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in myiny fathers house are many man-
sions iettif i were notilot so I1 wouldwoula have told
you agoagaI1 go to prepare a place lonyou

and ifiti I1 go and prepare a place for you
I1 will comecoine again and receive youyon unto
myselfmyselnself that where I1 am there ye may be
alsoaiso

it iais not very customary for the latterlatten
day saintsbainte to select a text and to confine
their remarks to the subject mattenmatter there-
of yet I1 do not know that there is any
particular harmbarm in doing sossolso provided we
do not limit the operations otof the spirit ofgod upon ourselves it isiq my most ear-
nest

ear-
mest desire when addressing a publioablo as-
sembly to understand the minxmind and wiliviiiwillwili
of god in relation to what Lshould be said
to them no man by his own wisdomvilsthisdom
understands the wantswantawan la of his fellow crea-
tures in all respects but the spirit of the
most high understands the circumstances
of all the people and that spirit hayingbaying all
powerpowen andanck wisdom is capable of moving
uponon the hearts of his servants to speak
in the veryterymoment what aiis most adapted
to the condition of the people
I1 listened with great interest this fore-

noon to the many subjects which were
ibriefly touched upon by eiderselders goodrwoodrufftiff

and smithsmithy one of which in a particular
bannermanner seemed to iestlest avithwith considerable
bearing upon nimy mind that was the con-
dition of mankind in a future state and
the principalities powerspowars gloriesgloriea domin-
ions and exaltations that will babe enjoyed
by the true saints this is a subject of
special interest to the latter day Salsaisaintstiti
and we should lookloox foiw rd with flingsfeelings
of greatjoy in anticipation of the future
andana we shouldhould understand what is neces-
sary for us to do in thisthit short life to secureI

1

the great blessings promised to the faith-
ful hereafter jesus in thethu passage I1 have
read haabaa ininformedformeA the world thabthat there
lrearo many mansionsmansionslons in his fathers house
thisbus however was not spoken especially
to the world but to the apostles and dis
eigles who were gathered around himhininothe fathers house i there is a greatgrealgreat deal
comprehended in these words where is
it and what kind ofaofa house may we con-
clude aittoit to be are we to understand bbv
the term house used in this passage small
buildings such as are erected for our resi-
dence here on earth and it not what arp
we to understand I1 understand that god
is a being who as the scriptures declare
inhabits eternity eternity is his dwell-
ing place and in this eternity arevasvastt num-
bers of worlds creations formedformea by hishib
mightym hands consequently when we
speak of the fathers house we aroare to un
ienlenherstandderierstand tanit in the scriptural sense in the
idea that is conveyed by manymandofof the in-
spired writers it iaki declared inhin many
places that eternityials his habitation heignotis not the god of oeoae attielittle world like oarshe is not a being who presidespies ldesides over a few
Asoisolated worlds in pueone part of eternity and
allah the rest left to go at random he is notnut
confined to the worlds that are made com-
parativelyparati ivelyvety speaking todaytodyto dyday but all worlds
paspast present and future from eternity to
eternity may be considered his domia
ionslons anaand his places of residence andana heis omnipresent not personally thisthia
would be impossible for a person cincan only
bbeP in one place at the samebame instant whether
he be an immortal ox91 aa mortal personage
whether he be high exalted auaaud filledfilledwithwith
allau power wisdom glory orr
poor ignorant and aubbietumble so0 far aaalwa tthothee
materials are concerned a personage can
only occupy loneone place at the samesamp momentmom 9 t
that is a self evident truth one that can
not be controverted when wewb speak
therefore of god being omnipresent jve
do not mean thathlhis is omnipres-
ent wowe mean that his wisdom power
glory greatness goodness and allail thethu
characteristics of uisallshis eternal attributes
are manifested and spread abroad through-
out all the creations has made helieiss there bby his influence by hisris power
andana wisdomwisdon by his outstretched arm heby his authority occupies the immensityI1

of apace but when we come to his eldriousoua personage that has a dwelling place
a particular location but where this 1loca-
tion

0
isii is notnoA revealed suffice itt to0 aay

thatthad godpod is notnol confined in his peropersonaledtI1
ehaTcharacteracteraeter to one location he goesandsaud
comes he visits the varion departments
of his dominions gives them counsel
and 1instructionsn andnd presides over them
aaccordingfeord irigeig to his ownown will and pleasure

but it eternity dishisishisbis house habitation or
residence what are the manmansionmansionsslonsion referred
to bvbyyourour savior mentioned in the textstext I1
understand them to be places that thoiho
creator lasaias constructconstructedod like this present
woworldrid ofor ours for this worldivorid in its future
history and progress milwill no doubtdoubt become
oneono of the mansions of the father wherein
his glory will bo made manifest as it asinis inmany other redeemed worlds I1 considconsiderdiodir
thalthat this idea nian hashash refenetereference
more especially io celestial manmaumansionskiifilansi orbegsat aweahr redeemed andaud mamade

celestial god hashae formed morkmoremore worldworlds
than cincan Pbspossiblysibly be enumerated or mum
bared by manmian if itwere possible fonfor man
to nonfat of this earth of
foursours ir he were able to enumerate the
figures that would express these partparticlellerllew I1

it would scarcely hale a beginning to the
number of the mansions which ieaioagodled has
made in the eternal ages that hayehave passed
mansions that were made first temporal
and afterwards redeemed and made eternalmapMarmansions no doubt constructed sombomsomewhat
similar to the one we now inhabit and lallirisin
the eternal progression of worlds they risenise
upwards and still upwards until they areaeeake
glorified and are crowned with the prespros
enceonce of him who made them and become
eternal in their duration the samesama asa our
earth will eventually become we knobknow
according to the declaration of thothe scrip
tures that our earth was made somebome fewlevil
thousand yearsyeara ngoago nowsow long the processlesai
of formation lasted we do not know it isjd
called in the scriptures six days but we dadg
not know the deaninmoaningmeaningJ of the scriptural
term day it evidevidentlyengy dodoes notgot mean
such days ad we are now acquainted with

daysa governed by the rotationoa of the
earth on its axis and by the shining ff thetha
great central luminary ofour solar system
A day of twenty four hours is not the kind
df day referred to inthein the scriptural account
of the creation the word days in the
tures seems oftentimes to refer to somo
indefinite period of time the lord I1ini
speaking to adam in the garden says

in the day that thou eanest thereof thou
surelyaurely diedle yet he did not die within

twenty four hours after he had eaten thetho
forbidden fruity but hebe lived to be almost a
thousand yearbyeara bid from which we jeardjeand
that thefordthe word day in this passage badhad no
reference to days of the same duration asad
ours again it Is written in the second
chapter of GenegenesissiEf in the day thahuethatthAtUethehe
created the heavens and the earth not sixax
days but in the day that he did 14it in-
corporatingcorporating all the six days into one and
calling that period the day that he
created the heavens and the earth

when this world was formed no doubt
it was a verylvery beautiful creation forflor god isiafiornot the author ot adythanythinging perfectimperfect if
we have imperfections in our world god
has had nothing to do with their introduc-
tion or origin man has brought thointhem upon
himself and upon the earth he inhabits4
buthowever long or short may have beenbeeh
theindperiodbriod of the construction of this earth
we nindfind that some six thousand years ago it
seems to have beonbeen formed something after
the fafashion and inthein the manner in which it
now exists with the exception of the JWim-
perfections evils and curses that exist oilon
the faceflee of it simsix thousand years accord-
ing to the best idea that we have of chro
cology areara now about completed we are
living almost on the eve of the last of the
six millenniums a thousand years are
called aai millennium and tomorrowto morrow wowe
may say will be the seventh hat is the
seventh period the seventh age or seventh
time otov wowe caucaa call it a day theme seventh
day the great day of rest wherein our
glube will rest from all wicked i is when
there will be no sin or omann UuponpollPOIX
the whole face of itebe curses thatthai i lveiveiveleenbeen
brought upon it being reremovenoyesnoves and all
things being restored a they wwrew rerp bebeforeh0

I1

4
the fall the earth will theuthen becobeqo e
beautified not fullyfrily glorified nobnot rulfulfullyrully
redeemed but it will be sanctified and ppu
rifled andana prepared for the reign of okar
savior whose death and suffering weife
have this afternoon commemorated heire
will come and personally reign upon it asha
one of thebo mapmansionssious of his fatherFatheraddadd
after the thousand yearssoars have passed awaanaviand wickednessmickedne Jsa permitted again apraa

seasonbeasonseasonisori to corrupt the flace of hiefheathefie
earth then willvill come the final change
which durnur earthparth or this mansion of gurburounour

undergo A change which willwid
bobe wrought not by Aa flood of waters or bbab
ticismcismassmasas inja the days of noanoab cleancleansingsingslog it
then from all its sins but by a baptismof
fire and of the holy ghost which
sanctify and purify thcheverythe veryevery biebleclementsments them-
selves after the seventh millennium nashas
passed away the elements will be cleancleansedsed
or iotherinlother words theythem willwiil to
their original condition isas theyth Y were
before they yverewere brolbroibroughtight together anfn theb
formation of this globe hence john says
in thetho chapter of revelations gil1I bahawbaw
a great white throne and him that sat
thereon from before whose facelace the hpheav-
ens iaoYand thathetha earth fled away andld theretheroiwowas
no place jound forvor them

now this fleeing away of thetho literal
heavens and of the earth on which we
dwell with all it contains will be similar to
the destruction or death of our natural
bodies we might say with great
propriety thenhen a man is martyredmartyrosmarty redrod or
burned atnt the stake his body has fled
away its present organization is dissolved
and its elements are resolved into their or-
iginal condition and perhaps united with
rindand dispersed among many other celemenselemens
of our globe but in the resurrection these
elements are brought 4 together again and
the body reorganized not into a temporal
or mortal tabernacle but into an eternal
house or abiding place for the spirit of
man so the earth will pass away and its
elements be dispersed in space but by theabe

of that almighty creator who or-
ganized it in the beginning it will be re-
newed and those elements which now
enter into the composition ot our globe
will again enter into the composition of the
new heavens newneyr earth norfor e ays
the prophet johnijohnlJohaIhal l saw a new heabeabaayenen
and a new barthearth forfon the first heaven andaudud
the finstfirst earth had oledfled away

irierrietiefete citeldestlesILas ikieleierecordedcorded
in first chapter of revelations
descending from god out loflor heaven the
firstgist diioone is called theWthethen newew jerusalem
the description of this pitycity is not giyengivenlcI1in
this chapterchanter we have no information re
girding its size or the numberhumber of itsits gates
and the hightnight of its wallswails all that we khew is
thatthit john sawbaw it descend putout of0 heheavenhearenavenaren
afterwardshe was takenen off into ablaha high
mountain and sawsavi i second city descend
out of heaven A of this called
the nolyhoholylucityly city Is given the number
of the gates the hightbight of the wallwalls thenathe na-
ture of the houses the streets and the glory
of this city are plainly given in thehe revela-
tion but whenban the first city called the
neneyrr jerusalem descended he heard Aavoyvoicece say behold the tatabernacle of god
is with men henceforth there shall bbbb ha6
more death neither sorrow nor crying r
the former things have passed away anndarid
all things are made new this will ashe
final transformation of this earth and
when that is effected it willwiil become one of
the minmansionsblons of our father it will be re-
deemed or we might say resurrected
after t passes away that renewed state
will be eternal it will never be changed
and it will be the eternal relrolresidencedence of those
disciples foto whom jesus was addressing
the words of the text

wherewhom will jesus be what is the partic-
ular creacreationiiyllion assigned to him I1 answer
that our globe will become the abiding
place ofor all the saints from the days of
father adam until thetha time that it passespastes
away 1andlud is renewed again and becomes
glorified after which the tabernacle ofgod willivill be withith men and he I1will wipe
away ailall tears from their eyes and this cre
alfon from that time henceforth and forfbi
ever will be free fremfrom sorrow and from
that period to all the ages of eternity there
will be no molemoiemore death for death will be
swallowed uup in victory the curse that
came by the fallfaliallail will be entirely removed
and god himself wilwllllight up theabe world
with his glory making of it a body more
brilliant tuan I1the sun that shines in yonder
heavens

some may inquire do you think
the sunsua is a glorified world yes 4ma one
sense it is not yet fully glorified redeem-
ed clothed with celestial power and crown-
ed with the presence of the satvatfatherher in altall11

the fullness and beauty of a celestial man-
sionsioni because it is still subject to change
more or lesslesa if it were fully glorified if
it had passed through its temporal exist-
ence and had been redeemed glorified and
made celestialcelestialialp and had become the eternal
abiding place of celestial and glorified be
ingslogs it woud be far more glorious than
our eyes could behold thiethe eyes of mortalmartal
ity could not endure tha light thereof
we can endure and rejoice in its present
light and glory it gives light and healheat to
the surrounding worlds and thus reidrendersars
themtheta fit habitations for iniintintelligentelligeat hu-
man beings butbat were it glorified as it
will be hereafter and as ouroun earthgarth will be
men such as weyve are clothed wathwim mortalitytyl
would be overpowered weee cluid natnet
stand in the presence of its glory without
being consumed this earth thereforeore
is deodezdeztineedestinedtIned to become one of the hesyheAyheavenlygily
maumansionsibI1 nS

audaua now with regard to its being the
place of I1rieitetiene habitation of the saints for
ever anoandan let moino quote some proofs
iniri v to it from ththe scriptures jesus
in hiihis addarid beautiful sermon on the
mount las told us of the blessings that
should resl on hishia people among which hohe
says blessedBI essedeased arlaareaar the meek for they shall
inheritinderjit the earth this certainly could
not have bad reference to this temptemporaloril exexi i

Isterlsteristancefeeree for look at the meek who lived on
the earth iruiri tuethe arst ages of christianity
iidlidildpid they I1inherit mhd earth no what
was their destine to wander about in
sheep skins and goatskinsgoatskins dwelling te-

sand cavos tf the earth nounot beinbeing9
counted worthy by the wicked to receive
an inheritance with them yet jesus said
They ahall inheritinbericheriC the earth when

I1ifT they do nat benorebefore death they
niimustlust after the resurrection in proof
thitthat they will ifilinheritibrie itlt after the resur-
rection 0 let melne refer yotyou to the
testimony of julinjohn recorded I1iniins the
fifth chapter otol revelations john shwsaw
Wa greatreat kompany ofor saints ihaifa the presencepre

the father and except those who
wereerd atthet the time of the
reet donnibri or christ hey were fhethe spirits of
medmen they were ginging a beautiful song
thetho purportpurport of which was emigration they
hadhid itt in view to emigrate from their pre-
sent home or location in the celestial para
disedisc to some other place and their song
reads something like this thouishou art wor-
thy to take the book and to open
the seals thereof for thou wast slain andandaud
by thy blood hathaft redeemed uaus fromirom all
nations andaud kindreds and peoples and ton
gues and hastbast made us unto our god kings
and priestsand we shall reign on the earth
this is the place of their future residence
and they rejoiced much in the anticipation
of returning to their mother earth the place
of their nativity they rejoiced exceeding-
ly at the prospect of getting back again to
the old homestead they were absent a
little beasonleasonL because of the wickedness that
covered the earth they were absent a little
seasonlowson because death overpowered their
mortal tabernacles the fall had brought
them down to tho grave but they rejoiced
that the grave would no longer hold its
captives these spirits from all nations
kindreds tongues and peoples were regolo
inglag inlif the great day when they should re-
ceive their resurrected bodies and return

again to their old homestead i the earth to
receive their kingdoms thronthronese and do-
minions we shall reign pu thetha earthe
notnoh comedome to be persecuted andabd driven
aaboutbout aithoas the meek abwalwaysays bavobavebavehave beendeen when
the wicked have hadbad power not come to be
scattered peeled and drivenaliven as
saints were not foto bobe sawn asunder be
headed persecuted and buffeted aaa the
servants and saints of god hayebaye always
bebabeen but they wintwinn come hereheid to reign

themThou hastbast madetmada us kings and priests
unto god and we shall rereignlIonilon on thewe earth
the period during which theythoy
reign as mentioned in the aapchapterteofof
revelation wasas one years and
this was the introduction to thelitheir eternal
reign blessed and holy is he who hath
part in the first resurrection for onoa
such the second deathdeatha can hayehave no
power and all such shall be priests to god
and to chritchristt and they shall reign with
him a thousand years in their song they
did not stretch forth to that eternal reign
on the earth which will commence aftenafter
the thousand years llavehave ended and thothe
earth has passedpaired away and been reneirenelrenewedidaidd
that was too glorious a theme to be record-
ed by john and for the inhabitants ofoc thothe
earth in their corrupt and fallen state
to become acquainted with itif they
rejoiced with such exceeding great
joy in the prospect of returning to
reign only for a thousand years before
the earth was tallyfolly redeemed glogioglori-
fied andfind made new how much greatgreater
would bobe their joy and how much more
glorious would bobe the song if theyothey couldouid
see thethemselvesmelves made kings and priestpriestl to
god and knewknow they were about to com-
mencemencela relreireignu on the earth which would
endure throughout the countless ages of
eternity

to prove that mankindmankindklud when they come
oat of their graves will come into posses-
sion of the earth ietlet me quote a very famil-
iar passage from thathe chapter of eze-
kiel ezekiel lived in the midstmidat af a peo-
plele who had apostatized in a great measure
fromornota the religion of theirthein fathers and who
bebeanbeganan to think thai their hope warwas lost andanal
thattha theythem were cutoffcut ofaoff from inheriting the
promises made to their fathers beesebecause
they saw that their fathers for ivany gen-
erationserations were dead and gone and beisher
ttheyhey nor their seed had comecomo intoluto posses-
sion of the promised land accoraccordingdink to
the predpredictionsietletions made in the daysdayi of0 abra-
ham and jacobjabob youyon recollect that the
lord promised Abraabrahamhirn andind jacob that
they should have the land of palestinePalestIna norfor
an everlasting possession wot only their
seedneed but they themselves abrahamiabraham and
JacobJacoV were to inherit iteverlastingly well
might the jews when considering thesetheae
promises and looking upon the bones of
jacob and theira oldoid forefathers who were
righteous men bleaching aaas it were in
their sepusepulchersleberscoers bereacybe ready to nindfind auttfault and
sayay our bonebonesi are dried our hope iais lost
the promise is notriot fulfilled andantl we areaib cuucutt
offgif from ohroarour portion that isJA taethe PromFrom tsiafaed
land given lo10 usas foranforfod au everlasting inher-
itanceItaiicealice the lord totododo
wicker and erroneouserroneous notions whichw aich were
prevalent among thetho apoapostatestated af riisraeliraelsrael
carried ezekiel inta the midst of Bd valley
full of baties and thentun told himhith to0o proph-
esy unto thonethose boneabones and to savusayhay untotito them
0OQ yoa dry bone hear thethel wordwora orthelorllordnord thus saith the lord unto thesetheae
bones behold I1 will bring up flesh and
sinews upon you and will cotercover youryou with
skinshin etoetc andatad ezekiel prophesied as he
was commanded anaandanuana as hohe prophesied
there tasvas a greatagrest noisanoise and a chalkinshaking and
the bones came togtogetherethek bone to its bonedone
and while he was examining these numer-
ous skeletons without either fleshy sinews
or oi 10lo mhdthe sinews and flesh came
uponspon them and the skin coveredcovered them
above butbia there waswa no breath in themtheta
then thothe lord said unto the prophet
I1 ProTroprophesyphosy unto the wind oftsonbonoil of manah and
saysav to the wind thus salsai ph thetue lord god
gomedome from thithi four winds 0 breath andaud
breath upon these slain that they may live
soq aaas he concommandedmanaeamandod mesmetme and
thahe reathbreath cambcame into ehm and they lived
andwoodand tood upul upontion tltheirir feet ahair exceeding

1 I1 I1gleatgreat army
I1

nowkow if we wereyere to zotogotogo to uninspired meumen
andund ask themtham the meaningmoaning of y
would saynay datit was the conversion of linneradeifie3
tato newness of llelie but the lordlora had
another interpretation which yoyouit will
find in the following verse I1 son of man
thesathese bones are the whole house of israel
including the old patrIarchsi 1 g their
forefathers for many generations thothe
people in ezekiels day ssaldsaidi lioaio ouroueouroar bonea
and the bones of ourotar lathersfathers are dry and
ourout hope is13 lotlost for we sraaro not brought
into thothe inheritance of tbthothe land of
tinetinaetcetcete but the lord by this parable of
the valley of dry bonbonesas wished to do away
with this lack of faith among israel and
his interpolation of it was behold I1 will
open your graves and I1 will bring you up
out of your graves and will bring youyon into
the laudland of israel police now the lord
did not say he would take them off to
some unknown region in the immensity
of space according to the notions of some
of our modern poetspoeta who look forward to a
heavenly place beyond the bounds of time
and space when a boy I1 usedusda frequently
to attend thetho methodist meetings though
I1 never joined any religious bogetysociety hutbus
I1 recollect a very beautiful hymnblymn they used
to singaing about being waited away 0o a
heavenorheaven of some kind 3 will repeat two oc
three lines ofor this hymn

beyond thetho bounds of timotime knolknot sp


