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THE ROOT OF THE WRONG
INTENDED

thuTHE springfield mass berepub-
lican

pub
is an able newsynewspaperaper and has

said many sensible things on the
mormon question when it has

touched on points that its writers
understood recently however

4 it has uttered some very palpable
errors and has exhibited the lack
of information and sound reason
common to the american press
when touching upon this popular
topic

I1inn a long ededitorialI1 to rial uundernder the head
of anti polygamy legislation it
commends the bill introduced by
senator platt and designed to pre-
vent the mormonscormonsMormons
from voting and holding of-
fice it thinthinks this is preferable
to the cullom bill but only shows
in a general way the reason for this
preference the effect of the two
bills is exactly the same each
formulates a testteat oath framed to dis-
franchise every member of the
church commonly known as the

mormon church
the republican says
this bill franchisesdisfranchisesdis and pro-

hibits the serving on juries of two
classes of persons both law breakers
in fact or in attitudealtitude 19

does not the republican know
that the lawbreakerslaw breakers in fact
have been dis franchised since
march 22 1882 if not the ed
munds law of that date will demon-
strate the fact and the various an-
nual reports of the utah commis-
sion since that date testify to the
enforcement of the act and show
that the polygamists have refrained
from registering and voting

if the platt bill franchisesdisfranchisesdis ac-
tual polygamists then it is surplus-
age and of no effect it is labor in
vain and nothing butashamsham and
pretense it can have no object infa
purporting to do this except to give
color to the claim that it is a bill
against polygamy

what a lawbreakerlaw breaker in attitude
but not in fact is we would like the
republican to explain also we
would be pleased to have some pre

cited for the punishment of
persons who are not lawbreakerslaw breakers
in fact we do not understand
that the jurisprudence of this coun-
try has yet reached the length of
condemning and punishing persons
because they are thought likely to
commit a crime

let me alone cant ye jona-
than why I1 aint a on
ye am 11I1 1 no but you a
going to thiathi may do very well
in a burlesque picture but it will
not stand in law or logic in the
place of definitenite performance attit-
ude is one thing action isanother
and only for overt acts can a person
be lawfully punished in any way

but in this case the cormonsmormonsMorMori mons
who have refrained from breaking
the law are not even lawbreakers iina
attitude whatever that may be

they have already taken an oath
not to violate the laws of congress
in reference to sexual offenses
neither in fact nor in attitude can
they be fairly classed as law-
breakers

the republican says that with
the actual ofoffendersfeDders are classed those
who indirectly aidaldandand abet counsel
teach or advise polygamy but such
persons are already disfranchised
the edmunds tucker act of 1887
covers their case the test oath
which all voters in utah must take
shuts out such indirect participants
in the actual offenseense therefore
this also is a work of supereroga-
tion

the second class of the
chased is described as those who
do not accept the laws of utah audand
the constitution of the united
states as supreme rules of civil con-
ductlu C t

well this Isia in the same category
every voter in utah can subscribe
to that provision it will shut out
no mormon who has taken the
test oath now in force surplusage
again

where then is the objection to
the bill it is this it prevents from
voting or holding office or jury ser-
vice citizens who are not law brbreak-
ers

eak-
ers in bactin attitudeor ft any other
sense if they belong to the
church as persons who have broken
the laws or tfif they contribute any-
thing to its support

the republican quotes from the
NEWS and from the den-

ver republican as follows and says
neither of these statements is can-

did
the NEWS said

it ought to be clear to every
lover of constitutional freedom that
disfranchisementdie otof innocent citi

zens because they are members of
the same church as persons who waymay
be guilty is in spirit if not in letter
a violation of the fundamental law
and subversive of republican liber-
ty

the denverdeliver republican said

the men who are guilty of polyg-
amy in the mormon church ought to
be punished but the men who are not
guilty of polygamy ought not to be
treated as though they were guilty

wherein Is either of these state-
ments not candid doesdaes not the
platt bill propose to disfranchise

innocent citizens because they are
members of the same church as
persons who maybemay be guilty does
it not in effect politically punish
men in the mormon church

who are not guilty of polygamy
as though they were guilty
the republican says

it iss not an injustice to refuse the
suffrage to the members of the mor-
mon church so long asaa that church
teaches and abets polypolygamy9amy 11

and yet that paper calls itself re-
publican what has congress to do
with the teaching or creed orof
theories of the mormon church A
or of any other church will the
republican claim that every catho-
lic in utah ought to be franchiseddisfranchiseddis
because recent utterances from the
pope and leading of that
church have plplacediced the authority
of the church above thitthat of the
state

our posit iori and that of every
person and paper not influenced by
anti mormon prejudice so as to

be unjust and republicanun Is that
punishment either penal or
political ought not iato totet e in-
flicted except for violation of
law also that to disfranchise
men for belonging to a church
which has for one of iti tenets the
rightfulness before god of a practice
taught in the bible even though
they do not enter into that practice
and perhaps do not subscribe to the
views of the church in that one
particular is unjust n
and unwise and that it cannot be
defended except by sophistry by
disguising the actual facts and by
pretending that it is designed to ac-
complishcom something which it cannot
effect and for which it was not in-
tended

the pretense that the bill is aimed
against polygamy when it will not
punish or have effect upon a single
practical polygamist and when it
will punish both practical and theo-
retical monogamists is utterly hoibol
low fraudulent and false

the whole purpose and intent otof

the measure is to place utah in the
handsbands of a minority of its18 citizenotti zens


