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I wiaL read a few say of our Savior,
recorded in the second amd third yerses of
the 14th chapter of the gospel according
to Sk John:

“‘In my Father’s house Aré many man-
sions: if«¢ were not. so, I would have told
yom, Igo to preparea place ior you.

“And if I go and e a place for you,
I will come again, and receive you unto
mtg:gilr; that where I am, there yo may be
& |

Itis not very customary for the Latter-
day Baints to select a text and to confine
sheir romarks to the subject matter there-
of; yet 1 do not know that there is any
particular barm in doing so, provided we
do mot limit the operations of the Spirit of
God upon ourselyes. It is my most ear-
ness desire when add a public as-
sembly, to understand the mind and will
of God in relation to what should be said
to them, No man, by his own wisdom,
anderstands the wanis of his fellow crea-
tures in all respects, but the Spirit of the
Most High understands the circumstances
of all the le, and that Spiri§, having all
power and wisdom, is capable cf moving
upon the hearts of His servants to speak
in the very moment what is most adapted
to the condition of the le. |

I listened with great interest this fore-
noon to the many su which were
briefly touched upon by Elders Woodruff
and Smith, one of which, in a particular
manner, seemed to 1est with considerable
bearing upon my mind: that was the con-
gﬁun of ?;Eikmd in a mtfriﬂ mée' and

e princi es, powers, glories, domin-
ions and exaltations that will be enjoyed
Dy the true Saints. This is a subject of
special interest to the Latter-day Saints,
and we should look forw rd with feelings
Huﬁjuym anticipation of the future,

we should understand what is neces-
saxy for us to do in this short life, to secure
the great blessings promised te the faith-
ful hereafter. Jesus,ia the passage I have

read, has informed the world tbat there |

are many mansions in His Father’s house.
Phis, however, was not spoken especially
0 the world, but to the apostles and dis-
eiples who were ered around him.
e Father’s house! 'Thereisa t deal
eomprehended in these words. here is
it, and what kind ofa house may we con-
clade itto be? Are we to understand b
the term house, used in this small
buildings such as are erected for our resi-
dence, here on earth, and if not !what are
we to understand? I understand that God
18 a Being who, as the Seriptures declare,
inhabits eternity. Eternity is His dwell-
ing place, and in this eternity are vast num-
bers of worlds—creations formed by His
mighty hands; consequently when K we
speak of the Father’s house we are to un-
derstand it in the scriptural sense, in .the
idea that is conveyed by many of the in-
spired writers. It is declared in many
pfueea that eternity is His habitation. He
1s not the God of ome little world like onrs;
He is not a Being who presides over a fow
isolated worlds in one part of eternity, and
all the rest left to go at random; He ,is not
eonfined to the worlds thatare made, com-
paratively speaking, to-day; butall worlds,
past, Prmm and future, from eternity to
eternity, may be considered His domin-
ions, aad His places of residence, and He
18 omnipresent. Not personally: this
would be impossible, for a n csnonly
be in one place at the sameinstant, whether
he be an immortal or a mortal personage;
whether he be high, exalted and filled with
ail power, wisdom, glory and greatness, or
poor, ignorant and | ble. So far asthe
Inaterials are concerned, a personage can
only occupy one place at the same moment,
That is a self-evident truth, one.that can
not be centroverted.
therefore, of God being omnipresent we
do not mean that Hisﬁermn is omnipres-
ent, we mean that His wisdom,
glory, greatness, goodness and
characteristics of His eternal attributes
are manifested and spread abroad through-
ous all the creations that He has made. %:Ia
isthere by His influence—by His power
and wisdom, by His outstretched arm; He,
by His authority, occuapies the immensit
of space, But when we come to His glori-
ous personage, that has a dwelling place—
a particular location; but where this loca-
tion is, is not revealed. Suffice it to say
that God is not confined in His personal
eharacler to one location. He goes and
comes; He visits the variows departments
of His dominions, gives them counsel
and instroctions, and presides over them
acecording to His own will and pleasure.
But il eternity is his house, habitation or
residence, whal are the mansion§ referred
to by our Savior, mentioned in the text? 1
undersiznd them to be places that the
CUreator /;as constructed like this present
world of ours; for this world, in its future
history and progress, wiil no
one of the mansions of the Father, wherein
His glory will be made manifest as it is in
many other redeemed worlds. I consider
that this idea of mansions has reference

more espec fo celestial mansio
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| celestial. God has formied' more worlds
than can poaaibI{fba enumerated or nmum-
lberedl:{m it were possible for man
| to count the particles of this little earth of
ours; if' he were able to aamm. the
figures that would express particles,
it would scarcely be a beginnin
number of the mansions which G
made inthe eternal ages that have pas
mansions that were made, first temporal
and afterwards redeemed and made eternal.
Mansions, no doubt, constructed mawh_gd
gimilar to the one we now inhabit; and in
the eternal ion of worlds they rise
upwards and still npwards until they are
glorified and are erowned with the pres-
ence of Him who made them, and become
eternal in their duration, the same as our
earth will eventually become. « We know,
according to the declaration of the scrip-
tthurpu, t‘?t-nur ﬁ;um ﬁru lm,ld?hlﬂﬂm fow
ousand years ago. How long the process
of formation lasted we do not knuw? It is
called in the scriptures six days; but we do
not know the meaning of seriptural
term day. It evidently does not mean
such days as we are now acquainted with,
—days governed by the rotatioa of the
eartih on its axis, and by the shining of the
great central luminary of our solar system.
A day of twenty-four hours is not the kind
of day referred to in/the seriptural account
of the creation; the word days, in the scrip-
tures, seems oftentimes to refer to some
indefinite period of time. The Lord, in
speakiag t0o Adam in the garden, says,
“‘In the day tbat thou eatest thereof thou
shalt surely die;”’ yet he did not die within
twenty-four hours after he had eaten the
forbidden fruit, but he lived to be almost a
thousand years old, from which we learn
that the word day, in this y bad no
reference to days of the same duration as
Chapter: o1 Gencals, Hin 156 dac s Big
0 n “In Y
¢reated the heavens and the earth;’’ not six
days, but, “in the day” that he did it, in-
monu.ng all the six days into one, and
that period ‘the day’’ that He
or the heavens and the earth,
- When this world was formed, no doubt,
it was a very beautliful creation, for God is
not 'the author ot anyihing imperfect, If
we have imperfections in our world God
has had nothing to do with their introduec-
tion or origin, man has brought them upon
bimself and upon the earth he inhabits.
But however long or short may have been
‘the d of the construction of this earth
we find that some six thousand years ago it
seems t0 have been formed, something after
| the fashion and in the manner in which it
now exists, with the exeception of the im-
ons, evils and curses that exist on
the face of it, Six thousand years, accord-
ing to the best idea that we have of chro
nology, are now about completed; we are
living almost on the eve of the last of the
six millenniums—a thousand years are
called 8 millennium—and to-merrow, we
may say, will be the seventh; that is the
seventh period, the seventh age or seventh
time; or we can call it a day—the seventh
day, the great day of rest wherein our
glube will rest from all wicked:. <8, when
there will be no sin or transgree -on upon
thewhole faceofit,the curses thal ; vve been
brought upon it being removes, and all
things being restored as they w«re before
the < Fall. - The earth will theu become
beautified, not fully glorified, not fully
redeemed, but it will be sanctified, and pu
rified and prepared . for the reign of our
Savior, whose death and sufferings we
hglvla, this aftarnnun, Tlgmuimurat&d.i He
will come and personally reign u t, A8
one of the maunsions of HiagFum; _;ﬂd
after the thousand years bave passed away,
and wickedness is permitted again, for a
short season, to corrmpt the face of the
earth, then will come the final change
which our earth, or this mansion of our
Father, will undergo,
be wrought, not by a flood of waters, or bap-
tism; as in the days of Noab, cleansing it
then from all its sins; but by a baptism of
fire and of the Holy Ghost, which will
sanctify and purify the very elements them-
selves. . After theseventh millenniunm has
passed away the elements will be cleansed,
or in;other words they will be resolved into
their original condition—as they were
.before they were brought together in the
formation of this globe. Heuce John says,
in the 20th ehapter of Revelations: *'I saw
a great white throne and Him that sat
thereon, from before whose face the heavy-
ens and the earth fled away, and there was
no place found for them,” .

Now, this fleeing away of the literal
{ heavens, and of the earth on which we
dwell with all it contains, will be similar to
the destruction or death of our natural
bodies, ©° We might say, with great
gmpriaty, when a man is martyréd or

urned at the stake, his body has fled
away, its present organization is dissolved,
and its elements are resolved into their or-
iginal condition, and perbaps united with
and dispersed among many other elemen’s
of our globe; but in the resurrection these
elemeénts are brought together again and
the body reorganized, not into a temporal
or mortal tabernacle, but into an eternal
house or ablding place for the spirit of
man. So the earth will pass away and its
e.ements be dispersed in space; but, by the
power of that Almighty Creator who or-
| ganized it in the beginning, it will be re-
newed, and those elements which now
{ enter into the composition ot our globe,
will again enter into the composition of the
new heavens and the new earth, for, says
| the Prophet John, “I saw a new heaven

and & new earth for the first heaven aund

the first earth had fled away,”

e
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He then beheld two cities, as is recorded
in the twenty-first chapter of Revelations,
wg rom God out of heaven, The

one is called the New Jerusalem.

The description of this city is not given in
this chapter; we have no i1nformation re-
| garding its size or the number of its gates
and the hight of itswalls; all that we know is

| that John saw it descend out of heaven.
Afterwards he was taken off into a high
| mountain and saw a second ci'?' descend
.out of heaven. A description of this, called
| the *Holy City,” is given. The number
of the gates, the hight of the walls, the na-
ture of the houses, thestreets and the glory
of this city are plainly given in the revela-
tion.  But when the first city, called the
New Jerusalem, descended, he heard a
voice say,
is with men, henceforth there shall bé no
more death, neither sorrow nor crying, for
the former things have passed away and
all things are made new.”” This will ba the
final transformsation of this earth, and
when that is effected it will become one of
the maunsions of our Father, It will be re-

"Behuu]l, the tabernacle of God |
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again to their old homestead,—the earth, G
receive their kingdoms, thrones and do-
minions. We shall reign on the earth!”
Not *come to be persecuted and driven
about as the meek always bhave been when
the wicked have had power; not come o he
| scattered, peeled, and driven as the ancient
Saints were; not to be sawn asunder, be-
| headed, persecuted and bufleted as the

| servanis and Saints of God baye always

been; but they will come’ tor :
T W o here to reign

us kings and priesta
unto the earth.”

1d we shall «
e sot pd mecesl s
| , 88 mentioned in ' the

Revelation, was one tho
this was the introduction to their eternal
reign, ‘‘Blessed and holy is he who hath
part  io the first resurrection,” for onm
such the second death” can have no
power, and all such shall be priests to God
and to Christ and they shall reign with
Him a thousand years, In theirsong ihey
did not stretch forth to that eternal reign
on the earth which will commence after

the thousand years have ended and the

deemed, or, we might say, resurrected | earth has pasaed away and been renewed.

after t passes away.
will be eternal, it will never be changed;

and it will be the eternal residence of those | earth in their corrupt and fallen

disciples to whom Jesus was addressing
the words of the text, _

Where will Jesus be? What is the partic-
ular creation assigned to him? I answer
that our globe will become the abiding
place of all the Saints from the days of
Father Adam until the time that it passes
away and is renewed again and becomes

lorified, afier which the tabernacle of
%}od_ will be with men, and He will wipe
away all tears from their eyes, and this cre-
ation from that time henceforth and for
ever will be free frem sorrow; and from
that od to all the ages of eternity there
will be no more death, for death will be
swallowed up in vietory., The curse that
came the Full will be entirely removed
and God, Himself, will light up the world
with His glory, making of it a body more
brilliant tban sun that shines in yonder
heavens.,

. Some may ioquire, ‘‘Do vou shink
the sun is a glorified world 7"’ 88, in one
sense, It is not yet fully glorified, redeem-
ed, clothed with celestial power and crown-
ed with the presence of the Father in-all
the fullness and beauty of a celestial man-
gion, because it is still subject to change
more or less, If it were fully glorified; if
it had passed through its temporal exist-
ence and had been redeemed, glorified and
made celestial, and had become the eternal
abiding place of celestial and glorified be-
iogs, it woun.d be far more glorious than
our eyes could behold, the eyes of mortal-
ity eonld -not endure the light thereof,
We can endure and rejoice in its present
light and glory. It gives light and heat to
the surrounding worlds an
them fit habitations for imwelligent hu-
man beings. But were it glorified, as it
will be bereafter and as our earth will be,
men such as we are, ¢lothed wi.h mortality,
would  Le overpowered, we counld not
stand in the presence of its glory without
being consumed, This earth, therefore,
is destined to become one of the heavenly
mausions.

And now, with regard to its being the
place of e habitation of the Saints for
ever an' over, lét me quote some proofs
in relati- vwto it from the seriptures. Jesus,
in bhis g1+4% and' beautifal sermon on the
mount, Las told us of the blessings that
should reat on his people, among which he
says, ““Blessed are the 1eek, for they shall
inherit the earth,” ' This certainly could
nol have bhad reference to this temporal ex-
istence, for 1ook at the meek who lived on
the earth inf the first ages of Christianity.
Did they inherit the earth? No. What
was their destiny? To wander about in
sheep skins and goat skins, dwellingin the
dens and. eaves of the earth, not beip
counted worthy by the wicked to receive
an inberitance with'thewm, yet Jesus said,
“They ®8hall inbherit the earth.” ‘When?
If they do not inherit it before death they
must after the resurrection. In proof
that they will inherit it after the resur-
rection, © let ' me refer you to - ‘the
testimony of John, recorded .inm ./ the
fifth chapter of Revelations, John saw
A great company ol Saints in the presence
of God the Father, and except those who
were resurrected +t the time of the resur-
rection of Christ ‘ney were the spirits of
meri., They were singing a beautiful song
the purport of which was emigration. They
had it in view to emigrate from their pre-
sept home or location in the celestial para-
dise, to some other place, and their song
reads something like this: *““Thou art wor-
thy' to take the book 'and to  open
the seals thereof, for thou wast slain, and
by thy blood hast redeemed us from all
nations and kindreds and psoples and ton-
gues and bast made us unto our God kings
and priests,and we shall reign on the earth.”’
| This is the place of their future residence,
and they rejoiced much in the anticipation
of returning to their mother eartbh,the place
of their nativity; they rejoiced exceeding-
ly at the prospect of getting back again to
the old homestead. hey were absent a
little season because of the wickedness that
covered the earth, they were absent a little
season ' because death overpowered their
mortal tabernacles, The Fall had brought
them down to the grave, but they rejoiced
that the grave would no looger hold its
captives, These spiritsa from all nations,
Kindreds, tongues and peoples were rejoic-
ing in the great day when should re-
ceive their resurrected bodies and return

J

thus renders

That renewed state | That was too glorious a theme to be record-

ed by John and for the inhabitants of the
ssate
$0 become acquainted with, It they
rejoiced with such exceeding great
joy in the prospect of returning to
reign only for a thousand years, before
the earth was fully redeemed, glori-
fied, and made new, how much grealer
would be their joy and how much more
glorious would be the song if they could
see themselves made kings and priesés to
God, and knew they were about to com-
mence a reign on the earth which would
endure throughout the countless ages of
eternity. '

To prove that mankind, when they eomse
oat of their graves, will come into
sion of the earth, let me quote a very famil-
iar passage from the 37th chapter of Eze-
kiel, Fzekiel lived in the midst of & peo-

le who bad apostatized in a great measure
rom the religion of their fathers, and who
began to think that their hope was lost and
that they were cut off from inheriting the
promises made to their fathers, becanse
they saw that their fathers for many gen-
prations were dead and gone and neéisther
they nor their seed had come imfo posses
sion of the Promised Land, according tc
the predictions madein the days of Abra-
ham and Jacob, You recollect that the
Lord promised Abraham and Jacob that
they shonld have the land of Palestine for
an everlasting possession, 'Not only their
seed, but they themselves,— Abraham and
Jacob,were to inherititleverlastingly, Well
might the Jews, when considering these
promises, and looking upon the boneés of
Jacob and their old forefathers, who were
rightecus men, bleaching, as it were, in
their sepulcners, be ready to find fault and
say; “Ouar bones are dried, our hope is lost,
the promise is ot fulfilled, and we aré cuv
off from our portiom,—that is the Promised
Land given to us for 'an everlasting iaher-
itance.’”” The Lord, todo awav withsuch
wicked and erroneous notions which wers
prevalent among.the apostates of Israei,
carried Ezekiel into the midat of a valley
full of bones, and then told him to proph-
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esy unto those bones and (o say 'unto them:
- & dry bones, hear the word of the
Lord, Thus saith the TLord unto these

bones: Behold I will bring up fleah and
sinews upon you and will cover yvou with
skin,”” et¢c.. And Ezekiel prophesied as he
was commanded and as he prophesied
thers was a gréat noise and a shakingz and
the bonas came together, bone to its bons.
And while he was examining these numer-
ous skeletons without either flesh, sinews
or . 8kin, *‘Lo, the sinews and flash eams
upon them and fthe skin covered them
above, but there was no breath in‘them.”
Then the Lord said unfo' the Prophet
““Prophesy unto the wind, son of man, and

81 say to the wind, thus saith the Lord God,

come from the four winds, O breath, and
breath upon these alain that they may live.
So I prophesied as he commanded me, and
the breath came into them and they lived
and’stood up upon their feet, an  exceadiag
great army."” - o

| Now; if we were to go to uuiusﬁi_red e
and ask them the meaning of this, they
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would say 1% was the convyersion of sinners
to newness of life; but the ILord had
another iaterpretation, which you will
find in the following verse; ‘‘Son of man,
these bones are the whole house of Israal,’”
inciluding the old patriarchs,including their
forefathers for many generations. . The
people in Ezekiel’s day said, *‘Our bones
and the bones of our fathers are and
our hope is lost, for we are not brought
into the inheritance of the land of Pales-
tine ete., but the Lord by this parable of
the valley of dry bones wished to do away
with this lack of faith among Israel, and
his interpetation of it was: **Behold, I will
open your graves and I will bring you up
out of your graves, and will bring you into
the land of lsrael.”” Notice now, the Lord
did net say He would take them oi to
some nnknown region in the immensity
of space, according to the notions of some
of our modern wm,whu look forward to a
heavenly place beyond the bounds of fime
and space. When a boy I used frequently
to attend the Methodist muth;gdl{ though
I never joined any religious ; bus
I recolect a very beautiful bymn they used
to sing about being walled away o a
heaven of some kind. I will repeat two or
three lines of this hymn:

‘‘Beyond the bounds of timeé and space
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