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ELIERELDER MORRISS LECTURE

aider nepha li morris lectured in
0 assembly ball wednesdays hishie

eat belair wethe book of Mormormonmori
true or foistfl the storyy of itsite die
muvery bow constructed internal

of itsit truth the testimony
I1
f three witnesses the music waswae

by members of the taber
choir under the direction otof

f aterr stepheneStep bene bodand the soloeolo turn
ale unto MPme waswae nicely rendered
bybr balesml mabel cooper about the
dialIMal number was in attendanceattendenoe

the speaker inID beginning referred to
20 of the doctrineDoot rioe and cove

antaints toin showebow what its believebelieversbeli everere insist
waswab they believed it was a

bord of a fallen people the ancient
of this great country

new things continued the speakerep eaker
lly met with opposition and li11traW anith the book otof mormon the

teen objection to90 it waswab tuatthat it waswab
when columbusColuna buB made the

4carationWa ration that the earth waswag round
aiwasb ridiculed and at and it
VW not until he bad proved hisbie

wry that men believed him there
tendency innate in mankind toofaBfoor old or familiarmillarta things andana new
received but very little atten-

boft the at nauvoo
4 Cartcarthagehago were cited to show the

which abstbs church of jesus
rlBrint inIB its advent encountered

r soBO in ages that BKare past
john whiteley the morn

ate lifar of theme reformareformationtiouoo hadbad
I1 to meet with tutbut lnin

otar day the opposition was much
aar in bt theibe inhabitants of the
justh denied even the word of
sac or objection urged to theibe

of mormon Wwaaan that it purportedtururported
itala but that leaving
ide slidand granting that revelations
continue to come abstbs book wasrwbecause1

I1it came with proper
in that me revealed woreword

i latterr daysday pronounced itsito divi-na

or morris cited john abstbs revels
twtax wherein be forbade taking from or
sistig to brble boorbook johnjobo certainly
aft noa have reference to the new

ss mD totfor it was not then
and even it he had re

I1and to abat book he broubroughtht
upon himself for baa

ansin gadegasdo additionaddi tlona to it16 in due course
ofoptimeume jdin the chapter oiof revkev
alon johnjobs saidaid he sawaw another

flying through the midst oi01

emlioaventes having she everlasting gospel
ofteti alsoajo referred to another

to bow that if the book in
bad proper credentials it

gooldbibid be accepted
ona the of december 21

joseph smith knelt loin fervent
fyrsw before timethe lord and asked asaa toso

bb 1adidge with regard to religious
baom in answer to hlahis prayer the
aftelstcl moroni appeared giving him

orencear nc that he bad made peace
with himbla maker and that there waswae
bidden on a certain hillsidehllbill laideside gold
platesplatt from which a history of the
aulenaau lent inhabitants of this continent
bald be translatedran joseph was in

lullyfully with regard to hisbis
before abstbs lord anuand

wold that theshe work which waswae
beilan ulnahim waswaa such thataba would bring
him into worldworldwidewide prominence

the angel appeared to the boy three
times during that sameame night reltreiterat-
ing

erst
hisbie former remarks each succeed

I1 g time when toethe day downeddawned
joseph went cue into the field to work
with hidbin father but asa he was greatly
fatigued for lackjack of sleep the latter
tolutold him to gugo back to the housebouee anuand
restreel himselfhime elf Asaa joseph was climbing
a lencefence to do asaa mobi lather bad bade
him hebe tumbledmumbled and fell when the
a gel again appeared unto him and
gave him a vision toin which he saw
the hill cumorah where the platesplaice
spoken orof were hidden shortly after-
wards joseph went to the hill and uponulon
ascending it saw two stones such asaa be
hadbad seen in the viator he procured
a leverclover and raised them exposing to
view the box inID wwhichblob the plates were
enclosed he was about to take holdbold
of tham but the angel who had again
appeared told him to leave them alone
at the same time giving him instruc-
tions to visit the hill once a year where
the angel would meet him to give him
further instructions from time to time
joseph yielded strict obedience to these
instructions and on sept four
years after the first visit to the hill
joseph waswaa given charge of the platesplaten
rod told to translate the characters
thereon thus many prophecies ut-
tered by ancient apostles with regard
to the ruerise of the church toin the latter
daysdaye were verily fulfilled and the
work was afterwardsafterward translated print
ed and sent out among the people oi01

the earth the book in itsif makeupmake up
waswae suchouch usas to stamp it as
anything but tbsabs writings of modern
man it coutaiDed no metaphors nor
othotherer modern journalistic distinctions
but waswaa an original work of itsitselit
pure plain and simple in its 1jann
guageiaage

the speaker then reverted to the
testimony of the three witnesses and
told howbow in fervent prayer they
soughtought the lord for a testimony asam to

its divinity and received it asan fled
fledbed to by themselves and published in
thehe book of mormon to thuiba coett

MODYcb of them susubscribedbeeri bed his name
oliver cowdery the first to sign the
docament birot seenbeen the light orof day toin
vermont for some urnetime be waswaa a
school teacher but later he took
up the translation of the book
of mormon with joseph he writing
thehe wordsworda Asaa the prophet uttered

them when the work was publishedpublish od
oliver took part in the ministry and
was ordained a high priest while at
one time he presided over the church
in missouri later however oliver
tellfell away and warswa ex
ou certain charges which were pro
correa and proved against him at a
conference heldbold years afterwards
oliver asked for and was granted leave
to10 speak at which time he testified to
having acted Asaa scribe while the book
of murmonmormon was being translated in10
theshe youryear 1848 oliver was re admitted
into the church and died in full
fellowship bearing testimony to thehe
divinity 0of the book of mormon up to
hishie last moment

I1

david whitmer the next witness to
the book of mormon became assoni
abed with the prophet in the year
1829 and waswaa an active man toin the
church for several years like Ollioliververg
however david tellfell away from the
body of the church and was excom-
municatedmunicated on the sustaining of certain

chargescharge against him for many yearsyear
mr whitmer lived a private life in the
city of richmond bay county mo
and asam bobe grew old in order to refrefuteata
a certainD statement that was current
at the time hebe published and signed
an affidavit reiterating hishie ony
to the divinity of the botboikk of mormonmorman

a1 statement which was witnessed
and attested to by oumerona aromi
nent people of that city

martin harrisharria the other witness to
the book became acquainted with the
prophet about the aade time as the
others and assisted materially in the
publication of the book itIs waswai be
who took characters from the platesplatea to
protprof anthon for examination from
whom he received a certificate testify
ing to theirbelr being genuine charactersotere
the pro assor however when habe
learned that joseph hadbad received the
plates from an angel bakedasked lorfor the re-
turn of the certificate and upon
nettinggetting it tore itIs to pieces stating at
toe same time that revelation had 11allII
been done away with martin waswa
firm in hishie testimony to the lost

another i witness to the booksboba divin-
ity one whose character waswaa above
reproach and against whom not a
word could be said although he waswae
cruelly assassinated was joseph
smith the prophet of the latter daysday
he like the othersothera had given it out to
all the world that the work waswai one
which came through godsgod s holyhoir
angelsangel and one which waswaa alsoalio testi-
fied to by eight othersothen asai to itsifdivinity

elderbider morris showed that thebe testi-
mony of thesetheae men waswai not 9givenivan for
any mercenary motivesvee engaged as
they were in the ministrymior iry they
gave all their time antiand atten-
tion to the work asaa well as
putting forth their to bring
it to the public gaze they were not
deluded because it waswaa not within the
power of fraudulently inclined poi sonis
to call angel from on high asai watwae the
case in thisthia instance but contrarybont
toSO the rule in cases of fraud and de-
ceit joseph waawas found rebuking them
torfor making their religion a secondarycondaryae
consideration and when stripped otof
every vestige of authority they roseroae
up and reiterated shehe testimony which
years before they bad appended their
signaturesalg nature to

AsA to thehe internalInte roal evidencesevide noea of itoita
divinity the speaker called attentionatten doa
to0o theme condition which theshe world had
drifted into during thehe twowo thousand
yearsyeara in which the gospel waswaa usun
known to thebe earth hundredshundred of
differentfiffe rent religious denominationsdenomination budblad
sprung urup each one interpreting teeshe
scriptures differently and this con

all brought about through
lackjack of shehe word of the lord to man
kind upon the earth the bringing
borgh ot the rookbook of mormon cast tolathis

asideaalde and opened upop to the
mind of taase who yielded obedience
a truerue and proper interpretation ofat the
scriptures people had gathered fronafrom
elitheU the nation of the earth and hadbad
testified to0o the divinity 0of theshe book lain

and aside from this the
promise waswai contained in the book it
sellgelt that whosoeveroever should pray unto
thehe lord foror a testimonyea afta divinity
shouldbould receive one
elderbider B Hjea robertsroberta waswa announced

asaa the speaker for ext week hishie lec-
ture being a continuation of theheator
subjectabject


