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A rell has said that
the future of our Ameriamericancatl homehartie life

depends an 11

if thisethis be true the subjecth one of vital
importance and worthy of the most ser 1

jouwsmaious and careful discussion it is alasocialsociaL
W as great moment as atare those

of Tittammany orof of the Chintchinese japanese
question it can tibno more bee ia I1 minor
issue hah are the ballot the land tax
or the corrence in short itif the state itis
founded onbri the home then the consider-
ation of the welfare and happiness orthe
latter is necessarily of no less conse-
quence than a study aridand discussion of
the former

another reason which perhaps em-
phasizedphphasized the importance of this problem
is itsts antiquity it is doubtful if there can
be found any great social question
which antedates that of the servant girl
questionortoo we have an authentic ac-
count otof trouble between mistressmastres and
maid as far back as abrahams time
when sarah expelled from her home ththee
bondswoman hagar

in very early times the unnatural rulers
were the physically strong the weaker
ones slaves for protection the less totorr
dunate united themselves to the mighty
ones and the result was slavery the
lordslards granted protection
furnished food and clothing and the
rightht Overthe slave extended even to
lifeze I1I1 this bondage continued even
down to our own generation and was
broken only by revolution

we are but creatures of habit old
ideas and traditions clicling to us and are
difficult to shake off we still find the
strong and weak master and man mmisis
tress and maid but today the questionesti on is
one of mental not physical superiority
the fact still remains of two distinct
classes the ruler and the ruled between
whom there exists a mutual antagonism

in the old countries france england
germany and other Europeuropeancan nations
the birthplace of feudalism servants
still may be loundfound and although
lican ideas and influences of late years
have had their effect domestic service
is comparatively good but in free
america where every man isis presumably
the peer of hishid neighbor the service is
vile

it is not our purpose to write of the
few grand bochomeses oiof america like that
of K Vanderbut where ortyforty or
fifty arvaservantspt mostly englishEqglish are em-
ployed 5 lewfew of whomwhirP nymy lady ever
sectorVINshe delegatesle I1 te aee catecare off thee

f0 pa9oHses iikeeperFO e who a r
S Y anand all isis carridcarrieaIWba

asad in the vash homescarsi of ro a ty wee
are to treat of the characteristic Aameri-
can

eri
home where but one girl is eem-

ployed the american woman of mod
erate circumstances the wife and mother
otof such a home is a being the least to
be envied to say that her duties are
onerous is stating the casecarse mildly she
must be responsible torfor a home the per-
fection otof neatness care for the children
do the family sewing be a member of

two or more clubs or societies attend
parties and in turn entertain always be
prepared to receive and ready to take
part in this or that charitable enterprise
bhe must have assistance in the house-
hold work at least one help there
are two reasons for nutnit having more
firsfirstlytty shesh can voBO morel secondly

i tolerate no more i Zit is proverbial that in america the

girl highest wag si
has hrbor personalpersopal rights thothe least jtinter

is granted more kriviprivilegesWeis
and ipm return gives poorer service than
anywhere else itt mk too to
bev controvert ed that the paistress must
see the girl oneronar her great induce
mews be prompt ip papayingyiog wages give
herber thebertthe beit the bouse aaffordsads to eat

unheardof veyvery often
spend weeks inva teateachingclaing herber how to work
while at a moments notice with baby
illI1 the weekly washing in progress the
girl inay demand her wages audand quit

who has not heard remarks like the
following id rather do my own work
than be worried with a hired girl or
we shall be forced to break uptip house

keepin gand go to boarding one half
the time im without helfandhelhelp and the other
half I1 am so badly served that I1 am
little better off let us quote the
actual words of a lady of this city who
has had at least fifteen years experience
in housekeeping with hired help this
lady is kindheartedkind hearted and
inteintelligent what is my opinion of the
average hired girl I1 consider them an
ungrateful ignorant conscienceless
dish breaking relation feeding lot whose
wages are the smallest part otof their ex-
pense

and what says the servant girl her
defense maymav be summed up in these
words we are looked upon as a class
of irielinferiorsribs and treated as such she
feels that she hagha no companionship in
the home is tolerated there only for the
reason that she performs menial work
that is beneath the ladies of the house
she percperceiveseivin lullfull well that domestic
labor has been degraded stesl nishas no
rrespectes et for itif herself and consequently
ttakesa ee s no pride in its performance with
her it is no labor of love but a mere
question olof busbusinessinessaa giving of services
for the most that can be got for them
and therefore she has no scruples at
quitting obeone mistress if she can do better
elgeelsewherewhere she is not blind has she
not seen that my lady does not hesitate
at contemptible means for securing the
services otof girls if not strictly moral
she winwill most likely seize the many op-
portunitiesport unities offered for cheating her em

and if honest feeling that
in her behalf she

fails the necenecessitygity of looking to
the interests of her mistress and is
neglectful it not maliciously wasteful

all this are her trepublicanI1 ideas
of equality which makes the american
servant jirlgirl ccoldald calculating andsand

stuck up anft biddy just
over from ireland who does not know
a we awaaa aing pan
vague notions aj9 as good as
missussus becomes

1

intolerably insolent
hereaate s a strangeastrande complexity 0off stairsaffairs

thithe bame tifeftfe dfarthethe american
seriously interfered with on account of
our republican spirit for example we
go out on the ath of july shoutshoot our-
selves hoarse singing the star spangled
banner terilltb rill with patriotic pride at the
words of the orator beginning when in
the course of human events it becomes
necessary etc still burning with
patriotism we return home and find that
polly partaking of the general feeling
of independencecei has taken trenchfrench leave
the house is open and either polly or
some ruthless burgler has carried off a
hundred dollars worth of jeweleryjeweler we
prepare our own dinner woemithwithouttat
any and silently on the berig

of the declaration vt indeaInd epenn

beup

A study of human nature willili dem-
onstrateonoustrate that we rancan not have perfect
service inin a republic but through a
general uprooting of old ideas anchanand an
overturning of time honored customs
the present service can probably be im
proved the ald Lfamilyami

1
Iy servantant is a

thingthida of the pastbast the hep af the
present and future is a totally diAdierenedi erent
being she is no longer an interior
member of the household that ische is
a tradition and must be relegated to
thelastthe past however11ver displeasing it may be
we see in thisas too a shade of sadness
for the servant for with all her glorious
personal liberty it destroys forever that
feeling otof regarding herself as a part
of thehe house this howhowever is but a
slideside issue and of little moment ascomas com-
pared withwith liberty fraternityf equalityea lity

some thinkersthinker on the geservantavam girllr
problem and their number is steadilybeasi y
increasing advocate the operativecooperativeco
plan that is to have all food prepared
in public kitchens to have sweeping
dusting general housekeepinghouse keeping per
formedby specialized labor thisThi plan
would do away with the regular servant
in the home it may be the future solu-
tion of the question but at present to
carry it out completely seems imprac-
ticableti however much of our house-
hold labor be and is performed
bydy specialized laborers to great advan-
tage as breads making laundry work
and weekly house cleaning

itif wee must have servantsservant in ourdur homes
and it is doubtful if we can do other-
wiseise let domestic labor be elevated
As one I1ladya remarks make the work
respectrespectableab I1 byy employingm none but res-
pectablepectable people 11 it is here bortny of
notice that the present hard times
which have forced so many women to
perform the household duties without
outside help should certainly tend to
the elevation of such labor on the
theory that work is estimated by the
quality bf61 the workmen

thatthat kitchen work mvmay bee looked
upon as an honorable means to liveli-
hood schools are suggested
where women and girls may be taught
not onyonay houseworkhouse work but principles of
economy iioand moral obligations when
domestic labij is really regardedregardpd with
the sabeame respect asas store and factory

sewingog uAlnursingsing etc it will at-
tract intelligent girl lorfor it is better paid
loffor theanyapy 19joinerlnor manual apri forwnaneneene 1 is far mere i varied and

14aade alain a
lrit hours at a ewing maa

chiat baoy iq a laundryi or
breathing the foul ayav of the factory

let family work be authoritatively
and publicly placed on a strictly com
percialciAL bapis it4 isis obviously impos-
sible to lay out a set of rules for govern
ing employer and employedemploye torfor house
hoidhoad matters in different homes widely
varyamy but when a servant girl is engaged
let there be a written contract with
wages specified duties and hours clear
ly defined if possiblejle make yearly en-
gagementsgagements for long service is necessary
to10 good service in this way how can
controversy arisearise between lady and
maid under present conditions ladies
bhave no right tolo intriere in any way
whatever with the personal liberty of

outside of working hhours her
keey hours abrehare heyex own ifmt chic to do
awhf plpases Iafatanytany tunetime advice

needed cconcerningomer ning her conduct


