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DISCOURSE
BY

ELDER ORSON
at the fourteenth ward Agassembly

roam on sunday after-
noon march 10loisi

REPORTED BFby gpo F GIBBS

teseeseeso wordswolds are found in tb q p th
verse of the epistle of bohnjohnfohn

god is light andiaandandla in himmm is nono 0dark-
ness

ark
at all i

inasmuch aas gad is
to be fta being full of truth 4fallqa I1 pfaf
knowledgeknowledgeaandnd intelligence having
almightyy power we Wwoulduld
ailyaly supposeso that hewahowa salsoalsoaiso agodd
of light that ndnc irle

1 of light and thatthit therthere iss Pnothing0
too leep tor him to understand or

great foghis understanding totd
comprehend or reach he being
full of light thiene cad be noho dark-
ness lain him shded he is spoken
of by jamesdaines as the father of
lights in other words his oft

children his and
daughtersdaughterserg partake ofaoiraolra portion of
that light which dwellsdwelis iiiin the
eatFatfathereatherherthethe samesanae as our children
boriborri unto uuss partake hin some reres-
pects

I1s
of the light tindand intelligenceintelligenbe

which dwell in their parents all
creatures that we are acquainted
with that haharhayehavef e life and being andnd
power to move upon the earth
have a degree of light a degreeedofof
understanding andhud that light or
understanding is meted oidaid to them
according to the decree of heaven
and according to the condition in
which they are placed to fill the
object of their creation

the lord deep not ln a ful
i

ness of light to any of hlahia creatures
in this world not even his own
sons and daughters haap histhis privi-
lege

rv
while in this mortal stateP aoff

existence it seemsbeems to be in ac
with the great purpose of

jehovah to place biahia ovydown children
here in this creation and impart to
them a very small degree of ligat
and truth they are required toito
improve upon this degree of light i

adding tthereuntohereu nudnid understanding
knowledge and truth bogierome in re-
flectingting upon this suisulsubjectjept might
ask the questions gitgififsit the lordtora is
an almighty bengheng possessing all
power andu is fullruilI1I1 ofa f intelligence
kknowledgenow I1 age anuandand truth and jt4 we
are his clchildrenlidrenildren why ditchdid he0 not
impart us thothe fulfuiness af this
light anibein the beginning of ourpur euistexistxf

t t
eneeence in thisthis world why shouldshould helie
give us uttie byy littleuttie whwhy are we
not born wwithith an understanding ofat
all things past all thinthingss present
andandallallnil things to come to nymy
mind thesea questions are easily
answered the lord designed in
placing his children here upon this
creation that they should not only
attain to great knowledge and un-
derstandingder and wisdom but that
they should show themselves ap-
proved iliin every sphere inili which
they might be placed where atlit
tie is given but little wwillili be re-
quired where much is given much
will be required and
termined in his own purpose and
mind that they should be agents to
themselvesyesses he designed to try
them in their agency with ait smailsmall
degree of light and truth at first tolo
see how they would act in reherehirelationtion
to the degree of intelligence given
in other words to see whether they
would make a use of the same
exercising their agency in doing
that which is right bicleavingCaving to
that which is good and resistingting
evil of kind and then hav
inglog been found worthy he would

a greater degree of light
and exalt them in tte scaleseale of
and impart to them greater knowl-
edge concerning himself and his
purposes and his ways and the
works of his handahandi if we were
created with a s of knowl-
edge it would hebe very difficult for
us to conceive how it could be pos-
sible to use this agency properly
before the lord it is true we
would be placed in possession of a
vast amount of information con-
cerning the patpast present and fu-
ture but being agents to ourselves
we might peradventure use this
knowledge inalnain a manner to do great
injury ethe lord deter-
mined that we should only be in
trusted with a little and
with an agency to use it according
to hlahia mind and will

we are the sons and daughters of
god just as much so as the child-
ren present this afternoon are the
sons and daughters of their parents
nudand in the same light that we are
the children of our parents
BOpo are the children of men the off

spring of the almighty he is
our gfatherather in the full elift Qe of the
word 1 and we were begotten by
him andnd bornbotn to him not in this

but in the world prior
to the existence of this one in ourour
former or first estate there we
were born there wowe were begotten
perethere a spiritual exist
ence in thefhe a dopfgopfgoeafpf god we were
then withofwithou flesh without donescones
without the organization benowwe now
are in possesspossessionloii of when I1 speakspeak
of a spiritual existence do not mis-
understand me I1 do not meantiememeanmennanthethe
kindind of existence spoken of in the
writings of many theologian in
which ththa3 spirits of men are repre-
sented as occupyingng no space and

havinghaying no relation to duration
or time such anall existence is in-
conceivable it id absurdrd in itsita iveryvery
nature 0o supbupsupposepobeose that theretheto can be
any existence 1 either iniq an lihithimmor-
tal

mvorwor
saltal form br in thill tirefirepresentsentkent form ofat

aniland spirit Us6 persona occupy
ing nosnobno space ititisis tine pt the great-
est absurdities evereyer invented by in-
telligenttell igent beings yettetet thhisI1 st isA incor-
porated

cor
in the artiasarticles of rafalthfaithth

some of the christian societies and
especiallyilylly in their theological writ-
ings they try to make spirlspiritualigual
existence as mysterious as
possibly can aandud often declare
father and god to beup a person and
yet accordingaccording to their articles a
faith he is said to bobe without body
parts or naabnaas though we
comprehend the existence of

or
some otat you my hearers may be

surprised especially the rising gen-
eration growing up in these valleys
when I1 tell you that there are mil
lions of christians so called mhoghowhobo
believe that god ppccuplecupie no apace
thathat Is1 as a body A is a
you read thetho 39 artlArtiarticlesoleiscleis of the
church of EnglanenglanddIff yohyou doubt
what I1 sayeay and willwili ethere fifeld

what I1 sayeay of killth
whichardwhichcharecharoiarelare more or imlesa

copied of the Churchof
england in the JIerie thodis disci-
pline it treirereadsads we bebelievelevleue itkoneninI1 one
god coneonconsisting of three
without body without parts with
put passions

in reading these things when a-
boy and not having reflectreflectede n aeh
I1 thought of coursecoarse it Wwasas one of
thefhe mysteries which we were not
permitted to understand I1 dijdia
not then perceive thithe absurdity ofor
the idea incorporated as onedue of the
articled of faith ofor a great andnd iru

religious body but after I1
grew uplap to manhood abidand lireflectedeflee ted
apon ibele began to try td
grasp in my mind and
inn somesoone meameasuresuregure a aiila
of two other boinbeinbeingsgI1 beside himmelf
and yet havhavingii g riotiou 0 body 1I coulacould
not do it ftrt was acontradict ionlon itifa
my mind something that ddd d nnot0lt

look consistent arldarid eeespecially when
they in order lo10 make the thing su
plain inlr their estimation that nonol
body might misunderstand them
declare that he has no parts con-
sequently he does not any
portion of finite or infinite space
however minutely we may divide
a inch of ispeepice though sep-
arated into millions of cyns yet
every one ofor thesthese1e minute
are partspart of the cubic I1 elleli abidand
when you speak about that which
hasbas nano parts then youjou come totb the
representrepresentationatilon of nothing theun you
corncome to thetire modern christian god
isas represented in thefttheir
and in their articles of naithfaith I1
laveanve wondered howbow it IP1

hatthat there are so mabmao who believebellevee
n these ideasideus men of JDn
elliggeticeenceeuce men that would scorn to
believe sucheuch principles connected
with natural philosophy andaud with
the selen cesees otat the day yet SQ mif
taken in their tuluda andaud sg
abed by alsefalse religions as to conccontconceiveve
of the existence of a linthalbinuinLin thatI1

has
no partscarts

now letjet me say something about
that being the subject of our text

god Is light and in him isis 1up19
darkness at all does hefie exitexist aklalla
a person yes has he a son call-
ed hisbis only Ys did
his son have a bodylbpdbad yekyes we
have thithiss afternoon been celebrat-
ing the lordslorda supper elendand com-
memoratingmem orating hiahla broken body that
waswab crucified for us had he parttkyes andfind thoethose parts occupied spacerspace
jj the same as all the children of
men did he appearappear in the tormformformeaof
man yes was he aboabout1ut the
common height bfb men yes
had hebe dimensions yes a sodybody
and parts and yet we aretarearo really
told that god consists of three per-
sons without body or laIF
jesus one of thesethebe three persons
they will tell you so and that
these three have oneoue body howblow
did the jews crucify him when he
had nothing to crucify pleaspleasee do

notnol blame me for speaking of these
absurdities but what saysbays the

in regard to these mat-
ters paul in speaking of jususjesusjeijet us
says he waswaa the brightness of hiahis
fathers glory and the exexpresspress

image of his perspersonon it the martyr
Stepstephenherlheri iain his lalastlystAyinging testimony
said behold I1 seepee the heavens
opened and the 10ionlon

1n af6 manalafi stand-
ing on thetho right handband ofbf god
ELOW many perpersons did stephen
beegee two and the adix wasvas tandstand
ing on the right handhandoc at the I1atherfather
then we have testeAtestimony to show
that the father has a right hand
and it would thethereforerefo re be fair to
infer that he has a lettiett hand ribo
but let me refer you back totoaa veryky
early period justfust before and im
medmediatelylately after rnmanadalistfirst tappfappeared
onn ouroun earth amonamongig other things
that are saidsidd of him you will nudbud
these wordwords andianda god saideaid leblet
us make man in our image after
our lilikilkkenesYeners AndtAnd thenben it sayscays

so god created man in hisbis beu
image in the image of god created
hebe him hencehonce whenever we
have had anyaby account given us of
heavenly beings appearing toman
owinthetah earth they have always
comedome in the form of man for in-
stanceqtance the lord and two othother
heavenly personagesperson agesagea appeared to
abraham who besought them tcto
tarry until something could be preai

pared for them to eat andaud we are
toldloidlold batthat a calf tender andiandl goodgoord
waaas killed and dressed and

iso wereverere which ther
with butter and milk constituted
the meal and that they did eat
canan you conceiveI1 of da more
opopa ideadea than for a person without
ady ordr parts bositto sitbit dodawnwy to0 a meal
ildlid eattalt you baaynany saysiy these were

ingelingels but you wilt day by reading
hifefifehe whole of this cchapterapter that I1
lave quoted from namely the ath
f genesis that after the repartrepast

theyvy proceeded on toward
am by abraham

nihalnd hathalf two ofor tha sops went
ahead leaving the jorord in
luonjuon ersaversa tion with abraham both
bcam themi in apethe same human form
1 rainpaingainahlahi we are I1informedV wined1 that
siye t otr elderseldera

I1

f
f
asrael at a

certiayanFcertain urmee wenwent uplili into mount
h nat where they haweav the godjinkiisraelaIsraelsrael

1 arldand they his penper
pon andprid also the lappiap peaaranceance ofor the
gromgropgroundad upon which beadleodbe

I1
todfododiod jacob

us that besaw goffgoi face to
face and we havebabe many declara-
tions made by many of the anancientcleint
prophets to the emmieffikettet that they saw
ihlahlm isaiah speaks of having seenpeen
him and says that hisbis train filled
thothe templetempie he was accompanied
oja gumgwmnumerousaumerous host of heavenly
beings

laa all of the referencest the lord
appears as a man they sawcaw himfilm as
a nianand those who bawsaw hian de
garibe him a man anas having a
bead eyes eamear mouth ecetc jufib
common with the human family
his children the difference how
ever between man and god does
not concis tso much in the personal
form abiriaa iriiii the vast immeasurable
amburst ofol and informs
ifciori1 ii iriin possession odtheof the father
idchileliliieliilie we his off wring have buthut
little a velyvery
co
tie children they havehalve poweipower to
move their limbarndbaridwalid that informa-
tion apparently iais all that they
have tthear minds breare much limited
indeed arldand theyy bavehave to learn by

experience they at first
learn someromesomething thadthat concernsconcernserDS
atheni they have learn the nature
of their sight and tthathai isJs not cor-
rect acylia bt butbilt by experience thythey

learn to compare thing and also
tindfind the distances of for
instance Ua little chi ld ta ken to the
dourlanddoboorand seongbebbec ing bheibe moonmood shining
n the heavens puts forth its little

hand to reach that luminary it
does not 1knownow the distandistance of ob-
jects it fearnslearns by experience
andaad hence it seems uevve havehavo begubeen I1

placed in the ikirt conditions ofor
andeeand we have to culti-

vate this knowlwledgeedgo by degrees 1

from one degree to anotherr until
we arrive to manmanhoodhood and woman
hood lindand biomesomebome continue to i

vate knowledge andland information
until they become old and gray
headed budbut some learn much
nasterfaster than ofmiersfiers from
ral advantages or those ofmethod
but there is a certain school far su-
perior to any achoacboagboolaola estab-
lished among nienmen it is thisthib the
lord has taught us that if wpwe his
children awill only repent of our
sinsbinsitier ahenwhen I1 speak ofbf repentance I1
mean a re formationreformation avi putting away
afidoiof sin when we this with all

i pur hearts and are immersed in
water for of our einssins we
have the promise that the holy
ghost shall bobe given to uaus thesisthis is

a blessing that the natural man is
ilotnot acquainted with but when hebe
becomes a spiritual man so60 far as
learning Is concerned he comescornea in
posespossessionsionsiou of a power he never
knew before to any great extent in
otherot her words he iaIs baptized with the
holy ghost what does this do for
the education of thel childrenchildreii of
men far moremora thaithal ourpur

do our
hardbard study year after year b ac-
quire their learning in human

hard thInkthinkingilig laIs ne-
cessarycessary reasoning gainingraining little by
little and it frequently requires
many years of cloecioe Application11

become what Js termedaa
man a mapman that condetaondeta thuhethe0
sciences tbt has Wcorkedbiked IF ay1

ahrthrough the various apart ts of
and perhaps geology1

I

andaud mineralogy andalland niralt the sunbuneun
eaeq sucheuch as are usually in

but the mantrida ailedfilled
with the holy ghost has got the

advantage of students who gradu-
ate at our universities why be
bausecause he can learn more in ten
minutesinuluu tes in regard cosmany thingsrhanthauthan another not so favored can in
all hishibhi life Indiindeedjed be can learn
somegomebomesome things by the operations of
theibe holy ghost whitenwhich no0 natural
manwannan or woman could learn how-
ever gifted they maybemay ba noumaytouyou may
Itilylinquirequire where they could learn

i these things I1 answer by tilo re-
velationsveye lations of the holy ghost which
brings to light many things that
areate past and shows that are
in the future the lord is just as
bieabiebleable to show one ofor his pupils who
will take the necessessaiyaly steps to be
taught what will takeCaVe placejalace a yearsar
or01 ten yearyearssorboror a hundhundredfed or a

or more yesearalarAbarah beuceence aaas
lthaitha principals in purour universitiessides
are to teach persons concerning
thithingshiishils present god fIs notilot confined
to the present orof to ththingsaings immedi-
ately concerning hishlf dupile or those
who may enter into the
hefie has pipreparedearedp but liehe opens the

pasitasi and future to abdtbd mind of men
jusjustt as jesus promised his disciples
when be was about to leavettleave thewthemkewkem
kHoWhowbeitneitbeit when be the spirit pi
truth is gomecomecome he will guide you
into all teutlatruth and he will show
you things iop gomepome

pAnk that the childrenn
ofor godabd who are counted worthy tto
be lain poswonlon of the hoyholy spill
should comply with allsby comcam

arldand become
mudnud supposing they should inquire
about the condition and formation

f the earth when the lord tolled
it into existenceex also aboulabout the
changes that have come upon it
how easy it would bebp for the I1lordcord
to them in a moch ii Aalmontmast
in eiliv odail e
it gifgivingv I1 ng the history of ilitai
econditiond tion before and when it waswa
fintfirt bralbraibraceded geologists may studystudsyearjearear after year alla U the beilbenlpe e eke
they can obtain concerning hethe
ggeological phenomena ofor our gjobye
they may specspeespeculateulato and say the
eartharth is beveralseveral millionsmilmii liona ofbt yearbyears
oldoidld founding their
upon geological etesc they

inytay must have passed
through successive changes for mil
lions bf yearsyeara but after ailallabbatwhat
do they really know they maymayi
have 6a veriveryvery iroiraimperfecteel idea incela
tion to the surface of the earth butbui I1

theptheydonotnotnov know anythinga hubut
the depths underneath this euper 1

civial stratum the great interior
they have only a faint idea afpf
tain very limited q few
surface scratchscratchesep andiandlancialalmostmost infant

in thickness
uncertain data they have arawill
their conclusions concerning the

theartyththe earth
supposing persons under tbtheinedn i

fluence of tilethe spirit of the ljungivinglvida
god should behold how many ofat
thiesthee changes have been
about and howbow great revolutions
have taken place isiace the earth
was last organized out of prepropreexist-
ent

exist
and eternal materiamaterialsid sup-

posing they should behbehold the
solid earth gradually emerging
from its waterymaterywatery envelope and
becoming one land the waterswaturs
gathered together into one place
not into two places not into differ-
ent oceans seas and lakeslake brtbut into
one place leaving the dry lardland in
one supposing they should
still further beedy the
holy ghost thidthis dry land after a
fefewgeww thousand years separatetd inta
great continents not by long grad-
ual phenomena in the katlmatinaturedirefire of
geological periodsperiperl butwit by fthothe I1imm
Inernemediatediate power of the great creator
supposing again that the oceanotean
should change from its location
aadlandanandilandliandland in many placediplaceslacea should
be brought to light supposing
again that they should behold in
vision mountains sink formformingdg

deep valleys and valleys rise up
forming high mountains
ing again that they were to see
many parts of these continents sink
and lakes appear in the sunken
portionons and SuPPOsupposingsinSID K too ttheyhey
were to behold great and important
changes at different gimesi
upon the dry land and upon the
partsparta called ocean changing places

ees
nowow a geologistgeologic would aaysay

all thesethestwebethings and all these revo-
lutions were brought about by grad
ual and bloslowblow changes whereas the
iimanmaun of god being taught by the
holy ghost noula baysay that these

were in a ccom-
paratively

0 m
ively short period of time

which of thuthe civotwo would be most
leorcorrectreet the man who speculates
from the littlelutle he can find outbut from
ithithee surfaceS examination of our lit-
tletie glglobeobe ofor the nianman whowho by the
power of the living god penetrates
injn vision into the depths of the
earthparth and also beholds those vari-
ous revolutions which have taken
place upon the surface of the earth

then again when it comes to
astronomical phphenomenaomenaen we are
taught that there are very slow cl-
imatic changes taking place which
occupy very longiong peti during
which the nnorthern0athern and southern
henchhemispheres of our globe are alter-
nately affected with extremes of
heat and cold it is true there are
causes of an astronomical character
which if permitted tolo act through
immeimmerselabeiise periods would necessarily
produce alternate extremes of tem
pera tuie in the two polar herrberrhemis-
pheres

ilslis
it is also true that differ-

ences of temperature in the two
hemisphere would necessnecessarilyatily de
minish the polar ieeice in one and in-
crease it in the other thus there
would necessarily result a continued
change of sea level a change in
thothe eearthyart center of gravity ath lilisisi g 0of bhee ocean in thothe goldercolder
hemisphere a correspondcorrespon diegreretire-
ment

tire
ofol thetho ocean in the warmer

giving jIsorise io10 glacial angano sllsli tar glagia
cacialal of great I1

but all these great phenomena
could also bpbe brought aboubonaou in a
few yeahyears by limplysimply and
alternately the angleaugie be-
tween the plantplaneses of the earths orbit
andland the equator lleileliehe who formed
the uuniverseniverse holds thethel regulating

keyhey in bisbia own handband by bishis aal-
mighty power it was organized by
his law it ia governed by his good
willwilt arid pleasure it passes through

by his decree it will
pass away and be renewed whichV bichbloh
gives the lihosit information that
which cornea from utUs d direct by
the pow eror of faililsilia revelation
froinfrom heavenbeaven or that which comes
from arierein ere based upon
pomeborne incertauncertainin data that may be
correct arldand that may tibttibiube be cor-
rect I1 would say give me the pri-
vilege of being taught from on
b gb ggilenialveniee the privilege of being
taught by that being who knows
and corn orelien ds everyeverythingtb lb per-
taining to althisthis creation and knows
the changes that juhas undergone
and how long the earth basdonhashab contin-
ued

jintin
in itsita present condition or

nearly in itua present condition
we infer from this ggood booboorbookk

calleailcallededmingeangBAng james translation ofor
the bible that a fewrewew thousand
years ngoPRO thetho earth was formed
and many havebate Lsupposeded that it
waswils than formed out of nothing I1
needbeed hardly say to this congrega-
tion that no such nonsense can be
fdfound iniint the scriptures but in the
creeds of men maybemay be found this
dea set forifortbhat god created all

thin s now how do
thetile of these creedcreedss as well
asag those who bellevebelieve in them know
that heho didaid such a thing have
jueytuey any reyelation from the
olstfirst chapter Gemesisof to the end
of the revelations of sf john
which states aior intimates that the
IO10lordrd badettemade the earth out of nothing
not one this is the addition of
rnmanan ththibthis1 s ja a arddtraditionI1 cloCIO n formformeded by
uninspired articles of falthfaith andarid
discipline to govern people in their
religious ideasidas whereas the word
a0 god says nothing of the kind
the materials out of which this
earth was formedare just as eternal
as the materials of the glorious pe-
rsonage of theibe lord himself novnow
he consconsistsisis of a body and parts and
noknotnot only of parts but passions ilehe
has the passion of love so much so20

that hebe is called a god of love
hencebavingthis nonsensesense about god hav-
ing

bav-
ingingrioHO parts nor passions is among
the inventions ofat human wisdom
this being when he formed the
earth did not form it out of som-
ething that hadbad no existence but bohe
formed it out of materials thatthat had
an existence from all eternity they
never had a beginning neither will


