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ELDER MORRIS'S LECTURE.

Elder Nephl L. Mortis lectured in
the Assemhbly hull Wednesday, hie
subject being the Book of Mormon;
Trae op Fals«? 'The story of ite dle-
covery; hoWw conslructed; {internal
evidenoes of ite iruth; the testimony
of the three witneseed, The mueloc wae
fornished by members of the Teber:
nagle choir under the direction of
Pro:. Biepbene, and the solo Torn
Thee Unto Mr, War nicely rendereo
by Mies Msubel Cooper. Ahout the
Upha)] numnbhel WHE in sllendence.

eaker o beglooing referred to
Bgr,l_;ﬂ:,:pzo of tne Daclrlne_ and Cove-
nanle 10 chow What ite belie vers inelst-
ou that it was. They belleved Il wae s
record of a tailen people—the anefent
inhabjtante ©f Lhle great country,
Neow thinge, Continded the epeaker,
zenerally met with opposition and 1
Wag sp with the Book of Mormon. The
main pujection to 1L was that it was
new. when Cnlumboa made the
declaration that tbe earth was round
he was ridiculed ood  ecd fled at and it
Wags. pot until he bad proved hie
theory that men belleved him. Tbere
,Wap a tendency lnosle in munkind to
favor old or lemiller tbinge and new
thigge recelved bul very little atten.
tiom., dhe Lragic ecenes sl Nauvoo
and Carthage were cited tc show Lhe
oppcaition which the Chureh of Jesus
Christ 1o its sdvent encoumntereu.
‘Pwas sp In BEES that mre pasi
ang gone. JobD Whiteley, the morn-
lng star of the reformation hadg simi-
lar d;Mcuities to meel with, bul in
our yay Lhe oppoeition wae mueh
Rfcater in thst the inbabitante of the
earth denjed even the word of God.
The foremust objectlon urged to ihe
Buok of Mormon was that it porported
10 coplain revelativn, but thst leaving
thisaside and grantiog that revelatione
migh't continne to come, the book wae
lrae, pecauee I CBNe with proper
Ol‘ed,enl.me in thst the reveuled word
of \he Jatter-uay® pronounced its divin-
Iiy.

" Elder Morris gited Jubn the Revela.
tor wherein be forbade taking from or
adgiog to bis hookE. Jonn certainly
did pot have Teference to the New
Testament fof It wWasg nol iben
written, and even il he bad re.
ferred to that book he hroaght
copdempation upon bimeell for hev.
lng made aduftions Lo it In due course
of lime. Lo the 14tbh chepter of Rev.
siation Jobo eald be saw another
apgei filying throogh the midsl o1
Denven having the everlusting Gouspel.
The speaker also referred Lo apother
saying to ehow Lh&t 1 the bhook in
Questign bad proper oredentisls it
sbonld be scospted. -

On the evening ©of December 21,
1823, Joseph Swith kuelt in ferveni
prayer pefore the Liord and asked as to
bile slapding Wit regard to religicus
matters. In ahawer to hls prayer the
angel Moronl® appesred giving bim
aggprance that be bad made peace
with hie Meker and that there was
biddeu on a certalo  billstye, gold
plates frem which & histery of the
apcient Inbsbitants of this continent
would be traneiated, Joseph wae in-
strucled tmlly with regard to his
pouition before the Lord &ang
wap told that the work which was
before him was such that would bring
him into worli-wide prominence,

The angel appeared to the boy three
tiwnes dofing that same night relterat-
log hia former remarks each succeed-
I g time, When the day dawuneud
Joeeph went gut into the Deld to work
with bis father, tut as be was grestly
Iatigued for lack of sleep the Intter
told him to gu baek to the housze snd
rest himeeif. As Joseph wae climbing
4 fence to U0 a8 hiw iastber had bade
bim, he atombied snd fell wben Lhe
a gel sgain appeared Onote bim and
gave him a vislon i which he eaw
the Hill Cumorah wbhere the plates
spoken of were bidden, Bhortiy aftei-
warde Joseph went tothe hilland upon
ascending 1t saw LWo stopes such as he
had eeen in the vistor, He procured
a lever and raieed lbem exposing Lo
view the hoX in whblob the plates were
enclossd. He wasabont to 1uke bold
of them buttbhe angel who had agsin
appesred told hiom to leave Lhem alone
Al the same time giving him Instruc-
tions to ~iell the hiil once a year where
the augel would meet him o give him
further Instructions from time toc Lime,
Josuph ylejued slrict obedienocs to these
instruections and oo Bept, 22, 1827, four
years after the frst visil to the hill
Joseph wae given cherge of the plates
and lold Lo trapsiate the characters
thereon. Thbhus many prophecies ut-
lered by aveclent A postles wilh regara
to the rise of tbe Cnaorob io the latter
days, were verlly tulfilied, anod Lhe
work was afterwsrds tranelated, priot.
ed apu senl oul among the pecple ol
tbe earth. The book 1o ils make-up
wae ench ae o slemp It ms
anylbiog but the writings of modern
man. Itcoolaloed no melaphors nor
olb«r modern }curnalistic distinciicne,
but was an ornginal work of lesll,
pure, plaln anu eimple in ite lsn.
Lusge,

The speaker Lbhen reverted Lo Lhe
testimony of Lhe Lhree wlitnesses and
tocld how In fervenl prayer Lhey
sopght the Lord for A testimooy as to
itedivinity, and received {1, as teati-
fled to by themselvea and published 1n
the Book of Mormon. To ibis testl.
monyeach of them sabectived his name,
Otiver Cowdery, the first to elgn tbe
adgcnment, firnt seen the light of day in

Vermont, For some Llime he wasa
echool teacher, hat Jater he tock
op the trapeiatlon of the Book

of Mormon with Joseph, he writing
the wpride ne the Propbel utlereu
them., When the work was pnhiisheq
Oliver took part in the mtinoisiry aod
was ofduined a High Pricst, while at
one time he presided over the Charch
in Missouri, Lelsl, bowever, Qiiver
feli away agd WwWas ex-communicatea
o pertain charfges wnich were pre-
ferres und proved agajnst bim, Ata
conlerence held years alfterwards,
Oliver weked for and wus aranted leave
10 speak, at whiob time he testified to
having acleu as ecribe while the Book
of Mormon wap belng translated, Iop
the yoear 1848 Oliver was re-admiited
into the Qourch &nd dled.io full
fellowablp, hearing teslimeny to Lhe
divinlty oi the Book ot Bormon up to
hie lusl moment,

David Whitmer, the pext witness lo
the Bk of Mormon, became assocl-
ated with the Propbet in the yenr
1829, and wass un aclive man in the
Counrcb for reveral years, Like Oliver,
however, David fell nway frem Lbe
budy of tbhe Chureh snd wasexcom-
munleated oo the sustatning of certain

eharges agaioet him. For many years
Mr. Whitmer lived a private life in the
eity of Riebmond, Ray county, Mo.,
and ae be grew old, in crder to refote
g cellaln slatement Lhal was curlrent
at the lime, be publisbed and eigned
an sflidavit relterating ble testimony
to the divinity of tha Boi¢k of Mormon
—1% statement wbich was wilhessed
and attested to hy snmerone promi.
pent people of that city.

Martin Harrie, the other wlitness Lo
the book, became acquainted with the
Piophet nbont the jsame time as the
others, and assisted materially 1o the
publicatlon of the hook, It was be
who took charactlers from the plalea to
Prof. Acotbon for examlination, from
whom be received a certificate testify-
ing to iLeir belug genulne characters.
The proessor, bowever, when bhe
learned that Joseph bad received the
plates from an angel, asked lof the re-
torn of the certificate, and upon
gelting 1i, lore it Lo pleces staling al
the same time that reveistion had all
bsen done away with, Martio was
Hrm in bis testimony to the last.

Anotber;witness to the hook's divin-
i{ty—one whose character was nbove
reprosch s0d agsinst whom ool a
wold could be s3ld, althongh be was
cruetly maseassinated — was Joeeph
Swmitb, the Propbet of Lhe latter daye.
He llke the otbers bad given it out to
all the world thel the work wae one
which came through (God’s holy
angele, uod one which was also tesii-
fled to by elght otbers us to ite
divinity.

Elder Morris ehowed that the teati-
mony of these men was DOt given for
any mercenary motivee. Jogaged as

they were o the minisiry, Lbey
gave all tbeir time sanu Alten-
tlon to the Wwolk, as well a8

puiting forth thelr mesrs to bring
tt to the public geze. They were not
deluded because 1t was not within the
power of fraudnlently loclined peiscns
to oall apgeis from on high ae wae the
caee in this jpstaace. But -tootrary
to the rule tn caees of iraud snd ge-
ceil, Joseph wae found rebbking tbem
tor meking their religion a secondary
cooeideration and when stripped of
every vestlye of suthority, Lhey rose
up ~nd reiteraied tbe tertimony which
years before they had appended Lbelr
slg nalures to.

Anto the internal evidences of ila
divinity the speakef caljled attention
to the condition which the worid had
drifted loto duriog the two thousand
yesars ln wbich the Gospel Was up-
koown to the earth. Hundreds of
different religions depominatione bhad
sprung ur, each one Interpreting the
Berlpturea diflerently; and thls con-
dition all brought sbout through
Isck of the word of the Liord to munpe
kind upon the earth. The bringing
forth of the Book of Mormon caet this
stadow sslde and okened up Lo Lhe
minds of tnose who ylielded obedienge,
u true and proper interpretaiion of tbhe
Beriptures. People had gathered (rom
all the uations of the eaftth and bad
testified to the divinity of the hook In
question, and aside from Lhis the
promise was gontained in the book Rt-
aell that woosoever sbould pray unte
the Liord for s tesiimony ofgites uivinity
shouid receive one,

Elder B. H. Roberts was announced
as the speaker for ntXt week, his lecs
ture being & continpuation o! the reme
subjeect.



