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but now that the village hasbaa grown to
fta populousous city with its factories and
workshops itsito acres of tenement
houses and thousands and tonstens of thou-
sands of restless workmen foreigners
for the mostmoot part to whom liberty
means license and politics mean plun-
der to whom the public good tois noth-
ing and their own mostmoat trivial inter-
ests everything who love the country
for what they can get out of it and
whose ears are open to the
of every rascally agitator the case is
completely changed and universal
suffrage becomes a questionable bless-
ing

A questionable blessing to himself
and an unquestionable curse or burden
to the nation it surely is to give a vote
to a man who is both ignorant of the
first principlesprinciplesogog good government and
by naturekattire and education disloyal to all
government we have them here in
our beloved country thousands of
them tens of thousands against all
government and we call them citizens
and clothe them with power and
theirs is the dominion it truly seems
as though our people had made a fetish
of universal suffrage

during the entire history of our na-

tion the tendency has been towards
extension of the franchise with hardlyhard ly
a single exception in the way of limit-
ing it most of the states and I1 think
every one of the original thirteen
began with several limitations among
which was a property qualification
one by one these laws have been
repealed until in only six
states tois there any restriction
of theithe francfranchisebise except as to
youth and sex and time of residence
in the country state and precinct
the six exceptional states are connec-
ticut delaware florida mississippisip I1

massachusetts and rhode island Yin
delaware the qualifications of a voter
are that he must have paid a poll tax
and passed the age of twenty two years
in addition to being a citizen of the
united states in florida one must
have paid the tax for two years before
he can vote connecticut and massa-
chusettschu sette have an educational qualifica-
tion in connecticut it is simply that
the voter shall be able to read the con-
stitutionution of the united states in mas-
sachusetts he must do this and also be
able to write and must have paid the
capitation tax for two years in hismis-
sissippisissippi requirementthe is rather amus-
ing itft tois that the citizen proposing to
vote shall be able to read or understand
the constitution I1 havihave heard of a
hunter who said that he so aimed his
gun to hit if it was a deer and to missmiessanif it was a cow 22 the last clause of
the mississippi qualification is evident-
ly intended to admit the citizen if he
barour friend and to exclude him if hebe
toIs our enemy rhode island has a
property qualification the same that
has been in her constitution for more
than a hundred years and many thou-
sands of her citizens are thereby disdig
franchised the requirement is that
one must own real estate to the value
of or an annual rental value of

7 before he can be allowed to vote
very strenuous efforts have recently
been made to repeal this law
but the smallest state in the union
that begun by being the most radical
and progressive proves now to be the
most conservative conservative how
ever in thisthie case with very good rea

son the thoughtful man lais apt to be-

lieve with her limited area and
great manufacturing cities the land
owners would be in a hopeless minor-
ity if all the factory workers were al-

lowed to vote the beat citizens those
mostmoat interested in good government
are undoubtedly the native born the
agriculturists and the owners of the
factories and homes and house lotslota in
the city the government tois in their
handsbands as things are why should they
give into the hands of demagogues and
ward politicians as they would do to
repeal the law or amend the constitu-
tion so as to remove the property quali-
ficationfiCatfi iOD as to voting in thisthia matter
ofextending the privilege of the fran-
chise the work is done once for all
there is no going backward for no one
will willingly relinquish a privilege
and a power that he has once exercised
the constant widening of this privi-
lege toward universal suffrage that has
gone on during the entire history of
our coucountry and not only here but in
most nations of the old world as well
seems to navehave produced an almost
universal conviction that the right to
vote is one of mans natural and in-

alienable rights this conviction
however tois one of those popular feel-
ings that do not rest upon any solid
basis of fact or philosophy equal
rights for all is an excellent gen-
eral idea but in making any
just application of it in a state
where men differ so profoundly as
they do here some regard should be
had to character and condition in
the matter of the franchise this prin-
ciple has always been recognized
paupershaupers are usually forbidden to vote
and criminals in prison children and
imbecile and insane persons and until
recently and still in general women
to recognize the ineligibility of any
one of these classes is really to abandon
the plea that the right to vote is a
natural right

the right of suffrage belongs with
those upon whom rests the responsibili-
ty of upholding and maintaining the
government to make this clear think
of some institution corporation or
society those who belong to the
society the members are the voters
if some members take more interest
than others put in more money it tois
C cammon to give them more power in
the way of voting to balance their
greater interest and responsibility
and this is universally conceded to be
lustjust A vote is an exercise of author-
ity and a right to it tois derivable only
from a measure of responsibility and
interest now our government is a
society in which while each citizen
has a certain interest some have nat-
urally much more than others and
naturally must bear a greater respons-
ibility

resporis
ibi lity where a man has no interest
in the welfare of the nation and feels
none he will feel no responsibility
and if a vote is allowed him he is apt
to use it in some trivial and selfish
way apt to sell it or give it as some
friend shall dictate there should be
no hesitation in refusing the elective
franchise to such as far as we can
describe and distinguish them as a
class

but the greatest danger of all prob-
ably is the ignorant classclascla s good gov-
ernment in our day depends upon
many other things besides good inten-
tions commercial and economic

questions that seem at first to have nomorality or justice in them are yetfraught with disaster and misery if notmet and decided with adeadequatequat knowl-
edge and wisdom and yet in ourway of voting the totally illiterate manexercises the game power as the college
professor there maymaybebe sound reasonin giving every citizen a vote upon
some questions as for example forpresident of the united states or forgovernor but that one who cannotread shall vote concerning all ques-
tions or for men for all offices seemsan absurdity that ought to be remediedbut as was said a little while ago jtitwillbewill be difficult to apply the remedy inthe way of disfranchising any mailman orclass of menmein who have been accus-tomed to vate the lower in the scaleof humanity they are the more efficientwould be their resistance to any suchattempt for purchasable votes belonbelongto demagogues and lobbyisthobbyists and unscrupulous politicians by a natural lawand these men wield influencesinfluencer5 thanwhich none are more potent it wouldseem that the only hope forthefor the present
is in the enfranchisement of womennot universally because they are wo-
men

s

nor because of their natural rightto the ballot but as we are doing itpiecemeal giving certain women theright to vote upon certain questions orin certain elections

BOX ELDER STAKE conference
the quarterly conference of the botnand dinst was held in the taber-nacle brigham city there werepresent on the stand presidents Wwoodruff george Q cannon lorenzolorenaosnow seymour B young and thepresidency and high council of thestake three exceedingly crowdedcrowdedmeetings were held
in the forenoon meeting of thepresident R clawson reported the con-

dition of the stake As a rule thesaints attended their meetings andendeavored to live their rellreligiongion theywerefere prompt to respond to calls insmadeupon them by their blahous and stakeofficers but few causes of difficulty
ever reached the high council thesethemwere met with a feeling of charity and
love and settled in the true spirit of thethgospel

president george Q cannon gave
much fatherly counsel concerning theteachers of the wards and the care of
the poor employment should be fur-
nished those who havehave none and wordsworda
of encouragement anandd advice should
be given to the weak there is noth-ing on earth so profitable as to do good
and serve god

president woodruff made the follow-
ing remarks on sunday afternoon ref-
erring to the lesser priesthood he
said that presidents of stakes and
bishops of wards should see to it that
teachers do their duty

he often thought of the scripture
which says among other things one
is taken and the other is left here
is your president brother clawson
who was with elder standing in the
bidet of death they were in the hands
of wicked men men who were full of
the devil and of murder elder stand-
ing was taken and brother clawson
was left he was preserved and today
is your president the handband of the
lord was in all this

he spoke in reference to difficulties


