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the irish question threatens to be
the rook upon which the
ministry in great britain shall again
splitlit the premierss majority tois only
0slenderfander at best and its component
parts are so diverse and dissimilar upon
the leading issues that are likely to
come before parliament that his hold
upon the office has all along seemed in
the highest degree precarious the
outline otof the irish home rule bill
which after much consideration and
hesitating preparation is at last infor-
mally divulged gives email hope that
it is destined to be adopted A sum-
mary of the proposedpropcoed measure shows it
to possess the following features

first reserving to parliament the sole
right of legislation in reference to the
land question for a limited time

second As to the retention of irish
members at westminster it will proba-
bly adopt mr ParParnelPsnells sugsuggestgesti nton to
first settle the question of the veto to be
placed upon the lord lieutenant

third appointed judges will be re-
tained by the government for the fixed
term of five years

fourth the same term will be fixed
for the comple a transformation of the
police into a civil body

fifth ireland will have no power to
impose protective duties

it seems almost amusing that so
much time and study should have been
devoted to a matter that promises no
better solution of the great difficulty
than this on the one hand it will
appear to many englengi ahmen that the
bill promises a great deal to ireland
while to many irishmen it will come
tarfar short of that which even moderate
home rulers thought they had a right
to expect in a word it lacks the
boldness that would commend it to the
advanced thinkers on either side of
st georges chan Belandseland as a halfwayhalf way
tinkering sort of measure that arouses
enthusiasm in no quarters it bears evi-
dence of having been born only ta go
down to early death

THE senatorial SITUATION

one of the senatorial contests to

which the eyes of the whole country
have lenbeen turned for several weeks
plat waswaa setget led yesterday california
being the state and stephen M
white of losloa angelelAngele4 the successful
man the result was accomplished
as soon aa attempted 1 contrary to the
expectativeexpectaciexpect atinena of nearly everybody that
knowknew a athing abut the situation
and with no other disorder than a
charge of bribery by one member of
the legislature and the retort violent
immediately following it there are
forty sesenatorsnatorA and eighty representa-
tives igit the california legislature and
it therefore required sixty one votes to
elect on joint ballot the Demodemocratserate
had fifty nine the republicans fiftyfilfly
two the populistslists eight and there was
one independent who with one of the
populistslists voted for white giving him
the necessary number and a majority
of two there being one republican
absent

mr white Is a democrat of the most
pronounced character and a man of
great ability he tola fta native
californian we believe and tois there-
fore many removes from an old man

heinshe id a lawyer by profession and tois
moderately wealthy his election
narrows the small gap between the
democratic and republican strength
in the united states senate by six
votes three being taken from the
majoritymalo rity and given to the minority
the other two coming from nownew york
and wisconsin in the former edwardedward
murphy jr has been chosen but
there has been no choice yet in the
other although it is as good as settled
the only question being as to what
democrat it will be that party having
a decided majority in the legislature

the senate stands up to date re-
publicanspublic ans forty four democrats forty
three populistslists one in this state-
ment kyle of south dakota elected
as an independent is classed with the
democrats because he has so far acted
with them and has lately in formal
terms announced his intention of con-
tinuing to do so and stewart of
nevada is put downdowa as a republican
although elected as a populist
for the reason that he is8 a
republican of pronounced proclivities
and on a vote as between the two great
parties would be most likely to act
with the one to which be has been
attached during the whole of his politi-
cal career

the democrats have now to elect but
one more senator to be in absolute con-
trol of every branch of the govern-
ment after the fourth of next march
they would then have forty four or
just half which with the casting vote
of vice president stevenson would be
sufficient for all practical purposes
however peffer of kansaskanias the one
populist will vote with them on all
such questions as tariff reduction as
probably any other in his class who
may yet be choson would so that we
may saybay on00 the greatest issues before
the people the administration will be
strictly democratic anyway

THE WORLDS AGE

when iethe sscientificcbent efio geologist hasbaa
nothing else to look after or when like
ex senator ingallsingalla be is out of a job
be oftener than otherwise turns hishia at-
tention to figuring out the age of the
world considering the fact thathat we
are all soBO well acquainted with the
subject of speculation by reason of
close and unyielding association it
seems at a glance as though we ought
all to know something regarding the
length of time since it was fashioned
and set on its triumphal march about
the blazing zone butbat we doradontlt as a
matter of fact worldly wisdom in this
instance consists of a mass of theories
inteinterwovenroven with a network of con-
jecturesjec tures out of which a product is
evolved and paraded before the in
tel public as a conclusion the
author of which laIs not always as wise
as the reader

we are now advised by a savant that
the amount of lime salts in water
which corneacomes as drainage from districts
made up of granitesgoranitesgra and basalla is
found by a comparison of different
analyses to be on an average
of parts in parts
of water those who adopt
this mode of reckoning assume
that the excess areas ofof igneous
rocks taken on an average throughout
all geological time will bear to the

exposures of sedimentary rooksrocks a ratio
of one to nine and from these and
other abstruse data itft toIs interredinferred that
the elimination of0 the calcareous mat-
ter now found in all the sedimentary
strata must have been going on for a
period of there
will be a few itif not a good many to
whom the quoted passage will be about
equivalent to so much sanskritSans crit sincegince
every one has not a scientific bent of
mind but mostmoat of us can gather in
the conclusion and hold fast thereto
with but little trouble

it tois said that even numbers are
usually a justajust object of suspicion and
in this case they are especially so itif
the whatever else
he may be had inserted a
fraction somewhere Rn midst that
long chain of elciphersphere or had
broken up its freight train appearance
by the introduction of one or more of
the other numenumerateralp it would ca go0
down somewhat easier and it aouwouldid
have been no harder to do this either

it could have been as well ar-
ranged as the existing result by
the samegame process of thought and
reasoning for instance he might
have shown that the calcareous sedi-
ment otof the sisilurianlurlan strata and the

systems undergo a deteriorate
ing abrasion of corresponding
with a cycle of years and this subgut
joined to the maximsmaxima of deterioration
precipitated by the concatenation of
hydrostatic and hydro carbonic press
ure exhibit a remainder of per
cent thus making up the sum total of
the earths existence yeanyeam
if any reader is disposed to doubt that
our system tois less scientific and
methodical thenthan the other it is a salebate
guarantee that none of them will quee
tion that the result last arrived at inig asaa
correct as the preceding one at least
he or she will be unable to show that
it

A SCHOOLBOYSCHOOL BOY

the heir apparent to the imperial
throne of germany and the royal
throne of prussia isig an eleven cearold
lad who has just entered the publicpublia
school at kiel there Is a flavor orof
democracy about this proceeding that
one would hardly expect from so auto
oratio and austere a ruler as the youlyoung
crownbrown princespriecela father during his short
reign has shown himself to be yet lafilk
causing his son to participate in the
dallydaily exercises imposed upon auU toetae
children in hisbis realm and in insisting
that he mingle in obilchildishdish sports avidand
studies with those whom he expects to
rule kaiser william has but done
with his heir that which his father
frederick william did with him thepresent emperor was the first of his
race to seek knowledge at the common
fount provided for the humblest ger-
man child his tutor suggested that
the future sovereign should not be
denied the benefits of intimate contact
with those who were to be hisbig future
subjects iron old william I1 opposed
the innovation as subversive of preced-
ent and in violation ofall
notions of court procedure but the
then crown prince progressive ami-
able frederick and his wife the
english princess seconded the
demand and the innovation waswaa
made


