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A SINGLE FIASCO,

The Irish question threatens to be
the rock upon which the Gladstonian
ministry in Great Britain sball again
split. The premier’s majority is only
slender at best, and its component
parte areso diveree and disaimilar upon
the leading lssues that are likely to
come before parliament that his hold
upon the office has sll along seemed in
the hilghest degree precarious. ‘The
outllne of the Irish home rule bill,
which after much consideration and
hesitating preparation is at last infor-

Heina lawyer by profession and ia
moderately wenlthy. His election
parrows the small gap between the
Democratic and Republican sirength
tn the United Btates Benate by 8ix
votes, three belng taken from tbhe
majority and given to the minority,
the other two coming from New Yurk
and Wisconsin. In the former Edward
Murphy, Jr., bas been choeen, but

there has been no choice yet in the
other, although it is as good as eettled,
the vuly question being as to what
Democrat it will be, tuat party having
s decided majority in the legislature,

The Benate stands up to date—Re-

mally divulged, gives small hope that| pyblicans forty-four, Democrats torty-

It i destined to be adopted,

A sum-|three, Populists one.

In this state-

mary of the propcsed messure shows it | ;ment, Kyle of South Dakota, elected

to possess the following features:

as nn independent is classed with the

First—Reserving to parliament the sole | Democrats because he has so far acted
right of legislation in referenco to the! With them And has 1ately im formal

lnnd guestion for a limited time,

terms announced his intention of con-

Second—As to the retention of Irish tinuing to do so; and Htewart of

members at Westminster, it will proba-
bly adopt Mr. Parnell’s sugpgesti n Lo
first settle the question of the vcto to be
placed upbn the lord lisutenant.

Third—Appointed judges will be re-
tained by the government for the fixed
term of five years.

Fourth—The same term will be fixed
for the comple'e transtormation of the
police into a civil body.

Fink—Ireland will have no power to
imposo protective duaties.

It seems almost amusing that eo
much time and study should have been
devoted to a matter that premises no
better solution of the great difficuity
than this. On the one hand it will
appear to many Engl shmen that the

- bill promises 8 great deal to Ireland,
while to many Irishmen It will eome
far short of tbat which even moderate
home-rulers thought they had a right
to expect. In a word, it lacksthe
boldness that would commend it to the
advanced thinkers on either side of
St. George’s channe),and as a half-way,
“tinkering sortol messure thatarouses
enthusiasm in no querters it bears evi-
dence of having been born only io go
down to early death.

THE SENATORIAL SITUATION.

(ue of the senatorlal gontests to
which the eyes of the whole country
have been turned for several weekse

pawnt war 8eb led yesterday, Califurnin
being the state and Htephen M.
White of Los Angeles the successful
man. The result was accompiished
a8 spon As attempte §, contrary to the
expectatirns of nenriy everybody that
kpew a ything ab,ut the situation,
and with po other Jdisorder thanm a
charge of bribery by one member of
the legimature and the retort violent
jmmediately followlng it, There are
forty senatora and eighty representa-
tives in the Californin legislature and
it therefore required rixty-one voles to
elect on joint ballot; the Demovrats
had ffty-nine, the Republicans fAfty-
two, the Populists eight and there was
one Independent, whn, with one of the
Populists, voted for White, giving him
the necessary number and & majority
ol two, there belng one Republican
absent,

Mr, White }s s Democrat of the most
pronounced character and & man of
great sbllity. He is a native
Californian, we believe, und s there-
fore many removes from an old mawp.

Nevada is put down as a Republican
although elected a8 a  Popullst,
for the reagon that he ¥#s =a
Republican of pronounced proclivities
and on a vote as between the two great
parties would be most likely to act
with the one to which he has been
attached during the whole of his politi-
cal career,

The Democrats have now to elect but
one more senstor to be in absolute con-
trol of every branch of the govern-
ment after the fourth of next March;
they would then have forty-four or
just half, which, with the casting vote
of Vice-President Btevenson, would be
sufficient for ali practical purposes.
However, Pefler of Kansas, the one
Populist, will vote with them on all
such gquestions as tarlff reduction, as
probably any other In hisclase who
may yet be chosen woeuld; so that, we
may say, on the greatest issnes before
the people the administration will be
strictly Democratic anyway,

THE WORLD'S AGE.

———

When the sclentific geologist has
pothing else te look after or when, llke
ex-Benator Ingalls, he js out of a job,
he oftener than otherwise turna his at-
tention to fiyuring out the age of the
world, Considering the fact that we
are all po well acqualnted with the
subject of epeculation, by reason of
close and unyielding aesociatin, 1t
seems at & glance ss though we ought
all to know something regarding the
Jength of time since it was fashioned
and set on its triumphal march about
the biazing zone, but we dout; as a
matter of fact worldly wisdom in this
Instance consists of s mass of theories

inter+oven with a network of con-
jecturee, out of which a produot is
evolved and paraded before the iu-
tellectual public as a “‘conclusion,” the
asuthor of which Is not always as wise
as the reader.

We are now advised by asavant that
the amount of lime salts in water
which comes a8 drainage from distriots
made up of granites and basalts is
found by & compsrison of diflerent

analyses to be on Bn average
of 878 parts 1o 100,000 parta
of water, Thuose who  adopt
this mode of reckoning assume

that ‘‘the eXcees areas -of Igneous
rocks, taken on an a verage throughout
all geological time, will bearto the

exposures of sedimentary rocks a ratip
of one to nine, and from these and
other abstruse data it is Inferred that
the elimipation o the calcareous mat-
ter pow found in sll the sedimentary
strata’ must have been going on for n
period of 600,000,000 years! Thers
will be a few if nota good many to
whom the quoted passage will be about
equivalent to so much Banscrit, since
svery one has nota scientific bent of
mind; but most of us ean gather in
the conclusion and hold fast thereto
with bat ljttle frouble,

It is said that even numbers are
usually s just object of suspiolon, and
in this case they are especially so, It
the philosopher,savant,or whatever glge
he he had 1nserted

may 8
fraction somewhere nwmidst that
fong chain of clphers, or had

broken up its frelght- traln appearance
by the introduction of one or motre of
the other numerals, it would ‘o
down?’* pomewhat easler; and it would
have been no harder to do this, either,
sipce it could have been as well ar.
ranged as the exlsting result by
the pame process of thought ang
reagoning. For instance, he might
have shown that the calcarecus gedi.
ment of the silurian strata and the
poecilitic eystems undergo a deteriorat.
ing abrasion of 000.1 corresponding
with 8" cycle of 642 years, and this sub.
ioined to the maxima of deterioration
precipitated by fthe concatenatien of
hydrostatic and hydro-garbouic press.
ure exhibit a remainder of 7,061 per
cent, thus making up the sem tota)] of
the earth’s exletence 651,294,362¢ yenrs,
If any reader is disposed to doubt that
our system 18 less sclentific and
methodical than the other, it is n safe
gusaraniee thatl none of them will ques.
tion that the result last arrived at is pg
correct as the preceding one; at least
lhe {or she) will be uuable to show that
t isn’t.

A HOHENZOLLERN SCHCOL-BOY.

The heir-apparent to the imperial
throne of (Germany and the royal
throne of Prussia is an eleven-year-old

lad who has just entered the publig
school at Kiel. There Is a flavor of
democracy about this proceeding that
one would hurdly expect from so auto-
cratic and austere aruler as the Young
erown prince’s father during his ghort
relgn has shown himsell to be. Yetip
causing his son to patticipate 1o the
dally exercises imposed upon gl the
children in bi8 realm and in ipsisting
that he mingle in chilldish eports and
studies with those whom he expects to
tule,* Kajser Willlam has but dope
with his heir that which his father
Frederick William did with bim. The
present emperor was the first of his
race to seek knowledge at the common
feunt provided for the humblest Ger-
man child. His tutor suggested fhat
the future sovereign should not be
denied the benefits of intlmate contact
with those who were to be his tuture
subjects, Iron old William I opposed
the innovation as subversive of preced-
ent and in violation ofall Hohenzollern
uotions of gourt procedure. But the
then crown prince, progressive, ami-
able Frederick, and hie wife, the
English princess, seconded the tutor’s
demand, and the Inpovation was
made.




