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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

IX THE LINE OF PEACE.

The preaching of the Goapel can be
‘Buccessfully accomplisbed only under
peaceful and loving influences. The
-knowledge of and convViction regarding

the plan of salvation revealed by the
Divine Master are not the work of
men, but come by the inepiration and
testimony of the Holy Spirit, which is
& spirit o1 love and peace and order
and consequently operates in bar-
monious cnannels, Disorderiy influ.
ences and tendendies are not u part of
the Gospel of Chbrist, but emaante rrom
a source that works evil. ‘l'his prin-
eiple 8 deeply impressed upon the
Latier-day Saints by the revelatione
of the Almighty, whbo foroids His
people to engage in disputations
and to exerplse Jdue forbe:rance Lo.
ward each otber anu coward ail
‘men. Therefore it is that when Lhe
servants of the Lord go out to preach
the Gospel they are careiul to avoid
¢ontention even 10 an extent of being
oriticized, and are Bubmissive auu
patlent under circumstances tbhat or-
«inarily arouse the naturai man to
-wratbh snd aclion.

Occapionally the miassionaries are
placed In clrcumeiances where uis-
turbances are forced upon them by
wicked and designing persons wko,
mol befog able to paiu their ends by
law(ul means, resori to otber metnous.
.¥iven then tne judiclous Klver takes
the earlivat opportunity consistent with
hie positioa to leave tbose ioclined to
disorderly to conduet tbe quarrel them-
selves, Anp instance of this kinu is
xelated in a jetter from Bider N. L.
Mortie, of this city, wbo is now on a
smisslon to Grest Britsin. He tells how,
al & village in Berksblre, an open-
&l: meeling was broken into by tne

actions of one Sbhailor, and bow,
88 bhe crowd which bad bee.w
worked wup by thie ipdividual’s

misrepresentutions would not listen Lo |

deieDse of reason, the missionaries leig
tbe sgene. Thelr retirement under
-such circumstances Was an appropriate
action; for under their caillny as mes-
eengers of the Gospel of peace the
-eariier Klders ¢epart trom the scene o1
& quarrel and the grealer care they
take to avoid such unpleasantuess tbe
‘better it is for the cause in which they
are epgaged,

Kider Morrfs relates ap incident In

<copnection with hls experiences which
is aomewbat out of the coramon run oi
-affaire. The man Bhailor, wDo bas
‘been very active for » number of years
in disturbing the meetings of the Lliat-
ter-day Saints and disserninating tbe
vilest falseboods regarding them, was
invited to Abiogdon by some pro.essed
“Christian minteters tocarry on his work
there, but when be was harapguing
a iarge vrowd which sesembled to heur
&im be angered them so that be was
-aseaulted by the multitude and only
_ercaped ipjury by dodging into u
bouse. An oid Turkisb proverb says
“‘Curses are like obickent; they come
home to roost;*’ and Shallor gol a small
dose of that which be bad been In the
bhabit of inflicting oD others who haud
£lven him no provooation,

The act of his being assaulted by

}
the crowd, bowever, is not to be com-

wended, The proceeding was allo-
vether reprebensible. Bad as be may
be, the demonstration against him was
wrong. If be bad trapscended the
bounds of the iaw there was a proper
method of proceeding against bim; 1f
be bad not, be should not bave been
disturbed, and if the people did not
like what be eaid they bad th- oppor-
tunity of peacefully leaving bim to him-
self. The aseault was a lawlees act
which cannot be justified whether it

was a in good cause or not, and
it is probable that there are
few people who were in the

crowd where it was dope who wouid
altempt to justify it, as doubtless most
of them endeavor to be law-abiding
citizens.

Itis gratifying to note that, while
the oppcsition to Sbailor was an
indication of weympaithy for the
missioparies, they bad no conrection
therewith apd gzive 1o it oo approval.
It was brougbt ab ui by certain sec-
tariane who thougbt to cause trouble to
the Mormone, but whose owu act
turned tbe game oo themeelves. 'The
tide wap againet tbem on this oocaslon
because of the bonorable career of a
gentleman who now resides in thie
city, Mr. Wm, Beare. The people of
Abingdon well kpew the upright
| character of Brother Heare from his
long residence amony them, and they
would not brook an assault upon bis
#on whbo was again & visitor in their
lown, or upon his compnnions,

That theoccurrences will result in
good will be due In s measure to the
fact tbat tbe missionaries gave thelr
influence for pe.cein connection with
the town officers when the jatter inti-
mated thst outdoor meetings might
only inteneiiy excitement. It is safe
to assume that tbe attitude of the Xi-
ders will remain ubncbanced fo en-
deavors for peace anu good order, as
thatl is the means by which the Goepsl
interests can be most enbanced.

—

THE ISSUES SEITLED.

The discussion which bas been so
freely engaged in regarding the award-
ing of university lands on the Provo

bencbh is now likely to subside, since
the partles bave bad an opportunity of
tully presenting tbeir claims in court,
and these huve been passed upon by
judicial autbority., The conclusion of
the case of Peck ve tbe com missioners
to locate universily lands is & complete
vindication of the atter, who. the
court holds, could Dot have acted
other than tbey did and yet carried
out the law in fairness to all parties.
Upon the bearing of the testimony for
tbe plaintif alone, the court founu
that the allegatione ageinst the com-
nmissioners were witbout foundation ip
fact.

The trouble probably arose over &
misconceptlon of the Iaw on the part
of ¢claimantls botbh fio this and otber
cages. Titile was set up for more land
tban tbe commissioners bad the right
to award to the parties, and as there
were conflicting claims these. were ad.

judioated with talrpness to all concerned.

Now that \the guestions at lesue have
been defiuilely setiled, disputations
and recriminations sbould cesse ang
whatever of ruffied feelinge there bave
been sbould be allowed to calm downp,

—

ROME’S CHALLENGE.

A few months ago the Cathofic
Mirror, whe otlicizl organ of Cardipaj
Gibbone, in a series of editorials issuegd

a slronely wordged challenge (g (be
Protestant cburches ou the vital ques-
tion of the sutbority of the Bibie ip
metters of faith and religions praeijce,
‘The point made is thiat all Protestants
claim tbat the pacred Secriptures are
tneir only infallible teasber, the high.
est courl to which any controversy of a
theological nalure must be referred ang
from the decision of which there Is pg
appeal; and vet they aimost ypi.
versnlly disregard tbe law of keep-
1og Haturday a8 Sabbalb, o Commang
evjoined om  Mount Bipai apg
nover repealed. The Mirror argyes
that the Protestants in tbis regard
ovoupy an indelensible poeition, conp-
wradicting their teachings by theiy
practices; they are in a Jdilemma; they
must either auopt the Mosaic Sabbatp
or ceage to olaim tbat the Bible isthe
sole foundation of their faith.

It may be noted in passing, that ghe
point in question is the same whig)
was made at the Council of Trent ip
1545, when the archbbishop of Reggig
aiter a long debate brougbt forth the
tollowling argument, wWhich was gac.
cepted a8 unanswerable by thag enif-
nent assembly:

“The proneumnt's olaim to stapd
upon the written word only, and they
justity their spostary by the plga

that the church baas apostatized from
tbe Bible and followed traditigp,
The profession of tbe Protestapts
is talse. Tbey do not follow the Biple
alone. That volume enjoins the gp.
servauce of the acventh day as Bpp.
bath, which they reject. Angd they
oot ouly reject the observance of thg
HZabbath enjoined in the wrilten worg
but they bave adopted aud do practige
the observance of Bunday, for Which
tbey have only the traditlon of ghe
church, Coneequently, the olaim of
Beripture alone as standard fajlg apg
the doctrine of Scriplure and traditiop
as essential, I8 fully establisbed, the
Protestants tbemeelves being judgeg,?

It appears tben that Rome is pg
afraid of reviving the old controversy
in thls country bui ratber inviteg to
a discussjon which apparently has ngg
‘been satiafactorily exbauste al.though
cepturies have elapsed since its pe.
gioning.

No impartial observer cau very wel]
fail to see that the Catholics have the
batter end of the argument in thig
particular instance. Nol » word gap
be found in the Bible conveying the
command to keep Sunday holy instead
of Baturday, [f tbe Protestanis were
consistent in their olaima for the Bible,
they would bave to turn Beventh-day
Adventlsta in a body. There s bhardly
one item of faith, as they practice it,
which has any support in tbe Bible,
The sprinkling of infante; the salaried
clergy; thelr church government—g]}

re foreign to the Beriptures.
Some of lheir doctrines  they
bave Inherited from Roame, others

they base on what they inter from



