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1. All the sects are wrong: That is,
there is not one, that has preserved the
entire truth without any error; all are
wrong in some polnt or another.

2. All thelr ereeds are an ahomlnation
in God's slght, Note that it doeg not af-
firm that everything in every creed In
an abomination; nor was It ever s0 un-
derstood by exponents of Mormonjism,
Omn the contrary, Latter-day Saints are
fully aware that there is much truth
in every creed, even 1in those of the
desplsed pagans; still the exlstence of
numerous creeds at varlance with one
another 1s not the work of the Lora,
whose Splrit teads to unity. The mul-
tiplicity of creeda, therefore, is an
abomination In His sight.

1. “That those professors are all cor-
rupt.” This is quallied In the words
that follow, thus: “They draw near|
to me with their llps, but thelr hearts
are far from me; they teach for doc-|
trine the commandments of men, hav-
ing 4 form of godilness, but they deny
the power thereof.”

Now, having stated what the so-
called baslc revelatlon of Mormonism
contains, we may confidently ask, Is it
true or false? What is the testimony of
the sacred Scriptures and of the mem-
bers of the Christian echurches, them-
gelves?

For the pathetic truth of the first
proposltion, that all the sects are wrong
in one direction or another, we fear-
lessly appeal to the consaclousness of
every enllghtened evangelical Christian.
‘Who 1s there among them that will say
that his partlecular sect is free from
doctrinal error? Do they not all admlt
that they have choSen their respective
denominations, not because they are in.
fallible on points of doctrine but be-
cause they can find nothing better? Is
it not a fact that thousands of honest
Christlans belleve that whatsoever
amount of iruth the Christian world
possesses is distributed among all the
gects, some having more and others
less? And what Is that but to admit
that all are wrong ln some particular?

¥From Mr. Nutting's own reasoning
this conclusion Is Inavoldable. If the
record shows that there i85 "essentlal®
unlty and 'essential” scripturality of
ereed in all branches of the evangellcal
church, and no more, It follows that In
all that is pot essential there may be,
or actually Is, a deviation from the

Scriptures. But to admit that tha er-
rors are only In non-essentials is to
avold S8cylla only to perish in the

whirlpool of Charybdls, unless Indeed
there is some divine authority to point
out what Is essential and what Is not.
But there Is no such authority in the
evangelical churches.
™ On the second proposition, “All thelr
creeds are an abomination In God's
slght,”” the testimony of the Scriptures
iz overwhclming. We have already
stated that we conceive this to be not
a condemnation of every doctrine de-
fined in each particular ereced. It ls, for
stance, not a condemnation ot the be-
llef in the existence of a Creator, a
Bavior or a sanctifying Spirit, nor o
anythlng else that is true In any creed;
it is an emphatie declaration of God's
disapproval of the exlatence of a multi-
tude of creeds, causing disunion among
Hle children. This Is in perfect ac-
cord with the Word of God.

In the prayer of Jesus before His de-f
parture, this petition i3 one ever to be
remembered: ‘‘Holy Father, keepl
through thine own name those whom
thou hast glven me, that they may be
one, as we are.” (John 17:11.) The
very object of the organlzation of the
Church was ‘‘unlty of the faith.” (Eph.
4:4-13.) The divislons in the so-calied
Christian church cannot escape the
censure bestowed by the Apostle Paul
aupon the Corlnthians when he 8ays:
“For while one saith, I am  of Paul

and another, I am of Apollos; are ye
not carmal?” 1 Cor. 3:4. Here the
present disrupted condition of the

Christlan world is condemned in its in-
ciplency as "carmal.” But from Rom.
8:7, we learn that a carnal mind is
“enmity agalnst God.” 'The marvelous
information to the young Prophet in his
first vision is, theretore, In perfect ac-
cord ‘with the teachings of the RBlble.
Had he been told on that memorable
occasion that all the creeds are cssen-
tlally scriptural, and therefore pleasing
in God's sight, we, on our part, would
not have been able to recognize in such
a statement the Word of God. But the
revelation carries with it the evidence
of Its authentieity, It is in full har-
mony with the Beriptures. The hand-
writlng can be recognized by all
familiar with the Word of God. As He
anclently declared through Paul that
the disposition to dlvide is an evidence
of a carnal mind and enmity against
God, s0 in this age He declared that
It Is an "abomination.”

The Christian world furnishes fur-
ther evidence for the truth of the state-
ment that the existence of so many
creeds Is an "abomlnatlon,” or at least
an evil. The work of the Hvangelical
Alllance which seemns to have resulted
in a widely feit desire among church
people to forget so-called mlnor differ-
ences and unite on some broad prinei-
ples; the existence of large religlous
bodles whleh adhere to no creeds, and
on that account gain numerous acces-
sions, are seals on the revelatlon to the
Prophet Joseph, stamplng it as truth.

‘We may, however, venture one step
further, and say that every creed that
contains error Is to that extent an abom-
inatlon, Inasmuch as error Itself Iis
abominable, and particularly 1f, as In
this case, there i8 no excuse for It, un-
less man's natural propensity to that
which ls wrong be an excuse.

But Mr. Nutting takes special excep-
tion to the spweeping statement of the
revelation concernlng ‘'those profes-
sors.” It dncludes, he argues, all the
truly Christlan men and women and
the noted salnts of all earth’s history.
We have already shown that It does
not, and that the construction put
upon it is highly arbitrary; that pri-
marlly it {s dirccted against the class
whom the Son of God denounces as
“thieves and robbers.” His argument
agalnst thie revelation iz therefore di-
rected with equal force agalnst one of
the sayings of the Son of God.

But let us for a moment suppose
that the statement 13 applicable to a
wlder sphere. Is there, In that case,
any reason for rejecting it as untrue?
Fortunately, we have several portralts
of human nature painted In bold out-
line by the Divine Master-hand In holy
writ. In Gen 6: 5 we are told that
“the wickedness of man was great In
the earth, and that every imaglpation
of the thoughts of his heart wae only
evll contlnually.” Mark the "sweep-
ing judgment’ of this revelation. This
was before the deluge. After that
catamlyem we are told (Gen. 3: 21) that
"the Imaginatlon of man's heart is
gvil from hls youth'™ Mark again the
"sweeping judgment.” About 1300
years later we flnd this: “The Lord
looked down from heaven upon the
children of men, to see If there were
any that did understand, and seek God.
They are all gone aside, they are all
together beocome Althy; there s none
that doeth good, no, not one.”” Psa.
14: 2, 3. What a "sweeplhg judgment!”
Paul draws this picture of human

nature In the flaming colors of the Old

Testament: ‘‘There is none righteous,
no, not gne. There Is none that un-
derstandeth, there ls none that seek-
eth after God. They are all gone out
of the way, they are together become
unprofitable; there i3 none that doeth
good, no, not ome. Their throat 1s an
opern Bepulcher; wlth thelr tongues
they have used decelt; the poison of

asps is under their lips: whose mouth
s full of cursing and bitterneas; thelr
feet are swift to shed blood; destrug-
tion and misery are in their ways ang
the way of peace have they not known:
there {3 no fear of God before thel-z'-
eyes.” Rom. 3: 10-18. That Is surely
the most "sweeping judgment' o all
Did Paul forget hls grandparents or
the host of truly homest men and wg-
men of his age? No, but hls inspired
pen painted a general outline of human
nature. His PUrpose was to make
man humble and to lead him on to
penitence and faith by making him
realize what he I8 apart from the di-
vine, saving grace.

It was most fitting that at tha begip-
ning of this dispensation another Pic-
ture of human nature should be dramm
by tthe Divine hand. It was mecessq
in order to prepare the way for tha
Gospel that was to call upon manking
for repentance. Without thls seqreh-
light npon the innermost recesses

our nature, the Gospel Jtselr mu‘iﬁ
seem but a small gIft, and it Is gef.

evident that as the revelation 2lven
through Paul embraced in the word
“all,” Jaws and Gentlles, 80 the revalg-
tion to Joseph, the Prophet, hag

2
reference to “those professors' ofpfﬁﬁ.‘
ous ecreeds. The revelation o which

Mr. Nuttlng objects Is a faithful coun-
terpart of revelations In which he be-
lleves, The picture is identically the
same with the exceptlon that under
the one s written in explanation of
whoae llkeness it {a: “Jews gng Gen-
tiles,”” and under the other; "Proreg.
sors of Christlan creeds.” Christiang
accept the one because hapded them
by Paul; they refude to accept the
other because handed them by Joseph
although the paintings are easjly recg '
nlzed ¢o be the works of the mame dg[:
vine Master. Thls seems to he the ex
ac‘twsl.tgmuon. . i
e ave endeavored to
what has been called the bagg):zv?l:t
tlon of Mormonlsm I8 seen to be tru;
when tested by the teachings of the
Bible. ‘We wll only add ithat jr gt is
not a true foundation, the fact that it
Is supporting a strueture aych as ¢he
Mormon Church, Is one of the greate t
miracles on record. =
NOTES.

Mormeonism does not, proper
lng, appeal to the world as Elyn:.:;ea]i:

liglon. It claims to be the
stored. Gospel re-

The young Prophet Jope
as intimated, disregard thepg!b‘};d na:,l
the contrary, it wa3 his high regara
for and falth in the Bible that led hi
to pray for light on a subject rﬁgmlgn
which he was In darkness, 5

“Teaching for doctrines the
mandments of men” s pot "mlsquot-
ed"” from Matthew. If It is a quotatipn
at all, It is on the same princliple gy
New ‘Testament wrlters “misquote™
those of the Old Testament. Theolog-
ians recognize the faet that inspired
writers In quotationa preserve rather
the thoughts than the words of the
original and where verbal variations oo
cur, both have divine sanctlon and are
Intended to convey speclal lessons. Wa
ean refer to hundreds of quotatlons [n
the New Testament In proof of this.
Scholars enumerate 263 quotations ang
376 less dlirect references, in nll 839.
Are they all "misquotations?’

com-

NEWS FROM MANILA.

The news yosterday of the death of
Trooper W, H.Hudson of battery B,
Utah Volunteers, struck with awe the
friends of Lindsey Hudson, son of €.
F. Hudson of thls city. who, on the
spur of the moment, tthought it this
young man that was kllled. Lindsey,
however, belonga to battery A, and I8



