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salvation of His children. Blessed are
they who ¢an retain sufficient falth and
oap stand in such close communion
with the Eternnl Fatherthat they may
be prepared for the chsnges which wili
come to thls people—greater perhaps
and more abuodant than any we have
seen duringthe sixty-three years of the
existence of this Church, We have
learned much during this period. The
trinls which today we are able to
surmount would 8 few yearango have
leg many away from the truth. We
reflect upon the incidents connecteu
with the early history of the Church
and we are sometlmeg astonlshed at
the trivial things which have leu
people into apostasy, We wonder
how it was pusaibie for men with such
brijliant gifts and with 8o many
testimonties as the early Elders receiv-
ed, to turn Bway from the truth be-
on use of the things which they had to
meet., Dul we _must r_emember that
the Church was In its infancy. Men
and women were unaccustomeud to
trig’'s. They were not sy familiar with
the providences +fGod as we today are,
and the siightest occurrence had its
effect upon the community, Men aud
womeu apostatlzed, I believe, more
readiiy and more easily in the early
days than al the present time. Justas
children are unable to endure the
fatigue nod the exertivns which are
eagy for mature men and women to
endure and to perform, so it was in the
Church in the spiritua! things of the
Kjngdom of God. As we overcome
one difficuity, 88 We are successful {n
surmonnting one obstacle, it prepares
us for a grealer one, whlch it 1s
pegesgary for us tomeet In order that
we may be tried ln all things, and
thua become prepared forthe glorious
destiny which God bas marked out for
le.
H’Ftﬂz()pdny hss brought many re-
fleciions to my mind. It seems to me
it 1s a day when our hearta should be
nejted within us in gratitude to Gud
for the numercus blessings which we
have recelved at Hils hande; a day
w hen our hearts should besoftened one
towards anotber; when there phould be
no hurd feellugs existing among the

Latter-day Saiots, Dot towards those’

who do not belong to their faith; when
there shculd be mc_leed upon earth,
peace and good will, a0 that in the
heart of every Boul the praiee may
ascend unto God, glory to God in the
bighest, for a BOR is born untoc man; a
Mesaixh has come to [te earth and
brought redemptlon Lo the human
family. It seems lo me that thia
js a time when nll paat animosities
should be burled, every feeling that
is not Christ-like should be removeud,
and the example which our Bavior
set yu shouid be so firmly impressed
ppon our bearts thal it will constrain
us in the future to seck the servie. of
our feilowmen; to Beek to do them
good, in:bead of harm; that if we have
wronged & brnther or a risterin the
past, it may come up before ua this
day and fuspite in our hearla & feeling
of repentance for that wrong, and &
determipation upon our part that we
wii], to the extent of our power, make
cod the wrong which we have dooe.
Tf we have taken that from out fellow-
man whieh did not belong to us, that
the Spirit of God may move upon our
heuris to auch ap ¢« Xtent that we will
be wllllng not only torestore the thing
which we have taken, but fourfold In

value; and that we will, if it takes
everything that we possess on he
eartbh, or if 1t humbles us in the dust
belore our fellowmen, atone here upon
the earth for the slns which we have
committed; that when the day comes
that the volce shall go forth that we
are to go hence and meet our Father
to give un account for the deeds done
In the body, we shall have made
atonement on earth as far asit lay in
our power for the sins which we have
committed. Then we can appeusr be-
fore our Maker feeling that His meroy
wiil beextended towards us for those
weaknesses and imperfections to which
ali flesh ia heir, This day should cause
ue to reflect upen our situation, and the
piace we oocupy in the hearts of our
feilowmen, ave we wronged them?
Have we given them offense? Have
we placed ourselves in a position that
they ean justly attack ur? Have we
misused the FPriesthood which God
has given us? Have we exercised un-
rightecus dominion over our fellowe?
[fs0, this day, of all othera, which is
celebrated as the birthday of our
8avior, should moveupon our hearts to
consider our pouition aud amend our
ways, that the future may find us
more dtrictly following the path
which God has marked out for His
esrvants to pursue,

Thie glorious Guspel has made of ue
one family. It has brought the high
man down into a humble position. It
has brought the exaited manwho have
received iis teachlngs down and put
him ona level with the poor man who
has had scarcely sufficieut food to keep
poul and body together. [t has made
of us & coinmon brotherhood. We are
the children of God. We know that
He iz our Father; and though there
may exist ameng men a difference of
degrees, 8 difference of poaition, a dif.
ference of weaith, yet In the Church
and in the sight of (Jod we are equal,
We are  oDe, we are brothers
and sisters. We capnot affurd,
therefore, in view of these thinge, to
deal unjustly one with another, to ofs
fend each other, to create divieions
among us, of to have our hearts set
one against another. Qur power wiil
be wealened If we do so. It seems te
me that if there ia any testimony
necessary to convince the world that a
reformatien has commenced auch as
has nevet pocurred in the earth, it is
the tact thatthia Gospel of the king-
dom fs being preached to the poor
among men, When the disciples of
Jonn went to learn if Jesus was in-
deed the Christ, the word wua eent
baok, as evidence that He was, Lhat
the poor mmong men had the Goapel
preached unto them. Oh, If it were
oot for this Goepel of the Bon of God
bow terrible would be the condition et
the poor in the earth today! When
weo look abroad and eee the oppression
that exists in the world smoug those
who koow not Christ, and a feeling
that men who possess wenlth are toaudd
therete regardless of the eutlering
which it entsilsupon theirfellewun en;
wheu we #ee the hand of oppression iaiu
heavily upon those whoare In distress,
where ¢cau we turn tor hope, or find
peace and Joy, excect in this Goapel of
the Son of (od, which teaches us that
1t is necessary fur men lo impart of
their substance unto the poor and
veedy, that there may ! ¢ nosuilering
among the children of QGou? Does it

not lift up our hearts and fill them with
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praize and thenksgiving to the great
Creator, who has devised such a pisn
for the temporal salvation as well as
the eternal exaltation of His children?

Anpd sa no standard of weslth has
been get up by which mnen are meas-
ured who enter this Church, so, tco, no
standard of education is necessary for
8 person Lo enter into the fold of Christ.
The ignorant, the unleastned, the unp-
lottered, are a8 welcoms to the Church
and to the fellowehip of the Bpint of
Gtod as are the most wise smong men.
Yet the Goapel tenghes us that we can-
pot le saved in ignorance; that we
cannot remain sn lgworant psople and
recelve exaltation. But it is 5 fagl
that a8 soon A8 a person jolns this
Church and receives the truth, im.
mediately a spirit takes possession of
bim to advance uand progress in
koowledge and understanding., Joseph

Bmitb, though, as we often sy,
an unlettered youth, became one
of °~ the mest learned among

bis fellowe, because the Gospe! which
God revealed to him tzught him that
advancement was necessary, Nor
did he conflne bimsslf to the apiritual
things, 48 we call them, but he devoted
his time-and applied his talents to the
acqulisition of that knowledge which is
estesmed amonyg the pesple of the
world, 8o it is with every true Latter-
day Baint, The Gospel inspires us to
continued exertion in the acquirement
of Enowledge, and especially of i1hat
knowledee of God whioch teaches
men not only of things which pertain
to the eternal worlds, but ailso of
things which pertain to our earibly
existence—knowledye of mstrovomy,of
art, of eciepce, and of sverything
which wiil benefit and bless and make
happy the people of the world. The
Gospel nlse teaches ua to have love for
vur fellowmen; not to curse them, but
to blers them. How was it with our
Lord and Mastei? We read thatupon
one occaslon, whem he found men
desecrating the House of his Father,
he took a scourge and drove them
therefrom. But 1t was not so when
they attecked Him, when they sought
Hls destruction, wheu he wes bes

trayed hy n kiws, It wxs not then
that exhihited anger and
passion. It was_ oply In defense

of His Father and His Father’s house,
and not when He himsel! was op-
pressed, bealen and crucifled., Ho it
should be with the Latter-day Sainte.
Flrm they should be in the defeuse of
truth and of the work of Gou; Arm In
defending the character sf their breth-
ten and sisters and in protecting the
reputation of the servants'of the Lord;
diligent In seeking the counsel of Got',
and then carrying it out, and not ad-
ministering abuse to the people of the
earth. Why, if we were allowed to
judge, 1 am afraid that we would show
a spirit of intclerance which ill
becomes the Balots of God; and there-
fore [ amn thankful that things have
happened In the midst of the Liatler-
day Saints whereby they are brought
in contzet with the world, and that
they are made to suffer, to some extent,
that they may learn charity and love
for their fellowmen, and be possessed of
the apirit of longsuflering and hu-
mlilty. We read In the Declrine and
Covenanle that to ws the duty
is given to forgive =&ll men;j
but tu the Liord it is resvrved to for-
give whom He will. The world
will be Baved. They will receive



