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President Diaz of Mexico.

T was nearly ) years ago that I| He had meanwhile caused that objecs
first saw President Porfirio Dlaz, | tlonable eclause in  the constitution
the man who | ines become the  which prevented his re-election to be
regenerator of Mexico, its benevo- | thrown out, and there was then no ob-
lent despot and the arbiter of its | stacle to the achleving of his ambition
destinfes He had then sgerved General Porfirlo Diaz, for the past 16

four years as chlef executive and had ! years the “constitutional president” of
handed the presidential chalr over to  Mexico, who was ‘re-elected” to his
his intimate friend and former compan. | sixth terr lagt December, was born
lon at arms, Gens Manuel Gonzaleg, | Sept. 15, 1830, His mother was related
who retained thy Mo r four yeal i MIXts descendants of the abo-
and then ve it baok to Diaz, The « iginal Indians who so stoutly resisted
caslon o1 hieh 1 them both wa th \pal | inder Cortes that they
the opening of a oad to Cusutla in ere never conguered, and to this day
the summer of 1881, and neariy every. are as free as ever, The only other
body of stinction, tncluding Ex-Pres Mexican of lorn times who ranks
dent Dinz, Gonzalez and the cabinet of ith Dia; Don Benito Juarez, the
ficlale, w on t} train that wen W ingtor Mexicn,” the great
over the newly 1 road. The l{dent during the French interven
event was ocelebr | with feastin tlon, was ilso a4 native of Oaxaca—ia
and rejoloing ind all the participants | full blooded Indian, but a Zapotecan
from the it Mexico veturned In These two, Diaz and Juarez, met when
safety to their bhor But the Y | the former was & boy, and in 1858 Por-.
next day a terrible acoldent, occastoned  firio Diaz folned with Benlto Juarez and
by the fall of a b aused the de-  the Liberal party. In 1864, when only 24,
#truction of nearly 200 soldiers. I have [Maz had beon proscribed by the tyrant
olten speculated upon what nl ta Anna and had to flee for his lifs
have meant for Mexice if that accident | so his lventures began quite early
had happened the day bof and the  In 1861 he commanded some native sol-
.‘ll:lhil'\ had been suddenly deprived of | dlers and won a Vi tory over his oppo-
Its executive head There ubt | nent In 1862 he took a prominent
fhat It would have beer @ | part In the dafeat of the French foree
into the thro of Internecine iria of invagion at Puebla on May bG-the
nd the record of peace and prosperity ' famous “Cinco d Mayo,"” which the
It has now held for the past 20 years | Mexicans commemorate every veai
would never have been written The next year he was captured at i;u'-h-
Don Porfirlo was then standing at!la, but scon after managed to escape
the parting of the ways He was In the | and took the fleld again During the
ull flush of robust manhood, only 51! Maximilian supremacy Diaz Kkept up a
yenrs old, and had hig career, eventful | determined resistance {n the south. but
i hig past had b He | was finally forced to surrender In Feb
lind shown by hi " s In the ¢ run 15¢ Escaping a second tine
f ofl wi iff was in him im the enemy's clutches, he assem- |
but he then irred | cluuse in | bled hig brotl Serranos,'” or Indians
the constitutio rot | her | of the bl 1 of Oaxaca, and these
LU term el hls f id I the nucleus for a rapldly gath- l
onzalez In e (W himsel! ng army, with which in April, 1867,
=) 1 o ! | ! |} ook tl of Puebla by assault
atate), and & M I had r Presging on, the victarious Diaz b
tired he again too) oy ! awn. | sleged the City of Mexico and took it in

e~ e~ —

June, 1867, being the most Important
factor in the supreme triumph of Mex-
lcan arms and the expulsion of the
French from the country

Hitherto Diaz and Juarez had been
friends, and both were patriotically
fighting for their native land But
when, in the succesding October, Juarez
was elected president and Diaz defeat-

ed, the latter “pronounced” against his
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General Bernardo Reyes,

| former friend and chief and In effect
'lw(fmnf' a rebel, He also continued in
rebellion aguinst President Lerdo after
the sudden death of Juarez, and, though
| repeatedly defeated and at times com-
pelled to seek refuge across the border
in the United States, he finally triumph
ed and ultimately reached the height of
his umbition—the presidentlal chalr.

He drove Lerdo from the country and,

GENERAL SIR A, P, PALMER, K, C, B,
Sir Arthur Power Palmer,
the recently appointed com-
{ mander in chlef of the British forces in
s served hig country during the
‘;m\: 44 years, having entered the army
in 1857, age of 17,

His first hard service was during the
sepoy mutiny, after which he was sent

General
K.C B

at the

M |
after an interim flled by one of his|
friends, In 1878 seated himself In the

coveted position, Gonzalez was secreta-
ry of war during Diaz's first adminls-
tration, but in his second he was made
governor of Guanajuato, with lesg pows

Diaz distrusted him somewhat,
died In 1898, but his chief still lives to
see Mexico In a position of which any
ruler ought 10 be proud

: Having held to the prestdency during
{20 years and being now in his sixth
‘ term, it requires rather a stretch of the
Imagination to present General Diaz asg
[& “constitutlionul president,” and it
| Wwould seem that the term dictator, even
| degpot, fits him better. He “"amended”
[ the constitution to fit his case, and he
has "amended' everything In Mexico
with a view to the perpetual retention
of power, Durlng his succeseive admin.
Istrations, to be sure, Mexico has made
Immense strides, having more than dou-
bled her exports and her imports, hav-
ing pald off the heaviest of her obliga-

munity of nations, All the great things
which have made for the regeneration
and rehabilitation of Mexico are ac-
credited by Diaz and his friends to
himsell, But they forget, or seem to,
that without the assistance of Amerl
can capitalista, who mainly bullt the
more than 7,000 miles of raflroads of
which Mexico now boasts, the country
would never have made the advance she
did, But for them there would not be
the direct communication between the
interfor and the coasts, between the
northern border and Tehuantepec

Don Porfirio is now 70 years of age,
but eréct and free ag ever in his bear-
ing. I can see little difference hetween
the Diaz of 1881 and the Diaz of 1801, ex-
cepting that his halr has blanched and

methods,
thought nothing of having criminals
gtood up against a wall and shot to
death, even political offenders running
such a risk. But of recent yeara, he
says, there has not been any necesslty,
a8 he has made the country what he In-
tended It to be~secure In every part,

He has been not a lttle assisted by
his lovely wife, who I8 unlversally
known as Dona Carmellta, the daugh-
ter of & man who was once his bitterest
enamy, They reside In what is general-
ly knownas the "Mexlican White Houge,"”
that grand old castle of Chapultepec
assoclated with American victories and
the reign of Maximillan. Here the
great president of Mexico lves for the
most part, with occaslonal excurslons to
Cuernavaca and other points.

The executive office s In the great
palace on the plaza of the capital, also
asgociated with the times of the Monte-
zumas and the S8panish conquest. Here
the president labors nearly all the time;
here he i the most accessible and affa-
ble of men, and hence he sends forth
orders to his secret agents in all parts
of the country.

In view of his age and his manifest
deaire to rid himself at last of presiden-
tial cares there Is a great deal of spec-

Names are mentioned, but they
not be the right ones. Most prominent
in this connection are those of Don Ig-

I naclo Mariscal, present minister of for-

eign affairs; General Bernardo Reyes,
minister of war, and Senor J. Y, Li-
mantour, minister of flnance. Of the
three Mariscal {8 the best known In the
United States, where he once resided as
minister plenipotentiary, and ix the old-
est, being two years the president's sen-
for, He 18 also a native of Oaxaca, is
married to a Baltlmore lady and has
acceptably filled many high positions,
Limantour Is a young man, but has
made & name for himself in connection
with national Mexican financiering,

| and dQuring Diaz's lllness he acted as
)provlsionul president,

The favorite,
however, and the one most strongly in-
trenched—=having the army at his back

er than he had {n his former position, as !
He |

tions and reinstated herself in the com«

he has grown appreciably milder in his |
Once was the time when he

ulation as to who will be his successor. |
may |
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{8 General Reyes, who 18 something of |

the romantic character that Dlaz was
30 years ago. There is a strong predi

leotion down here for a mllitary man as |

ruler of the country, and there I8 no |
other military man so well equipped |

and with #uch prestige as General
fteyes, WILLIAM Q. ALBERTSON,
City of Mexico.

The Y. M”C A. Hé-é&‘duartersj :
Cavite, Philippine Islands. |':' !,
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FROFESSOR GEORGE p, ppppo—
THE SOCIALIST Reropyy,

Professor George D, Herron has caused a great digturl
soclal world of late by the promulgation of his vie .
man, but possesses an indomitable spirit

Professor Herron first came Into prominence gey
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pastor of & small church In & Minuesota town by the pul)| 1 ¥0 When by py
entitled “The Message of jesus to Men of Wealth” Hig vio " " AN addrey
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1883 Mrs, E. D, Rand of Grinnell, Ta., founded the chatr of aoe i, VIR

applied Cheiert
in Towa college expressly for him to flll, and it is in conne "r\n] \l\lh;“’“‘
i th }

N his

terances while occupying It and certain soclal derelic tions of whiet g
cused that he has been ostracized in many places el he b g

A PRACTICABLE SUN MOTOR AT LAS;I‘,.

The sun has long been a deity, worshiped by lgnorant peoples for
the clyvilization of the twentieth century seeks to make him a sel
lize the enormous power that has been going to waste ever sinee the
began, Famous John Ericsson devoted years of thought to the evol
his sun motor, but it was never perfected. The motor shown in the ace
nying illustration, however, has reached the stage of successful application ant
I8 now on exhibition as a practicable machine, working a 15 horsepower engis
capable of lifting 1,400 gallons of water a minute

The main feature of this perfected sun motor iz 4 huge af :
umbrelln with the handle amputated., It is furnished with 1.5 Irrore, s
about 2 feet long and 3 inches wide, It swings In a clrel foel In diamete
and when thrown into focus by means of a simple mechanism [t concentras
the sun's rays upon a tubular boller a little more than ) aving
capacity for 100 gallons of water. In about an hour water mpes
{ure can be evaporated into steam ghowing a pressure of n
gauge in the engine room, The process I8 as follows: The sun strikes the m

rorg, which reflect the heat upon the bholl

ateam, which 18 conducted into the engine, cylinders, etc.
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until the big cable to which 1t is fasten- {“" Ery tary organization and supported by the greatest philanthropists of the coun-
i . ed Is uluf..x 1 and made fast to the mast, | (EES try, placed many of its best men in the camps and followed the armies to fhiza
Then, If everything works well, the ‘ thelr respective fields, It obtained the sanction of the secretary of war to |[finally reache I ””‘Kog},nq"bswn
h:-‘--‘ hew lv-.n...‘_ which consists of a cir carry on a nonsectarlan work for the good of the soldiers and established tents [as a pastor il am her
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et b ners climbs Into (t, gives the signal and | oynmended him for promotion, He was | the character, to reclaim those beset by temptations and to improve the gen- | the United States 0 T gress of ¢ 4
is drawn ashore by the life saving ore promoted to lieutenant general In 1805, | eral tone of the groups of men among whom it labors, Its hundreds of hand- tended the W& ’:w,,. platform with
the process being repeated, If condit nd his recent advance by the war of-| some bulldings all over the world and its millions of beneficiaries, including all | glons, being on © ¢ Moody, Whoe i
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