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THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

veins, which reaches the extremities of
our i;)odies, and tells our whole being
ithat this is the work of God. This
testimony it is possible for each to ob-
tain and to retain by a constant observ-
-ance of the requirements of the Gospel
of the Son of God. | have beard men
Telate that they have prayed to see
angels, and they have seen angels
through their repeated importunities
before God. Those same men today
are outside of the Church. I haveknown
men who have testified that they have
seen the dead raised unto life; but
these same men are today outside of
the Church. I have known men to
testify that they have spoken in tongues,
and that they have prophesied; they are
today outside of the Church. I know
men and women who have not seen or
heard any of these things that were
renarkable, but have had a testimony
of the Spirit, and they are still in the
Church, firm, to all appearances, as
these everlasting hills that surround us.
Their feet are grounded upon the rock
-of revelation, and they never seek the
Lord in prayer but they receive an an-
swer, when they ask for those things
which are for their good.

It is fashionable in the world now to
ridicule men for praying to God. In-
fidels make light of the petitions which
are sent unto the throne of grace. God
always gives to those who seek Him in
prayer the things that will be for their
good. What would you parents do if
your child should cry that he might
have in his hands a live coal? Would it
be wisdom in you to place in his hands
that which would burn him? Would it
be wisdom in you, because your child
-cries for some poisonous substance, to
permit it to partake of it? No; you
would be unwise to do so, though he
would plead with you to receive that
which his childish and foolish desires
might prompt. Instead of givingita
live coal, or some poison. you would
seek to give it something that would
satisfy it and would be for its good, So
it is with our Eternal Father. We pray
to Him sometimes for those things
which would bring about our destruc-
tion, if granted unto us. With our
limited vision we cannot grasp the
result of such giving; but God, who
knows the end from the beginning, and
who overrules all things for good,
understands what would result from our
receiving the desires of our hearts, and
He turns aside from us those things
which we seek and which we tfail to
receive, and gives to us that which will
be for our good. Take your own ex-
perience, brethren and sisters, in this
and you will be able to see that God
has operated with you, if you have been
faithful, in your whole career through
life. You have asked Him for blessings;
‘they have seemed necessary to your
welfare and to your success; you have
not received them; your faith perhaps
has been weakened at the time, because
these things were forbidden you; but
allow the time to pass, and in aiter
years, looking back upon your experi-
ence, you see frequently wherein the
reception of these things tor which you
prayed so earuestly would have been
to your great injury here upon the earth
and in eternity.

Sometimes in your pleadings ,with
God for your sick you see that they do
not tealize the healing power of the
Spirit of God. Your faith is exercised;
you pray earnestly to the Lord, and He

seems at times to be npear unto you;
you call in the Elders; they are led in a
certain way, and they promise life unto
the one who is afilicted; vet you see
this same sick one fail and die. How
does this happen? The faith of men is
tried in this respect. Is it because God
does n:ot hear prayer that your sick are
not healed? Is it because He has
turned a deaf ear to our entreaties that
He takes away from us those we love?
No, it is not. It is tor some divine
lesson He desires to impress upon our
minds that He permits these things to
occur—sometimes perhaps to try our
faith and see if we will be true to Him
undler all circumstances. In administer-
ing to your sick you sometimes see that
they recover for a short time under your
administration, and time and time again
the administration of the Elders and the
faith they exercise seems to give new
life to the one afflicted; and yet after
repeated trials and the repeated exer-
cise of faith, we are sometimes led by
the Spirit to pray to the Lord that He
would rather take the afflicted one from
us than that he should be continued in
his suflering, and that we should con-
tinue to hold on to him by the exercise
of faith,

It is proper for us to feel this way. It

is right for us in our prayers to God not |

to set up our wills and our desires in
opposition to Him; but when we have
expressed to His, with all the faith
which we are capable of exercising, our
desires, either concerning our friends or
ourselves, then it is the duty of every
Latter-day Saint to say as the Savior
said when He prayed that the cup might
pass by Him, “Not my will, but thine,
be done;” and even though afflictions
come, the Lord will pour out upon us
of His Holy Spirit, so that we may sub-
missively yield to His righteous will
and reap the blessings which even
sorrow and trouble bring upon us.
Better far to do this than by our faith—
as I believe has been the case among
the Latter-day Saints—rescue the sick
from death, and yet see these same
children who have been saved by our
faith suffer something that is worse than
death; for some children who have ap-
Earemly been snatched from the grave

y the faith exercised by the servants of
God and their parents, have in time lost
the faith, and have brought sorrow and
affliction to the family to which they
beiong. There are things is this life far
worse than death. There are sins which
burden our hearts with grief far worse
than to tollow to their last resting place
the bodies of our loved ones. It is
better by far that we take to the tomb
our loved ones and bury them in their
purity and holiness than that by our
faith and our constant wrestling with
God we save them trom temporal death
and consign them lo an eternal punish-
ment.

I testify to you, my brethren and
sisters, that the Lord is a God who is
near unto us. He hears and answers
prayer, and He gives to His children
who serve Him faithfully the blessings
which are for their temporal as well as
their eternal prosperity and happiness.
I would admonish the young people to
seek Him while He is near. There are
troubles coming upon the earth which
are to try the souls ot men, and those
who lean upon the testimony of others
are leaning upon a broken reed, and at
a future day they wili find themselves

without the support of those whose

testimony is now so strong to them. It
is necessary, in order to secure eternal
life, that every man and every woman
should have within himself and herself
the unquenchable testimony of the
Spirit o? God, and then whatever comes
will only serve to strengthen our faith
in Him, and will only chasten us to

ing of the Spirit of God upon us.
Amen.

Written for this Paper.

A FERTILE VALLEY.

OverTON, Llncoln Co,, Nevada,
June 2, 1894.—In the southern part of
Lincoln county, Nevada, Is a large,
beautiful valley, well watered, which
would sustain toree large oities. It is
ahout 35 miles long by eight wide. The
seil 18 good and yields avundantly all
kinds of graip, root crops, fruits {ex-
cept apples) and vegetables. Kspeocial-
|y does the sweet potato flourieh, Cane
and cotton also grow finely, Wator-
melons, tquaehes, etc., are produced
in shundance. Iu fact, nearly every-
thing that & community consumes can
be produced here, The parched ground
has yielded ite yryness to the almond
fields and vineynrde. Beef and pork
of excellent quality and quantity are
founa here; aleo the Jdifferent varieties
ot pouliry, the product of which brings
a goou price—25 cents per dazen for
egge; butter 25 cents per pound. Of the
latter & most exocellent quality is pro-
duced, owing to the sweetness and
richness of the bay, which seems to
contain all the quualities of mountain
grase. ‘The grain also produces
an article of flour that for fam-
ily uwse 18 unexcelled for sweset-
ness  if it does lack the ghastly
whitepessof napy roller mill produaots.

stripping all other plauts in the abund-
ant yield of the erop. Flax also has
beep growu, not for lhe manufacture
of linen,but {or the medicinal properties
of theseed. An excellent guality of
molasses is made In this sunny clime,
and experts olaim it to be tue finest
article of the kind in the Territory. Lt
cerlainly is a superior production.

The climate is so mili that early
garden vegetonbles find their way to
the table very early in the season. In
fact the garvecer rejoices in being ahle
to produce (Wo crops & year of vege-
tabies, melons, tomatoes, etc. It s
said one can aimost see the growing of
the planie. One year’s growth of a
cottonwood tree measured tem feel in
lepgth and an inch ana a half in
diameter, It takes uearly all winter
for the leaves to fall. The trees are
used for wood, grow very rapiuiy and
every furmer has his wood without
going to thecanyon for it—and a most
spiendid article of fuel it is, the ashes
of which can be utilized in a mouey
saving way to good advantage.

The great stacks of hay and grain
give a eense of comfort, security amd
sutisfaction, that is a stranger to the
bearts of many intabitants ot our pros-
perous little Territory, much }less the
many thousands who depend upon the
labotrs of othets for the staff of life, and
whoown not the grecund they stand
upon for a Iiome, To gepure these
comforts aid necesearies our brethren
show that they are not afraid of a little
iexpenac of bone and rouscle, eise lhey

could not sustain themselves so gom-

receive in greater measure the outpour- -

The cotion plant prides itself in out- |



