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_second wife, while Sarah still lived.
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He also savs that the Gentiles, through loven the orains of a handful of sand? | now, as ever, to all rational, reflecting d:.uq::t,-_l _m-J~1L,,_JI.1-.~.]_|_1 as shpe mit_;uuugu

aioption, became Abraham’s seed; that | No, it is beyond the power of earth’s Chiristendom. She may be treated cold-

the blessing of Abraham, says he, might
come upon the Gentiles through Jesus
(‘hrist, shewing plainly that J%aus and
all the Apostles who alluded that the
suhjeet, lield the deeds of Abraham to be,
n every respeet, worthy of imitation.
Who was this ' Abraham? I have
heard the saying fretiuenﬂ}' advaneced,
‘hat in early life, being an idolater, it
was an idolatrous, heathenish

rinciple
which he adopted in taking to

imself a

Those who make this assertion in refer-
ence to the great patriarch, seem to be |
ignorant of the fact that he was well
wdvaneed in life and had served God
‘aithfully many years, prior to making
anv addition te his family. He did not
have a plurality of wives until years
after the Lord had revealed Himself to
him, commanding him to leave U s of
“he Chaldees,and go forth tos land which
He would give to him and his posterity
‘or an everlasting possession, e went
‘orth and lived in that land many long
vears before the promise of God was ful-
iilled unto himy—namely, that in his
.eed should all the yations of the earth
be blessed; and Abraham was sbill
without any heir, except Eliezer, of Da-
mascus, the steward of his house. At
length, after living thus for ten years,
God commanded him to take to himselt
another wife, who was given to him by
his wife Sarah. When the offspring of
this marriage was born, Abraham was
~ighty-six years old. ‘
Ve read of no word of condemnation
‘rom the Lorl for this act,—something
which we might naturally expect if, as
this unbelieving and licentious genera-
tion affirm, the act of taking more wives
than one be such a vile crime, and so
abominable in the sight of God; for if it
he evil in the sight of the Lord ¥,
it was then, for the scriptures inform us
‘hat He changes not; He is the same
vesterday, to-day and forever, and is
without variableness of the shadow of
surning, But instead of condemnation,
+od revealed himself continually to His
friend Abraham, teaching His will unto
him, revealing all things concerning

" the future it was necessary for him to

understand, and promising him that,
though he had been blessed with a son,
Ishmael, yet in Isaac, a child of promise,
not yet born, should his seed be called.
Abraham was to have yet another son.
Sarah, in her old age, because of her
fanithfulness, because of her willingness
to ecomply with the requirements and
revelations of God, was to havea son
siven unto her. Sueh an event Was s0
unheard of among women at her time
of life that, though the Leord promised
it, she could not help langhing at the
idea. But Godfulfilled his promise, and
in due time, Isanc was born, and was
ereatly blessed of the Liord.
Determined to try His faithiul servant
Abraham to the uttermost, the Lord,
some yearsafter the birth of this son, in
whom He had promised that Abraham’s
seed should be called, required him to
offerup this boy as a burnt ofiering to
H\%nnd Abraham, nothing doubting,
but full of faith and ,intﬂ rity, and of de-
votion to hisGod, proyed himself worthy
of the honored title that had been con-
ferred upon him, namely, ‘‘the Friend
of God,”’ by ta.kinﬁ his son Isaac, in
whom most of his hopes for the future
centred, up the mountain, and there,
having ilujﬁ the altar, he bound the vie-
(im and with knife uplifted, was about
to strike the fatal blow, when the angel
of the Lord cried out of Heaven, com-
manding him not to slay his son, The
Lord was satisfied, having tried him to
the uttermost, and found him willing
aven +to shed the blood of his well-be-
loved gen. |

The Lord was so pleased with the
faithifulness ufm:ahm.., that He gave

unto him the gre HP' nise He could |
ive to any human _f:s'.n ; on the face of
ﬁle earth. What du_}'ﬂus nk was the

nature of that promise? Did He

romise
to Abraham a crown of ete ?

Did He promise to him that he m

bein the presence of the Lamb, that. he
should tune his harp and sing

Gtod and the Lamb, throughout the end-
e mmﬁaﬁlﬁ.lﬁt;me%u te it to
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o, and it wol well if a e in-
abi _t&-uﬂtgﬂearthwmllgr ect upon
it, Saidythe Lords . 1 . .1 ..
. “Im blessing I will bless thee, and in

multiplying 1 will multiply thy seed as | garded

e sand

the stars of
and thy

5 of heaven, and as
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" seed shall possess the gate nihja ene-

mies.’’ ] : IRLs L

This was the promise which God gave
fo Abraham, in that hour of his tri-
araph, in that hour when there was joy
in heaven over the faithfulness of one of
#od’'s noblest and most devoted sons.
Think of the greatneas of this blessing!
Tan you count the stars of heaven, or

‘should be as innumerable as thestars of

?rn.l&!.ﬁ-tqi

most gifted sons to do either, and yet
God promised to Abraham that his seed

heaven or as the sand on the sea-shore.

How similar was this promise of God
to Abraham to that made by Jesus as a
reward for faithfulness to those who fol-
lowed Him! Baid Jesus, he that forsakes
brothers or sisters, houses or lands, father
or mother, wives or children, shall re-
ceive a hundred fold in this life with
persecution, and eternal life in the world
to come,

A very similar blessing to that which
God, long before, had made to Abraham,
and couched in very similar terms,

It is pertinent for us to inquire, on the

resent occasion, how the promises made
E}' Jesus and His Father, in ages of the
world separated by a long interval the
one from the other could be realized un-
der the system which prevails through-
out Christendom at the present day? 1n
the monogamic system, under which
the segsion of more than one living
wife is regarded as such a crime, and as
being go fearfully immoral, how could
the promise of the Savior to his faithful
followers, that they shonld have a hun-
dredfold of wives and ehildren, in this
present: life, ever be reaiized? There is a
way whieh God has provided in a re-
velation givén tothis Church, in whieh
He says:

HStrait is the gate, and narrow the
way that leadeth unto the exaltation and
continuation of the lives, and few there
be that find it, because ye receive me
uut”iu the wur’ld, neither do ye know
me,

God revealed that strait, and narrow
way to Abraham, and taught him how
he eould enter therein. e taught him
the principle of plurality of wives; Abra-
ham iced it and bequeathed it to
his children as a principle which they
were to practice. Under such a system
it was a comparatively easy matter for
men to have a hundred fold of wives,
children, fathers, mothers, brothers, sis-
ters and everything else in proportion;
and in no other way could the promises
of Jesus be realized by His followers,
than in the way God has provided, and
which He has revealed to His Chureh
and people in these latter-days.

I me felt led to dwell upon these
few passages, from the sayings of Jesus,
toshow you that there are abundance of
seriptural proofs in favor of this prinei-
pleand the position this Chureh has as-
sumed, in addition te thoze previously
referred to.

It isablessed thing to know that,in this
as every other doetrine and principle
taught by us as a Church, we are sus-
tained by the revelations God gave to
His people anciently. Oneof the strong-
est supports the Elders of this Chure
have had; in their labors among the na-
tions, was the knowledge that the Bible
and New Testament sustained every
Eﬂﬂcipl& they advanced to the people.,

N hen they preached faith, repentance,
baptism for the remission.of sins, the
laying on of hands for the reeeption of
the Holy Ghost, the gathering of the
people from the nations, the rebuilding
of Jerusalem, the second eoming of
Christ, and eyery other ciple ever

iched upon by them, it was gratifying

t@ know that they were sustained by the
scriptures, and that they could turn to
chapter and vérse among the B&J{inﬁ of
Jesus and His Apostles, or among
of the ancient prophets, in eonfirmation
‘'of every doetrine they ever attempted to
bring to the attention of those to whom
they ministered. Thereis nothing with
which the Latter-day Saints can, with
more eonfidence, refer to the seriptures
for confirmation and support, than the
doetrine of plural marriage, which at
the present time, amongone of the most
wicked, adulterous and corrupt genera-
tions the world has ever seen, is so much
hated, and for which mankind general-
ly, are so anxious to east out and perse-
cute the Latter-day Saints. _

If we look abroad and peruse the re- |
cords of every day life throughout the
whole of Christendom, we find that
crimes of every hue, and of the most
.m and revolting character are
| Btfy committed, exciting neither
su nor comunent. Murder, robbery,

ery, seduction and every species of
vi m?' known in the voluminous cata-
logue of crime, in meodern times, are re-
a2 mere matters of ordinary oc-
currence, and yet there is a hue and ery
raised, almost'as wide as Christendom,
for the persecution, by fine, imprison-
ment, proscription, outlawry or exter-
minatien o the people of Utah because,
knowing that God, the Eternal Father
has spoken in these days and revealed
His mind and will to them, they dare to
carry out His behests. For years they
have meekly submitted to this persecu-
tion and contumely, but they appeal

merti, muiywite comparison between the
state of so¢iety here andin any portion
of this or any other country, knowin
that the verdict will be unanimous an
overwhelming in their favor. In every
civilized country on the face of the mrt_ﬁ
the seducer plies his arts to envelop his
vietim within his meshes, in order toac-
complish her ruin most eompletely; and
it is well known that men heolding posi-
tions of trust and responsibility, looked
uFon as honorable and highly respecta-
ble members of society, violate their
marriage vows by carrying on their se-
cret amours and supporting mistresses,
yet against the peo Bfuf lgjt.uh, where
such things are tcnta.l)_'l] unknown, there
is an eternal and rabid outery because
they Fraeticﬂ the heaven-revealed sys-
tem of a plurality of wives, It is a most
astonishing thing, and no greater evi-
dence could be given that Satan relgns
in the hearts of the children of men, and
that he is determined, if possibic, to de-
stroy the work of God from the face of
the earth. |

The Bible, theonly work aeccepted by
the nations of Christendom, as a divine
revelation, sustaing this docirine, from
beginning to end. The only revelation
on record that can be quoted against it,
came through the FProphet .Joseph
Bmith, and i= contained in the ilook of
Mormon; and strange to say, here in
Salt Lake City, a day or twa since, one
of the leading men of the nation, in his
eager desire and determination to cuast
discredit on this ddetrine, unable to do
80 by reference to the Bible, which he
no doubt, in common with all Christi-
ans, acknowledges as divine, was com-

elled to have recourse to the Book of

ormon, & work which on any other
point,he would mostunquestionablyhave
scouted and ridiculed as an emanation
from the brain of an imposter, Y hat con-
sistency! A strange revolution this, that
men should have recourse to our own
works, whose authenticity they most
emphatically deny, to prove us in the
wrong. Yet, this attempt, whenever
made, eannot be sustained, fur Brother
Pratt clearly showed to you, in his re-
marks the other day, that instead of the
Book of Mormon being opposed to this
prineiple, it contains an express provi-
sion for the revelation of the principle to
us as a ple at some future time,—
namely that when the Lord should de-
gire to raise up unto himself a righteous
gseed, He would command His people to
that effect., Plainly setting forth that a
time would come when He would com-

mand His ple to do so.
It is necessary that this prineiple
should be practiced under the auspices

and control of the priesthood. (God has
placed that priesthood in the Churech to
govern and control all the affairs there-
of, and thisis a prineiple which, if not
practiced in the greatest holiness and
purity, might lead men into great sin,

cessary to guide and control men in the
yractice of this prineiple. There might
@ cireumstances and situations in which
it would not be wisdom in the mind of
God for His people to practice this prin-
ciple, but so long as a people are guided
by the priesthood and revelations of God
there is no danger of evil arising there-
from. If we, as a.people, had attempted
to practice this prineiple without revela-
tion, itiy likely that we should have
been led into grievous sinsand the con-
demnation of God would have rested
upon us; but the Church waited until
the proper time came, and then the peo-
ple practiced it according to the mind
and will of God, making a sacrifice of
their own feelings in so doing. - But the
history of the world [fﬂﬂﬂ to prove that
the practice o1 this principleeven by na-
tions ignorant of the gospel has resulted
in greater goodtothem than the practice
of mono or the one-wifesystem in
the so-called Cliristian nations,  To-day,
Christendom holds itself and its institu-
tions aloft as a pattern for all men to fol-
low., If you travel throughout  the
Uunited States and through the nations
of Europe in whieh Christianity pre-
vails, and talk with the people about
their institutions, they will boast of
them as being the most permanent, in-
destruetible and progressive of any ﬁiﬁﬁ-
tutions existing upon the earth; a:jf it is
a faet well known to historians, that the
Christian nations of KXurope are the
youngest nations on the globe., Where
are tne nations that have existed from |
time immemorial? They are not to be
found in Christian monogamie' Europe,
but in Asia, among the polygamic races,
—China, Japan, Hindostan and the va-
rious races of that vast continent. Those
nations, from the most remote times,
practiced plural marriage handed down
to them by their forefathers. Although
they are looked upon by the mations of
Europe as semi-civilized, vou will not
find among them, woman prostituted
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therefore the priesthood is the more ne-| P

ly, and degraded, hut among them, ex-
eept where the  Christian element pre-
vails to a large extent,she isnot debased
and }iroliut{-.d, as she is among the so-
called Christian nations, It is a fact,
worthy of note that the shortest-lived
nations of which we have record have
been monogamic. Rome, with her arts,
seiences and warlike instinets, was once
the miistress of the world; but her glory
faded. BShe was a monogamic nation,
and the numerous evilz attending that
systémm early laid the foundation for that
ruin"which eventually overtook her.
The strongest sayings of Jesus recorded
in the New Testament, were levelled
against the dreadful corruptions prac-
ticed in Rome and whereverthe Romans
held sway. The leaven of their instituti-
ons had worked its way into the Jewish
nation, Jewry or Palestine being then a
Roman province, and governed by Ro-
man oflicers, who brought with them
their wicked institutions, and Jesus de-
nouncell the practices whieh prevailed
there.

A few wvears Defore the birth of the
Savior Julius Cmsar was First Consul
at Rome; he aimed at and obtained im-
werinl power. He had four wives dur-
ing his life, and commitied numerous
adulteries;  His first wife he inarried
early: but, becoming ambitious, the al-
lianee did not suit him and, as the Ro-
nan law did net permit him to retain
her and to marry another, he put her
away. He then married the daughter
of a consul, thinking to advancehis in-
terests thereby. BShe died, and a third
was married. The third was divorced,
and he married a fourth, with whom he
was living at the time he was murdered.
His grand-nephew, the Emperor Au-
gustus Cmsar, reigned at the time of
the birth of Christ. He is alluded to in
history as one of the greatest of the
Ceesars; he also had four wives. He di-
vorced one after another, except the last,
who outlived him. These men %vere
not singular in this practice; it was com-
mon in Rome; the Romans did not be-
lieve in plurality of wives, but in di-
voreing them; in taking wives for
eonvenience and putting them away
when they got tired of them. ‘In our
country divorces are inecreasing, yet
Roman like, men expect purity and
chastity from their wives they do not
ractice themselves. You recolleet,
oubtless, the famous answer of Cwesar
when his wife was accused of an in-
trigue with an infamous man. Some
one asked Ciwsar why he had put away
his wife. Said he, ‘the wife of Cwmesar
must not only be incorrupt but unsus-
pected.” He could not bear to have the
virtue of his wife even suspected, vet
his own life was infamous in the ex-
treme. He was a seducer, adulterer and
is reported to have practiced even a
worse crime, yet he expected his wife to
osseas a virtue which, in his highest
and holiest moments, was utterly be-
yond hig conception in his own life.

This leaven was spreading itself over
every country where the Roman Empire
had iurisdict on. It had reached Pales-
tine in the days of the Savior, hence by
understanding the practices prevalent
in those times amongst that pecniple, you
will be better able to appreciate the
strong language used by Jesus against
putting away, or divorcing wives, Rome
continued fo practice corruption until
she fell beneath the weight of it, and
was overwhelmed, not by another mo-
n ic race, but by the vigorous
lygamic hordes from the north, who
'aweFt away Roman imperialism, estab-
lishing in the place thereof institutions
of their own. Butthey speedily fell in-
to the same habit of having one wife
and multitudes of courtezans, and soon,
like Rome, fell beneath their own oor-
ruptions. S, Yot A8

hen eourtezans were taught every
accomplishment and honored with the
society of the leading men of the nation,
and wives were deprived of these privi-
!Bﬁgﬂ, is it any wonder that Rome should
fall? or that the more pure, orCbarbarous
nations, as they were called, over-
whelmed and destroyed her?
T have had it quoted to me ‘many
times ‘that no great nations ever prae-
ticed plural marriage. They who make
such an assertion are utterly ignorant of
history. "What nations have left the
deepest impress on the history of our
racé? Those which have practiced plu-~,
rality of marriage. They Imve prevent-
ed thedreadful erime of prostitution by
allowing men to have more wives than
one. I know we aredazzled by the glory
of Christendom; we are dazzled with the
rlory of our own age. Like every gener-
ation that has ]i(m:eded it, the present
seneration thinks it is the wisest and
Best, and nearer to God than any which
has préceded ,it. This is natural; it
is a weakness of human nature. Thisis
| the chse with nations as well as genera-




