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TRYING TO IMPROVE.

The Australlan ballot law which has
been adopted by most of the atates ja a
good thing in its way, but it does not
geem to fili the bill completely. It has
scotched th. snake, not killed it. Cor.
rupt practices at elections are etill rife
and evidence thereof occasionally
comes to the gurface. As % mesns ton
long-desired end the legislature of
Connpecticat has before it s bill for
preventing such corruptlon and the
obances seem to favor iie passage. It is
eaid to go some distance heyond
the Masaachusette law on  the
same subject, me satringent as the
Iatter 1s, and 18 quite definite
ino relation to the prohihition and regu-
lation of the use of money or any
other corrupting means for Influencing
electione, and containe the ohief fea-
tures of the English corrupt practices
act. Thla is prooounced s kind of
legisiation that is greatly needed in all
the states, as corruption 18 mli over
the couuntry. The evidence of 1t is
shown to be the large pums in excess of
all proper requirements which are con-
triboted to and disbursed by campaign
committecs. The proposed Conneoticut
law requires reporis of all gums re-
coived avd expended to he made in
detal] by committiees s nd agents us well
as by candidates. - i

New York has a Iawrequiring the
sucoeseful cardidates in any state
election to give a statement under oath
as to the amounts expended by them
for campalgn purposes; but as no speci-
fieations are required this does not
scem to amount to much, Alllo al), it
seems our own Utah is ahout as free
from that particular feature of politica
a8 any other commolwealth in the
Union; she is very much more so thao
the majority of them.
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OBSERVING THE AMENITIES.

In our telegraphic reports the other
day, among many that were either
shooking, exolting or entertaining, was
one that seemed to diffuse a tinge of
brightness to alt its surroundings.
This was the tormal proflering by
Presldent Harrison of the hospitalities
of the White House prior to the inau-
guration to Presideat-elect Cleveland,
it will be remembered} that the latter
four years ago revived an all but obso-
lete custom by riding in the rame
carringe with the former to the inau-
garation, and now Mr. Harrison
purposes to go a little further in the
maetter of the amenitler. A Boston
paper, presumably ocapable of judging
by reason of Iite locatlon, pro-
nounceg thie o t‘gratifying Indicatinn
that the ceremony of transferring the
relns of goevernment from one party te
another on the 4th ¢f March will not
be lacking in thecourtesies appropriate
to the great ocomslon.’”” A ppearances
would aiso serm to iodicate that
courtery and such like are to be promi-
nent charscteriptica of the new ad-
ministration.

WHATEVER HE may think, a Chtlga-
go md% cannot be induced to confess
# fear of chelera next summer. He {s
wise enough to kmow that if cholefs
breaks out in urope the scare at least
will reach to America, in which event
—no World’s Fair,

AN EX-EDITOR'S SATURDAY TALK.

A frlend, who isa very prominent
man in publio life, remarked to me the
other day that one of the grext ques-
tione which was forcing itself mpon
the attention of thinking men con-
cerning the future of the Republie, is
the coufllct of races, Inpthe Bouth the

' white and colored elementsare brought

in close proximity to each other, and
with bad resmlts. In the Northern
Btaten, he said, there wagn great influx
of low foreign element whioh was hav-
ing a bad eftect upon the charmcter of
the population, and wae llkely to con-
tribute to the degradation of the
Caucasian type. He deplored the
tendency there was in many quarters
to lonk with toleration, and in
some instances with encouragement,
upon miscegoation. He had heard a
prominent religious man advocate this
plan of bringing about unity of the
races, and he had been imspired with
horror at the thought. The rapidity of
increase of the lower races he viewed
a8 something to be Jdresded. In the
Bouth the colored people were increen-
ivg very rapidly, and the admixture
of the white blood with them wagp
hybridizlng the rece ond gradually
destrnying the higher type.

Hie remarks suggested many reflec-
tione, and I could not refrain from con-
trasting our seituation in Utah with the
pituation of many of the other com-
munitles to which he alluded, The
people of Utah are to be congratulated
upon theirposition. 'The purity of the
Caucasian race {8 more likely to be
preserved i our Territory than
in many other portions of the United
Btales, In tbe first place there laa
wellsfounded dislike to jnter-marriage
or intimate association with inferior
races, The Jews were not mor. purs
ticular in regard to keeping their
desgent pure thanp the people of Utah
ought to be. The experience of our
missionaries has taught us that there
ia h great difference {in blood and in
races. This hae been proved by long
yeoars of experience,

There is no disputing the fact that
there is a greater susceptibility to
the truth among some races and fami-
lies, than there iz among others. In
old times there wae 8 chosen race. For
reasons which space will not permit to
be enlarged upon here, that race had
greater promises made to it
than were given to others, And jts
memhbers were careful to marry among
themeselves. Numervus  instances
might be cited from the Bibleto prove
thie. Through Moses, strigt commands
were given by the Lord to His people
forbjdding the contracting of mar-
ringe with certain nations. The great
King 8Solomon, whose reign com-
menced 80 auaptciously, brought woes
‘upon himself, hig houee and his people
and embittered the olosing years of
his life bv violaling these injunciions
and marrying **strange women.’?

But long before the days
of Moses, ‘‘the father of the
faithful,** 8s Abraham Is cailed,
exhibited the Importance which he
attached to the forming of a correct
marriage relation. The greatest hopes
which he entertained for the future
prominenre and glory of his posterity
contered in Isnac. It would be a mis-
fortune, then, for Ieaac to marry into
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an inferior family or race. To prevent
thie, and to secure s Wife worthy to be
the mother of & posterity such ag
Abraham had reason to bel'eve the
Lord intended to give him, he sent
his steward on & journey of hundreds
of milea to welect o wife for his sop,
No doubt there were hundrede, per-
haps thousands, of young women
among the peoples purrounding Abra.
ham from among whom hemight have
made a choice of 8 wife for Isaac; but
he had higher views than that. Hg
looked to the future, and desired hig
son to ally himeelf as a husband with,

s woman of the pure hlood,
This care redulted happlly. Re.
bekah proved heresell to be n jewgy]
of & woman. .

The principle of which I speak wag
well illustrated in the jivee of Isaag
and Rebekah’s twin sons--Essu apng
Jacob. Essu, disregarding the family
tradition and the wlshes of his parents,
took as wives® women of influentinj
families of the Immedlate neighboy.
hood, But they wereof a lower race,
The eftect upon his posterity wgg
marked. Hisdescendants were numer.
ous, and they formed a strong, warljke
patior; but they were [ar Inferior tg
the unation which sprang from hig
brother, who had made a long ang
tedious journey back to his mother’y
kindred to form: his alliances in mar.
riage.

In our day there Is 8 dispositiop
Among many young people to regent
any interference on the part of
parents with the selection of huya.
bands and wives for them. They
think it is their business and their
business alone to chaose their nwp
partoers for life. While I belleve thay
much uphappiness has reaulted {p
some tnstances from the unwise match.
making of parents and friends, and ip
other instances from interfering with
and thwarting affection, there have
been very many marriages which have
been followed by misery and the worsg
of consequences because the advice gf
parents and friends had Dot beep
sought and followed. Young men ang
young women 0an not lose snythip
by conferring with their parents Upon
this important subjecl. The parents
have had experience Ln life, and in the
most of instances they have profited

by this experience, If they are
faithful Latter-day Baints  they
have a deep joterest in

the alllances which their shildren
make, for upon these depends the fy.
ture of theirown posterity. A young
pergon, therefore, who Imagines that a
father or mother has no righttpqa
voige in such an Important matter ag
marriage makes & great blunder. &
reflecting, far-seeing father apd
mother must perceive and feel that in
the interests of the future of their pos.
terity it is of equally as great impor-
tance tbat their sons and dauchterg
should marryr members of good fam-
iliee snd gnod blood as that they
themeelves should do so. X.ooking to
the future, as the falthful members of
our Church must de, they hope thelr
names wili be honorabiy perpetuateq
through their lineage; and how can
this be possibly done 1f the children
enter into marriage contracts, perhaps
attragied by a face or @Aome
audden fancy, atterly indifferent as
to fhe rolld qualities or real worth
of the parties with whom they link



