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THE SERVANT GIRL PROBLEM.

A well-known writer has said that
‘'the future of our American home-life
depends on the servant girl question."”
If this be true, the subject is one of vital
importance and worthy of the most ser-
ious and careful discussion; it is a social
problem ot as great moment asarethose
of Tammany, or of the Chinese-Japanese
question; it can no more be a minor
issue than are the ballot, the land tax,
or the currency—in short, if the State is
founded on the home, thenthe consider-
ation of the welfare and bappiness ofjthe
latter is mecessarily of no less conse-
quence than a study and discussion of
the former,

Another reason which perhaps em-

hasizes the importance of this problem
15 its antiquity; it is doubtful if there can
be found any great social question
which antedates that of the servant girl
question. We have an authentic ac-
count ot trouble between mniistress and
maid as far back as Abrabani’s time,
when Sarah expelled from her home the
bondswoman Hagar.

1n very early times,the unnatural rulers
were the physically strong, the weaker
ones, slaves; for protection the less tor-
tunate united themselves to the mighty
ones and the result was slavery. The
lords granted protection, ;sometimes
furnished food and clothing, and the
richt over the slave extended “even to
tife.” This bondage continuied even
down to our own generation, and was
broken only by revolution.

We are but creatures of habit; old
ideas and traditions clix‘j\% to us and are
difficult to shake off. e still find the
strong and weak, master and mau, 1nis
tress and maid,but today the question 1s
one of mental not physical superiority.
The fact still remains of two distmct
classes. the ruler and the ruled, between
whom there exists a mutual antagonism.

In the old countries, France, England,
Germany and other Europcan nations,
the birthplace of leudalism, servants
still may be tound and although :epub
hican ideas and influences of late years
have had their effect, domestic service
is comparitively good. But in lree
America where every man is presumably
the peer of his neighbor, the service 1s
vile.

It is not our purpose to write of the
few grand homes of America, like that
of Mrs. W. K. Vanderbilt, where torty or

. Bity servanis {mostly English} are em-

ployed, very tew of whom my lady ever
sees; lor she delegates the care of the
household to a housekeeper who super-
intends everything, and all is carried on
as in the English homes of roya ty, We
are to treat of the characteristic Ameri-
can home, where but one girl is em-
ployed. The American woman of mod
erate circumstances, the wife and mother
ol such a home, is a being the least to
be envied; to say that her duties are
onerols, is stating the case mildly; she
must be responsible tor a home the per-
fection of neatness,care for the children,
do the family sewing, be a member of
1wo or more clubs or societies, attend
parties and in turn entertain, always be
prepared lo receive, and ready to 1ake
part in this or that charitable enterprise.
she must have assistance in the huuse-
hold work-—at least one betp. There
are two reasons for vt baving more—
#irstiy, she can afiord no more; secondly,
,she:can tolerate no more.

It is proverbial that n America the

servant girl receives the highest wages,
has her personal rights the least inter-
fered with, is granted more privileges
and in return gives poorer service than
anywhere else. [t is tgo weli known to
be coutroverted that the mistress must
see the gurl, ofler her great induce-
ments, be prompt in paying wages, give
her the best the house affords to eat—
a thing unheard of inEurope--very often
spend weeks in teaching her how towork
while at a moments notice, with baby
ill, the weekly washing in progress, the
girl may demand her wages and quit.

Who has not heard remarks like the
foilowing? I'd rather do my own work
than be worried with a hired girl,” or
‘“We shall be forced to break up house-
keeping and go to boarding; one-half
the time I'm without help and the other
half I am so badly served that I am
littie better off.’” Let us quote the
actual words of a lady of this city who
has had at least fifteen years’ experience
in housekeeping with ‘*hired help.”’ This
lady is kind-hearted, thoughtiul and
intelligent. **What is my opinion of the
average hired girl? 1 consider them an
ungrateful, ignorant, conscienceless,
dish breaking, relatiou-feeding lot, whose
wages are the smallest part ot their ex-
pense.” =

And what says the servant girl? Her
defense may be summed up in these
words: **We are looked upon as a class
of inferiors and treated as such.” She
teels that she has no companionship in
the home, is tolerated there only for the
reason that she performs menial work
that is beneath the ladies of the house.
She perceives lull well that domestic
labor has been degraded; ste has no
respect lor it herselt, and consequently
takes no pride in its performance. With
her itis no labor of love, but a mere
guestion of business,a giving of services
for the most that can be got for them,
and therefore she has no scruples at
quitting one mistress if she can do better
elsewhere. She is not blind. Has she
not seen that my lady does not hesitate
at contemptible means for securing the
services oi girlst If not strictly moral,
she will most likely seize the many op-
portunities ofiered for cheating her em-
ployer, and if honest, feeling that non-
exercise sympathy in  her behalf, she
fails to see the necessity of looking to
the interests of her mistress and is
neglectful il not maliciously wasteful.
Addedto all this are her republican ideas
of equality which makes the American
servant girl cold, calculating and
tstuck up,” and red-armed Biddy just
over from Ireland, who does not know
a meat-broiler from a warming pan, with
vague notions of being ‘‘as good as
missus”’ becomes intoterably insolent.

Here is a strange complexity of affairs:
the home-life of the American people
seriously interfered with on account of
our republican spirit. For example, we
go out on the 4th of July, shout our
selves hoarse singillg the Star Spangled
Banner, thrill* with patriotic pride at the
words of the orator beginning,'*When in
the course of human events it becomes
necessary,”’ etc. Still burning with
patriotism we return home and find that
Poliy, partaking of the general feeling
of independence, hastaken french leave.
The house is open and either Polly or
some ruthless burglar has carsied off a
hundred dollars worth of jewelery. We
prepare our own dinner or go without
any, and silently ponder on the working
results of the Declaration of Indepen-

dence,universal»uffrage’and unresiricted
immigration.

A study of human nature will dem-
onstrate that we can not have perfect
service in a republic, but through a
general uprooting of old ideas and an
overturping of time-honored custonis
the present service can probably be im-
proved. The old family servant isa
thing of the past; the help of the
present and future is a totally diflerent
being. She is no longer an interior
member ot the household—that is,she is
a tradition and must be relegated to
the past, however displeasing it may be.
We see in this, too, a shade of sadness
for the servant; for with all her glorigus
personal liberty it destroys lorever that
feeling ot regarding herself as a part
of the house. This, however, is buya
side issue, and of littte moment as com-
pared witfl “‘liberty, fraternity, equatlity, »’

Some thinkers on the servant girl
problem, and their number is steadily
increasing, advocate the co-operative
plan; that is, to have all food prepared
in public kitchens, to have sweeping
dusting, general house-keeping per'.
formed by specialized labor. This plan
would do away with the regular servant
in the home. It may be the future solu-
tion of the gquestion, but at present tgo
carry it out completely seems imprac.
ticable. However, much of our house-
ho!d labor céuld be and is performed
tiy specialized laborers to great advap-
tage, as bread-making, laundry-work
and weekly house cieaning.

1f we must have servants in dur homes
and it is doubtful if we can do other.
wise, let domestic labor be elevared.
As one lady remarks, ‘‘Make the work
respectable by employing none but res-
pectable people.” 1t is here wortny of
notice, that the present hard tines
which have forced so many women to
perform the household duties without
outside help, should certainly tend to
the elevation of such labor, on the
theory that work is estimated by the
quaiity ot the workmen.

That kitchen work may be lpoked
upon as an hionorable nieans to liveli-
hood, training schools are suggesied
where women and girls may be tanght
not only house-work, but principles of
economy and moral obligations. When
domestic labor is really regarded with
the same respect as store and factory
work, sewing, nursing, etc., it will at-
tract mtelligent girls, for it is better paid
for than any other manual work for
woinen. It is far more varied and
healthful than are standing ail day in a
store, sitting lor hours al a sewing ma-
chine, perspinng daily in a laundry, or
breathing the toul air of the factory,

Let family work be authoritalively
and pubiicly placed on a strictly com-
mercial basis. It is obviously impos-
sible 1o lay out a set of rules for govern-
ing employer and employe, jor house-
itoid niatters in different homes widely
vary; but when a servant girl is engaged,
let there be a written contract with
wages specified, duties and hours cleaz-
ly defined, if possible, make yearly en-
gagements, for long service is necessary
io good service. In this way, how can
controversy arise between lady and
maid. Under present conditions, ladies
have mo right 1o interfere in any way
whatever with the personal liberty of
the help outside of working hours; her
‘“free” hours are her own in which to do
ag she pleases. If at any time advice
seems needed concerning lier couduct,



