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TODAY THOUU SHALT BE WITH ME
IN PFAKADISE

When the Savior of the world hung
upon the cross, His flesh torn by the
splkes which nalled him to the Igno-
minious tree, derided by coarse .Roman
soldiers, Insulted by hypocritical Jews
forsaken by His own, rejected by His
people, bearing the awful load of this
world's sins, then under these humillat-
Ing circumstances and exquisite suf-
ferings which caused Hlm, even God,
the greatest of all, to tremble because
of pain, and to suffer in body and in
apirit, a word of comfort and cheer is
ministered to Him from one of the
malefactors condemned to the same
supplice; speaking to the other male-
factor, he rebuked him, saying: "“Doest
not thou fear God, seeing thou are
in the same condemnation? And we
tndeed Jjustly; for we recelve the due
reward for our deedg; but this man
hath done pothing amiss. And he sald
unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when
Thou c¢omest inte Thy kingdom.” and
Jesus, touched by the friendly defense,
#ave him this memorable answer, gen-
erally so little understood: “Verily 1
say unto thee, today shalt thou be with
me in Paradise.”

What dld He mean by “Paradise?”’
It was not the heaven. Rev. Blomfieid
in a note to this passage in his edition
of the New Testament im Greek has
this much to say: "The word itself is
derived from the Persiazn or Armenian,
and means a garden. Now, as great
palns were beatowed by the Orlentals
on gardens, thus the word easily came
to mean a pleasure garden, a place of
luxury and enjoyment. In this Sense
‘paradelsy’ often oceurs in Xenophon.
Hence It 1= no wonder that the term
came to denote, among the later Jews,
that pleasant abode In Hades appointed
for the reception of the just, untll they
should, after the day of judgment. be
agaln united to their bodies in a future
state; see Josephus, War of the Jews,
ill, B, 4; II, 8, 11. The Chrysostom has
shown, was the !dea entertained of
Poradise by all the orthodox bellevers
of +his time.”

This same idea of Paradise which ob-
tained among the later Jews of the an-
clent covenant, we find alsoe in the
Book of Mormon, in chapter 40 of the
Book of Alma, verse 12, (page 353):
"And then shall it come to pass that
the splrits of those who are righteous,
are received Into a state of happiness,
which Iz called paradise; a state of
rest; a state of peace, where they shall
rest from all their troubles and from
all care and sorrow, etc.,

“And then shall it come to pass, that
the spirits of the wicked, yea, who are
evil;....,.thesde shall be cast out Into
outer darkness; there shall be weaping,
and walling, and gnashing of teeth....”

Hence, when Jesus entered paradise,
the abode of the splirits of the just,
He took with Him the splrit of the only
man who had dared to say a good word
in His favor. But between this place
and heaven there is a wide difference,
as we shall see further on. As there
are manv who are in the dark con-
cerning the maner in which Jesus spent
the time betwecn His death and His
resurrection, we wlll queote His own
words, which ‘He spoke when He was
yel in the mcrtal sphere of life:

“Verily, verlly, T say unto you, the
hour is coming, and now |s, when the
dead shall hear the volce of the Son of
God: and they that hear shall live,
(John 6: 26), thus showlng that the time

"the earth?

Jusion ls supposed to the practice

wan near at hand when the dead should
hear Hls volce proclaiming the Gospel. '
Now, Peter, the chief of the Apostles,

long dfter the death and-resurrection
of hia Master, testifles this to have been
the-case: " "For Christ also hath once
suffered for sln, the just for the unjust,
that He might bring us to God: belng
put to death In the flesh, but quickened
by the 8plrit. by which also He went
and preached unto the spirits in prison;
which some time were disobedient,when
once the long suffering of God walted
In the days of Noah, while the ark
was a preparing. . . .” (1'Pet, 3: 18-20,)
Paul also adds hls testimony: -~"Where-
fore He salth, when He ascended up on
high, He led captivity captive, and
gave glfts unto men. (Now that He
ascended, what ls it but that He also
descended first into the lower parts of
He that descended s the
same also that ascended up far above
all heavens that He might All all
things.”) Ephes. 4: 8-10. This visit ot
the Bavior into the lower parts of the
earth we find also described jn the
Apostle’s creed; "He (Jesus Christ) was
crucifled, dead, and burled; He de-
scended into hell; the third day he rose
from the dead; He ascended Iinto
heaven,” ete.

Jesus, having established his Church

on earth among the Jews, went intg
the gpirit world. As a proof that
His disciples and Apostles working

anmrong the living were notified of the
fact, that the Gospe] had been Intro-
duced among the dead, Paul says:
"Eise what shall they do which are
baptized for the dead, if the dead rise
not at all? Why are they then bap-
tized for the dead?’ {1 Cor. 15: 29.)
Modern Christendom does not pretend
to understand these obgcure words.
Rev. Blomfield notes! “More attention
fa due to the Interpretation of some
ancient expnsitors, by which an ?1-
in
use. &8s we learn from Tertulllan, Epl.
phaniug, and Ambrose, in the firgt den-
tury), of vicarlous baptism, l. e, of
baptiizing a living person In the place of
and for the benefit of one who had dled
unbaptized. . . . But no certain prdof
has heen adduced that the practice was
prevalent” so early as the time when
this passage was written, or at Corinth
... Well, if anybody !s supposed to
know what thls myuterlous passage of
Paul means, !t I8 certainly those who
lived In the first centuries, as Tertul-

llan, Amhrose and Eplphanius, and
who recelved their tradltion from those
who Knew the Apostles, their works
and thelr doctrines.

Now, returning to our first subject,
viz. the death and resurrectlon of the
Savior, the hlstorlan John says: “But
Mary stood without at the sepulchre,
weeplng . . and when she *had thus
«aid, she turned herself back. and saw
Jesus standing, and knew not that it
was Jesus. . . Jesus salth unto her,
Mary, She turned herself, and gaith
unto him, Rabboni. . . . Jesus saith unto
her, touch me not, for I am nat yet
ascended to my Father: bui go to my
brethren. and say unto them, I ascend
unto my Father. and your Father; and
to my God, and your God. (John 20:
11-17.) Thus the resurrected Son of
God prochaims Himself in words not to
be mistaken, that He had not as yet
seen His Father and His God, since Hls
death. But now with the resurrected
Sajnts He ascends tnto heaven, vleavins'
in Paradise the penitent thief, not
worthy of such a *“far maore exceeding

welght of glory."”
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STRIKING EXTREMES.

London, Oct 2J) —Mr. Wm. T. Stead,
writlng from St. Peteraburg, says.

“Wrhen Sir Robert Morler, one of the
ablest of Britlsh ambassadors, was
transferred from the court of Madrid

to the captial of -Russia, he remarked
on his arrlval, 'T have come from a
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country asvhich ilives in the past to a
countiry which Uves {n the future.’

"Since then many years have gone by.
Spain has almost used up its past ia
a valn effort to contend with the forces
of the present while Russla I8 exhaust-
ing the resources of the present in or-
Jer to be able to cope with the immense
possibilities of the future. Russia s the
greatest aggregate of white men ever
compacted into a state unit sinece tha
world began. The Engllsh speaking
famlly alyne exceeds n numbers the
Russlan, but they know no one political
allegiance such as that which binds all
the Rusalans to the throne of Nlcholas
I1.

"One hupdred and twenty mllllons of
men constitute a world in themselves
large enough to absorb thelr energies
and monopolize thelr attenion. The
indifferences of the Russlans to what
passes beyond thelr frontlers is phen-
omenal. Fifteen years ago one of the
aides-de-camp of the then emperor,
falling into conversation with an Amer-
fcan asked him to what country he be-
longed, and was told America. 'Ammeri-
ca! Americat sald the alde-de-camp.
'Where i3 America?

"An American traveler recently re-
turned from Siberla gravely asured me
that ‘all the war news he could find in
the Orenbug papers were brlef reprints
of telegrams describing the war which
was Taglng between 'Spaln and Eng-
land.' The Russlan peasantry are not
apt to make filne distinctions. Maniind
for them, it has often been said, con-
sists only of two great divisions—the
Russlans, or speaking men, and the
ngn-Russiang, or those who cannot
speak.

“The small but highly cultlvated min-
arity which forms Russtan socliety, the
larger group which forms the adminis-
trations and the oflicers of the army
and of the navy, are, of course, keenly
alive to the evolutlon of eventa in
Amerlca.

“There is M. Pobyedonostreff, who is
universally regarded as a kind of lay-
pope and ‘persegutor general' through-
out Russia. No milder mannered man
ever doomed a Schisma'tic to exile. He
Is keenly alive to the American evoly-
tion, or, as he thinks it, degradatlon.
Ta him ‘Boss’ Croker is a kind of som-
bre portent of the doom that awalts
parllamentarism or representablve gov-
ernment. In his ‘reflectlons of'a Ruyas-
sian statesman,” which has Just made
Its appearance in English, hewexpreases
profound alarm at the probahle tri-
umph of the Roman Catholle religlon in
the United States,

Prince Ehilkoft (pronounced Hilkoff)
minister of war 2nd communications iz
known as the ‘American.' He served
some years in American rajiway shops:
he wears his 'beard In the traditional
American fashlon; his letters are writ-
ten on a typewriter, and he Is simply
burning with a desire to repeat In Si-
beria the grand industrial developments
that the Amerlcans achleved in the last
fitty years west of the Misslssipnd.

“At the forelgn office Count Mura-
vief, Bluff, cynical, Bismarckian In hls
ambitions, though not in his capacity,
has kept a careful eye upon the davel-
opment of Amerlcan amhitions. While
scrupyilously preserving the most rigid
neutrality durlng the “war, he had a
bias In Senliment toward the nlted
States. Great.and growlng po vers have
not much sympathy emong the minis-
ters of the czar. Bul the S8panish war
interested them but lttle, Itrvas waged.
ag it were, In a dtatant planet, Astron-
omers might wateh it, ‘hut it was not
the busines: of the average man.

“Amerleans are’ coming well to the
front In Russla, -a8 they are dlscover-
fng more and more what an immenae
undeveloped fleld the tands of the czar
offer to western enterprise, Russia |s
byt at the beginning of a new epoch
of Industrial development. Before the
next century closes she hopes to have
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