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veritable storehouse of information
it is not a mere list of mines and
quarries granite and marblem ble on
the other hand the historical rem-
iniscences are to many the most in-
terestingte part of the work for ex-
ample take the marble quarries of
carrara and we find that the sides
and lintel of the great door of the
pantheon at romeborne as well asaa the
vast marble carvings of the baths of
baricallaBa were all taken from this
place but the most stupendous
monument of carrara Mmarbleble that
has comedowncome down to us from ancient
times is the column of trojan at
romeborne this was camcomposedposed of thir
ty four pieces and without the stat-
ue was no less than one hundred
and twenty six feet in height it
must have been an imposingimposing sight
when the ancient romans lookedi

upon this lofty shaft with its two
thousand five hundred sculptured
human figures besides horses boats
fortresses etc this column was
originally surmounted by the colos-
sal statue of trojan holding the
gilded globe which contained hishia
ashes I1

the quarries of carraracarram formed a
spot frequently visited by michael
angelo there he lived for days
among the quarries till he had
selected the particular stones which
suited his fancy and which his
genius and his chisel afterwards
rendered historic by the aid of
this work the traveler can trace the
history of italian art for twenty
centuries past J H WARD
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LETTERS FROM PALESTINE

A voyage from port said
egypt to this place does not
possess much interest beyond the
factact that you are travelling along
the coast of a land sacred to jew
christian and mohammedan alike
the holy landlaid I1 left port said
about four pm on the instantsinstant
on board the austrian steamer aus-
tria and next morning about six

the anchor was droppedd atdrajaffa the ancient joppa itfedhap-
pened

a
to be a tolerably calm sea ththis

morning so that one could land in a
boat for a trifle but it is not always
so the harbor is I1inn a very bad
concondition11tion filled with rocks so that
no larger vessels can therein find
shelter it therefore happens some-
times that a boatman requires up
to twenty francs for taking one on
shore and sometimes when the sea
is very unruly the ship cannot stostopp
at all and the passepassengersnjgers must foror
good or evil gogototo the next harbor
viewed from the seaside jaffaoffers
a very agreeable appearance it is
built on the top of an isolated hill
which stands prominent on the low
coast landscape roundbound about are
considerable gardens and the hori-
zon behind itillsis limited by the moun-
tains of judea

our steamer had goods to load in
and out enough to keep the hands
busy for the whole day until 7

in the evening among the
articles sent on shore I1 noticed par-
ticularlyticul arly beer and matches the
former from germany and the latter
from Jonkoping in sweden I1 had

not before known that the cold
north had to supply the sunny
south with these fiery articles I1
hope on another occasion to be able
to give a more particular view of
this well known place from the
sacred writings

from jaffa the ship follows the
somewhat low coast of sharon until
after a few hours voyage the moun-
tain of carmel becomes visible
after seven hours the ship has
roundedroundedthethe carmel and dropped
her anchor in the bay where at the
foot of the mountain the little city
of haifa with the german colony
appended to it is situated

haifa is the of the
ancients and has still some ruins to
show of an old pier and other build-
ings these ruins are situated a
few minutes3 walk northwest of the
german colony this city has
about inhabitants most of
whom are arabs there are also
not a few jews who keepke the
trade going in their usual way
of the arabs the greater part are

edans and the rest greek
catholics of the so called Mel
rite haifa seems to be in a flour-
ishing condition and has gained
considerably in importance since the
austrian line ofor steamers has
added it to its list of stopping places
of course its whole color is ori-
ental which means narrow dirty
streets and houses built in a style of
architecture common to american
packing baxesboaesy but notwithstanding
this the place is comparatively nice
and is always well spoken of in pal-
estine in the city are two moham-
medan mosques several christian
churches an american monastery
and other similar institutions there
is therefore no lack of religious
fluences here but christianity
seems to progress very slowly if
any at all among edans
the missionaries have a hard job
I1 cannot help thinking of a friend of
mine an earnest man and one very
well educated he had spent some
livefive years in this country laboring
as a missionary at somebody alses
expense I1 met him some years ago
in copenhagen well I1 said

how many years have you been
laboring in palestine five
years he said did you make
any converts while there oh
no but I1 thank god the arabs didaiI1
not convert me and so I1 think
the protestant and catholic mis-
sionariessionaries do very well as long as the
arabs do not convert them

the german colony gives one a
very good impression its houses
are mostly surrounded by ggardensaddens
and everything is clean and neat
the colony has now some four
hundred inhabitants and these live
mostly by agriculture they have
also some industrial enterprises A
soasoap factory makes a very pure soap
and has found a market for this
chiefly on the american continent
they have also a windmill and a
steam mill both in good condi-
tion prominent is the culture of
the vine most of the settlers have
their vine 11 and also seem to
be very fond of their wine it is
well understood by the colonists
that the temporal prospects of
the colony are not great it

seems to be difficult for the
growgrowingng generation to find amploemploy-
ment

ya

here and they hnhaveave to look w
foreign countries for a livelihood A
feeling is prevalent that the found-
ing of the colonies here although
done with the best of intentions waS
a undertaking with nojodefdef
anite purpose in view I1 hohope thattha
an acknowledgment of ththis

ye will
lead to prepare the colonists for the
acceptance of the gospelgos of jesus

Monychrist morally the colony stando
on a very high level I1 am told
that in all the years it has existed
here not more than two cases of un-
lawful intercourse have been known
no drunkenness is to be seen in the
streets no swearing is heard DO

fighting no gamblingamblingg when you
enter a house the first thing that
attracts your attention is a ververse
from the bible put as a motto over
thedoortbthe dooredoor inside eeverythingvery thing bears
religious stamp of the old pietistic
color the people even the young
girls are dressed plainly with no
regard for the requirements of SO

ever changing fashion not even for

the tasteful the meals are good
but simple and it aappearsears that non
one is too busy to tnfindd time after
each meal to pray to god or to readreft
a few verses from the bible and a
psalm all arranged in a little book
to be used one piece each day
the year all this is good and colu

were there more intel-
ligenceligence more spiritual life corb
understanding ofof the word of godclod

the servian colony in haifa would
be an admirable place not
found on this sinful globe of ours

more interesting totomeme than the
city and the colony is mount CAP
mel to the top of which one coxcan
walk
tolerably good road the word car-
me

cr
mel means I1 I1 vine mountain WWW

berg the arabs call it or

driebel har eliab the mountain of0

saint elijah it is connected
through a row of hills with the
mountains of samaria and separ-
ates thereby jezreel fron sharon
it is about nine miles IOUlong and 5

metres at its highhighestest point the greaff
er part of the mountain isia luxur-
iantlyian clothed with oak walnut
oltolive and other tropical trees it wjo

said that boagsboars are found in sona
parts of it in ancient times cardea
was the southern border of the
try to the tribes of asherashbrandd

manasseh last sunday afternoon
I1 took a walk up the mountain W

order to see the monastery Ttbthis
is a large building with iron
barred windows like a jail whether
for the sake of keekeepingping the monks w
or the thieves out I1 could not tell

the brotherhood that flourishes
here on the mountain top wwwas
formed in the century
has had several trials to pa0
through in 1821 the pashakaaha who
resided in akka abdallah had toe
monastery and church utterly dow
polishedmoli shed but in 1828 theythel were

again rebuiltrebuilt larger and more ele-
gant this waswaa essentially through
the efforts of the brothers GIOVGlogiovannvann0
battista von frascati this n
building italian style is situatedsitua

metres above the sea where thete
mountain falls almost
larllarayyintointo the sea the church


