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he POjo saysavsarsay than the Gentiles through
a i1 eption became abrahams seeseed thatat

2

nejae blessinglessing ofabraham ssayssass he might
i ome upon the gentiles troughthrough jesusjesua
christJhristiat chewing plainly that jesus andardlithethe apostles who alluded thathatbat the
abject held the deeds ofabraham to be
n every respect worthy of imitation
who was this abraham I1 have

icard the saying frequently advanced
hat in early life being anall idolater it
was an idolatrous heathenish principle
which he adopted in taking to himself a
second wife while sarah still lived
those who make this assertion in refer
nceneencenee to the great patriarch seem to be

1ignorant ot the fact that he waswast well
advanced in ilfelife and had served god

years prior to making
nyany addition to his family he didlotdid not

alvea plurality of wives until years
afteraften the lord hadad revealed himself to
aim commanding him to leave urlepofof
he Chaldeesand go forth to a land wwhichich
ilehe would givegise to him and his posterity
or an everlasting possession dewenthe went
arth and lived in that land many long
vearsyears before the promise of god was ful-
filled unto ahnhima namelyllames that in his
eed shouldishol ildiid all thetheu nations of the earth
ie blessed and abraham was still
without any heir except eliezer ofoadada
mascusrn the steward of his house at
length after living thus for ten yearssears
god commanded him to taketake to himself
motheranother wife who was given to him by
tiiabils wife sarah when of
his marriage was born abraham was
4eighty six years old
we read ofno word otof condemnation

rom thelorathe lordlors for this act something
which we might naturally expect if as
this unbelieving and licentious genera-
tion affirm the act of taking more wives
ihan oneolio be such a vile crime and so
abominable in the sight of god for if it
oo00 evil in the sight of the lord lotodaytodaylodayto day
it was then for the scriptures inform uaus
hat he changeschanger not he is the same
restesterdayerday todayto day and forever and is

without variableness of the shadow of
but instead of condemnation

iodjod revealed himself continually to his
friend abraham teaching his will unto
him revealing all things concerning
he future it was necessary for him to

understand and promising him thathat
hough he had been blessed with a son
ishmael yet in isaac a child of promise
notact yetyat born should his seed be called
abraham was 0too have yet another son
sarah in her old aoeageage because of her
faithfulnessess because of her willingness
toca comply with the requirements and
revelations of god was to havea son
given unto her such an event was hoso
unheardunheardbeara of among women at her time
of lifeilfe that though the lord promised
it sheahei could not help laughing at thithe
idea but god fulfilled hisbis promise and
a due time isaac was born and was

greatly blessed of the lord
determined to try his falthfaithfaithfulfultul servant
brahbrahaanitoauitoui to the uttermost the lord

somesom yearseyears after the birth son in
whom he hadpromised that Abraabrahamshamsbams
seed should be called required him tto

L thisbathis boy as a burnt offering toltoito
him and abragamAbrabrahamalam nothing doubting
but fullfall of faith and integrity and of dedei 1

i1 to his god worthy
a ofothethe honored title that had been cconeonou
j i herreferreduponupon him namely the fri1 and

of god by taking hissonhis son isaac in
whom most of hihighis honea gorfor the future

I1
centredcentred up the mountain andacid there

t having built the altar he bound the vie
9e lim and with knife uplifted was about
a i

to strike the fatalfatai blow when the angel
t of the lord cried out of heaven coidcom-

il manding him not to slay illshia son the
lord wasiwash satisfied having thedtried him to
the uttermost aejani foundfoudbofhimbini willing
evenoven to shed ahot blood of his wellvell bbe
lovedJo jimism

r ghethe lo10lordrd waswagi
0
soo pleased with the

f I1 faithfulness akp abrahamauraham that he gave
i1 unto him tha greatest promise ilehe couldgould
e give to any human teang on thethoi face of
t thee earth do you think was the

nature of that promise diddig he promise
to abraham a crown eternal glory
jiddid he promise to him that he should
beinboinbe in the presence of the lamb that be
should tune hishia harp and singshig praisespralsestoto

3 god and the lamb throughout the end
less ages of eternity let nieme quote aittoit to

f youyon and it would be well if all the inain-
e habitants oheoho earth wouldwaula reflect uponulon
l- it saidgaid the lord I1i

jtt iiiriiIDili blebieblessingsing I will bless thee and tinlin
p will multiply ththy seed as
b the stars qt beaheaheavenjn and 9494as aheabe sand
it which as lupon the seashore and thy

heed shail possess aboabeth gateguetl of his ene
idljal i

this was thetee which god gave
to abrahamkbraham hllhilinpreciseat hour of hishia tritrl

i imph inn thathour when there was joy
in heavenheaver over the faithfulness of one ofof

i gods noblest and most devoted bonssons
I1 think of the greatness of this blessing

can you count the starsstare of heaven or

evenleven the grainsrains of a handful of sand
kono it iais beyond the power of earths

most gifted sonssong to do either and yet
God promised to Abraabrahamhanihanl that hishia eedseed
should be as innumerable as the stars of
heaven or as the sand on the seashorebeashoreseakea shoreshora

how similar was this promise of god
to abraham to that made by jesus as a
reward for faithfulness to those who fol-
lowed him said jesus he that forsakes
brothers or sisters houses or lands father
or mother wives or children shall re
ceide a hundred fold in this life with
persecution and eternal life in the world
to come

A very similar blessing to that which
god long before badhad made to abraham
and couched in very similar terms

it iais pertinent for us to I1inquire on the
present ooccasionccaslon how thepromises made
by jesusjesua and his father in ages of the
world separated by alonga longiong interval the
onoone from the other could be realized un-
der the system which prevails through-
out christendom at the present day in
the system under which
the possession of more than oneona living
wife is regarded as such a crime and as
being sol fearfully immoral how could
the promise of the savior to his faithful
followers that they should have a himhun-
dredfolddredfold of wives and children in this
present life ever bobe realized there is a
way which god has provided in a re-
velation to this church in which
he says

strait isI1 methe gate and narrow the
way that unto the exaltation and
continuation of the lives and few there
be that find it because ye receive me
not in the world neither doyedo ye know

wme
god revealed that strait and narrow

way to abraham and taught him how
he could enter therein he taught him
the principle of plurality ofwives abra-
ham practiced it and bequeathed it to
his children as a principle which they
were to practice under such a system
it was a comparatively easy matter for
men to have a hundred fold of wives
children fathers mothers brothers sis-
ters and everything else in proportion
and in no other way could the promises
of jesus be realized by his followers
than in the way god has provided and
which he has revealed to his church
and peopleeople in these latter days

I1 ravegavehave felt led to dwell upon these
few passages from the sayings of jesus
to show you that there are abundance of
scriptural proofs in favor of thithis1s princi-
plepleanaand the position this churchhurchureh has as-
sumedjedju m addition to those previously
referred to
it isisaa blessed thing to know chatin this

as evenyevery other doctrine and principle
taught by us aa a church wearewe are sus-
tained by the revelations god gave to
his people anciently oneff the strong-
est supports the elders of this churchchurch
have hadbohad in their laborslabon among the na-
tions waswag the knowledge that the bible
and new testament sustained every
pprinciple they advanced to the people
when they preached faith repentance
baptism for the remissionof sins the
laying on of hands for thetha reception of
the holyoly ghost the gathering of the
peopeopleyieyle from the nations the rebuilding
of Jerusalemerucrusalem the second coming of
christ and ehryewryevery other principle ever
touched upon by them it was gratifying
tr know that they werawere sustained by the
scriptures and that they could turn to
chapter and verse among the sayings of
jesus and his apostles or among those
ofodthet e ancient prophets in confirmation
of everli trixie they ever attempted to
brinbring to tthee attention of those to whom
thethey ministered there is nothing with
which the latter day saintssainta can with
more confidence refer to thetha scriptures
for confirmation and support thanithan the
doctrine of plural marriage which at
thefhe present timeimet amonumonamong of thetha most
wicked adulteadulterouskuaZua antand corrupt genera-
tions the world hashaa ever seen is bo much
hated andAgol for which mankind general-
ly are so anxious to cast out and perse-
cute the latter day saintssainta

jf wenye look abroad and peruse the re
vordcorda of everydayevery day life thoughthroughoutout the
whole of christendom we find that
crimes of every hue and of the most
apappallingpallinpailin and revoltingg character argare
constantly committedted exciting neither
surprise nornon comment Murmurderderrorobberye
adultery seduction and every species of
villainy knowliknown inn the voluminous cata-
logue of crime in modern times alq re-
gardedcarded agnieseaa meremero mattensmatters of ordinary oc-
currence and yet there jsIs a hue and cry
raisralsraiseded almostgost as wide as christendom
for ttheh persecution by fine imprison-
ment proscription outlawoutlawryryonor exter-
minationmination of the people of utah because
knowing that god the eternal eatherrather
has spoken ioin these days and reveneverevealedalea
his mind and will to them they dare to I1

carry behestabehestsbehests for years ththeyey
have meekly submitted to this persecu-
tion and contumely but they appeal

now as ever to all rational reflecting
men andandininvitevite comparioncompanisonaribon between the
stateafpfof society here and in any portion
of this or any other country knowing
that the verdict will be unanimous and
overwhelming in their favor in every
civilized country on the face of the earth
the seducer plies hishia artsarta to envelop his
victim within his meshes in order to ac-
complishcomeom her ruin most completely and
it iais well known that men holding posi-
tions of trust and responsibility looked
upon as honorable and highly respecta-
ble members of society violate their
marriage vows by carrying on their se-
cret amours and supporting mistresses
yet against the people of utah where
such things are totally unknown there
is an eternal and rabid outcry because
they practice the heaven revealed sys-
tem ofaotaora plurality of wives Itiit ia a most
astonishing thing and no greater evi-
dence could be given that satanstan reigns
in the hearts of the children ofmen andzd
that he is determined if possiblebletoto de-
stroy the work of god from the faceficef ieeice of
the earth

the bibleJlanlymorkwork accepted by
the nations of Cchristendomrist endom 13y a divinediving
revelation sustains this docdoctrinetrinecrine from
beginning to end this only revelation
onoil record that cancui bobe quoted againstagainst it
came through the prophet joseph
smith antland is contained in the book of
mormon and strange to say here in
saltsaitaitailalb lake city a day or two since one
of the leading men of the nation iliin illshis
eager desire and determination to cast
discredit on this cldeoldedoctrinetrine unable to do
so bvby reference to the bible which he
no doubt in common with all christi-
ans

christ-
ans acknowledges as divine was com-
pelled to have recourse to the book of
mormon a work which on any other
printhepointhe
scouted and ridiculed as an emanation
from thebrain of an importerimp whatahat con-
sistencysis tency A strange revolution this that
men should have recourse to our own
works whose authenticity they most
emphatically deny to pro e us in the
wrong yet this attempt whenever
made cannot be sustainedned lorforfor brother
pratt clearly showed to you in his re-
marks the other day that instead of the
book of mormon beingbehig opposed to thisthiS
principle it contains an express provi-
sion for the revelation of the principle to
us as a people at some future time
namely that when the lord should de-
sire to raise up unto himself a righteous
seed he would coincolncommandmand hisills people to
that effect plainly setting forth that a
time would come when he would com-
mand his people to do so

it is necessary that this principle
should be practiced under the auspinauspicesiceslees
and control of the priesthood god has
placed that priesthood iliill the church to0
govern and control all the affairs there-
of and this is a principle which if not
practiced in the greatest holiness and
purity might lead men into great sin
therefore the priesthood iais the more ne-
cessary to guide and control men in the
practiceetleeotice of this principle there mighterasticeiraErabee circumstances and situations in which
it would not be wisdom in the mind of
god forforhiahis people to practice this prin-
ciple but so ionglonglongiong as a people are guided
by the priesthood and revelations of god
there is no danger of evil arasinarising

if we as had attempted
to practicelelcelelee this principle without revela-
tiontiopr

to illsillas likely that we should have
been led into grievous con-
demnationdemnation of god would have rested
upon us but the church waited until
the proper time came aadand then the peo-
ple practiced it according to thetha mind
and will of god making a sacrifice of
their own feelings in so doing but the
history of the world goes to prove that
the practice of this principle even by na-
tions ignorant1 of the gospel has resulted
in greater goodto them than the practice
of monogamy oior the jonelone wife system in
ththathe boso called christian nations todayto day
christendom holds itself and lii4 institu
eions aloft as a pattern borallfor allsil men to fol-
low itif you travel throughout the
united states and through the nations
of0 europe in which christianity pre-
vails and talk with the people about
their institutionsinstitutional they will boast of
themasthem alsaas being thetha most permanent inin-
destructible and progressive ofanany insti-
tutions

sti
existing upon thetha esirth et it is

a fact well known to historiansit thatitt tthe9
Chrichristiantian nationnations s of eueurope0 e arere tfhe9
youngestt nations anon the giogloglobee whereee
are tilefile nationseions that have existed frofrom
time fratramemorial they arc not to be
found in christian europe
but in asia among the races

chinachinai japan hindostanhindustanHindHinc lostan andlind the va-
rious races of that vast continent those
nations from the most remote times
practiced plural marrmarriagela le handed down
to them by their foreforefathersf thers although
they are loolookedileaikea upon by the nations of
europe as semi youyon will not
find among themthen woman prostitutesprostituted

debased andanu gradeddegradedte as she i1 through
she may be treated cold-

ly and degraded buthut among them ex-
cept where the ChrichristianrianAlan element pre-
vails to a large extent she is not debased
and polluted as she is among the so
called christian nations it is a factsfact
worthy of note that the shortest lived
nations of which we have record have
been mono gamie rome with her arts
sciences and warlike instincts was once
the mistress of the world but her glory
faded she was a monogamie nation
and the numerous evilsevila attending that
system early laid the foundation for that
ruin which eventually overtook her
the strongest sayings of jesus recorded
in the newkew jestamtestamentent were levelledbevelledlevelled
against the dreadful corruptionscorrupt ions

in romeborne and whereverwhere tha romans
heldheid sway the leaven of their instituti-
ons had worked its way into the jewish
nation jewry or palestine being then a
Roman province and governed by roshos
man officers whomho brought with them
their wicked institutions and jesus de-
nounced the practices which prevailed
there

A few yearsyeam before the birth of thetha
savior juliusjuilus caesarcasar was first consul
at I1romenomevolvoi e he aimed at and obtainedob im-
perial3powerdwer he had four wives dur-
ingng his life and committed numerous
adulteriesadulteries hisella first wife he married
early but becoming ambitious the al-
liance did not suit him and as the ro-
nan law did nevnet permit him to retain
her and to marry another he put her
away he then married the daughter
of a consul thinking to advance ldaliis in-
terests thereby shshe died and a third
waswa marriedmar the third was divorced
and he married a fourth with whom he
was living at the time he was murdered
his grandnephewgrand nephew thetho emperor au
gustus casar reigned at the time of
the birth of christchrisi he is alluded to in
history as one of the greatest of the
C sars he also had four wives he di-
vorced one after another except the last
who outlived him these men werevere
not singular in this practiceraeractice it was com-
mon in rome the romansomans did not be-
lieve in plurality of wives but in di-
vorcing them in taking wives for
convenienceconventeConvenlencenee and putting them away
when they got tiredfired of themthein in our
country divorces are increasing yet
raman like men expect purity and
chastity from their wives they do not
practice themselves you recollect
doubtless the famous answer of ciesar
whenVhen his wife was accused of an in-
trigue with an infamousaniousaVious man some
one asked caesar why he had put away
his wife said he the wife of caesar
must not only be incorrupt but unsus-
pected he could not bear tollaceto have the
virtue of his wife even suspected yet
his own life was infamous in the ex-
treme he was a seducer adulterer and
is reported to have practiced even a
worse crime yet he expectexpectedex actedea his wife to
possess a virtue which in his highest
and holiesthollest moments was utterly be-
yond bisbighi conception in his own life

this leaven waswag spreading itself over
everievery countrycountry where the roman empire
bad jurisdiction it had reached pales-
tine in the days of the savior hence by
understanding the practices prevalent
in those times amongst that people youyouyon
will babe better able to appreciate therho
strong language used by jesus against
putting away aror divorcing wives rome
continued to practice corruption until
she fell beneath the weight of itiianitanandd
was overwhelmed not bybi another

race but by the vigorous
hordes from the north who

swept away roman imperialism estab-
lishing in the placeblace thereof institutions
of their own but they speedily fellfelt in-
to thether samebameslime habit of havinghavin one wife
and multitudes of courtcourtecourtesanezan and soon
like rome fell beneath their

I1 V aeruptions
when countecourte zang were taught everyeve ry

accompliaccomplishmentfashment and honored with the
society of the leading men of the nation
and wives were deprivedof these privi-
leges is it anyyewonder that rome should
fall or that the more pure oCbarbarous
nations as they were cacalledfiedfled over-
whelmed and destroyed har ri lw

I1 have had it quoted to me manya
filipes that no greatreat nations ever prac-
ticed plural marriage thethey who make
suehsuchh an assertion are utterly ignorant ofhistoryVihistorystory what nations havel left the
deepest impress on the history ftof our
race aluch davdhavd practiced plupill

ofmarriage they llavenave prevent-
ed the dreadful chimecrime of prostitution by
allowing men to have more wives than
one I1 knowkrowknowsewe areare dazzled by thetho glory
of christendom we are dazzled with the
glory of our own age like every gener-
ation that has preceded it the present
generationeneration thinks it is the wiswisestestandand
ewtbat and nearer to god than any which
has preceded atit this is natural it
is a weakness of human nature this is
the cswocase with nations as well as generagonera


