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pictures of Christlane nre gecerally
caricatures, and consequently worih-
lera as helps to a correct undefstanding
of the questiona disgusred. Here and
there truths may be found stated, but
they are so far hetween that they are
no more worth Jooking for than n few
gratns of whesat lu a large plle of offai.

His hero ls the eon of a Metbodist
preacher, whose bodlly and mentsl
development !s stunted on sccount

ot the (ather’'s religions idess.
He grows up smong Christiane,
all of whom nare more or lese

-tdlote, but at lust chance throws him
among Unitarians and infidels, all ot
whom are pure, bealthy and good and
great, He studles epclerinstical bis-
tory and filnde out taat bis parents
were kpow-nothlngs, because they
belljeved In oreeds composed by the
tapatices ¢! the first centuries. He sleo
disco vers 1hat Dbiblionl history ie a
myth, thay tbhere probably Is no QGod,
antl that human resson Is the highest
suthority. His life now ruoe in a
smoother channel, until death prem -
turely cuta himofl from activity—death
administered, It eeems, hy his own
band, or that of tne attending phy-
wiclup, to end life’s agony,

Authore generally aim to exalt vir-
tue and psaint vice in colors wo as {0
make it sbvorrent, repulaive. In the
volume before us, 8 marked departure
{roro thie rule bas iskeno place. The
efforts of men snil women for con-
formity te moral laws nre ridiculed,
while the opposite i held up in u
roseate light,ss ntirnctive as a delicate-
Iy pointed pen can make Iit. Hae the
world, then, at last coms to this, that
vice no longer need to hide ber visage
under = masgk of virtue, but can walk
about bare-laced wlth.ut denger of be-
ing bunted back to ber own derk holer?
is the taste at length 8o « exraded that
pin ean be ewnllawed withoul being
eugared over firai? It #p, the condition
of sociely ie deplorable, -

The present tendency of rgientific
opinion I8 (back to the onglnal phil.
osephy which pervades Christlap re-
ligion. Ever gloce the labore of astron-
omers and geologlsts resulted in the
establish ment, to 'he human miod, of
ap jneeparshble coanection between the
earih pelow and thelnnumerable worlds
ahove, revealing lo some extlent the
unton, hermony and magnitude of the
aniverse, Auvanced philosophers bave
sought the great Bource of all with re.
newed (ervor. Ideas ab_utevoiution
have relarded some 1D their searoh,
cleae of

butr now, st the this
century, it te mafe to w®ay that
the signe clearly  lIndicate that

when the errors in human speculstion
are fally discovered and only that
which i» true remalne, be it inthe
theories of Darwin, Bpencer or any
vther phllosopher. God will appesr In
the pages of Dature, ag in the annale
of history—not indeed the Belng de-
ploted In creeds, but the (3.d of ali
both ancient snd modetra revelations,
At present it may (o some appear
impoesitle to barmonize the teach-
ings of boly writ on the sub-
ject of ocreatlon, for inatance,
with what undoubtediy je true In
the dypamic Sonception of the world,
but there ie no contradiction whalever,
and the harmony would be easily per-
ceiveu, were it equally evident whai
part ot the new mode of thinking
needs no modification.

In the meabtime, it must be consid-

ered the belght of folly to attack Chris-
tizpns or the Chrietian religion, either
in novele or otherwiese, for {aulte and
errord that nrve not tracesble to that
source. The Reason Why le euch an
attack, altogetner unwarranted. True
Churistianity, however, can stand it,
even It it were of a wmore formidable
nsture,

— —— —

THE PR1ZE FIGHT HORROR.

By .whitaome of ite epectators call
‘‘an unfortubnate aocgident,”’ s prize-
fighter named Carter lies dead today ae

a result of a ring battle had last night
in this city. The tone of regret with
which people on the atreet spesk of

the affair i» etartling in ite geatle-
neft; e&ven among cfficials  Lhere
appears but little of Lbat stern in-
dignation, that desire for swiflt
puniehment for outrsged and
violated law, which ought

to and does characterize the larger
element of this communpity. The ex-
preesions most frequeontly beard, to
the time of this writing, are those of
sympathy with the ¢lub or parties who
arranged the fight, the spectators wun
beneld it, and the surviving partict-
pant and his aide; withal there ja a
gort of disappointment that f‘the
sport” lteelf in this oity haw sustainec
8 blow from which it will not recover
for a long time to come; as for tne puor
uead durkey, bis quietus came ajlp-
getber unexpectsuly, but, say the
snivellnyg *‘fanoy’—It 18 the forlune cf
war.

We want to osll the minds of the
authorities and of the community
away from such nonsence,nnd to con-
centrate them once and for s}l upnso
the tardy determination (bhat priz:.
fighting forevermore ehail be pro-
bibited within this fair S:ate. The
dreadful event which hus Jusl
bappuned ought to be a war -
ing that ahall last tor mll
time. It is a hlot upoen the
oclty’s npame which the (eeblest
croceptiyn of the communlty’s in-
atinete would never have permilted,
No future euphemism oan be allowed,
under the name of a glove ocntest, to
cover the brutality evinced in pliting
u pairof tralned eluggers againet eagh
other for the paltry purse which they
bave the strength,but not the Industry,
to sarp in the reputable ways of ilfe.
Our recent fame me an inoviting
baunt for broken-down or second rate
bruteers must be rescuad; our :ffcials
must he compelled to cease wilnking at
violations of Jaw and decencs; our
people must be Impressed with the
naked hideouanees nnd brutality that
mark every elep in the prellminaries,
progrese and conclusion of a prize fight.

The ‘equared oircle” as & means ol

livelihood for toughened huliies and are
s place of entertainment for bardly less
depraved apeciators, must go,
Whatever the law ean do to vindi-
cate ltself in tbe present case It must
be encouraged and assisted to do, Aw
fighting goee, the people who managed
this atfair have attempted in the past
to conduct their entertainments as de-
cently ap the buriness wonld permit—
and they bave been favored with the
presence not ooly of municlpa] officiale
bui aleo of otherwise pretty good oiii-
zens. As brulsers go, Bob Thompson
1a perbape ar clean and square a Jittle
slugger as ever éal In & roped corner.

But allthis avails nothbig in the dread-
ful pecurrence underdiscuesion. A man
bas been kiiled, and no arnount of re-
Zrel can excnes the promolera of the
fightand the dead man®as antagonist
for thetr share 1o the grime, Further-
more, gince in all gprobability Llhere
would bave beep no fizbht had there
been no paylng epectaturs, the Jatter
cannat be acqulifed of the grave
moral blame of belng sccessory lo the
result,

OUTRAGEOUS JOURNALISM.

Recurring to the eubject ol **Desple-
able Journaliem?’ woich the NEws

trested at some length last evenling, we
quote the following from the Bpring-
field (Maee,) Republican, one ot the
cleanest and most honorable pewsa-
papers in the United Brates, and cer-
tainly sn authorized mentor in journal-
famm wherever the profeselon may be
found:

The story published In a Now York
paper yesterday morning of domestio
complications which are alleged to bave
cansed tbe sudden illnesa of Cornelius
Vanderbilt, was nan invasion of the
rights of a tamtly to privacy in its
own particular affairs, which wus oul-
rageous in tbe extreme. Mr. Vanderhili's
Opporilion t0 A sOD's projected Inar-
riage May of may not have caused
his stroke of paralysis, and in any case it
is & matier which concerns the lamily
aloneand in which ihe public could have
no legitimate interest. 'The very tact of
the prominence of M:. Vanderbilt, be-
cause of his great weaith, makes the
offense the more inexcusable. However,
the entire transaction is a togical work-
ing out of the theory that news is what
the people wan: to read, with little or no
atlen lon paid to tbe probable effecin
upon genera! morality. Itis wmposaible
to overestimate the barm which may be
dono by thia sort of journali.m when
carried to the extent it is todny.

PREUISIOLIC EsRTH.

An interesting page of the history of
nature bae been revealed through the
diecovery of prehletoric forests in s cosl
district in Niederlausiiz in Prussis.

It ja well known that long before the
fiora of the earth sesumed the form it
now has, the surfnce way covered with
plants of a ditferent kind. The great,
quantities of coal feund are supposed
to be formed through the slow
combustlon In the depthe of earth
of the jmmense torests ol earth’a
early days. In the Germsan ceal dies
trict muentloned & large foreet has now
been fouvd, In which the trees are welj
preserved and not carbonized. [hey
are very large and the rupposttion fa
that every winlter, nol only the leaves
but nlso the hranches fel] off,

It 1s of crurse Ilmpossivle to aesign
anything Dear a correct Jute for the
period of enrth’s history when thie
giant tforest fl.uriehed in the denge,

warm atmospaere that then surronnded |

war globe, but 1t must bave been nges,
compared te which bistory’s ep ohe
are but moments. The discuvery ig
one of a great interenat 10 geologiste. 1¢
would seem lo furnish #nothgrevidence
tor the prevalent vlew lhat the ssme
kind of phyeleal processes now going
on in nature bave bren at work from
the firet, producing the cbhabges whigh
appear as geologiosl periods. |
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