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youu will see that the colorado mid-
landd runs from colorado springs to
glenwood you will also see that
the D A BR QG has a narrow guage
line from denver via leadville
thence via eagle river and the
grand riverbiver also to glenwood and
abill further on to rifle creek
about 26 miles west of glenwood
springs

the colorado midland is a more
directigei road to glenwood but the one
vuvia leadville is easier on account of
the grades this is a part of the
D BR G system it follows up
the valley of the arkansas to ten-
nessee pass and thence down
eaglebagle and grand rivers to glen-
wood

having enjoyed the opportunity
of seeing the objects of interest on
the projected new road a few items
concerning the scenic attractions
will no doubt be acceptable to the
readers of the NEWS

those who have traveled over
marshallmarshal 1 pass and down the black
canyon may think that the new
road will lack the novelty of great
heightsh I1 ats ludand the deep recesses of
rarockyex canyons but such is not the
casecam having seen them both I1 am
bold to state that the finished part
of the BR G W system from lead-
ville west offers the greatest pictorial
treat on any line in the same dis-
tance in the united states the
elevations of marshall pass and
tennessee pawpass are nearly the same
the difference of elevation being in
favor of marshall pass the climb
from pueblo up the great arkansas
valley carries you through the
royal gorge and up brownbrownsIs can-
yon near the twin lakesbakes at granite
and up to the city of leadville on
mcheach side of the track huge moun-
tains are seen notably on the west
the collegiate range and the peaks
near the twin lakes elevation

feet form oueone of the loveliest
scenes possiblelb e to magineimagine

bocky heights of granite line
each sideat e of the track all the way
from pueblo distant snow capped
peaks keep the mind in constant ad-
mirationmimd ration the whole length until
Leadvillelieadville is reached this is purely
aridand simply a city often in the clouds
thetee elevation being feet hard
on weak I1lungs and heart troubles
but there is a large population
where heart troubles do not seem to
be seriously affected by the great
height above sea level

all the surrounding hills near the
tty are covered with shelterssmelterssmelters and

ft isfe to this industry that the city
owes its existence it is cheerless
and dreary without gardens and is
often covered up by clouds in
stormy weather

it is very doubtful that it will be
advertised as a health resort it
demonstrates one fact and that is
VWthat the human rarerape stops at no ele-
vation in pursuit of the root of all
evil so called

the midland road runs from here
to glenwood via the main range
thence via pryingfrying pan creek aridand
the roaringbearing porkfork on to newcastle
where extensive coal beds artar being
developed this road is of the
standardaa A WA gaugegau e and is compelled to
birosscross every high range on its west-
ern journey

the D BR G leaves leadville
and crosses the tennessee pass
elevation feet thence down
through the pines to eagle valley
and from the track a superb picture
of natural beauty is had when look-
ing over the valley eagle river
Cancanyonyonisis reached steep precipit-
ous and rocky covered on all sides
with pines then comes red cliff
a mining town promfrom here the
canyon deepens the roaring river
and sharp curves giving a constant
succession of pictorial combina-
tions

all along the sides of the canyon
the evidences of mining enter-
prises tell of the existence of the
precious metals at gilman three
miles below red cliff the mills and
houses are perched upon the pinna-
cles of the rocks on the edge of the
canyon these people are indeed
the modern cliff dwellers but of a
stripe different from the ancients
think of mills being fastened to the
sides of the cliffs resting upon
wooden uprights suspended feet
above the valley below think of

with women and children
belayingplaying around and making their
homes on the steep sides of perpen-
dicular rocks and you will glean a
good idea of gilman seenbeen from
the river below it forms one off the
most novel and interesting sights I1
ever witnessed

the mineral productions are gold
and silver I1 was shown a specimen
of bromide of silver very rare to
find the inhabitants are a gener-
ous good hearted people we find
that as far as the contents of their
homes was concerned they would
rather give you a share than sell you
anything they were old settlers
and had stayed in the country for a
long time

onwardonward though the canyon the
repetition of rocky defiles and seem-
ingly impassable points occur until
we open out into the valley ofeagle
river down which we ride a smooth
track well ballastedballestedbal lasted and laid ready
for the standard guage the moun-
tain of the holy cross is away to
the south each side of the river
the pines and cottonwoodscotton woods fringe
the banks covered in almost every
place with fine bunch grass

the views of different peaks and
valleys all along the route are per
faction as to combination all the
way no sterility no barrenness
every resource that can aid the set-
tler seems to abound and yet this is
sparsely settled

this route above all others seems
to offer the best natural roadway for
a transcontinental line there be-
ing a gradual descent from the ten-
nesse pass to green river a dis-
tance of about miles and over a
country as far as grand junction of
the most attractive character

about fifteen miles from glen-
wood the road enters the canyon of
grand river near some lava banks

the first I1 ever saw in colorado
up to this point eagle river is
clear and if full of fish would be a
good stream for fishing but all ad
verti zed fishing in guide books is
something to be received with cau-
tion grand river may be full of
fish but as some placer gold wash-
ings send their debris into the stream

I1 imagine it hard work for a sucker
t see any bait twelve inches from
his nose

As it is the great beauty of the
river is lost without the beautiful
blue instead of which a dirty yel-
low like a streamim after a cloud burst
disappoints the picture hunter

without trying to tell of all the
attractions of the canyon of grand
riverbiver I1 am bold to say that it is
the peer of any that I1 have seen in
colorado it is in many places as
high as the grand canyon of the
arkansas and much higher than
the black canyon of the gunnison
and through the whole run of fif-
teen miles the mind becomes be-
wilderedwildered with the kaleidoscopic
changes that occur at almost every
turn of the road students of geo
logy will find the different strata
of the earths crust all presented for
their admiration the basic granite
and the sedimentary rocks above
marble porphyry and a whole cata-
logue of rocks lie around in wild
profusion the engineering diffi-
culties must have been stupendous
one fact which shows at what cost of
life and money the roadway was
purchased is the many graves of
forgotten ones thathat are found along
the track in one place a dozen men
are laid away with only the deep
roar of the river to chant their re-
quiem and the marble cliffs above
for their headstones

there are three tunnels in the
canyon and they are all located
where the finest scenic effects are
fofoundund in some places the climcliffs are
perpendicular in others sloping
gracefully to the river bed but all of
them ponderous and massive tim-
ber abounds and gulches on each
side contribute side streams of water
that trickle down from the heights
wovea ove

if I1 had been the first to pass
down this wonderful chasm I1 should
have named it wonder canyon but
the canyon of grand riverbiver is the
accepted title and it is wonderful
to behold

glenwood springsaprin13 is a railroad
town with a beautiful bathing pool
and elegant bath houses built on the
site of some immense sulphur
springs on the bank of grand riverbiver
the elevation being feet above
sea level thousands go to bathe in
this health giving pool and many
say they are cured of rheumatism
and other troubles

the town itself is nearly alla
stores the people keekeep the placefromlively by buying from each
other there is very little
room for farming in the vicinity
below glenwood the road at present
reaches rifle creek 26 miles west
the gap of 65 miles from thence to
grand junction has yet to I1 e con-
structedted

As the elevation decreases melon
patches are seen and ripe tomatoes
can be purchased the coal seams
at newcastle are but a beginning
of the development of this valuable
mineral for miles upon miles of it
can be found in this region

As far as the eye could reach the
country in the neighborhood of rif-
le creek is similar in appearance to
the price riverbiver country if I1 could
hazard a prediction I1 would say


