the judgment in regard to the Idaho
test oath. We oheerve from the
public journals that attorneys in
different suits are citing it as an
authority in cases in which there
is an opportunity for insisting upon
an application of ita purport. Dis-
cussions arise during which the un-
constitutionality of religious test
oaths and acts that infliat politieal
disabilities on the ground of religious
belief, is clearly delineated.
Supreme Court *inevitably suffers
from these legal contenlions, the
untenable character of its conclugion
in the Idaho matter being plainly ex
-hibited.

or retaln the respect of the people
by mere virtue of its power.
condition of sentiment is the sele
result of the proper and just use of

the autherity with which it is ipn-

vested. The highest court of.the
.nation is no exception to the rule.

One of the most striking symp-
toms of depreciation of the U B.
Bupreme- Court is that which has
arisen among the farmers of Minne-
sota over a decision rendered in
what are termed the granger cases.
The judgment practically shelves
the Minnesota Railway Commis-
ston. ’

The exceutive committee of the
State Farmers’ Alliance, which
-represents over 30,000 farmers, met
in the early part of this menth, at
8t. Paul, and passed the most re-
markable set of resolutions ever
adopted in this country. They are
terribiy denunciatory, and by way
of.apreading the feeling the commit-
tee ask all the Farmers’ Alliances
in the country to join with them in
a National Convention looking to
“the abolition of the Supreme Court.
Fpllowing are the resolutions:

* Whereds, It is reported by the daily
press that the United States Suptreme
iConrt has recently decided in a case
-appoaled from this State that the Rail-
road Commission (vnd inferentlally
-the State Legislature) has no right or
power to preseribe rates for tranapor-
-tation oD the raiiroads of the State or
to do more than establish prima facie
reasonable rates, each detail to be
fought over in & succession of courts.
_with . intermiuable litigation, thereby
practically nullifying or reversing the
great decisions of the same court
made some- years since in the granger
cases; therefore

Reasolved, By the executive comunit-
tee of the State Farmers’ Alliance,
speaking in behalr of 30,000 farmers
of MinDesota, that we regard the said
recent decision as one of the greatest
injustices in the history of our coun-
try and as signifying the subjection of
the people and the State to the unlim-
ited control of the railronad corpora-
tions of this country.

Resolved, That we appeal from this
second Dred Scotu deoision to the pen-
ple of the nation and we ask them to
,consider whether any otheér race would
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submit to have their liberties thus
wheedled away from them on techni-
calities by a squad of la.wgers pitting
as a supreme authority high above
Congress, President, and people. Wae
call attention to the fact that the eili-
zens of England, from whom we have
largely derived our form of govern-
ment, would no: permit for one in-
stant a bench of judges to nullify an
act of Parlinment. There the people
are properly omnipotent. Nocivilizad
government on earth has ever con-
forred such powers upon any court as
are by gur Constitutionygranted to the
United States Supreme Court. In our
anxiety to protect the rights of prop-
erty we have created a machinery
that threatens to destroy the rights of
man.

Resolved, That copies of these reso-
lutions be sent by our secretary to the

| alliances of the several States of the
No socurce of authority can gain

Union with the reguest that they
unite with us in an effort to so amend
the Constitution of the Wnited States
as to abolish this new slavery of the
States and nation established by and
for the benefit of corporate wealth,
and to make it so plain that the peo-
ple are masters in this event that no
court, however shallow or sorrupt,
shali ever again attempt to suhbject
them to the domination of the artificial
personages they have themselves
created.

Resolved, That we recommend the
holding of a convention by the al-
liances of the United States at an early
date to consider the very grave and
mo mentous questions arising out of
the extraordinary decision.

Reaolved, That wo hereby express
the gratitude of the farmers of Min-
nesgta to Judges Bradley, Lamar,Gray
and the other Judges of the Supreme
Court who dissented from the said
decivion and stood by the people upon
the question.

Thesame causes which reduce the
degree of ¢steem in which the chief
court of the country should be held,
have a similar effect in relation to
the respect that ought to exist for
the Constitution. That glorious
instrument is gradually being re-
garded as a ‘*moss-back?’ production
which should either be altered be-
yond recognition or abandoned. In
these fast times it is beginning to be
looked upon a good deal 4s a fashion-
able lady would regard one of the
old style coal-shufbtle sky-scraping
bonnets with which the great
grandmothers of the present genera-
tion used to trudge to chiureh, look-
ing, with their narrow skirts, like so
many animated axes. The fashiou-
able woman of the day prefers

a little flower and feather
bedecked birdsnest, aaving
her cowplexion with a

sunshade. So the politicians of to-
day want to change or Jiscard the
Constitution, leaving the people’s
rights to be scorched and destroyed
by the hot breath {rom the furious
furnace of selflsh majorities. The
fundamental law of the nation is, in
the estimation of many pelitical
wireworkers, too antiquated and re-
gtrictive to longer adoru the comely
form of our system of -government.
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It will be a sorry day for the na-
tion when there shall be no line of
demarcation over which majorities
may not step in their efforts to crowd
minerities to the wall. Unless the
present tendency of the times— visi-
ble in high and low places—Iis
checked by some unforeseen condi-
tions, the calamity is not distant.

DISTURBING PREDICTIONS.

FREQUENTLY of late the ¢oast
papers have cnntained references to
a man named Erickson and a
woman named Mrs. Weodworth,
who have been reiferating with the
utmost assurance, predictions to the
effect that Ban Francisco and Oag-
land were to be destroyed during
the present month by a tidal wave,
and that Chicago and Milwaukee
were t0 be obliterated by an eartly
quake. Bo marked was the effect
which these prophecies had upon
the minds of a certain class in - Cali-
fornia that the 8an Francisco
Chronicle felt called upon to exert
an influence to countersct it,
Ridicule was mingled with an ar-
gument which aimed to convince
the reader that, as human eyes
could not penetrate to the interier of
the eart ., no man could possibly
foretell when such a disturbance of
its aurface would occur as would
produce either a tidal wave or an
earthquulke.

1t is reported that many people of
Oalkland sold out for what they could
gt and fled to the interior of the
State, that nuinbers of persons weru
driven insane by the fear gaused by
the dire predictions of the individ-
uals referred to, and that many
have subjected themselves to desti
tntion in their terror at the pros-
pect held up before them, That
perious consequences abttended the
prophesying of Erickson and Mra,
Weaodworth seems to be abundantly
sustained, bnt the good that han
thereby been accomplished -ja an
invisible quantity.

The New York World takes up the
subjeet, remarking, It is one of the
incon veniences of liberty that un-
der a systemn of free speech.the
knave and the fool may exploit
themselves as freely aathe.philos-
opher.”” It speaks of the *“grave
mischief* which has been, done
by these predictions, and gontin-
ues: .

“And all this occurs simply because
Erickson and Mrs. Woodworth de
sired to attract attention to themselves
and make a sensation hy confident!
pretending to a foreknowledge whit
no human being can possess and pra-
dicting calamitles, of which they kndw
no more than brute heasts. ]



