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veritable storchouse of information,
1t is not n mere list of mines and
uarries, granite and marble. On
the other hand, the historical rem-
iniscences are to many the most in-
teresting part of the work. For ex-
ample, take the marble quarries of
Carrarnand we find that the gides
and lintel of the great door of the
Pantheon at Rome, as well as the
vast marble carvings of the baths of
Baracalla, were all taken from this
place. But the most stupendous
monument of Carrura mnrble that
has come down to us from anclent
tlmea is the Column of Trojanat
Rome. This was composed of thir-
ty-four pieces, and without the stat-
ue¢ wns no less than one hundred
and iwenty-six feet in height. It
must have been an imposing sight
when the ancient Romans looked
upon this lofty shaft with its two
thousand five hupdred scuiptured
human figures, hesides horses, boats,
fortresscs, ete. This column was
origiually surmounted by the colos-
sal statue of Trojan holding the
gilded globe which contained his
ashes.

The quarries of Carrara formed a
spot frequently visited hy Michaol
Angelo. Thete he lhmdy for days
among the gquarries, til1 he had
selected the particular stones which
suited his fancy, and which his
genius and hia chisel afterwanrds
rendered historic. By the aid of
this work the traveler can trace the
history of Italinn art for twenty
centuries past. . H. WARD,

Fuorore, Feb. 18th, 1889.

LETTERS FROM PALESTINE

A  voyage from Port Said,
Egypt, to this place does not
})asseau much intereat beyond the

act that you are iravelling along

the const of o land sacred to Jew,
Christinn and Mohammedan alike—
the Holy Land. I left Port Said
about four p.m. on the 224 instant,
on bonrd the Austrinn stenmer Aus-
¢trice, and next morning about six
o’clock the anchor was dropped at
Jaffa, the ancient Joppa. ha
pened to be a tolerably calm sea this
morning, so that one could land in a
bont for a trifle; but it is not always
go. The harbor 18 in a very bad
con lition, filled with rocks, so that
no inrger vessels can thercin find
shelter. It therefore happens some-
times that a boatman requlres up
to twenty francs for taking one on
shore; and sometimes, when the sea
in very unruly, the ship cannot stop
at all, and the :ngers must, for
6)0(] or evil, goto the next harbor.

iewed from the seaside, Jafln offers
a very agreeable appearnnce. It is
bullt on the top of an isolated hill,
which atands prominent on the low
coast landsecape. Round about are
considerable gardens, and the hori-
zon behind itis limited by the moun-
tains of Judea.

Qur steniner had goods to load in
and out, enough to keep the hands
busy for the whole day, umntil 7
¢’elock in the evening. mong the
artiolea sent on shore [ noticed par-
ticularly “boer’? and matches, the
former from Germany and the Iatter
from Jonkoping, in Bweden. I had

not before known that the cold
north’ lnd to su[ﬁply the sunny
south with these flery nrticles. I
hope on ancther oceasion to be able
to give a more particular view of
this well known place from the
sacred writings.

From Jaffu the ship follows the
somew hat low coast of Sharon, until
after n few hours’ voyage the moun-
tain of OCunrmel becomies visible.
After scven hours the ship has
rounded the Carmel and iropped
her anchor in the bay, where nl the
foot of the mountain the little eity
of Haifa, with the German colony
uppende(i to it is situated.

Haifa is the Byeaminum of the
ancients, and has still some ruins to
show of an old pler and other build-
ings. These ruins are gitunted o
few minutes’ walk northwest of the
Germian colony. This clty has
about 7,000 inhabitants, most of
whom nre Arabs. There are also
not a few Jews, who Lkeep the
trade going in their usual way.
Of the Arabs the greater parf are
Mohammedans, untf the rest Greek
Catholies of the so-called Melkitish
rite. Haifn scems to be in a flour-
ishing condition, and has gained
considerably in Importance sincethe
Austrinn line of steamers hans
added it to its list of etopping places.
Of course, its whole color ie Orl-
ental, which means narrow, dirty
streets, and houses built in a style of
architecture common to American
racking boxes, but notwithstanding

liis the plnce {s comparatively nice,
and 1s always well spoken of in Pal-
estine. In the city are two Moham-
medan mosques, several *“Chrigtian”?
churches, an American monastery,
and other similar institutions. There
is therclore no lack of religious In-

fiuences here; but *‘Christianity?

seeme to progress very slowly, if
any af all, among Mohammedans.
The missjonaries have a hard job.
I cannot help thinking of a friend of
mine, an earnest man and one very
well educated. He liad spent some
five years in this country, laboring
nd n missionary at somebody else’s
expense. [ met him some years ago
in Copenhagen. “Well,”? I gaid,
“how many years have you heen
Iaboring in Palestine?”? ‘Five
years,?? he sald. “Did you make
any converts while ther¢??? *“Oh
no, but I thank God the Arnbs di

not convert me.” And so [ think
the Protestant and Catholic mis-
gionarles do very well as long as the
Arabs do not convert them.

The German colony gives one a
very pood Impression. Its houses
are mostly surrounded by gardens,
and everything is clean and neat.
The colony has now some four
hundred inhabitants, and these live
mostly by ngriculture. They have
nlso sone industrial enterprises. A
soap factory makes n very puresonp
and has found a market lor this
chiefly on the American continent.
They have also o windmill and a
steam mill, Loth In good condl-
tion. Prominent is the culture of
the vine. Most of the settlers have
their vine-“bergs,’? and also seem to
ho very fond of their wine. It is
well understood by the colonists
that the temporal prospects of
the colony are not great. It
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secms to, be difficult for the
growing generation to find employ-
ment here, nnd they have to look 10
foreign countries for n livelihood. A
fecling is prevalent that the fount-
Ing of the eslonies here, although
done with the best of intentions, #¥08

a planless undertaking, with no def-
inite purpose in view. I ho tllli'-]fi
W

nn acknowledgment of thils
lend to prepare the colonists for the
acceptance of the Gospel of Jesus
Chiist. Morally the colony stands
on a very high level. I am told
that in all the years it las exis
here not more than two cases of Ul-
Inwful intercourse have been knowil.
No drunkenness Ia to be seen in the
strects. No swearing is heard, DO
fizhting, no gambling. When you
enter a house, the first thing that
attracta your attention is a verse
from the Bible putns a motto over
the door. Inside everything beats &
religious stamp of the old pietistic
color. e people (even the young
glrls) nre dressed plainly, with no
regard for the requirements of au
ever~changing fashion, not even f0f
the tasteful. The meals are good,
but simple, and it appears that no
one islt)oobusy to find time aftef
each meal to pray to God, or to T
a few verses from the Bible and &
Pgalm, all arranged in a little book
to be used, one picce each day 10
the year. Allthis isgood and cont
mendable. Were there mare intel-
ligence, more gpiritual life, more
understanding of the Word of God
the Servian colony in Haifa woul
be an admirable plnee, not ofteD
found on this sinful globe of ours.
More interesting to me than the
¢ity and the colony is Mount CAr
mel, to the top of which one cal
walk in forty-five minutes on 4
tolernbly good rond. The word Car-
mel mesns % Vine-mountain®® ( Weit-
berg). The Arnba call it Kermelof
Dshebel Mar-Elias (the mountain O
Saint Klijah). It is connected
through a row of hills with the
mountains of Samarin, and separ”
ates thereby Jezreel fron Sharok
1t i about nine miles long and 570
metres at its highest point. The great
er part of the mountain is luxul
inntly eclothed with onk, walnub.
olive and other tropical trees. 1t 18
said that boars are found In som®
parisof it. Inanclenttimes Carn
was the southern border of the coulﬁ
try alloted to the tribes of Asher sl
Mannsseh. Lest Sunday afterncot!
I took n walk up the mountain IR
order to see the monastery. Thif
{8 a large bullding with o
barred windows, llke a jail, whether
for the sake of keeping the monks 1D
or the thieves out I could not tell
The brotherliood that flourisbe®
here on the mountain top Wﬂs
formed in the 12th century. 80
has had several triala to pas®
through. In 1821 the Pashn w ho
resfded in Akkn (Abdallah) had the
monnstery and church utterly 4¢
molished; but in 1828 they wor®
again rei)uilt, larger and moree"i'
ant. This was essentially throug
¢ efforts of the brothers Giovally
Battista von Fraseati. This ne"'i
building, Italinn style, ia r;lt'illﬂ""'e
180 metres above the sea, \\’I:el'ﬂ_th_
mountain falls almost per*wndlc‘;s
larly Into the sea. The church



