THE DESERET

A GOuD RECORD.

“The Balt Lake Yribune has been for
months using ite anti-Mermon colutuns
to iiap upon me nunlimiled an maliga-
ant abuse. In every instance it has
been withont c¢ause. I have never
been the nggressor and have ounly an-
swered after quietly waiting {for mionthis
lo find opportunity to enter the fietd.

ing to hear me. But instead of tarn-
ing agaivsi me, the people said: “‘Wo
see no evilence of wrong in this man
and we will stand by him untii you
prove your charges.” In open meet-
ing, wherein this mau who had been
engaged to fight e was present, Lhe
people, a large audience, demanded an
investigalion. A committee of tle
best known and reliable citizens of

WEEKLY.

That paper has inthoated that I had | Kalamazoo was nontinated aud select-
been engaged in eome desperaic thing | ed by unanimons vote of the audience
“back east’? in ‘*Michigun.”” I have|to hear and investizate any charges
over and over challenged a publication | that might be preferred against me.
of whatever it is they think they pos-| In addition, the people invited me to
sers. Hollister has publicly admitted | remain and coutinue my lectures,and I

that he had been trying to discover
something against me, Still nothing

remajined there nine months.,
That comalnittee at once met and or-
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goommittee, therefore, for these reasons
also, after an impartial in vestigation, heg’
leave to report that none of the charges
against Mr. Ellis have been sustained
and that ho is still worthy of your -on-
tidence and estecm.
[Signed.] L. . Buradd, Chairman,
Muviik DESKNBERG,
A. J, HoLMes,
I. N. STEARNH,
A.J. BHAKESPRARE,
Si1Las HUBBARD.
Karamazoo, Mich.; Committee.
Jun, 30, 1888.

If, now, the Trébunc,or any others of
the anti-*'Mormon’’ ring that has been
trying for many mouths to force e
out of Salt Liake beecause I would not
tjoin 1o the eclamor against the

comes but insinuation. They seem to ganized aud noiified my defancers fhat | “<Normon?? people, hog any doubt us
proceed upon the assupiption that a | it was ready to hear and invesfigate to the justiceof this report, I make unto

lie well stuck to becomes a3 potent as
truth. Personally, L do not bother
myself as to what these fellows may
print, but as they are trying to destroy
the good efteot of my work in Utal,
I desire, in the intevest of that werk,
to make known what it was I did in
Michigan that this paper is hinting at
as deregalory to me.

Readers of the Npws may rvecall my
letters concerning the Indians of the
Isabella reservaiion. in Michigan. I
said but little in thoge letters as Lo the
persecutions I have suffered becanse of
my work for those poor ludians. I
staled that after long effort I secured
the attention of the DPresident and
through him obtained an investiga-
tiou. That done, I turned ithe work
over to the agénta of the government.
I had spent four years on that worl
ahsolutely “without money apd with-
out price.”” I had held to it with a
strange and stubbarn tenacity that I
cannot myself explain. I wasa pour
man and “getting on in yeara.”’ The
Indians could not appreciate what I
was doing for them. There was not
even “‘thank-ycu® in it for tue, and yet
I “‘stayed?’ with the “jol*’ until I had
indueed the United States government
te e¢eome my relief. Then I
set out to reinforce my depleted purse
by lecturing,

I went to Kalamazoo, Michigan,
where I had been years before, and ob-
tained of the trustees of that institution,
the Unitarian ehureh, which had been
shiut up for several years, ia which to
give four lectures. I{alamazoo is only
about 150 miles from the Isabella reser-
vation, and the riug-leader of the
thieves whom I had exposed got his
wifein K. Before I had given my
four lectures that man had heard of
my work in K., and hastened there to
inaugurate a fight against me, the
same fight which was beguu on the
reservation where, as I have gaid in
previous articles, the thieves started a
paper and hired a most disreputable
character to blackguard mie, The lea-
der of the thieves, as I have said,
came to [Kalamazoo aund employed a
broken-down lnwyer, and “the mean-

est man in town” fo Hght me.
He came into oue of my mest
ings and aftempted to create =&

rioy by making charges against
me in the name of the men who had
fought me on the reservation. He
flooded the town with seurrilous publi-
cations, He sneaked about the city
among my friends, as persons whom [
could name have done in Salt Lake,
tryingtocreate prejudice against me

their eharges against me. The com-
mittee was given but {iiree weeks hy

the people in whieh to make their in-;

vestigations, but it extended the time
and spent four weeks on the worlk, in
order to give my opponents xll the
time they needed to obtain their evi-
dence and make their cuse.
end of oue moulh the columittee made

{its report to an audience that, as you

| can readily imagine, crowded the

building In which I was fecturing lo
its utmost (',.‘paclty. That I may not
-he accused of 1naking a statemont in
| my owun favor I will quote the closing
paragraphs of the committee’s report:

“When the committce conipared tho
ovidence received from Mount Plensaot
in Mr. Iitlis’ favor with that against him
and took into vonsiderration the charactor
|of the man who published the charges
against him, there was but one straight-
forward, honest 1hing Lo duo, and that was
1o aequit him.

“Tho cotamitlec beps lo say farther
that tho documentary tostimony put in

ont both sides is =0 voluminons as to

make it iinpricticable to ombody it in
this report, but gives tho society (for
which Mr. Ellis was lecturing at that
{inie) full assurunes that convincing and
l nmuestionable proof was offered to don-
vict My, Wlis® priocipal defamer; thatis,
|oue A. N. Brown, of baving hoen for-
many vears a vindietive, malieious and
untruthfinl man, whose word will not be
| belreved under oath.

fiOn tho other haud, Mr. Eliis' eharac-
ter, not only in Mount Pleasant, but el=c-
whore for the past thirly yoars was shown
by unquestionable l¢siimony to have
been good.

“Tror all these rensons your colltmittos,
aftor a full, enveful and impar:ial investi-
wation of the chirges preferved uagainst
Mr. Ellis, would report that the said
charges have not heen sustaiued.

“Tiio commniitles would say further that
much of the testimony placed bolfore it
pointed to the followin ¢ a3 the cunse of
this attack npon Mr. Eills: .

“Soverul years ago, that is, in the year
1883, Mr. Ellis began an investigation  of
frauds and wrongs perpetrated npon the
Indians of the Isabella Connty roserva-
tion. Asa result of hizs work a bumber
of Mt Pleasant men, anong whom are
soveral of the owoners of the DMt
Pleasant Trébune, are now indicted
in Unlted States eourts wih o
prospeet  of cooviction.  This  fuet
| in the estimation of many rcliable men
| in Mt. Pleasant, is tho ebief vauso of the

Tribunc's attacli. Butin addition lo this,
it is elear to the committee that Mr. Ellis’
theologienl beliefs, while not in them-

solves necessarily fulse or wrong, welo. |

| 83 2 miatter of net, very ohjectionable to
[ many trinitarian belicvers; and  tho
charges against Mr. Ellis ave in the main
due, not to any immorality in his charag-

At the:

l them the following propositicn:

Appoint for yourselves one, two or
any number of your men {allowing ine
to appoint au equal ogwber, both
parties heing instructed to unite in the
appointiment of a chairman not of
either party) and I will procure and
place before those men the evidence
upon which the I{alamazyo m n based
their conclusion, and theonly con-
dition I will impoze is that the Balt
Lake Tyibune, daily and weekly, shall
publish: the finding of (hcse men in
Balt Lake.

Having vo faith that they will do
|anything so honorable T wish to in-
corporite as a part ol this arliele a letter
from the ¢B. F. Underwood,”’ who in-
troduced me here, to the ehairman of
that committee. DMr. Underwoed, I
wish to gay, is n mun of nationai re-
putaticn as a lecturet and writee. He
was for years editor of /e Indecx in
Boston; later he fonnded i1fie Open
Court in Chicago and Liaa Dbeen
editorial writer for other eminent
Chicago papera. Heis a - Freethinker??
|ofllmt. class that places the vimphasis
on the “thiaker,” agzuming that all
menare or vughtto be in this country
‘““free.”> Away back in the seventies
he was in Salt Lake and his fudex is
the only ¢ liberal’” paper that [ know
of that has spoken editoriaily in favor-
able terms of the Mormon people. But
now for Mr. Underwood’s letter.

86 SoUTH PAGE STREKT,
Cimigaao, Dec. 17, 1887,
L. G. Bragg, Knlamazoo, Mich.:

Dear Sir—1In veply to your loiter of in-
quiry dated Dee. 16uh, I have to say that I
hope yon will carry out your landable
purpose of kccging Mr. Liliis at work for
your socicty, Ifo is an earhest liberal
thinker who has tho gourage ot his cou-
vietions, and is able to present them with
vigor and in a literary form that com-
mands the attontion 0f men and women
of intelligence and culture. I hope you
will pay no attention to “vague and in-
definite’ rumors. No man who opposes
bumbug and sham a3 Mr. Eilis bas done
can hope to escapo mMigrepresentation and
¢alwmny. I bavo known hini many
years and I know unothing ‘‘derogatory to
{ his ¢character.” I believe his tfe will

coinparo fwvorably with that of sny of
the mon who aris nttompting lo prejudico
you, and the Kalamazoo socicty, agalnst
pint. I should eall wpon them to muke
their ¢hargos definite and to aceompany
them with proois before allowing them to
have any woight whu' ever.

Truly yours,
[Signed] B. I'. UNDERWOOR.

I waunt tosay fuither thatin May.1889,
a meddlesome person in Balt Lake,

suflicient to deter the peoplo from com- | ter, hut 10 his theological Hercaies. Your 'learning tifrough rumor of this fight



