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The Crystal Spring.

The crystal spring,
The crystal spring,
So sparkling, fresh and free—
Let others praise the red wine’s rays,
But the erystal spring for me:
I baste away where sunbeams play
Oe’r many a limpid wave
Where brightly beams the silvery spring
From some old mossy cave.

The woodlund shade,
The forest glade,
Where the young bird spreads the wing,
Is still more bright for the flushing light
__ Of some sweet crystal spring:
Its murmurings oft so sweelly soft
Might pleasant legends tell
Of bead and prayer recounted there
By the ancient holy well.

The fresh’ning lakes
That cool the brakes
By rivers bold and free,
. Where forest falls sing madrigals,
All waves have charms for me:
In youth, in Lhealth a source of wealth
Hath he who dares to sing:
Let others pruise the red wine's rays
My drink’s the crystal spiing.

&. 8, L. City, April 6, 1857.
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The New War in Asia—Herat,

A war is just breuking out in Asia, between
England and Persia, which can hardly fail to alter

the political condition of the central part of that

continent, and may, when we least expect it,
relight the flame just extinguislied in Europe.
Itis about Herat. Geographical dictionaries,
gazelteers, and atlases inform us that [eratis a
town of say, 30,600 inhabitants, the eapital of an

independent Affghan Principality, which borders

Persia on the west and Khiva on the north: and
we further learn, that from its sifuation and the
fertile character of the country through which the
road runs from the Caspiun or Khiva to Herat,
and [rom Herat to Candahar, it is the key to the
British Possessions in India, and the natural point
d’appui for a Russian army of invasion.- We
shall now endeavor to glean from the travels of
General Ferrier, just published, ths memoranda
of Sir John Login, and other sources, some f{ur-
ther detuils respecting llerat, and the causes of
the war to which it hes given rise.

i The people of Herat say that their city was
built by Alexander the Grea. Very likely he
mproved and strengthened it; so'excellent a soldier
must have seen its strategical importance, and
teken care (o use it for his purposes. It became,
we learn, a city of much trade and riches; when
Genghis Khan took and sacked it, in 1232, it con-
tuined 1,600,000 inhabitants, every one of whom
was put to the eword.

I'rom that period to 1607,it was actually sacked |
and burned to the ground six times; woes taken

and ravaged by every one of the Asiatic con-
querors of the ages we call medieval. In 1749 it
was u dependency or province of Persia. In that
vear Ahmed IChan conquered it and annexed it to
Allghanistan, and some years afterward,a grandson
of this Ahmed, having appointed his step-brother
Governor of Herat, it was severed from the
Aflghan empire, and erected into an independent
Priucipality.

It is so still, or has been until October last; but
it has hod some fieree struggles to meintain  its
independance. The chiefs of Cundaliar and Cabal
have attucked it with pertinacity. And the Per-
siang, instigated by Russia, have besieged it again
and ogair,

Tiu;ggreatpst of these sieges was in 1838, when
the present Shah of Persia marched against Herat
with sn imposing army. He was chicfly guided
by « Rassian cfficer, and his best regiment con-
sisted of Russians who were called deserters.—
On the other haund, the [leratians were mosily
directed by an English cofficer named Pottinger,
who was the real commandant of the garrison,
though only a visitor on leave of absence from
his regiment, The IHeratians and Persians were
in fact mere shuttle-cocks for the Russian and
linglish battledores {o play with. |

The siege was ultimately raised by the Persians,
but not till they bad half-burned Herat, and re-
duced ils people to iucredible extremities from
fumine and the casualiies of war. From 90,000,
the population fell in one year to 7000, a vast pro-
portion of the people huving sold themselves as
slaves to avoid dying of hunger. General errier,
who visited Herat in 1845, states that in the ten
mouths’ siege the Persians spread more havoe
than ouglit to Lave been caused by a hundred
yiars of war. :

The Persians repulsed, on the murder of the
Shah Kamran the throue of Herat was usurped
by the famous Yar Mohammed. This man seems
to have possessed remarkabls qualities, and (o have
seen through all the contending parties by which
he was surrounded. He made {reatics with Persia
and Candahar, and quieted them; did some sort of
homuge to the Shaly, and held the stirrup of the
B:itish Resident when he mounted his horse. By
this conciliatory policy he succeeded in preventing
attempls upon the independence of Ierst during
his lifetime. He reigned from 1842 to 1832,

General Icrrier visited him at Herat. He de-
seribes him as a tall hard-fuced man, wrapped in
Cashmere shawls, and wearing the Persian blick
cap. After they had been handed round, Yar
Mohammed charged Ferrier with being an En-
glishman on a diplomatic journey. Ferrier pro-
tested that he was a Frenchman traveling for
pleasure, but he did not quite convince his host.
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the sight of his dancing bayaderes. He and his
ministers were rather hurt that Ferrier would not
get drunk with them, :

Yar was a good soldier and a hard.-working
man. He was Vizier during the siege of 1838,
and displayed great activity in repelling the Per-
siuns. His mode of detecling their mines was
‘curious, Wherever he suspected the Persians
were undermining the ground, he set a plate filled
with small seed; the least blow of pick or spade
brougiit down some seeds, and betrayed the sub-
lerranean operations.  Every day during bis reign
he sat six hours ona judgment-seat, adwinistering
justice.
| His decisions were uniformly fair, and his rigor
|in punishing robbers so terrible, that Herat was by
| far the safest Asiatic ccuutry to travel in during
| his time. For his own safety he never trusted to
Providence. Six hundred men were always on
guard at the palace. A trusty Indian slept across
his bedroom door; thesume man broueht him Lis
'meals in closed dishes, padlocked. lﬁ':t he was

well likked by the peuplie.
' He was cruel, like most Eustern despots.—
There was no merey for people who were behind-
- hand with their taxes; a cobbler could not make a
shoe without paying him something. Inveterate
criminale were savogely punished. General Ferrier
(saw a poor wreteh, who had committed several
crimes, blown from a cannen; his limbs and head
(flew to a distance, but his entraits fell close to the
cannon, and were greedily devoured by dogs.

The most amusivg part of the society of Herat
was the doctlors. 'T'hey get drugs from British
India, and try to find out the
them on patients in progressive doses. Oue of-the
ablest of them showed a bettle of eyanide of mer-
cury to General Ferrier, and asked him,

‘What devil of a salt can this be! Of one
hundred patients to whom I have given it, only
one was cured: all the rest died.’

A high cfficisl had his leg broken in General
Ferrier’s presence by a kick from a horse. The
poor man fell, and fuinted from the pain which his
friends cansed him by twisting the limb to find
where the fraclure was. Ferrier ran into a gro-
cery, and asked for a glass of vinegar.

‘Give me & rupee and you shall have half a
glass,’ said the grocer.

‘Rascal and ass!’ cried Ferrier, ‘you shall have
nothing; the sirdar is dying, and this is no time
for bargaining.? .

‘When can I have such another opportunity for
makinga bargain? replied the grocer, senten-
tiously, turning his back on his customer. When
the wounded man was carried home and the dce-
tors sent for, they spent two hours in theoretical
discussion before they looked at the leg. I'hen
they differed on the question whether the wound
should be first washed or the leg setat once. The
setler carried his point,and got ready his splinters;
but before he fixed them, Le bethought himself

that a mollah must offer a prayer before he set to
work.

Aun hour was consumed in finding the holy
man, and the prayer lasted thcee quarters more;
alter which the leg was roughly set, the patient
rending the air with his cries of sgonr. Then
arose u fight among the doctors about his diet,one
was for hot food, auother for cold, some for
abstinence, and so on. As they could not agree,
they drew lots, and took the advice of an astrono-
mer, who consulted a coustellation; upon these
two bases they decided thatthe wounded man
should have as muchas he could possibly eat, but
no drink at all.

Herat has been visited once or twice by cholera,
which has made- great ravages. The principal
physician acknowledged that his ‘*ignorant col-
leagues found it rather a difficult disease to treat
but to him it was mere child’s play.”? His most
effectual prescription,he said, had been the ninety-
nine attributes of the Deity, repeated in presence
of the patient by three old men, two young men,
and one maid, twice out loud and ence to them-
selves. :

Yar Mohammed, who was never satisfisd that
his French friend was as harmless as he pretended,
was loth to let him go. General Ferrier’s annoy-
ance at his detenlion was increased by quiet hints
he received from visitors, who ussured hLim that
he would be murdered at the first opportunity.—
When he walked out, he used to hear people in
the ?ruwd says, ‘Poor fellow! how thin he has

ot!
; ‘Ah, how young he is to die!” By dint of
courage and address, he succeeded in frustratin
the designs of his host, if, indeed, the Shah
ever hud any; and alter some weeks genteel con-
finement, pursued his travels through Affshanis-
tan.

Yar Mohammed died in 1852, and his son, Syud
Mohammed, succeeded to the throne. [He was a
mere simpleton, who spent his time in playing
with an elephant which his father-in-law, Dost
Mohummed, had given him. e once paid a visit
to an Einglish mess-table, and expressed a desire to
learn some words of English. A waggish officer
instructed him that the common salutation among
the English was, ‘You are a spoon? upou which
young Syud, on his return home, accosis his
futher,

‘Agir-be-adebi na bashud’ (‘By your leave,
father’), ‘you are a spoon!

He did not last long. A member of the old
reigning family, wlich Yar Mohummed had set
aside to usurp the throne—Mohammed Yussuf
Shahzadah—overthrew him, and tock his place as
sovereign of Heral,

Our lutest accounts from Herat state that the
Shuh hud besieged and tuken the place, and ap-
pointed this Yussuf Persian governor and mili-
tary commander. Yussufl was well known to Sir
John Login, who essured his government that he
would be a firm fiicud to the English; if so, the

This is the more ersily understood when it is
known that the Affghaus believe that Napo'san
was an English general, who fought the Russians.
Yaor Mohammed kept General Ferrier a close
prisoner,though he treated him with great civility;
sent presents to him daily, and regaled him with

story of Yussu('s being appointed Persian gover-
nor would be somewhat impiobable.

The English have met this Perso-Russian move
by a countermove— imilar to the demonstration
made in 1838—in the Persian Gulf. To march a
British army, with the enormous impedimenta
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g1see the hecle;’ Lat, nevertheless, the ball went
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sible. The East India Company
sent 6000 fighting men, with 12,000
ers, in 32  sleamers and transports,

other desiruble poiuts.
Thus, thoagh the fall of Herat la

Iferat, and, once over the Persian border, an army

the other hand, tie English will seize all the Pe
siair Gulf

Weekly.
[From the London Quarterly Review.]

Freaksof Lightning,

-LiGHTNING FROM A DRropr oF Rain,.—Two clouds
are not necessary for the prodaction of lightning,
which is frequently discharged from a solitary
clump of vapor, when a connection can be es-
tablished with the earth. A IFrench scademician,
named Mercalle, deseribes a cuse where a mere

e

water alone.

'has divided the lightnings into three sorts.

luminous lines, bent into angles, and zig-zags, and
varying in complexion from white to blue, purple

because it occasionally divides into two branches.

into three forks, each of which struck on points
several hundred feet apart.
furcations have been reported, for it is said that
during a tempest at Lauderncaur and St. Polde
Leon; twenty-four churches were struck, though
only three distinct claps were heard. This was
eight churches apiece for the three explosions!

The second class of lightning differs from the
first in the range of surface over which the
flash is diffused, and is designated as sheet light-
ning. Semetimes it simply gilds the edge of the
cloud whence it leaps; but at others floods with a
'lurid radiance, or else suffuses its surfice with
blushes of a rosy or viclet hue.

A Frexca Tamor Caasep sy A BaLn or
Licarying.~—The third classof lightnings are re-
markable for their eccentricities, and have been

meteorologists, many of whom have denied their

differ so widely from the ordinary sort of flashes.
They exhibit themselves as balls or globular lumps
of fire—not momentury appuritions, but meteors
which take their own time, und travel at remarka-
bly slow rates.

It is this incelerity which gives them their

to be one of the leading emblems of velocity.—
Among other anecdotes related of this kind of
lightning is the following incident, which occurred
fo a tailor inthe Rue St. Jacques, Val de Grace,
about the year 1843. DM, Babinet was commis-
sioned by the Academy of Sciences to investigate
the facts, and reported substantially as follows:
After aloud thunder clap,the tailor being finish-
ing Lis meal, saw the chimney board fall down, as
if overset by aslight gust of wind, and a globe of
fire, about the size of a child’s head, came out
quietly and moved slowly about the room,at a
small height above the floor. The tailor said it

can be muintained with the utmost facility—on |

- In 1777 a weathercok of tinned copper was

usualin India, to Herat, would be almost impos- ‘

Hores DrivLep By THUNDER STorMs.—In other

have merely instances small holes are drilled, which are surpris-
camp-follow- ing for the perfect circularity of forms. Window
to the Persian panes have been fre
port of Bushire, and occupied it, and one or two | without affecting

quently piercod in this fashion,
the rest of the glass. In forn-
/ing these apertures, a burr or projection is left

ys open the upon the edges. Juvenile electricians are in the
flank of Indit—for you can drive a pleasure ear- | hubit of muking holes

risge all the way from Teherun to Candahar by charges through them,

in & card by passing dis-

when a bure or projection

will he observed on both sides of the orifice.
Somelimes a singls discharge will procure two

r- holes in a curd, each puncture marked by a single
ports, and puin south what they lose burr, one on the upver and the other on the under
north. The ultimate question will hisge on the 'side of the card. In some instances the resulls
remaining military strength of Russia.~[Harper’s are such

as Lo suggest that a flash may be split up

into several fiery filaments before it strikes an ob-
Ject.

(hurled by a thunder-bolt from the top of a church
‘in Cremonia, and npon inspection, was found to

be pierced with eighteen holes; in nine of them

 the burr was conspicuous on one sids, and in

nine it wasequally prominent on the other, while
the slope of the burr was identical in all.

Grass Tunes MapE By A LIGHTNING STROKE. —

cloudlet, about a foot in dizmeter, killed a poor | Am"-”lg‘“m curiosities of lightning are What is
woman by dropping a thunderbolt upon her head. termed ‘lulgurities,’ or tubes, which the lightning
[t has been shown by uraday that the electric construclts when it falls upon a siliceons spot: by
fluid contained in a single flash might perhaps be ,ftmug the saud. They : iy
supplied by the decomposition of one gruin of thaunder-bolts. In some hillocks of land in Cum-
'  berlund, Eugland, these yellow tubes have been

Dirrenest Sorts oF LiGHTNING.~M. Arawo | found from one-fiftli to two inches in diameter,
o T LA 4 - i A " L3

: taperin
The | o] A

ir properties by using | first includes those where the discharge appears like | Theentire extent of the tubes may. be thirty

may be called casts of

or

g l‘-'ﬁl‘hﬂlh‘?, to a mere point.

feet, but they usually separate inte numerous

' branches, and have the appearance of the skeleton

r
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or red. This kiud is known as forked-lightning, | as smooth and perfect as if. it had been made fa

|
Carpentiers relates a case where a flush severed |

Still more numerous (vitrify the surface of rocks and fuse metuls.

|

doubtful character, as an electrical bolt is supposed |

right to be treated as legitimate lightnings, they :5'3*-‘“ toissue from the sea, or to drop into sheets

(of waler, without producing any hissing sound,
‘or acceasioning any symptoms of ebullition.

looked like a good-sized kitlen,rolled up into a ball,
and moving about showing its paws. 1t was
bright and shining, but he felt no sensation of
heat,

The globe came near his feet, like a young cat
that wants to rnb itself against its master’s legs;
but by moving them aside gently, he avoided the
contact. Itappears to have played for several
seconds about his feet, bending his body overit
and examining it attentively. After trying somne
excursions in different directions, it rose verticall
to the height of his head. The globe elongated a
little, then steered towards a hole in the chimney
above the mantel piece, which hole received a
stove-pipe in winter, but was now pasted over
with paper. *The thunder,’ he said, ‘eould not

straight to the aperture, removing the paper
without hurting It, and made its way iuto the
chimney.

Shortly alterwards, and when he supposed it
had time to reach the top, it made adreadful ex-
plosion, and destroyed the upper part of the
chimney, and threw the fragments on the roofs of
smaller buildings, which they broke through.—
‘The tuilor’s lodging was on the third story; the
lower ones were not visited at all by the thunder-
bolt. : i

Wiy 11 Destrovs.—Lightning, when it meets
with an obstruetion in its course, frequently
shatters non-conducting objects, dispersing and
bursting snbstances asunder in every direction, vs
if they had been charged with gunpowder. The
stone pinnacles of a church in Cornwall was
struck by lightning and oune fragment weighing
three hundred pounds was hurled sixty yarcs to
the southiward, another four hundred yards to the
north, and another to the southwest.

In 1838, the topgallant mast of her Majesty’s
ship Rodney wasliterally cut up into chips by a
flash of lightning, the sea being strewn with (rag-
ments as if the carpenters hiad been sweeping their
shavings overboard. Sometimes in striking a tree
or must, the electric fluid will slice it into shreds
or filaments, so thutit will appeur like a huge
broom or bundle of lathe. _

Lightning bolts will occasionally dash through
resisiing objects by tearing great openings,asin a
Cornish chureh, where apertures are made in the
solid walls of the belfry fouteen inches deep, and

 as truly regular as if cut out by art.

~drops falling upon

necessary to confine

of au inverted tree. They are linea with glass,

glass house.

Merrive Merars ey rr—Lightaing will ‘also
In
1837, several links of the iron cuble of an Ameri-
can packet ship were melted, and the glowing
the deck, sct fire to everythir

they touched. It would seem, tco, that the light-
ning can liguify metals without harming or even
singeing more fragile materials connected with
them. Aristotle says copper has been melted off
a shield without injuring the wood, and hence

‘affirms that money has been fused in a purse with-
‘out burning the latter.

It is a capricious meteor, and the pranks it plays
are somelimes perfectly inexplicable. A man in

Cornwall was once struck by a bolt,which burned

the sleeve of his skirt and also of his coat to ciu-
der, without frizzling or even damaging the outside

made the subject of considerable contention among | of the coatin the least. Balls of electrical matter,

capable of firing combustible objects, have been

Macxeric Errecrs oF 1r.—As illustrative of
the power of lightning™to magnefic metals, it is
related by Arogo that the tools of a sheemaker
in Swabia were thns treated, and he had constant-
ly to be frecing his hammer, pinchers, and knaife
from the nuile, needles and awls, which wera con-
stantly getting caught by them as they lay upon
the bench.

Nearly two centuries ago a couple of English
ships were sailing from London to Barbadoes.—
One of them wus struck with lightning, and
suddenly the captain of the suffering ship was ob-
served to alter his course and his prow, as if mak-
ing for Kugland again, His consort inquired the
reason, but found the whole crew were still pro-
cexding to Barbadoes, as they firmly believed. A
careful inspection showed that the poles of the
compass hud been completely reversed by the
lightning,

THE LANGUAGE oF FINaAncE.—Finance has a
language of ifs own. Its thieves are rot thieves
but defanlters. Having more motes afloat than
means fo pay them, is being short of currency;
the waild calls it poverty and insolvency. Pawn-
ing is hypothecation, shinning and borrowing is
financiering. Swindling is over-operating; taking
men’s and wotnen’s money to keep safely, and

Y | squandering it, or losing it in speculation, is sus-

pending. Loaning out other people’s money is ac-
commodation,

Paying out doubiful issu¢s in redeeming the'r
own, 1s reliring circulation. Embezzlement is
extending liabilities, Stealing state or govern-
ment bonds is an over-issue; and managing a bank
well is contriving to make somebody, not inter-
ested, furmsh means to keep the bank upon.

Finance bas a smooth business name for almost
every act relating to money—its safe-keeping,
disbursement and prompt payment; the reverse of
which, in a private individual, is called by harsh
Saxon names, such as found in bills of indict-
ment and penal sfatutes. The vofarics of finan-
ces never steal;. they overdraw. They are never
poor. though often ‘very close.” They never re-
fuse to pay honest debls; they suspend. The
commercial history of this country for the past
twenty-{ive years is a history of financiering—not
only or chiefly by bankers,nor even by brokers, but
by a class of adventurers, who have seized upcn
these capacities 1o shroud designs of ‘plupder un-
dar technical names.
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TMPROVEMENT IN  BrAsTiNG Rockxs.— A
mode now adopted in blasting rocks consists
in placing the powder or charge within a tube
or a case, between {wo heads provided with a
suitable packing, and attached to a rol, by
which arrangement the charge is prevented
from ““blowing out,” or obtaining vent in the
direction of the line of the hole in which the
tube and charge are placed, and the whole
effect of the charge is exerted against the sides
of the tubes or case. By this method it is re-
presented that rocks may be blasted with
much greater facility than by the ordinary
mode, no tampering or Eacking of clay being

the powder within the

hole.



