626

THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

but now that the village has grown to
a populous city with its factories and
workshops, ite acres of tepement
houses, and thousande and tens of thou-
gands of restlees workmen, foreigners
for the most part, to whom liberty
means license, and polltics mean plun-
der, to whom the public good is noth-
ing and their own most trivial inter-
esis everything, whe love the country
for what they can get out of it, and
whose ears are open to the promptings
of every rascally agitator, the case is
completely chunged, and universal
suflrage becomes a questionable bless-
ing. '

A questionable blepslng to himself
and an unquestionable eurse or burden
to the natlon it surely is to givea vote
to a man who is both ignorant of the
first principles og good governmentand
by nature and educaiion disloyal to all
government, We have them here in
our beloved country, thousands of
them, tens of thousands--agaiost all
government, and we call them citizens
and clothe them with power, apd
theire is the dominlon. It truly seems
ap though our people had mwade & fetish
of universal suffrage.

During the entire history of our na-
tion the tendency has been towarde
extension of the franchise, with hardly
a single exception in the way of limit-
ing it. Most of the States, and I think
every one of the original thirteen,
began with severa] ltmitationg, among
which was a property qualification.
One by one these laws have been

repealed, until in only BiX
Btates 18 there any restrictlon
of |the franchise, except as to

youth and sex,and time of residence
In the country, State and precinet.
The six exceptional Biates are Connec-
ticut, Delaware, Florida, Mlsalssipfi,
Massachusetts and Rhode Island. In
Delaware the qualifications of a voter
are thut he must have paid n poll tax
and passed the age of twenty two years,
in addition to being a citizen of the
United 8tates. In Florida one must
have pald the tax for two years before
he can vole. Conneciicut aud Massn-
chusetts have an educational qualifica-
tion. I[n Connecticut it ie simply that
the voter shall be able to read the Con-
stitution of the United States, in Mas-
sachupetts Le must do this and aleo be
able to write, and must have paid the
capitation tax for two years. In Dlle-
sispippl the-requirement is rather amus-
ing; itis that the citizen proposing to
“vote shall be able to read or understand
the Constitution. [ have heard of a
hunter who said that he so aimed his
gun ““to hit If it was a deer and to mies
if it was a cow.”” The last clause of
the Mississippi qualification is evident-
ly lutended to admit the citizen if he
“is our friend and to exclude him if he
s our enemy. Rhode Island has a

roperty gualification, the same that
Eas been in her Constitution for more
than a hundred years, and many thou-
pands of her citizens are thereby dis-
franchised. The requirement is that
one must own real estate to the value
of $134, or an anpual rental value of
$7, before he can be allowed to vote.
Very stret uous efforts have recently
been made repeal this law,
but the pmallest State 1n the Union,
that begun by being the most radical
and progressive, proves now to be the
moat coneervative. Conservative,how-
ever, in this case with very good rea-

son the thoughtful man ie apt to be-
lieve., With her limited area and
great manufacturing cities, the land
owners would be in 8 hopeless minor-
ity if all the factory workers were al-
lowed to vete. The hest citizens, those
moat interested in good government,
are undoubtedly the native born, the
agriculturiste, and the owners of the
factories and homes nnd house lots in
the city, The government is in their
hands; a8 things are why should they
give into the hands of demagogues and
ward politicians as they would do to
repesal the law or amend the constitu-
tion so as to remove the property quali-
fication, as to votlng? In this matter
of extending the privilege of the fran-
chise the work is done once for all.
There it no guing backward, for noone
will willingly relinquish- a privilege
and a power that he has once exercleed.

The constant widening of thie privi--

lege toward universal eutlrage that has
gone on duting the entire history of
our country, nnd not only here, but in
most nations of the Old World as well,
seemf to have produced an almost
universal conviction that the right to
vote is one of man’ natural and in-
alienable rights. This convietion,
nowever, is one of those popular feel-
ipngs that do not rest upon any solid
basis of fact or philosophy. Equal
rights for all js nn excellent gen-
ernl idea, but In making apy
just application of it in a Btate,
where men differ so profoundly as
they do here, some regard should be
had to character and econdition. In
the matter of the {ranchige, this prin-
ciple has always been recognized.
Paupers are usually forbidden to vote,
apd criminals in prison, children and
imbecile and insane persyns, and until
recently and stlll in general, women.
To recognize the ineligibility of aoy
one of these classes 1s reaily to abandon
the plea that the right to vote ls a
natural right.

The right of euffrage belongs with
those upon whom rests Lhe responeibili-
ty of upholding and maintaining the
government. To make this clearthink
of some institutlon, corporation or
society. Those who belong to the
soclety, the members are the voters.
If some members take more lnterest
than others, put in more money, it is
ccmmon to glve them more power in
the way of voting, to balance their
greater interest and reeponsibllity,
and this {8 universally conceded to be
Just. A vote Is an exercise of author-
ity, and a right to it is derivable only
{fromn a measure of responsibility and
interest. Now, ouy government is a
pociety in which, while each ecitizen
hap a certain interest, sorne have nat-
urally much more than others, and
naturaily must benr a greater respons-
ibllity. Where a man has no interest
in the weilfare of the nation, and feels
nooe, he will feel no responelbility,
and if a vote is allowed him he is apt
to use it in erome trivial and seifish
way—apt to sell it, or give it as pome
friend shall dictate, There should be
no hepitation in refusing the elective
franchise to such as far aa we oan
descrice and distinguish them as n
olass.

But the greatest danger of all prob-
ably is the ignorant class. Good gov-
ernment in our Jay depends upon
many other things besides goou inten-
tions. Commercial and economlc

_————
questions, that seem at first to have no
morality or justice in them, are yeot
fraught with disaster and misery if not
met and declded with adequate knowl-
‘edge and wisdom. And yet in our
way of votingthe totally illiterate man
exercises the pame power as the college
professor. There may be sound reaagn
in giving every citizen a wvote upon
gome quesiious, as, for éxample, for
President of the United States or for
governor, but that one who cannot
read shall vote concerning ulj ques-
tions, or for men for al} offces seenis
an absurdity thatought to be ren;eaied

But, a8 was said a little while ago it
wiil be difficult to apply the remedy,in
the way of disfrunchising any mapn or
class of men who have hegp a0cus-
tomed to vOte. The lowerin the scale
of humanity they are tlie more efff cient
would be their resistance to any such
attempt, for purchasable votes beiong
to demagogues and lobbyists and un.
scrupulous politiclans by a natura] law

and these men wileld Influences than
which none are more potent, Tt would
seem that the only hope forthe present
is in the eniranchisement of women

not yniversally because they are wo.
men, nor because of their natura| right
t‘? the ballo_t, but, as weare doing it

plegc:ut:eal,tgwing certain women the
rig o vote upon certai

in cerialn electipunn. 10 queftionsiog

BOX ELDER STAKE CONFERENCE.

The quarterly conference
and 26th inst. was heju ip tt)lg:h'?‘nzgetll'l-
nacle, Brigham City. There were
present on the stand Presidents W
Woodruff, George Q. Cannon, Lorenzo
‘Snow, Seymour H, Young and the
Presidency and High Coungil of the
Stake. Threo exceedingly crowded
m(Ieetitllllgsrwere held.

n the forencon meeting o

Prepident E. Clawson repgrhidt:ffggg:
dition of the Btake. As a ryle the
HBaints attended their meetings aod
endéavored to live their religion. They
were prompt to respond to cally made
upon them by their Bishops and sStake
officers. But few causes of difficulty
ever reached the High Council, These
were met with a feeling of charity and
lGO::D:?.d settled in the true spirit of the
_ President George Q. av
much fatheriy coungel con(?e';?;?;lggthg
Teachers of the wards and the care of
the poot. Empliyment should be fut-
nished those who have none and words
of encouragement and advice should
be given to the weak. There is noths
ing on earth o profitable ap to do good
and serve God.

_ President Woodruff made the follew-
ing remarks on Sunday afternoon: fte-
ferring to the Lesser Priesthood, he
gaid that Presidents of Stakes and
Bishops of wards should see to ft that
Teachers do their duty.

He often thought of the Beripture
which aays, among other things, “QOne
is taken and the other is left.””” Here
Is your Presulent, Brother Clawson,
who was with Elder Standing in the
midet of death—they were in the hands
of wicked men, men who were full of
.he devil and of murder. Elder Stand-
ng was takeh and Brother Clawson
was left. He was preserved and today
i» your President. The hand of the
Lord was in all this. )

He spoke in reference to difficulties



