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THE PXOPLE OF ICELAND.

Tug {act that the Elders of the Church:

are pashing their labors more or less
effectively lnto Iceland causes o deeper
and more lively interest to be felt in
that country. The number of patives
from that far-off frozen land s .gruds-
ally increasing in this Territory, and as
4 rule they are worthy urd industrious
citizens, Apostle F, D, Richards has
lately been collecting information in
relation -to Iceland, im cobnncc-
tion with fhis labors in the
Historian's Oflice. Recenliy le 1e-
cefved ya letter from John Torgeir-
son, of &panish Fork, Utah County, an
intelligent nadive of thas conntry, who
has contributed some interesting
papers to the Juvenile Instructor on the
subject, YWe ure ensbled to make the
following extract from the letter re-
ferred to:

*'] know that there are to be foundfin
the Icelandic language more historical
facts showing our Israelitish origin
{ban in any.other known history.

*T'he Just censna teken showed the
population to be over 72,000, Of those
under ifteen years of age ong three

per

conld not read and
cent. conld write. Education is
- mostly domestic, evcry parent or

guardian of children regarding it as a
strict duly to teach them to read and,
of later years, to write; a8 mach so as
to feed and ciothe them, The Eﬂmms'
or others in the family, give the chil-
dren, as & rule, three lessons a da{',
during the winter months. Public
schoofa arevery few, as those cousid-
ered the best statesmen are opposed to
tuem, on the ground that they wounld

be detrimental to tha educationsl pur-.

sQits of jthe young., The illlteracy in
Ieeland is less under this system, than
it is anywhere else fu the world.
**]diocy 18 nearly nnknown, insanity
i8 very rare and only two murders have
been committed during .the last one
hundred yesrs.,
**There are 2bout 700,000 sheep on the
island. Every family mukes its own
clothing, men and weomen work at
1lling, carding, spinning and wem}ng
e -the long winter eveuings. "The
tuilortng and dressmaklng ate left en-
tirely to the fair sex. A girl inIceland
who can not take wool and, with her
own hands, return it in the form of
clothing, would not be rezarded ys Ut
for or worthy of marriage. A ber-
son who <¢an “pelther read ner
write 1s cousldered to be little above
the level of the brute creation. They
are not permitted 1o marry, and are
not by law repgarded even so much as
competent witnesses in g court. There
is vot a village of one bundred inbhabit-
ants in which there is not a1 public li-
brary apd reading society. The
- Nutlonal library in %eyk]avik is the
largest, iRving over 10,000 volumes.”
———— e ————

IN UTAH’S DEFENCE,

TaE following specinl‘dispatcb {rom
Whishineton to the Louisvlle Couricr=
Jowrnal shows how the speech of Dele-
" gate Caine impressed the House of
Represcontatives and that portion of
the pressand public that were present
#® when it was delivered. Andthat it is
haviug quite an effect upon both Con-
pressmen and the conntry, is evident
from many indicetions in various
places. The Courier-Journal Corres-
pondent yays nnder dete of Jun, 12;

' t*Agide from the day on whieh the
Housc votad on Mr. Morrison’s bill to
¥u 1nto the committee of the whole to
coostder the tariff bill, to-day has
been the most interesting of the ses-
slon. The 1ptercsticentered in the
Mormon bill. About twenty minutes
after 12, Randolph Tucker, TUhalrman
of the Judiciary Committse, called up
the biil reported by the Houuse com-
mittee, as a subst:tute for ,the Scnute
hill. The tirst speech was made by
Isunc Taylor, of Ohio, in fuvor of the
pill, protesting aguinst (the Beztion
which deprived the women of Utzh of
suffrage.

The proccedings were commeuplace
until Hon. John T. Caine, the delegute
from Utah, took the floor. Mr.Caine’s
position was peculiar, and the fact
that he was a Mormos, altboogh not a
polyzamist, made bim at ouce the cen-
ire of interest. The members of the
House all gathered on the democritic
slde, on which side Mr. Cuine stood,
near the east door. He read his
sfeech. This generslly has the effect
ol ewptying the press and other gal-

ery flee to he
attead to their
correspondence, The coutrury was
the case with Mr. Cuine. His earnest
style immediately drew uttontion, and,

leries, while the me
cloak-rooms: or

a5 hic advanced in his speech, it soon
became evideot that he was about to
make an able and earnest defense of
Lhe constitutional rights of his people.
The Republicun slde was almost en-
tirely deserted, The pregs gang caught
on, and came in one atter another, as
they always do when anything of iu-
tercet comes up. Nobody left the gal-
leries, uod the erowd gradually in-
crensed, especlally in the ladies® gal-
lery, until all the galleries were full.
Mr. Caine {8 o nutive of the [sle of
Man; he i8 58 years of age, well pre-
served, of medium height, with saudy
slde whiskers. He wears glasses, and
looked much like & Methodist preach-
er while addresslog the Bonse.

He zave some flgnres that astonished
the memwbers, and smony other toings
said the illteracy in Utah among
the Mormons was only 8,35 per cent.,
exactly what {t 18 in Connecticut,
and much lower than in-many other
States in the Untou. The labor
problem, he said, did not trouble Utah,
for there ninety per cent. of the peo-
ple were freeholders and own their
own homes. Jany of tbe Mormops
have the advantaxes of foreign travel,
28 they send out yearly missionaries to
Europe who spend three years abroad
making converts to their rellgion. Mz,

wanderings of the Mormouns, and their
viin endeavors to flod & permanent
and peaceful abode.

Governor West, Governor of IJtah,
sat next to ex-Governor McCreary, a
much absorbed listener, one seat tothe
rear and foar seats to the left of Mr.
Caine, The passage was o little tnter-
eatlng when he read from Governor
West’s message, stating that there was
perfect peace and quietness in the Ter-
ritory, but a.gpealing for the stationing
of troops andl tae strengthening of the
Territorial Government,

Mr. Caine’s time expired, when Hon.
Patrick Colling rose unpnd yielded so
imuch of hiftime as might be necessary
for Mr. Caine to conclude. The mem-
bers continued in theiwr seats, and the
galleries grew denser, and a splendid
audlence was accorded the spesker
until the close of his speech, which oc-
cupied two hours. The speeck was
complimented on all hapds, apd the
Bcene was one of interest throughouat.?

VARIAN VS. VARIAN.

Me. VaARriaN’s apologists, who defend
assnssingtion and wunt deputy mar-
skals to shoot and kill ‘*Mormons’
accused of misdemeanor i they de

{endedvor to extricate hlm lrom the
fearful muddie into which he plunged
bimself by screening instead of prose-
cutiog the murderer of E. M. Daltog.
Iz doing so they mix up common law,
United Btates law and territorial law
into & mess of hodge-podge, and then
season tie hash with a pretended'de-
cision of the Supreme Court ot the
United States which, even if genuiue,
is incongruous to theewhole,

1t is alt of nojuse. Neitker the ¢com-
mon law, nor the Unlted States stat-
utes, nor (any provision of the territo-
rial penal code, nor any decision of the
highest let:Fu.l tribonal makes untawiul
cohabitation a felony. That isa plain

upon which the whole question turns,
if any question isleit. We do not be-
lieve there is any,except in the mind's
eye of those who want 10 whitewash
Assistunt District Attorney Varjun,

T'o make uny .color of justiticatinn

for the shooting of Dalton, it must be
made to appear that he was to he ar-
rested for a lelony. He was in-
dicted for unlswiul cohabilation.
Varian and bis apolozixts want
to minke out ihat this ogence
isfelogy. The law of Congress siys it
isa misdemeaner. Is motthatenoush?
No? Well, we wili cite Mr#Variun
agzuinsy Myr. Varien; seeing tlhat his
sophistry is held to be of greater valoe
thun the plain langusge of the Ed-
munds Act. Inhls plea for Thompson
while in the position of the prosecutor
of Thompson, he said: .

*“The deceased was charged by an in~

dictmyentof the grand jury of this court
and district with a criminal oifense

against the laws of the United Stutes,

designated as the offense of unlawinl

cohabitation. By the expreas terms of

the statutes creatinzund deilaing this

offense it s classed as a@ misdemeanor.”

Spezking of the common law, he

claimed that it has no exigtence in its

criminal {orm in this country; said he:

**As your honor is aware, there j& no

common law—criminzlicommon law,

known to the jurlsprndence of the

United States.”

‘'Polygamy, which was a {felony, u
capltal crimein Sweden lat oneptime,
i3 not a felony underour law."!

"l‘oly[gamy. which is called @ misde-

meaiior in the Federal statutes, was =

fhgilméy" in the days of James; the
rst.

‘“In that dsy, a man charged with the
crime of polygamy or bignmy might he
shot to death by tne ofiicer holding the
warrant for his arrest if -he failed to
surrender.”

%S0 in 1this respect, [if your honor
please, we have grown ont of the coin-
mon law,’ and the queation is pot .to
be deterwined under the United States
lawe now as it was to be delermined at
comiaon law." , g

Now what does all thia prove? Why,
that according to Mr. Varian, neither
unlawiul cohabitation nor polygamy is
4 felony under the laws of the United |

5, T

Caine gave u puthetic picture of the |

r0t walk up and surrender themseives, <

and simple proposition and is the hlnge 4
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States: that under the common law un
officer might ghoot & felon escaping
from arrest but not & misdemeanant;
thut we have grown out of the common
law 8o that now pot even o persoo ac-
cused of felony may be ehot down b
un officer to secure his arrest, mucl‘;
less one accased of misdemeanor; for,
says Mr. Varian:

“The people have grown wiser, and o
befter civllization has made greater
| progress; the age has become more ¢n-

lightened.”

| 'Therels no provision in the lawa of+

| the United Siates autborizing an ofticer
to take the hfe ©f an escaping person
accused either of feloay or miade-
meanor. To justily him, recourse must
be had either to the common law or to
the tervitorlal luw, Mr. Vurian says
the first does not exist in this country,
and the second does nov apply, Where
i8 he left, thent Why without any
groand to stand upon, But i he takes
elther or both, after repudiating them,
he is in the same unfortunate position,
for whe territorial law does mot justify
homlclde in arresting a person for mis-
demeanor, and Mr. Varian said himself
lo regaurd to the common law:

“"Armed with a proper process, or in
s03e cuses even upon i well grounded
reason of suspicion .of the felon, the
peace oflicer was ahutorized to pursue
the alleged felon to death. This was
not-the rule, however, fn cases of Mmis-
demeanor.”

Here,-then, i3 Varinn against Varian
Judge him out of k18 own mouth aund
his condemmation is secured. 'The
common law, if it prevailed here,
would not justify the killer of Dalton;
the territorinl "Iaw will .not clear
him; and tbe laws of the United
States afford bim no excose. ‘Yet the
prosecuting attorney, C. §. Varian,
justified! the assassin, and Mis apojo-
pists seek to defend him and to uphod
the murderous doctrine wiich be enun-
clated,to encourage deputy marshals in
shooting down **Mormons' accused of
misdemeanor, under circnmstances
{ which the law prononnces murder in
the first degree.

But it will not avail. We do not in-
tend to let this affalr be glossed over
by any such perversions of the law
on tbe part of the attorsey’s un-
principled friends. The more they stir
this mutter the more it will smell to
beaven and manifest his turpitnda,
And the clearer will it bé made to
everyone who redads,fthat Varian’s
sophistry 18 not law and that it will not
justify assassination, even if commit-
ted by that rewarksble fgnctiouary &
deputy marshal of the United States.

THE *“CHRISTIAN UNION” AI-
PROVES,

TuE Christian Duion approves of the

4 bill now pending imCongress azainst

Utah, because iL beleives that it mani-
fests “a determination that polygamy
must go," and that **the deterpaination
to destroy polygamy is neither section-
al nor partispa; 1t is natlonal.” But
the Union does not attempt to show
how this bill, if it becomes & law, is
zolng to accomplish that end so
much  desired ' by certaln fa-
nutics, If it shpuld Puss,
in a very short time the old howl wiyuld
go np that polyeamy I8 not extirpu ted,
aud that wors legislation 1s nescied.

Indeed the €. U, seems to for.isee
this, Lor it says;

“This bill trjes the experimeni: of
putiing thut Bowar (the povening
power) finto the bands of the :iou-
“Mormon™ population, 1f that ¢loes
not succeed, the other remedy {(a) Ns-
tional | Commission) lies in rese rve;
and it will it Decessary, be exercis :d.”

So the!probability is "that, even the
Tucker-Edmunds bill will not finc-
ceed  ju  effecting the

its enactwent. And it will not, for* the
sirmple reason that that is not the end
desizned. The purpose of its pro mo-
ters was to take political power a.way
from the majorrty of the citizens o

u4is0 to opea the wway by which. the
“Mormon' €hurch could be ro!ibed
with impunity. The Christien U niost
may not understand this, but it is }lain
enough to aEy one who will pull the
anti-polygamy beam out of his wea ther
eye,

Ingivinga s]ympsis of the p1 -ovi-
sions of the bi)[, the Union skipe: its
majn provision; that is, taking avvay
from the people, ‘“*Mormons' &nd
*Gentiles' alike, the right to elect 1the
local qfficers, and putting it iptd
bands irresponsible to the citizens,
The bill gives the Governor the riglit
to tll all the county and C};recinct ol-
fices by appointment, and the Presi -
dent power to 1li all the territerial’
oflces except that of Delegate to Con-
gress and Representatives of the low-
er house of the Legislatare, We
wonld like the Christian Union to
show on what Chrisiian, or Republl-
can, or Democratic grounds it can jus--
tily or praise such an an-American and
despotic outriage upon the rights of
citizens, 5
It 18 smﬁular how blind religions
bigotry makes otherwise good men and
wise §philosophers. And when the
many fsilures of political ef¢rts
ausinst ‘Mormonism'' are counted ap,
it'is strange thas thinkers do not j.er-
ceive the folly of legislating to esi ab-
ligh certain notions of morality, ant1 to
suppress a religion that evidently has

ob ject)]
which the C. IF, imagines is in vie w of}

f ries, bu the 20th inat,

within itself the elements of vigorous
life and successti2] resistance of op-
pression.

Wecan promise the Christian Union
editors tiat.no such despotic measeres
as that which they now appland will
have nn{ effect whutever In putting
down '‘Mormomsm." And i the
teachings of history do not suggest
that those schemes will not suppress a
practice based upon religion,and intec-
woven with a religious fabric thatis
nore precious to its devotees than life
itself, no predictions or -rezsonings of
ou¥s will have uny tendency towards
their enlightenment. They must wait,
und see, and marvel,

e

BISHOF 5CANLAN AND THE
SECTS.

BI3HOP-ELECT-SCANLAN, of the Cath-
olic Chureh of this city, has poked his
sacerdotal stick into o hornet’s nest.
He has hlown the local sectarian flre
into a blaze and caused the fames of
bate to encircle his devoted head. The
cause of this flery attitude of the wear-
ers of the cloth towa rd bim is a dis-
course delivered by.him on Christmas
mornlng, in which he used some ex-
presgions not highly complimentary te
the religious status of the FProtestant
sects. The Utak Christian Advocate,
published in this c¢lty nigesin ity wrati,
and assalis him on account of his ex-
pressions, some of which that paper
l"lel;léoduceu. We give'n few of them
ere:

* They give two hundred different
answers to the question *what shall I
do to be a Christian? ’, What one de-
clares is necesaary to enter the king-
dom af God another denies, ordeciares
evil.» LA "’l‘hey boast
that they have power to degeive those
who trost them; for they confess that
they teach merely opinions. Not one
of them can stand up ubd suy that I
know that what I teach 18 trae.

¢ & & v Nice teachersy teach-
ing the law and yet declaring that they
do not know the'law. * * * ©Christ
described them when he sald false
Christs and faise prophets will arlse.”

The Advocate asserts on the contrary
that the Protestunt denomingtions are
" in wonderful barmony,” and em-
phasizes this statement with the
assertijon that *'the ministers of
these churches, in this city, often
meet and counsel tozether in delightfal
harmouy.” This consolidation cannoot
be denled so far as it relates to one
Particulur—'l‘he representatives of a
yroken religious wsystem are homo-

a8 to require them to be submitted to
Congress. A further amendment re-
quires the constitutions of thc new -
States to embody o proviston {orbid-
ding polygamous association or cobab~’
itation within their jurisdiction.

Mr. Hill, of Okio, Chairman of the
Committee, presented a minority re-
port objecting to the anti-polygamy
provisiop, on the ground that- no con-
ditions whatever shonld be imposed on
the cohstitutiors of the States, except
that they shball provide for a republi-
can form of goverament and conform
to the Constitation of the United
States,

Mr, HI1l, though in the minority, 1s
exactly rigbton this question. 1t is *
and ought to be reyuired of every State
forming a part of tbe Federsl Union
thut ite Constitution and laws shall be

n accord with the supreme law of the .

and. But what consistency s therein
this reguirement, if Coneress in im-
posing it upon the States departs from -
that Constitution itself? et us see
what that instrument has to say bear-

ine on the question of sdmitting pew
States: . .
‘‘New BStates may be admitted

into the Unlon; but no new, State
shall be. formed or erected within
the Jurisdiction of any othcr Suiate,
nor any State belformed by thc junc- .
tion of two or more States, without the
congent of the Legislatures of |the
States concerned us well as of the Con-
gress.” e

*“The United States shall geuaruntee
to every State in the Union a repub-
lican formm of government and shall
protact each of them against Invasion;
and on application of the Legisluture,
or of the Executive (when- the Legls-
lature cannot he convened}, against
goniestlc violence."—Article 1V Becs,

&4,

*This Constitution zad the laws of
the United States which shall be made
in.pursuance thereof, und all treaties .
made or which shall be made under the
authority of the United States, ahall be
the supreme law of the land; and the
judges, in every State, shall be boubd
thereby; snything in the Constitution
or laws of any Stute to the contrury
notwithsianding.'*—Article Vi, par. &,

Congress Ras no legitimate powers
but thoseg conferred wupon it by
the Constitution. Any others that
it assumes to exercise are in
the nature of wusurpation. Every
American patriot ought .to do all that
iles in his power to nreserve the coun-
try from unolawiful encroachments,
The bhalunce of power between the
severa] States and tlie Natlonal Gov-

weneons in their opposition to the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, and take more or less & par¢
in every scheme and plot aimed to
produce its destruction, Their con-
solidation on other matters is not very
apparent, &3 there Is amongst them an
«cysential conflict of interests.

As an otfget to the strictures of
Bishop Scanlan the Advochie publishes
brief statements from tue winisters of
the five sectarian churches in this city.
They givethe ideas of each upon the
Bssenﬁnl conditions of salvation. To
one, who uuderstands the cpmprehen-
sivepeas of the Gospel of Christ they
are meggre to the point of atienuuation,
vet the Advocaic points trimmphansly
o them as

unjty., There s so0 little.ip them
that  the most  strlking  ex-
bibit they give i3 the great-

neds of the mass of essentlal con-
ditioos and 'principles of the system
taught by the Savior and His aathor-
ized servants us necessary,jthat they
discard as werthless,

Throughout the entire article there
i5 shown a wonderful poverty of meuans
and ability to coutrovert Bis 35 Scan-
lan's strictures with fact a logic.
@his impoverished condition is made
all the more striking by the plain dis-
position exbibited to make the contro-
versy persona]l in place of intelli-
gently polemic. As usual it
wias found@®iimpossible for the
sectarian bigot  who  penned the
Erodnct.lom to reirain from exhibitin

is animosity to the “Mormons,’
while showing his teeth uat the local

R nuc{' representative of the Cathollc Church.

Here is the final climax to his ar-
ticle:

“'The case is clesr; the priest is con-
sicted. Down with the priests, Jesuit,
Catiolic and Aormon. Tbey have
'been and are Tyrants and oppres-
sorg."

Tae fanatic who wrote that might be
u saitable person to head a howling
mob uﬁainat a religious body differing
from the one he belongs to, buthe is &
badjy-built boat, dushing about with-
out rudder or compass, when he
enters the sen of inteilectual contro-
versy.
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A ‘CONGRESSIONAL IMPOSI-
TION. |

Tuar admisslon of the Territories of
Washington and Montina as States of
the Union, was recommended to the
House by the Committee on Territo-
The bill which

went to the committee came from the
Senate, and provided only for the ad-
mission of Washingtoh, The commit-
tee added Montans to the bill, and
changed the provision that the con-
stitutions of the new States |should
ybe submitted to the President, so

ex 1bitinFtlremurkubIe-
t

ernmens, s0 npicely adjusted juo the
Constitution, ought t» be maintained,
When new Stutes ure about to be ad-
mitted into the Unioon, no other con-
ditions ought 1o be ineposed than those
cobtained in the ubove extracts, which |
are all that the Constitution has to say |
relating to this subject. 1f 1 Stute i
puaruntesd s Republican form of gove}
ernment and is not lormed ount of part;
ol an existing state or of two or more!
States, Congress has no coustitutional
power to demtund uny extraneous re-
guirements.

Toe \polygamy bugaboo 18 making:
asses of many public men. Granting
that ull the nonsense that has been nt- -
tere¢d about it both inside and outside
0l Congress 1s sound and true, neither :
polygamy nor monogamy is a subject .
tor the Federal Government to legis-
late upon. Matrimony does not beloug
to the spitere of national politics. 1t
is to be reguiated, if anywhere by the
secular power, under the suspices of

the sgeveral States, Euach State
has  ,the right t0 reguldate
its own domestic afairs, Congress '

has no more right to forbid polygamy
than bachelorhood withia any State of
the Union. ‘*‘All the powers not dele-
gated to the United States by the Con-
stitution nor prohibited by it to the
States, are reserved to the States res-
pectively, or to the people;" so suys
Article Ten of the Amendments, There
is nothing in the Constitution or the
Amendments thereto which delegates
any power to Congress or otbherbranch

£ | of the National Government ever the

subject of marriage. It belongs **tG the
States respectively, or to the people.”
The fanatical and erratic .notion that
has obtalned atthe seat of Govern-
ment  that Utah must not  be
admitted as a State without some un-
constitutional provision like tbat pro-
posed for Montans, is an assuthption
of gower at variaace with the spirit
and also the letter of our national in-
stitutlons, It s a departure{rom cus-
tom and from right. It ought not to *
be pandered W by any Democrat in the
land, because the Democratic party is
supposed to be par excelience the Con-
stitutional party, maintaining the
rights of the several States 85 against
Federal encroachments, and preserv-
ing that equilibrium of ‘powers by
which alone the integrity of our sys-
tem of government ¢an be perpetuated.
Montana may uzccept the condition
improperly imposed. Other imcipient
States might do the same for the pur-
peseof securiog without impediment
the hberty which is their right. Ex-
edients are often Decessitated by
orce. ut it would nevertheiess be a
new departure from the beaten path,
and the detnand would none the less be
outside of the anthority vested in Con-
gress by the fnstrument that confers
upon it all its legitimate Ja_g)wers. Con-
gressman Hill may stand alone in his
resistance to this demapd upon Mon-
tapa, but he has the proud satisfaction
of knowing that his position is sound,
and *‘it is better to be right than to be
President. - <
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