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HE MASS MEETING.

————

The mecting of the citizens at the Taber-

pac’e in this cily, on Monday las*, the report

THE DESERET NEWS.
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TEE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE.

Minutes of a mass meeting of the ci'izens
of Great Salt Lake City, held January Gth,’
1862, in the Tabernacle, at 12 o’clock m., to
take into econsideration the propriety of elect-
ing delegates to a Convention to be held in
the Cour: House in this city, on the 20(h inst,,
for the purpose of adopting a Constitution and
form of State Government, preparatory to ad-
mission into the Upion on an equal fooling
with the orig'nal States. |

While the citizens were assembling, “Bal- |
lo’s band,” who occupied the platform of the
‘orches'ra, performed in good s'yle, “Hail
Colambia,” after which,

The assembly was called to order by Col.
J. C. Little, City Marshal, who briefly
stated the object of the meeting.

Hon. Edward Hunter was elected Chair-

of the proceedings of which occupy a wide
space in this number, was one of the largest

man, and William Claytor, Secretary, by
unanimous vote.

political 2ssemblages ever held in the Terri-
tory. The hall was filled at an early hour,

draft resolulions, etc., exp essive of the sense

A committee of five was then elected to'

e

at the deors of Congress for admission, and home, and preperly represent them abroad
were again refused, actu.lly spuined away; a This furnishes eune great reason for the lis-
deaf ear was not only turned to our com- countinuan-e of a practice so pernicious and

laints, bur detraction, misrepresenta’ion and

alsehonds followed, set on foot and substan-
tiated by perjured officials, representatives of |
““Federal power;”” un'il the summer of 1857
witnessed the appointment and outfit of an-
other,and entire new set of representatives of
Federal power marching bitherward, backed
by Federal stee!, whicia well nigh terminated
in civil war, i1 deadly strife: but which was
finally averted wittiout the shedding of blood,
thongh at a va:t expense of treasure and
trouble to the mation as well as ourselves,

All p irti-s now agree that this crusade was
the result of slanderous official reports, made
for sin ster and corrupt purposes, We have
heretofore, and not unfrequently, represented |

‘these injuries to the Federal Government, but

to no apparent purpose. When we have
calinly, p rsuasively, and mildly stated cur
views, they have unheedingly passed them by.
If incorpor.sting more earnestness and force
in the expression of our views, they have been
considered insulting, and in either case dis-

ire?rded.
| Fellow citizens, what has brought us here
to-day? Is it not to ¢ nsider these matters,

‘and give utterance to th- feelings of an out-

and how many there were cn the outside who!gf the assembly, viz.: Hons. D miel H. Wells, raged people. We speak, Mr. Chairman, for

did not gain admission we had noe means of
ascertaining, as, anticipating the rush, we se-
cured a sea! in good season, and at the close
of the proceedings, egress was not obtained
till it was too late to as ertain how many had
been standing without, or who of the thou-
sands who were moving from the inclosure
had been so fortunate as to get within doors
on the important occas on.

' William H. Hooper, John Taylor, George A.
Smith and Abrabam O. Smoot,

President Brigham Young offerrd up a very
appropriate prayer, after which, the com-
mi‘tee retired, for the purpose of attending to
th» duties assigned them.

sive address by President Brigham Young,

There was much enthusiasm manifested, followed by a song from Mr. Dunbar, and

pot of that wild nature sometimes seen in!masic by the band.

domocratic assemblages, but exhibiti-g un-
mistakably the feclings and setiments of al)
present in reference to the subject of forming
A Siate Government to supersede the Terri-
torial organization provided by Congress for
the rule of the people and the control of gov-
ernmental affairs in this far off and inland
portion of the continent, illy suited to the
wants of the pecple and subversive of their
inberent righ's. There was not a dissenting
voice to the propositi-n to call a convention,
to adopt a Constitution and form of State
Government, and then, should it be ratified by
the people, to ask Congress respectfu ly but
firmly for admission inte the Federal family
on an equal footing with the original States.
Everything was conducted strictly according
to republican principles aud with a wanimity
elsewhere unknown.

We have attended many political meetings
In former years but never one where there was
as much firmness of purpese and general
good fe-ling manifested as there was at the
meet'ng of the sovereigns of Great Salt L ke
on the 6th inst., at the Tabernacle. All
seemed interested in the matter and anxious
to depiace the Territerial yoke 2nd to insti-
tule, in place thereof, one less oppressive in
its pature and cf home manufacture,

-

The Telegraph.

The overland telegraph line, by which our
eity is in daily communication with the At-
lantic and Pacific States and the British North
American Provinces, is one of the greatest
and grandest institutions of reeent construc-
tion. There have been a few interruptions to
the rezular transmission of news since it went
into operation in consequence of the breaking
of the wirrs,and of other casualities occurring
to the line across the wide extended plains
and cver the high hills intervening between
the Missouri and the Pacific; but the opera-
tions of the war in Missouri through which
the wires were stretched from the Mississippi
to St. Joseph, bave caused the grealest
hindrances—ihe Secessionists seem ngly bav-
ing a great aversion to suech institutions, es-
pecially to th-se in which they are not inter-|
ested. That difficulty has recently been re-
moved by the construction of a line acrossthe
State of Iowa, which went into operation on
Fiiday last, by which Great Salt Lake Citly is
now in direct communication with Chicage
without passing through the ill! fated State of
Missouri.

A dispatch from New York at8 p.m on
Saturday last, repeated at Buffalo and Chica-

g0, was received here at 7!4 p.m., which
would, of course, be a mistery to those not
knowing the diffsrence in time brtween the
two points, and unacquainted with the pro-
perties of electricity.

The workings of the telegraph are very
satisfactory to the citizens generally, in ad-
dition to which, the gentlemanly demeanor of
those who had nhzﬁe of its construetiom and
ef the operators and others connected with

{ upon our property, an

After a lapse of threc-quarters cf &n hour,
the committee returned, and reported an Ad-)

read by the Secretary, as follows:
ADDRESS,

During the absence of the committee, the |

audience were entertai ed by a ve'y impres- this da
| peacea

dress, Preamble and Resolutions, which were !

ourselves, and in behalf of this people who
are turning out en masse throughout the entire
. Territory, and in ther s wvereign capacity,
considering the p esent crisis of their own
‘affairs. We, sir, the peop'e of this Territory
'are tired of th s order of thin s, and have met
to say 8o, and to let our united voice again gu
up to the Federal Government, asking for the
rights cf freemen. We, sir, are exercising
{;tha undonbted right of freemen, in
ly assembling together, and taking|
easures for the redress of our grievaneces.

| m
As belore state’, for over eleven years have

ernment, why continue to ftry it longer, since
it has proved so decided, though mnot so in-
expensive a failu e? Does Mr Liucoln, his

those of former a ‘ministrations?

FeLrow CiTrzens:

It is now over eleven years since the Con-
gress of the United >States
organizing and establishing a Territorial gov-
ernment for this Territory, whea the Govern-
ment began to exe.cise the prerogative of

ritory from distaut btates, men as officers and
representatives o’ “Federal power.”

At that time, the people of this Territory
had, for some four years, lived in the full
enjoyment of a P ovisional State government,
having a constitution rep:bican in its form
and operation, pro-iding for the free election
by the people ot the r officers, distributing the
powers of government in'e separate depart-
ments, Executive, Judicial and Legislative.

Up to this time no “representative ot Federal
power” had appeared in our midst, and yet
we had a government wo Kking for the interest
of the people, shaping their policy, p- omoting

ishing er.me, and defending the people against
the inroads of the savage foe; and all bhis
without aid, counsel or favor from the parent,
or any other State or government.

We merely revert to this slate of affai s at
the commencement of our ‘Territorial history
to show, that as a people, a commanity, we
corrbimed then, at that ea:ly dav, all the
elements, material, ability and capacity,
coupl-d willr the disposilion neces:ary to es-
tablish and maintain [r.m our own resources,
and from our owa commun.ty, to satisfy the
varied wants of at least the people of this
Territory in their government; and of rhat
liberal, fre: and repub‘ican character which
should have been satisfactory to the most fas-
tidious, where the whole superstructurs was
supposed to be based upon the will of the
reople. We then asked for admission into
he Union, feeling that it would be a privilege
to have the selection of our own oflicers and
the maiutaining of our ewn goverument. The
Washington Government, choesing to be at the

asged an ac:

selecting, appointing, and sending to our Ter-

their interest, preserving law and order, pun- |

Well, le® us look and s-e what are the indi- |
' eations!
His Excelleny Governor Dawson, lately ar-
‘rived from some place in the State of Indiana,
 presents him-elf in the Terii ory as Governor, |
. Withowt soliciting the appointment of this min
to this office, without petition, williowt any
manifestation in his favor by the pe ple; aye

more, without their consent, knowledge or |

desire, he comes, and says that he is the
representative of “Federal power,”” and he
~comes with “lests of 1-yalty,” averring that
some one, or somebouy elsé, has said some-
wh-re, in the distant country where he has
come from, tht 'his peop'e had been accused
of disloyalty to tte Government. He enters
upon the du ies of his oflice,a resident of three
days; issues his Message; vetoes 'he first act
presented to him paased, by the Legislative

Assembly, rendering as one of his reacons for|.

so doing, that the Organic Act provides that
all laws passed by the Governor and Legisla-
tive Assembly shall be presented to the Con-
gress of the United S ates, and if disapproved

Cabinet, or the houses of Congress, think it
will prove any difl*rent in the r hands (han in |

How stands this matt:r fo-da?

'H m’s Fork, the proclama ion of Gen. A

gubversive of the principles of popular gov-
ernment; and te right this, and many othes
sbuses, have we met in eouncil this day.

Mr. Chairman, it was only a few days sines,
when another representative of Federal power,
from some other distant place, which we do
not now remember, suddenly shpped away off
into his Juateial district, where he has never
resided according to the law of Coungress
which provides that the Judges sh:ll reside in
their respective Judicial d stricts, and tramp-

ling the law of the Territ ry as well as that

of Conzress under his feet, released a thief
from the Penileutiary, turning bim loose te
prey upon the community.

Mr. Chairman, we have met to take lawful
steps to rid ourselves from such mal-adminis-
iration; we are togetler to scleet our dele-
gales to meet in couventios, on the 3d Mon-
day of th:s month, to form and adopt a
conat tution and State ge+ernment, and %o
m - morial ze Congress Lo grant us admission.
We wish you, Bir, to instruct those delega es,

in our behalf, that we are tired of having

officers sent among us, who cannol be pre-
sumed to have any knowledze reapecting Lhe
policy, feelings, ability, charaeter, cisposition,
interest or weifare of this peo;le, and s tting
at defiance our laws, or to longer insull us by
the r unwelcomed presence, We wish, Sir,
to instruct that convention to say this to the
General Gevernment; aye, more: tell them,
these are your officers, not ours; and that they
mis epresent us; and we would be sorry to
believe they do not misrepresent the General
Government. Our experience has proven thas
b th you and we can get along better with-.
out them than with them.

ls not the Government y:t satisfied with
the folly and disgrace which it has exhibited
to all the world, and which has been entailed

| we tried this Territorial form of gove nment, upon her by reason of being misl d—actually
ur, and now we zre led to ask the General Gov- betrayed—

y the misrepresentations of those
representatives of ‘‘¥ederal power” which it
has sent to this Territory.  From th: disas
trous campaign of President Buchanan, in
18578, to their inglorious retreat in 1861,
when, by the order of the present administra-
tion, they destroyed some two, hundired tons
of guns and other munitions of war, ithe 82me
as though they had been in the country of
alien enemies, when, at the sam» t e, they

‘owed the Territory their quota of public arms,

which as yet. has never been sui p ied. From

the p omenading of Col. Alexan er up anddown
o

C I e

Johnsto: r-fusing to ta.e salt, to the p ocla-
mation of President Lincoln declari g Uinta
Valley an Indian reservation—all of which
acts, and scores of others o/ like nature, too
tedious to mention, our Gover ment ought to
be, and d-ubtless is, ashamed of, if their high
sense of hopor and di.nity would allow them

to acknowled:e ii—ar: the resuit of, and

traceable to, the misrepresenlations and in-
flnence of those unworthy represeuntatives of
Federal pow.r, the r:cipients of Federal pa-
tronage.

We ask again, if the Government is not
vet satisfied with these misleadings, and of
being thus ignobly betrayed inlo those dis~
gracefu] di'lemmas. what combination of cal-
amitous circumstances or events can makae

by it, that they shall be null and void; and
averring there is not time for this act to be so
submilted, before it would go info operation.
Now, the Governer, probably, was nol
aware that his own approval wag all that was
necessary ‘o mak- the act eflective, and that

J
o

them so? Would it not be better for the gov-
erumnent, its interest, as ivell as its honor, to
remedy these great evils by aboli hing the
scurce from which they spring?

If we must have Rep esentutives of Federal
ower, let them come from onr midat, beari

it would so remainin fores until so disapproved | with them the emblems «f peace, of ejuity, o

by Congress as before stated., Never gince
this Territory existed, has it transpired that
Congress has mani‘ested to any persen that it
had not dizapproved of an act of the Govern .r
and Legislative Assembly, nor ind<ed of its
disapproval of sny; and yet our laws have
' been considered in force, adjud cated upon by
the Federa! Judges, and executed, and carried
‘into effect by the executives and ministerial
officers generally; but, according to this man’s
theory, they ceould r.ot be considered in force
antil it wss known whether Congress disap-
proved thvm or not!
Again, he assigns as ano her reason, that

expense themselves, refused our application

under the prov sions of which we have since
existed.
N, sooner, however, did the ““representa-

make their appearance in our midst, than a
strife,and we might say,a warfare commen
between themn and the citizens of the Teﬁ-
tory, and so far as they could influence it, be-
tweetn the citizens and the parent Govern-
ment,

These Government oflleials from distant
States have ever come amo g us as now, 'he

for admission, and gave us a Territorial form |

of governwment in which we acqui sced, and
|

|

tives of Federal power” from distant States sons for returning

d| we ask vou, rellow citizens, what better coul

time sufficient is not given for ths people of |
the Territo-y to be sufficiaitly notified so as
to have an opportunily of acting intelligently
upon the subjeet malter therein contained.
Now, we are net going to find fault with
Governor Dawson for giving such flimsy rea-
the bill, neither are we
going to foliow him any further therein b“tci
we expect ¢f a strang-1? He arrives here
from a distant State, sojourns two or three
weeks, and go=s Lkome again some fifteen hun-
dred miles away; as a matter of course, he is
unacquain ed with our laws, the construction
put th-reon, the practice of his predecessors,

»

“represe: tatives of Federali power.” instead
of being the represaititives of cons-itutional
law, impartial justice, or as ambassadors of
American liberty. They have almost univer-
sally disregarded law, trampled under foot the
Territorial authority, failed to execu e Lhe
law when the power was exclusively in their
hands to do it, sought to produce distrust and |
enmity between this Territory and the Gener-
al Government and people of the United!
States. . They have turned loose upon the
community cciminals convieted by our juries
and eounfined in our prisons,to again prey
incited the savage foe
to bostile deeds against us.

Writhing under hardships such as these,
and to get rid of them, we held a conve |

the institution, now in our city, is a matter of
general commendation,

|

in Mareh, 1856, formed and adopted a consti.

(did pot know that the views of the
(this Territory had rip ned into a Convention

the people and the government, Of course he
peop'e of

and an application for adwmisegion into the

‘constitutional law, and of American liberty

for freemer, for American citizens,

Mr. Chairmun, tell that convention to form
a government, urder the provisions of which
we can have the privilege of choosing onr
own rulers in accor.lance with th- genius of
American institutions, and the inalienable
rights of life, liberty aud the pu'suit of hap-
piness. "Let that convention gay to the Gove
ernment, that a delegate to Congress without
a vote is no representative and taxation
without representali n, formed one c¢f tbe
leading causes of revolt from the molh:z
country in the days of the revolu ion, in tha
days of an Ad.ms, a Jefferson, and a Wash-
ington. Tell them, further, that neccessit
compels us, for our safety, i, order to preserve
ourselves from the depredations of tie mid-
ni. ht marauder, the assassin, to tie the handa
of their Eckles, their Crosbys, their Cradle-
baughs, and their Drummonds. Say to them,
'n your sovereign capacity as Delegates di-
rect frowr the people, that we gave “tests of
loyalty” "o-the State of Missouri, when they
marched us up between two rows of so diers,
and forced us te sign deeds o convey away
our property for which we had paid our
money to the General Goverrment; when wae
surrendered our arms into their hands, at the
instig:tion of an infuriated mob; when we
surrended ourselves at the same instiga iom
+ f mob power into the hands of the authori-
ties of ttie State of Flinois, under the pledged

Union eix years ago; a d that the Delegate of
the Territory had presented it over and over
again, and this he did not know, when he
assigied as a reason for not signing the
Memorial te Congress, that there was no ac-
eumpanéing constitution, Of what use is
such 2 Gover:er to either the Territery or the

faith of the State for safely and protectiom,
and were treacherously massacred; when yo.
treated wiili us, you, representing mobocraltie
power, and we, holding the laws and consti-
tution of onr country in our hands, claimin

their pr.tection, to sever the ties of kindreg
asgociations of life, and expatriate oure.

General Government? How can the President,
the Cab net, er Cougress expect him to be of
any use? It is unreasenable te expect that
any man, similarly chesen :mu:!]l appointed,
should feel any deep or abiding interest, or be
of any benefit, like citizens of the Territor
would, who:e interest, being identified wi

se'ves from hom~ and country and seek a shel-
ter in the barren wilde; aid when upon our
journey upon the banks of the Missouri, far
eyond your seltlements in 1846, in poverty,
in sickn-ss, you required five hundred men
from our traveling camps to aid you in y.ur

war with Mexico, and which were immediate~

tution, and again by our Delegates knocktd[gho people, would geek their prosperity at

|1y furnished, and then tell thewm that our tests



