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statement that he is Mormona 5 of
nearly sixty years standing Is trans-
parent and wilful fraud audand deception

this of itself should in the eyes of
all reasoning readers vitiate his entire
contribution to the literature of the
day butbab there are souiesome statements
artfully interwoven with the fabric of
his story which rerequireaire specific refuta-
tion others luaynemay be dismissed with a
general denial he putsputa remarks into
the mouth of the late president brig-
ham young and other elders of the
churco which they never uttered at-
tributes autoacts to them which they never
performed repeats stories that are
taken from anti mormon works as
though they were utterances of his
own and expresses sentisentimentsmeats as
entertained by the mormonscormonsMor mons which
are entirely foreign to their belief and
feelings and intentions anese all lead
up to the main object of the articles
that is to deceive the american pub-
lic and foster the latest scheme for the
disfranchisement of the monogarnic

mormon people by conveying the
idea that polygamy is still taught and
entered into in utah that the church
dominates the state and that the

mormonscormonsMormons are under military dis-
cipline and ready to fight against the
government to this end the oft re
buted and spurious story of the moun-
tain meadows massacre is told as
fabricated by utah romancers and
the blood atonement fiction is cepro
deuced after the style of the dime
novelist As to the former while the
general public believe that the tragedy
was perpetrated under the sanction if
not by the direction of brigham
young the evidence elicited at the
trial which resulted in the conviction
of john D lee demonstrated the en-
tire disconnection of president young
and the over which he pre-
sided with the awful occurrence that
has been so widely misrepresented for
evil purposes the united states
district attorney officially and pub-
licly announced this at the trial he
declared he had received all the aid
he could ask for from the church au-
thoritiesties to get at the root of the mat-
ter and the accused was convicted of
murder by a jury composed principal-
ly of members of the I1 mormon
church

it tois a funifundamentala mental doctrine of our
creed that a murderer cannot be for-
given that he hath not eternal life
abiding in him that if a member of
0ourur church having received the light
of the holy spirit commits this capi-
tal crime he will not receive forgive-
ness in this world nor in the world to
come the revelations of god to the
church abound in commandments
forbidding us to shed blood there
are no people living who have a great-
er horror of this offense against the
law of god and of maa than the lat
ter day saints commonlyco but errone-
ously called mormonscormonsMormons this church
was no more responsible for the mas-
sacre at mountain meadows than any
christian church is for the atrocities
that may be committed by persons
professing to be its members it is18 but
just to the memory of president
brigham young tooto sayany that the evi-
dence against his complicity with this
dreadful crime as accessory either be-
fore or after the fact is abundiatabundaatut con-
vincing and complete

it is part of our faith that the only

atonement a murderer can make for
hisbis sin unto death is the shedding of
his own blood according to the flat of
the almighty after the flood who so
eddethsh mans blood by man shall his
blood be shed but the law must be
executed by the lawfully appointed
officer this is blood atonement so
much perverted by malig ners of our
faith wewe believe also in the atone-
ment wrought by the shedding of
christs blood on calvary that it Isia
efficacious for all the race of adam for
the sin committed by adam and for
the individual slab of all who believe
repent are baptized by one having
authority and who receive the holy
choit by the laying on of authorized
hands capital crime committed by
such an enlightened person cannot be
condoned by the redeemers blood
for him there is no more bacrisacrificeflee for
sin his life tois forfeit and he only
can pay the penalty there tois no
other blood atonement taught prac-
ticed uror made part of the creed of the
Latterday saints

we do not believe as stated by the
pretended mormon that divulging
the secrets of the endowment house
marital unfaithfulness on the part of
the wife leaving the mormon
church are unpardonable or that
the only atonement that can be made

for any of these offoffensesenges tois the atone-
ment of blood 1 the statement that

thisthia doctrine is part of our duty is
another proof that the writer is not a

mormon and that he dodoes not un-
derstandderstand or else that he wilfully mis-
represents the faith which he pretends
to explain

the connection drawn between this
alleged doctrine and the murders com-
mitted utat mountain meadows also
proves the falsity of the claim that the
writer tois a mormon and lemoniemon
strates his misapprehension of his own
subject the company that fell victims
to indian ferocity and white venge-
ance and rapacity were not mor
mons 11 they had revealed no secrets
they had not left the church they
hadbad done nothing to justify thirtheir
slaughter even on the false theory of
blood atonement copied by the writer
inih the american from old
newspaper fiction this should be evi-
dent even to the casual reader

another statement is equally absurd
and obviously untrue speaking of
the cormonsmormonsMormons said to have partici-
pated in the massacre he ways some
of them are alive today they nod
to me familiarly on the streets olof sale
lake Cityand I1 nod back to them the
united states government knows who
they are knows what they have done
and yet it has never dared to arrest
them or interfere with them this
is as great a libel on the officers of the
united states entrusted with the en-
forcement of the law as it is upon the

Mormormonmonn people the whole ma-
chinery of the courts judges juries
prosecutors and peace officers also the
municipal government and its police
are in the hands of anti- i cormonsmormonsMor mons
who would all be eager to punish a
participator in that crime and mostmoot of
whom would be glad to avail them-
selves of the opportunities for slander
and excitement which a revival of this
dead issue would afford the nonsense
of his statement then io only equaled
by its falsehood and in attempting
once more to make it appear that he is

a mormon he only affords one more
proof of his imposture

As to the power and disposition of
the mormonscormonsMormons to fight and the ne-
cessity of a resort to arms liehe Is equally
ridiculous and erroneous there has
been no militia mormon or gentile
in the territory for more than twenty
years there are no MorIMorcormonsmormonsmonsmODS un-
der arms there has been nodo drilling
or military training peace and equal
rights with other american citizens tois
all that the I1 mormonscormonsMormons desire they
do not believe they will be required to
handle the weapons of war they
have profound faith that god will
fight their battles there is notdot the
slightest whisper of a carnal conflict
among them there is no pretext for a
collision between the mormonscormonsMormons and
the government the only dispute that
has arisen of late years between them
was a question of law that has been
settled by the decisions of the supreme
court of the united states and the ac-
tion of the church in general confer-
ence plural marriage has been judi-
cially decided to be unlawful the
church has accepted the decision as
legally final and by my official advice
as president of the church has in the
most solemn and authoritative manner
decided not to enter into any marriages
in the future that are contrary to the
laws of the land

what folly then for this assumed
mormon to say we must fight or

we must perish we would rather
die than give up this article of our
erredcreed and what absurdity to say
in every endowment house in utah

plural marriages are being secre tely
celebrated today 11 there never was
but one endowment house in utah and
that by my orders was taken down in
1889 if the temples are meant by that
term I1 say most emphatically the
statement is false and that no plural
maimarriagesbiages are or gavehave been celebrated
in utah to my knowledge or that of
any of my associates for some years
and I1 cannot conceive how they could
be performed without my sanction and
official consent

I1 object to the publication of the
articles in the buuillustrated american
chiefly on the ground that they pre-
tend to be written from a mormononlY
standpoint and that thus the public aream
misled and the people whom I1 repre-
sent are correspondingly injuredinj ured porfor
while objection might reasonably beb
made to the many misrepresentations
those articles contain yet they wreare
principally old stories retold and they
havelave been often disproved but when
they are attributed to a mormon
source their falsehood becomes doubly
shameful and they can only be charac-
terized as cowardly and contemptible

the editorial remarks that have ac-
companiedcompa nied them follow the line and
lead to the end they have in view
they credit the mormonscormonsMormons with lives i

which are models of decorumdeccrum s
yet they assert that the cormonsmormonsMormonssJ
massacred men women and children
at mountainMouD tain meadowsieadows the same
people who are held up to admiration
for their honesty truth and fidelity to
their religion are accused of a polleypolicy
of deception and while yielding to
the demands made upon them at a
great sacrifice of feeling they are
charged with defying the governmentsgovernment

flinging down the gauntlet and
wanting and preparing to fight


