DOINGS OF CONGRESS.

Jan. 6th, 1862. 1
presented the credentials of the
Jjamin Stark, who was appo

Ill the \racautj’ cauﬂed br thﬂ' dﬂalh D‘f Sﬁﬂltﬂl‘ ]
|

Mr. Fessenl n moved that the administr:-

Baker.

tion of the oath be suspended for the present,
and the credentials of Mr Stark, together
with certain papers wh.ech he (Iessenden
he d in his hands, be referr.d to the Judiciary
Committte. The papers were well attested
by ma y of the most respectable portions of
the inhabitanis of Port and, and state that
Mr. Stark is understood to be an open and
av wed secessionist; that he defen s the
cause of the South, and had given utterance
to statements at war with the Governmen!;
such as approving the attack on Fort Sumter,
and declaring that in case of war he w uld
gell has properiy and go South and fight for
the rebels. ;

Mr. Bright said there was no precedent to
such a motion.
where a Senal«r had been refused the oath.
He thought that the Senator had belter be
sworu and then iet the Senate take cognizance
of the latter preperly. Never had baser
falsehocds been offered than th -se in regard
to himself which had beeun sent to the Sen .te
here.

Mr. Fessenden said it was true there was
not a precedent, but the state of the country
was without precedent, and we had now to
make precedents. These papers in reference
to Mr S.ark were well attested by his neigh-
borhood and townsme,

Mr Sumner said the cas® was unprecedent-
ed. The Senate is now examining the loyalty
of certain members.

Mr. Bayard said that there were men in
the Senate in 1812 that were «pposed to the
war with Great Britain and with the action
of the Governwment.

Mr. Bright said that he supposed he was
referred to by the Senator from Massachu-
getts, (Mr. Sumner). At any rate he was in
the categor.. He (Bright) was glad to hear
the Senate was examining, and, so far as he
was concerned, he was only sorry that tuey
were so slow. He was «nxious for a result.

Tue credentials of Mr. Stark, anid the papers

presented by Mr, Fessenden, were laid on the
tible. -
Mr. Wilson presented a pe'iti n from ecili-
zens of Pennsylvan a, that Jobn C. Fremont
be appointed Lieut. General; also, a petition
in reference to Gen. McKinstry, representing
that he was confined in prison closely, in vio-
lation of the rules of war.

In the House, on the 6th, Mr, Roscce Conk-
ling rose to a question of privilege, and called
at en ion to the faet that, on the second da
of the session, a resolation was adopted wi
reference to tbe battle ¢f B IP’s Bluff. The
1esolution prop sed no investigation into any
future transactions whatever. It simply re-

nes ed the Secretary of War to inform the
gluune whether any steps have been taken to
ascertain who are respounsible for the disas-
trous affair at Ball’s Bluff. The resolution
was handed to the Adjutant-General, whe
gubmitted it to the Commander-in-chief., He
(Conkling) was unwilling to believe that the
Comman er-in-chief hai read the resolution,
because he could not impute to him a design

to trifle with the House and return an evasive {

answer.

The auswer to the resolution did not inform
the House that steps had been taken to show
who wa+ to blame for the BalPs Bluff disaster.
Th= response was evasive. Now, this was a
disregard of the privileges of the House,
which cught to receive, and requires a prompt
notice, unless we conse..t to a trampling on of
oir rights. We should watch with jealous
eye the right «f wholesome inquiry. The
inguiry related to a great national calamity,
to the most atrocious mi itary murder ever
committed in our his ory, to the mes: humilia-
t ng trinmph of i1he 1ebellion—a blunder so
gross that every man can see it, and no cne
Las ever dare! to deny or defend it, Besides
the defeat and the large loss of arms and
munitions o' war, there was a sacrifice of nine
hundred and thirty men. It was to inquire,
whether the military au'horities have 'aken
any steps whatever toascer:ain who is respon-
eible for tne slaughter of the sons of New
York of Massachusetis and of Pencaylvania.
General S one; who was at the time com-
mand, is 1« member of the regul.r army. Col.
Baker was a volunteer, The respective
friends of these generals have raised a ques-
tion as to the merits of the case involving the
efficiency of regulars and volunteers.

Mr. Conk ing, in the course of his remarks,
gaid that the government is spending $2,000,-
000 a day, with over six hundred thousand
men in the field. Whenever we bhave made
an advance we have besn outpumbered and
ignominiously defeated, and yet the House
and the country are denied the rizbt of k' ow-
ing who are responsible. If we can’t have
ind muity for the past, in the name of human-
ity le. us have gecurity for the future. L=t us
know who is responsible for the digraceful
disaster at Ball’s Bluff. Mr. Conkling pro-
cceded graphically to describe the militar

L

mov~ents in connection with the battle of
BaiPs Biuff, and its repulsive featu-es, saying,
among other things, the scene was a “hell of
fire.”? 0
Mr. Richardson inquired whether this w2
%i‘lll'iﬂﬂ of privilege, = -
be Speaker submitted the question to the
House, which decided that it was.
A lengthy diseu«sion followed, which was

{1

In the Senate Mr. Nesmith |
Hon. Ben-
in‘ed a Senator to

'Mr. Conkling’s resolution was a
) against 64,
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aid on the table, which was disagreed to™—
yeas 37, nays 71.

Mr. Ricbhardson offered an amendment to
Mr. Conkling’s_resolution, thatthe Secretary
of War also report to the House, if compati-
ble with the public interests, wLn is Tespon-
sible for the defeat at Wilson’s Creek, near
Springfield and Lexington, which was a'so
disagreed to; 49 against 81. :

dopted; 79

. Jan. Tth. In the Senate Mr. Chandle - pr. -
sented a petition for the exchange of prison-
erai

Mr. Wilson from the Military Commi ee,
 reported back the bill in regard to the p-
pointment of sutlers, with amendments w .icl
was ordered to be printed,

Mr. Hale offered a resolution that the
Naval Commiitee be instructed to inquire now
the practice was prevaile! in the navy of
making purchases through other than reeog-
nised agents, and if any such has been made,

He never knew of a case |

l

whether !arger prices have been pa d, which
was agreed to. :

Mr. Hale also gave no‘ice that he should
introduce a bill to punish f{rauds on the
Treasury.

Mr. Powell introduced a bill to abo'ish the
franking privilege.

On motion of Mr. Sherman the bill to n-
creage the number of cadets at West Point
was taken up.

The question was, on the amendment, that
the cadets be dismissed if defficient in their
studies, which was disagre d to.

Mr. Trumbull opposed the passage of the
bill. He believed il was owing to Wesat Point
officers that the war has languished as it has.
If West Point was abolished military tactics
would be taugh’ all over the country.

Mr. Clark said that he should not vote for
the bill now, but he could not join in the tirade
against West Point. Treason has been
tau-ht in the Senate of th: United States
more than it bas at the school at West Point
Mr. Grimes said there never was a greater
mistake in supposing that the West Point

i

|

y | beld in close custody as traitors, in a fortress

 ledge of the manner and all the circumstances

nursery was tre-sen. The facts showed the
reverse. For twelve years the leaders of the
rebellion had control of the army, and the
government itself taught the rebellion the
manner in which it conducted the army
affairs.

Mr. Lane said the greatest trouble was
that we have n board to separate th- stupid
from those who have brains. The greatest
trouble we h.ve is the stupidity of the army
officers, and 'heir want of common sense.

Mr. Doolittle thought the b st reform that
could be introduced was to see that promo-
tions come ui from t'e ranks of the army.
One obj ction he had to West Point, was i's
exclusiveness.

for the sake of economy. We L:al the grati-
fying spectacle of balf a million of men re dy
te make war on the rebels, and another half
midion wailing to steal romething. He
th ught it would be better to emulate the ex-
ampﬁa of Napoleon and elevate the thieves on
the Treasury by the necx.

Mr. Hale said there was an army ready to
make war on the Treasury, and they had al-
re:dy made a brilliant campaign. He (Hale)
said it with shame, that many of the highest
officers of the government were not exempt
from the censu e which ought to res on this
army. He thought it would have to come to
punishing the thievis on the Treasury by
death, We must practice e oncmy. H-
(Hale) would do anzth'mg to wake the govern-
ment to the sense of the evil of the attacks
on the Treasury. Something must bz done to
purge the government of the thieves and rob-
bers on tue treasury. or else we shall have a
rebe lion in the North. He declared that if
the war was not against the rebels on the
other side, it should be against the plunde:ers
on this side, He callcd on every man who
thought he had a country, todefend it against
blows mo e deadly than those struck by the
rebels. The peril is at home among our-
gelves.

The discussion continued at some l mrth,
when the 8 nate refused to pass the bill by
yeas 12, nays 25.

On the motion of Mr. Wilson the bill in re-
lationto the arrest of persons who claim to
be held to service or labor, by officers of the
army ar navy, was taken up.

r. Saulsbury moved to postpone
defini'ely, which was disagreed to,
The bill provides that any officer detaining
guch persons be discharged from service.

On motion of Mr. Carlisle the bill was
postponed for the present,

In the Hou:e on the 7th. A Message was
received from the President cowmmunmicating
the papers in the Trent aff .ir.

A motion was made to refer them to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

Lr

it in-

—

Mr. Nesmith was glad to hear an argument |

national history have we strutted insolently
into a quarrel witbout right and then basely
crept out of it without honor, and thus for
the first time has the American eagle been
made to cower before the British lion. Sir, a
vassal or f ttered and terror-stricken press,
or servile and sycophantic poli iciavs in this
House or out of it, may applaud the aet and
fawn and flatter and lick fhe bhand which has
smitten down our honor into the dust. But
the people now or hereafter will demand a
terrible reckoning for this most unmanly sur-
render,

A prolonged discussion followed, in which
Some warm expressions were uttered.

Mr. Stevens moved the previous question,
under the operation of which the documents
were referred to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

- g e
Direct Taxation.

For the first time in the history of thia
country, is has become necessary for the gov-
ernment to fevy direct taxes, on a scale of gi-
gantic magnitude. Besides the revenue from
taxes up 'n imports, the government requires
at least one hundred millions of dollars a year
to be raised by direct taxation. To enable
the country to realize this vast amount, every
thing taxable should be taxed. All profes-
sion, all incomes, all real estate, all personal
El'upﬂt}f, should b: taxed within due limits,

nt to an extent hitherto unprecedented on

thisg side of the Atlantic,

ma:iy not find it necessary to levy such minute
and exorbi'ant taxes as those of England,
where, according to Sidney Smith, people have
been taxed upon every cenceivable nec ssity,
comfort, convenience and luxurv, from the
cradle to the grave; where the schoo boy
whips a taxed top; wh re the y-uth rides a
taxed horse over a taxel road; where the old
man is medicined with taxed drugs, makes his
will on taxed paper, dies on a taxed bed, and
is buried on a taxed coffin; but still, as the
remedy is necessary and unaveidable, we hope
the government will make it strong encugh to
be completely efficacious.

Receipt stamps,window lights,gold watches,
books, newspapers and new-paper advertise-
ments, borses and carriages, lo tery dealers,
grogshops, banks, insurance companies, in-
corporatians, brokers’ stalls;—every thing
and every body taxable should be taxed.—
Those wh) can affori to drive or ride fine
horses about the Central Park should be made
to pay one bundred and fif y dollars a year for
each animal and the privilege. Those who
can afford to keep cats and dogs should pay
a dollar per head for the enjoyment. Those
who can afford to carry watches and be inde-
pendent of the City Hall clock should pay for
their conv-niences. To say that the people
will pay these taxes is but saying th«t they
will do what it is impossible to avoid. To
say that they will pay these taxes cheerfull
and willingly is but to say that they love their
country; that they are glrateful for pastim-
mmities, benefits and bl ssings derived from
their country, and that they desire to have
their country preserved and perpetuated. We
should be grateful that the government affords
every man an opportunity to d» something for
his country—to make sacrifices—to submit to
privations for his country’s sake. The coun-
try has never asked any s ch thing before.

Je government

Direct taxation now aflords every stay-at-

home patriot a chance to be a hero.

It willdo all of us good "to be obliged to
pay cash down for our privileges. It will
teich us to prize, to appreciate, to enjoy, to
cherish them more. e shall learn to guard
them better from corrupt politicials and swin-
dling lobyits, who sow the seeds of treason.
Ballots will seem more valuable after we
have fairly paid for the balls and bullets
which careless, wrong or neglected votes have
rendered necessary. The rebels are learnine
to appreciate the preciousn ss of a good and
free gove nment by the sacr.fices they have to
endure in their insane effort to destroy the
Union. We will learn precisely the same les-
son by the sacrifices we shall be obliged to
endure to preserve the Union. North and
Sou'h we shall have better patrio‘s, better
men, better Americans and a better country,
when the war is over and Seace again brings
plenty.— [ New York Herald.

—il i —

— At the World’s Horse Fair, to be held in
Chicago in September next, there will be pre

miums of $1,000 for r:nning hurses, 3,000 for
equestrian performances by women, and
others for different classes.

—The pan;nrt system is most strictl
carried on in Poland. To get a passport to
leave the country costs a Pole four handred

1ules, which is about two hundred and eighty
dollars.

—The Earl of Aberdeen has abolished the

Mr. Vallandigham said, I avail myself, Sir,
of this the earliest opportunity offered to ex-
press my utter and etrong condemnation, as
{ one of the representatives of the people, of

the act of the adm nistration in surrenderinz
up Messrs. Mason and Slidell to the British
government. Fo-six weeks, sir, they were

|

of the United States, by order of the Secre-
-ary of State, and with the approval and a

nlause of the press, of the public men, of the
navy department, of this House, and of the
people of the United States, with a full know-

of their capture; and yet in six days after the

me laws on his estate, allowing his tenan-
E'ay to hunt game as they please.

~—The Chicago Tribuneaccounts forGeneral
Phelps’ stra ge proc amati n by saying that
‘““he was aware how wide a range his prede-

| cessors in proclamation had traveled over, and

he desired to occupy the rest of the ground.”

—A man who applied for relief for himself
and family at Hartford, a few dayssince, was
found to have been married 13 years, during

‘which time he had been b’essed with 13 chil-

den, includiag one set of triplets and four sets
of twirs.

imperious and peremptory demand of Great

articipated in by many member; after which
r. Blair mor ¢ ’

that the whole subject be{hostile fleet, and thus for the

&

B-itain, they were ahjectly surrendered upon | miilion dollars,
the mere rumor even of the ‘!ll_ftpm_wh_,q; a|as soon as ‘ the vote of the nat
time in our | Lim to the throne of his ancestors,

—Don John of Bourbon, the Spanish Preten-
der, has issued a “decree” for a loan of twenty

promising to repay it tenfold

ghall call 'of the building, which will
|8 come 500 feet high.
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A H ing Crusty.
ushandg_mng ty

A few days since a boatman who plies his
‘ocatien on the bench near ency Square,
having imbibed somewhat too freely, on go-
inZ home became so offended and rantanke-
rous at an observation that was made by his
sober, and therefore bis better half, that Le
smashed all the crockeryware on his meal
table, and Lft the bouse vowing that he
would never return again. For a day or
two he kept bis horrid resolve, and his house
for a treat in consequence, was the abode of
peace, Nay, so satisfied was his wife at his
absence, that learning his unoccupied time
was spent at a beer-shop at the bottom of
Queensberry-mews, she the second day of his
absence made a pie and sent to him. To
him it seemed a species of peace-offering, and
the sight of it restoring to his mind many
previous pro fs of his wife's affection for him,
a tear stole involun‘arily from his eye, his
weather eye; but he hady an hunger, which
the tempting pie seemed d sposed to allay, so,
having obtained a knife and fo'k and asked
some of his mates present to partake of his
dinner with him, be commenced the process
of carving, when, lo, he found the contenis to
consis: of the broken crockery which had
been his legacy to his wife and family pre-
vious to his departure. The pie is still at the
beer-shop; but the stupid fellow has return-
ed home, it is to be hoped, a better and a
wiser man. A person who was present at
the opening of the “witlow pattern” sarco-
phagus, related an instance somewhat similar
that had come to his notice. It was of a
man who, on going home aund finding his
dinner was not ready, gave his wife a beating,
a proce:s whicu she bore with fortitude. %l:
seemed to him, on going home to dine the
next day, that the operation which he had
performed bad had a m st beneficial effect,
as bis pudding was already on the talle smo-
king hot. To hisdismay, however upon open-
inz it he found its contents only a rope. Hein-
quired to know the meaning of it, when his phi-
loso hical wife informed himthat she had more
thought for him than he had for her, inas-
much as the previous day he had given her
the rope raw, whereas she had gone to the
trouble of cookingz it for bim. Ever after
dinners in that line were never required at
that house.

—oilh T W e ——

IMPAIRMENT oF MEMoRrY.—In certain mor-
bid conditions of the brain, connected with
organic altera ions or disordered conditions of
the celebral circulation, the patient loses for a
riod all knowledge of his native tongue.
atients in a state of delirium have been
known to addresstbeir physiciansin the Latin
Ianguagn. It is said that Dr. Johnson, when
dying. forgot the words of our Lord’s prayer
in Engl sh, but attempted to repeat them in
Latin. Dr. Scandel a, an Italian gentleman

Y | of considerable scholastic qualities, resided in

America. He was master of the Italian,
French, and English languages. In the be-
ginning of the yellow fever, which termin .ted
his life in the city of New York,in the automn
of 1798, he spoke English only ; in the middle
of bis disease he snoke French; but on the day
of his death he spoke Italian, the languagze of
his native country.

—n 8 ®

Uxir oF HoRrseE PoweRr.—Angwer to queries
from several readers of the .dgriculiurist. The
average power of aberseisreckoned as equiye
alent to the raising of 32,000 pounds one foe.
per minute, and this is the unit of measure in
estimating the power of steamengines, &e, A
horse walking at the rate «f four miles an
hour, travels 332 feet per minute. Goi' g at
his rate, he would only have to pull on a rope
sufficient to draw upa weight of 91 punds
(nea ly) to exert the same power as would be
required to raise 32,000 one foot in a full min-
ute. Ii traveling only three niles an hour, the
constant weight to lift would be 120} pounds,
If traveling ten mi es an hour, the average
draught would be about 3614 pounds. By re.
c-nt enactment, the Aust:ian Government has
fixed the legal horse power £.r that empire at
32,082.85 pounds, (or nearly 33,000 pounds)
raised one foot per minute.

—ag e

Orrice SEExING.—As grasshoppers fo
young clover - as crows to carrion—as tad-
poles to horse-ponds—as dogs to persimmons
—as# Frenchmen to spoiled meat,and Germaus
to lager b er—as Yankees to clock-selling or
nizgers to raising gourds—so, yea, even so,
‘o office-seeke s cleave to,howl for, erave and
‘““hanker arter,” the offi‘es in the gift of the

Y |patriarchal Abraham. A 1cannot have what

they desire, and if one out of every thousand
applican's get an appointment with a salary
of fifty dellars a year, the old king who made
gold of everything be touchpd, if he butt up
against mou tains every five minutes in the
day, couldn’t pay off Lincoln’s employeee for
two weeks in the ?'ear. .
The harvest truly is great, but the labor-
ers are wol few -the offices are numerons,
but “what are so few among se mamy ?—
'Tis like the desce t of a drove of stirving
wolves upon a single bed bug.-~Exchange. -

- 8>

— A chemical invention to take the plaee of
steam has been submitted to the Emperor by
a French savant, who claims that it is with-

-out odor, requires no fuel, and twenty barrels
of it will carry a vessel to India,

—The French Nalional Exhibition of 1865
will be the greatest ever undertaken, Sir
Joseph Paxton will bave eharge of ‘be ereclion

be provided with




