year helping us approximate to the
time the bestbeat we can now guess is
that history may be traced back some
four to five thousand years before
christ not very different from the
mosaic chronology

THE POSTAL SERVICE

A variety of comment has been elicit-
ed by the deficit of nearly eleven and
a half million dollarsIollars in the postal de-
partmentpartment for 1897 the general tenor
of utterances by prominent newspapers
upon one phase of the subject the
cost of carrying the mails in sparsely
settled regions is to the effect that the
country can afford to be reasonably
generous towards those regions

recently first assistant postmaster
general heath in answer to a new
york newspaper as to how the postal
service can be best extended replied as
follows

1 by a liberal development of the
free delivery service so as to include
as far as possible all classes of the
community whether living in towns
villages mining settlements lumber
camps or on farms

IT2 by the extension and cheapening
of the money order and registration
systems

3 by the adoption of a parcels post
to at least a limited extent and

4 by a continuance of the plan of
consolidating contiguous postoffices so
as to abolish useless offices and con-
centratecentcenratel supervision and responsibil-
ity

mr heath is a great believer in en-
larging the free delivery system and
shows that this country tois far behind
portions of europe in this regard
though the united states carries a
letter farther for the cost than does
any other government in the world A
letter may be sent miles from
key west OFfloridalorida to circle city
alaska for two cents

many papers are complaining of the
fact that publishing houses are al-
lowed to send books through the mails
for one cent per pound on condition
that the books are issued as and are
called numbers of some periodical the
mallsmails are burdened with enormous
quantities of such matter and the ac-
tual cost to the government for trans-
portingI1 it is far in excess of the rate
charged

the low rate of one entcent per pound

was made on newspapers magazines
atcon the theory that these vehicles of
intelligence should be furnished to the
people as cheaply as possible buffabut it
was not contemplated that books
which are such in every sense of the
word should be carried at thisthin rate
the subterfuge of calling them num-
bers of a serial does not alter the
equities of the case repeated attempts
to correct this abuse have failed be-
cause of the influence in congressCongresw
which publishing houses have been
able to exert

another source of expense to the
government is the carriage at the cent
rate of vast quantities of advertising
matter whdeh purports to be regular
issues of continuous publications but
the sole object of which is to give ad-
vertisementsverti as wide a circulation asan
possible Concongressmangreisman loud of cali-
fornia in a bill beacina his name and
which provoked wide discussion
throughout the country in 1898 at-

i tempted to purge the postal service ofr
the abuse named and other abuses but
the opposition to his bill was too strobestrohfiT
and it failed

it is however only a matter of timertime
when something will have to be done
to correct the abuses from which the
postal service is suffering because therthe
deficits in it are annually increasing
while statistics show that itif flagrant
evils to which it is subjected were
remedied it would be nearly itif not
wholly self sustaining

BIRTHDAY

perhaps it was because of uncer-
tainty ksas to the day which ought to
be signalizedsignalizes as the anniversary of

birth as a state that no notice
was taken of it in the forenoon of jwujan
4 1896 president cleveland signed that
proclamation declaring utah a state toilk
the union and on jan 6 two dayadasy
later the general officers of the state
were inaugurated and the machinery
of its government was set in motimotionork

the signing of the proclamation wad
the official act that made utah a mem-
ber of the sisterhood of states and not
the inauguration of her officers hence
jan 4 was the anniversary of her birth
into the union and is the date on
which that event should always beba
commemorated

LEITERS WHEAT DEAL

soon after harvest joseph letter a
young millionaire stock and grain
speculator of chicago began to buybur
december wheat heavily his pur-
chases bulled the market until he
claims that the farmers of the missis-
sippi valley received fifteen cents
bushel more for their wheat than they
would have done had he not entered 1

it his contracts were so heavy that
it was confidently predicted that all
the wheat he had bought for Decemdecemberbet
delivery could not be delivered

but the sellers proved equal to their
obligations and on the last day of the
year mr letterleiter found himself the
owner of about nine million bushels
actually in storage in the elevators irkin
chicago and on that day he published
an announcement to the effect that he
had plenty of wheat to sell to the maller
or exporter and that it was of thothe
highest quality he says

the demand for consumption befaro
the next crop year will fix the selling
price I1 am waiting torfor this to meet
my expectations if I1 am wrong itI
may have to pocket my loss1086 later it
statistics are half right my expecta-
tions will be realized

the war clouds that are now over
shadowing so large a martof the hab-
itable globe give promise of a great
advance in the price of wheat before
very long


