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The contestant charces that Mr;
Cannon la! for another reown dis
qualified for the office wMcfine
hOKIS. - ns MMtu inn on me

, day of Mar, 1S4S, ho took an'oatn
. of dlalovaltv to the United State,
known as the endowment oath of
the Mormon church., Unless tne
contestant is, for tome reason,above
and independent of all the laws and
rules ancf principles applicable to
ordinary men claiming seats in the
House, be can make noi disrjuallfl
cation out I of this chars, even

"""

'granting it to be tm hiiu. wide
' scope. Suppose Mr. Otunon did

take an oath of hostility to t-i- e

- Government of the United bUtes
In 1843. Would that disqualify hiol
for a seat In Congress? . Why, gen-

tlemen, there are In the 'House to-

day many men "who took, an oath
of hostility to the Government of
the United Rtates as ,late as 1861:
and not only took such oath but
also took up rms, and fought
against oaf government for .years
with a valor worthy of a better

&uin. Are the disqualified? jAnd
if they are not, why , is v the
aittlncr raemlier disuuaHu'sd? More
than that: there is . in, . the
lJouse to-d-ay . a gentleman, who.
altnougn conspicuous mn

iselsof the enemy during the late
. ,T - "fit J n n I a. n

, war, is now penuinouretain the seat which he so greatly
honors, but also to take part, as a
member of this committee. In the
adjudication of the connicUng
claims of other .members : to their
seats. And no man questions,-n-
man can question, the constitution-
ality, or legality, or Justice, or pro-

priety of this, i With what grace
can tne contestant ask him to co--

'
operate In jthe manufacture of this
new-fangl- ed qualification for a seat

. in Congress? Will be say . that
there has been a relief from disa-
bilities In th one case and not in
the other? f. But Mr. Cannon was
never under political . disabilities.
This endowmeat oath, If it were a
thousandfold more bloody than the
eloquent counsel paints it, would
net be in conflict with the provisi-
ons of the oath of office act former-
ly in force, but now repealed. And,
besides. If Mr. Cannon was under
the disability of that oath, his dis-

ability has by the general amnesty
act been removed. But there is no
truth in the assertion that this en-
dowment oath is an oath of hos-

tility to the United States. There
' is no truth in the assertion that in

this respect the oath . of the pre--
V. sent differs from the oath of the

nest. There la N not shadow
of Justification or a scintilla of
proof ror the slanderous asseruou
that Mr. Cannon has ever in word,
or deed, or oath, or heart been dis-

loyal to the Government of the
United States. - Was it treason or
disloyalty tor the. Bepubllcans to
declare through the pteas or from
the rostrum their opinions of
President Buchanan and his subor- -
dlnates in I the administration of
the Federal Government? Is it
treason or disloyalty , for the Demo-
crats In the House .of ..Representa-
tives to-da-y' te express their opin-
ions of .President Grant' and his
associates in newest Is- - a narrowerv measure of liberty to-b- e accorded
to the Mormons . of Utah?) When
you come to sift and scrutinize the
testl mony , 1 yon will v be amazed
at the audacity which could claim
that the endowment oath is shown
by the prooni to be an oath of hos- -

uiny to uwuorn-amen- i or tneunit- -
ed States, xn the flrst, place, not a
singlejwitaeaa testifies thai Mr. Can --

. noa ever took this oath at all. And
then only three, Taylor, Mansfield,
and. Wandell, pretend that it in-
volved any hostility to the govern-
ment. Wandell says the lecture
explaining the oath Was treasona-
ble; But E. B. Kelaey, one of the
contestant's own witnesses, - testi-
fies, on page 49, thatheihas taken
all the endowment oaths adminis-
tered in the Mormon church, and
that they involve no obligation in-
consistent with allegiance or loyal-
ty to the United States, And the
testimony of Slcbards, 6n page 60,
Miller, on pige 65, Jennings, on
pa ge66,Hardy,oh'page 75,Taylor,on
page 77, Stout, on page S3, Beattie,ou ,Pe 84, Teasdel, on page 85,
Raleigh, on tnjnJ Hunter,on page eJ snows now uueicww

; this charge that the. so-call- en--
aowment oatn is an obligation or
disloyalty r hostility , to the tjpv-- I
rnment oi, uie u niieu elates. , r
The counsel refers to the eolurana

of the Deserei Afew as proof
Air. uaniiop, toe editor or
journal, wasatneart unrrienulvtol
the government o
BUtes. But thUeharn Is, like the 1

nrKit, the coJ
. . . i iw Mftntriblees as Itbev are. were publish-- 1

ed in lftfiOand ISflL Xfr. Tinnnnl
JU & . ... .um not oeoome ne eoitor ot tne i

mote responsible for ' the extracts
reaa utan u ibe counsel himself.

The counsel for the contestant!
iss Tentured.uron bJs own reron-- 1
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