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WARFARE.

pe . I
¥ hand hath 1ost 1ts
Power;
My I cannot fight.
¥ WM hangs helpless, like n wonnded
Lover, *
Mo Kiiled by a blight!
¥ tendons, ance of steel, are limp and
shrupk--

inning and s

Each yiclde and beuds;
Irame is like the biasted trunk
That lightning rends!
And whg Ly g
o my armor? I8 it nlao gone?

L wake to find
4m standing here, disarmed, nlone-
And With youth behind—

d:éfﬂnmh, and beauty, und all else that

4,

My iron

That 1

Locked eh:ll in deuth,
& & visjen of the night, Lhat files
Al morw’s flrgt breath}
“'hlll. & I,
8 my warfare brought me? What
Breat gaig

Wher, How much renown?

ire my trophies? Where my can-

Yuered glyin?
And where my crown?
¢ my victories, that I shoyld ahare
.The vicior's seat?
A& oLe who vainly beats the pir,
And gnined—deteat!
A 1v.
8d thyg 1be und 181 this the elimunx grand,
The g The ucme won
hal downfall of & house of sand,

The lagt rood run!
tmy profits ava, I 4sk in vain,
For none are shown;
8 left that I ean count as gain,
Or cail my own.

GDna_ lik

\vblll. ar

Ttonypy

Ang Why

Notmng i

t loyeq v
time with shadows, while the apnda of

Ayg ., Bolled swirtly on;
*8Id not, wTuis is youth,” untdl fte
Prime
Ang uo“‘“’ua pust and gone!

v in - a
Bromq, shame, before the Head 8u

Lernyg With gurments rent,
Or grace, that I may yot redeam
The time misspent! .
NANNIE POWER O’[)ONOGHUE.

LETTER FROM PALESTINE.

Oy —
8 hy T Mohammedan friends Lave

ha,.er?] me of it just now, and
Uit} for sone time. Thisis the
Ry, 1800th of their year, called

g nt
mﬂd‘m, and as this month s par-

[ to drink,

!ticularly holy, the Mohammedaus
{ tast during the whole month; thatis

to say, not a bit to cat, not a drop
of any description, must
be taken from sunrige till sunset.
The farthest a good Moslem can go
during this pericd of trial is to take
a mouthful of water, cnjoy its re-
freshing qualities for a few minutes,
and then spit it out again. But, al-
though no food nor drink can he had
in the day-time,during the night no
abstinence is required. As soon as
the sun sets the hungry people are
at liberty to do their best, and awvail
themselves of the opportunity. A
natural result of this reversing of the
cominon order of things, from night
to day and day to night, are numer-
oug derangements of the physieal
functions and consequent sickness
which always accompany the so-
called “ffast.”” Iu the night time,
during this month, the streets pre-
sent quite a lively sccne. The
minarets are illumined, and the in-
terior of the mosques shine through
the lhour of prayer with magical
light. The reason why this mmonth
is 8o holy may herc be told. The
27th of Ramadan i8 the very
day on which the Propliet Moham-
med received the oran from
heaven. No wonder, then, thatthis
event should be celcbrated for n
wiole month every year. One cir-
cumstance iz awkward, though.
The Mghammedan year iz a mopon
year. It is therefore eleven days
shorter than ours. For iustance,
their year 1304 commenced on Sep-
tember 30th, 1886. Their year 1306
commenced eleven days before in
the mnext year, that is Beptem-
ber 18th, 1887. Their present
year is 1806, and commenced
on SBeptember 8, 1888; and the new
year will commence on our August
29 this year. It will hereby he
understood that tho Mohammedan
year has no fixed dates, as it were,
Any of thelr days will in course of
time coincide omne after another
with all our days in the year. The
Hamadan, which now happeus to
fnll in our spring, will another time
occur in the winter, in the autumn,
or in the summer. Yet the Mos-
lems celebrate the receiving of the
Koran on one and the same date,
whether this falls at the end or at
the beginning of the nctual year.
To' me this practice of celebrating
the same eventat any time of the

year seems somewhat absurd, bub
it is, after all, just a8 good as, for
instance,the celebration of the birth
of Christ in December, amd so on.
The night between the 27th and the
28th of Ramadan is a very holy
time. [t is called Lailet-ul-kadr—
the Njght of Omnipetence. During
its sacred hours thousands of mira-
cles, visible to the imagination ef
the faithful, are performed, and the
prayers then offered are particularly
pleasing to God. The fast-month ds
tollowed by three days of festivitics,
during which lime everybody te-
joices at having successfully passeld
through the ordeal of fasting for
thirty days and eating for thirty
nights.

Yesterday it was my privilege to
witness a baptism, the first since my
arrival in the Holy Laud. The
candidate was a native of Austria.
From his early childheod he had
been in contact with the light-
bearers of the Catholic Church in
his natlve country, and what he
hias seen and experienced, what he
has suffered from fanaticiszn and
bigotry, and what he has been of-
fered as religion, he says, had driven
him to the verge of doubting even
the existence of Jod, A strong
desire drove him to leuve his coun-
try and visit Palestine; and although
he could not explain the reasen
why,or produce any dparticular plan,
yet he followed this desire,and came
after a long journsey overland here.
Hearing the Gospel, after dili-
gent search he was led to accept
It and can now Bee why the Spirit
should drive him from his own
country where, as yet, the sound of
the gospel messengers has not been
beard. It was beautiful last even-
ing. Apg we wended our way down
to the shore the moon was hidden
hehinil a thick cloud; but gradualy
her gilver rays broke through. The
waves of the Mediterranean, some-
times very unruly here, were quict
and calm; and as the candidate was
immersed In the watery grave, in
the name of God, the dark, cloudy
veil was broken and a flood of rays
from tho light-hearer in the sky was
poured vut upon the very spot and
all around, making the impressgion
upon those present not easily for-
gotten, It iz lo be hoped that this
fruit of the Austrlan nation
may prove to be, like the first fruits
in the ancignt times, entirely spt



