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These words are found in the 5th
verse of the lst Epistle of John:
“God jis light; and in him isno dark-
ness at all.”

Inasmuch as God is represenfed
to be a being full of truth, full of
knowledge and intelligence, having
almighty power, we would natur-
ally suppose that he was also a God
of light, that is full of the principle
of light; and that there, is nothing
too deep for him_ to understand, or
or too great for his understanding to
comprehend or reach. He being
full of light, there can be no dark-

pess in him. Indeed, he isspoken
of by James as the ‘‘Father of
lights.””  In other words, his ofl*
spring; his children, his sons and
daughters, partake of a portion of
that light which dwells in the
Father; the same as our children,
born unto us, partake, in some res-
pects, of the light-and intelligence
which dwell in their parents. All
creatures that we are acquainted
with, that have life, and being, and

ower to move upon the earth,

ave a degree of light, a degree of
understanding, and that light or
understanding is meted ouf to them,
according to the decree of heaven,
and according to the condition in
which they are placed, to fill the
object of their creation.

The Lord doeg not infrust a ful-
ness of light to any of his creatures
in this world, not even his own
sons and daughters have this privi-
lege, while in this mortal state of
existence. It seems to be in ac-
cordance with the great purpose of
Jehovah, to place his own children
here in this creation and impart to
them a very small degree of light
and truth. They are required to
improve upon this degree of light,
adding thereunto understanding,
knowledge and truth. Some, in re-
flecting upon this subject, might

| that is, asa body, and yetis a

spring of the Almighty. He is
our Father in the full sense of the
word, and we were begotten by
him, and born to him, not in this|
robation, but in the world prior
to the existence of this one—in our
former or first estate. There we
were born, there we were begotten,
there we received a spiritual exist-
ence in the image of God, we were

‘(Father’s) glory, and the express

then _without flesh, without bones,
without the organization we now

are in possession of. 'When I speak
of a spiritual existence, do not mis-

writings of many theologian= in
which the gpirits of men are repre-
sented as oceupyingno space, and’

or time. Such an existence is in-
conceivable; it is absurd in its very
nature, to suppose that there can be

tal form, or in thé' present form of
body and spirit, as persons occupy-
ing no space; it is one of the great-
est absurdities ever invented by in-
telligent beings.  Yet this is incor-
porated in the articles of faith of

some of the Christian societies, and

especially in their theological writ-
ings. They try to make spiritual
existence as mysterious as they
possibly can, and often declare our
Fatbher and God to be a person, and
yet, according to their articles of
faith, he is said to be without body,
parts or passions,as though we could
comprehend the existence of some-
thing without a body or parts.
Some of you, my hearers, may be
surprised, especially the rising gen-
eration growing up inthese valleys,
when I tell you that there are mil-
lions of Christians (so called), who
believe that God pecupies no epace,

You read the 39 Articles ,of the
Church of England, if you doubt
what I say, and you will there find
what I say; al:o/the Articles of the
Methodists, whieh are more or less
copied from thoge of the Church of
England.  In the Methodist, disei-
pline it reads: We believe in one
God, consisting of three persons,
without bedy, without parts, with-
put passions.

boy, and not having reflected much,
I thought, of course, it was one of

ask the questions, “If the ILord is
an almighty being, tpnsaeaaiug all
l o

ower, and is ful intelligence,

the mysteries which we were not
permiited to understand, I did
not then perceive the absurdity of

understand me, I do not mean the|
| kind of existence spoken of in the

as having no relation to duration

any existence, either in an immor- |

peIsoen.,

In reading these things _Whﬁtll A

nowledge and truth, and if we
are his children, why did he not
impart unto us the fulness of this
Jight in the beginning of our exist
ence in thils world? why should he
give us little by little? why are we
not born with an understandi: g
all things
and all things to come?” To my
mind these questiens are easily
answered, The Lord designed, in

placing his children here upon this

creation, that they should not only
attain to

they might be placed. Where lit:

tle is given, but little will be re-

guired; where much is given, much
will be required. And having de-
termined 1n his own purpose and
mind that they shoeuld be agents to
themselves, he designed to Ltry
them in their ageney, with a small
degree of light and truth at first, to
see how they would act in relation
to the degree of intelligence given;
in other words, to see whether they
would mske a good use of the same,

of
past, all things present,

great Knowledge, and un-
derstanding, and wisdom, but that
they should show themselves ap-
proved in every sphere in which

representation of nothing; then
come to the modern Christian God,
as represented in their discipline,
and
have ofttimes wondered how it is,
L

exercising their agency in doing|i

the idea, incorporated as one of the
articles of faith of a great and nu-
merous religious body. Batafter I
grew up to manhood, and reflected
upon these things.and began to try to
grasp in my mind and compreherid,
in some measure, a being consisting
of two other beings beside himself,
and yet having no body, [ could
not do it. Tt was acontradiction in
my mind, sométhing that d d not
look eonsistent; and especially when
they, in order to nake the thing so
plain, in thelr estimation, that no-
body might misunderstand them,
declare that he has no parts. Con-
sequently he does not occupy any
portion of finite or infinite space
However minutely we may divide
a cubic inch’ of space, thotugh sep-
arated into milhons of purts, yet
every one of these minute portions
are parts of the cubie ipeh; and

has no parts, then you come to the

You

in their articles of faith. 1

hat there are so many who believe
n these absurd idess; men of in-

when you speak about that which |

not blame me for speaking of these
absurdiries. But what says the

ters. Paul, in speaking of Jesus,
says, he was “‘the brightness of his

e

mage of his person.” The martyr
Stephen, in his last dying testimony

Scripturesin regard to these mat-| becomes a spiritual man, so far as

—

a hlaaaiug that the mnatural man ie
not acquainted with; but when he

learning is concerned, he comes in
pos-ession of a power he never |
Enew before to any great extent; in
other words, he is baptized with the

deep valleys, and valleys rise up,
forving bigh mountains. Suppos-
ing again, that they were to see
many partsof these continents sink,
and lakes appear in the sunken
portions; and suppoeing too, they

‘Holy Ghost. What does this do for

said, ““Behold, I see the heavens

How many persons did Stephen |
see? Two; and the Son was gt -
ing on the right hand of the Father,

Then we have testimony to show
that the Father has a right hand,
and it would, therefore, be fair to
infer that he has a left
But let me refer you back to a very
early period just before, and im-~
mediately after man first appeared
on our earth; among other things
that are said of him, you will find
these words: “And God saidy Let
us make man in our image, after
our likene-s.”
“80 God created man in ‘his own
image, in the image of God created
he him.” Hence, whenever we

l

hand also. |

the education of the children of

opened, and the Son of Man stand- | men? Far more than our acade.
ing on the right hand of God.”|mies do.

Our children bave, by
hard study, year after Eea._r' to a
?nul:e their learning in t ?'humgn
stitutions; hard thinking ‘is ne-
q

little, and it frequently re

become what is termed s learn
man—a man that understands
sciences, that has  worked E
mathematics, and perhaps ge
| and mineralogy, and all' the &
| ces, such as are usually ta ‘

geolo

AC~

¢essary, reasoniong, gainingﬁlttl_a by
many years of clote application’to

s the |
| . Is way |
through the various eputments_nj

universities. But the man filled
And 'then it says,| with the Holy Ghost has got the
advantage of students who gradu-
ate at our universities. Why?. Be-

were to behold great and important
changes, at different times; wrought
upon the dry Jand, and upen the
Eutn called ocean, changing places
Yﬁ-‘-ﬂum g e A
oW, & ogist would say
all these tmgs"and all these r:ﬁ
lations were br&gght. about by grad-
ual and slow changes; whereas the
man of God, being taught by the
Holy Ghost, would say that these
things were accomplished in a com-
pnr%t_.wely ehort period of time.
Which of the two' would be' most
correct, the man who speculates

—

gY, | from the little he can find out from
n- | the surface examipatien of our lit-

tle globe, or the man who, by the
power of the living God, penetrates
in vision, into the depthsof the
earth, and also beholds those wvari-
ous revolutions which have taken

cause he can Jearn more in ten

heavenly beings appearing to man

have had any account given us of |

miunutes, in regar
than another, not so favored, can in

on'thé earth, they have always|all his life. Indeed, he can learn
come in the form of man. For in-{some things by 'the operations of
stanee, .the Lord and two other|the Holy Ghost, which no natural

heavenly personages appeared to|man or woman could learn, how-
Abraham, who besought them to|ever gifted they may be. You may

tarry

until somwething could be pre-|inquire where they ecould learn

pared for them to eat; and we are |these things? I answer, by the re-
told that *‘a ealf, tender and good,” | velations of the Holy Ghost; which

was killed and dressed, and cakes|brings to light miany things that
also were prepared, which, together | are
with butter and milk, econstituted |in the future. The Lord is

t, and shows things that are

just as

the meal, and that they did eat. |able to show one of his pupils, who

lous idea than for a

|and eal? You may eay, these were
angels; but you will find by reading
the whole of this chapter .that I
have quoted from, namely: the 8th
of Geuesis, that after the repast,
they proceeded on theirway toward-
Sodom, accompained by Abraham,
aud that two of the persons went
ahead leaving the '_.l_.n{)u* himself in
conversation with Abraham, both
of them, in the same human form.

Again, we are informed that
seventy of the'elders of Israel, at a
certain time, went up into Mount
Rinai, where ‘“they saw the God of
Israel;” and they describe his per-
son, and also the ‘appearance of the

algo tells us that he saw Go# face to
face; and we have many declara-
tions made by many of the ancient
prophets to the effect that they saw
him. Isaiah speaks of having seen
him,and says that his train filled
the temple; he was accompanied
vy » wawmerous host of heavenly

beings.

Iav ull ﬁf the references, the Lord |in the twinkling of an eye, all about
appears as a man, they saw him as [ it, giving the whole history of ite
a man, and those who saw him de [condition, before and when it was

Can you conceive of a more ridicu- | will take the necessary steps to be
person without | taught, what will' take place a year,
body or parts to sit down to a meal Jor ten years, or a hundred, or a

thousand or more years hence, as
the principals in our universities
are to teach persons concerning
things present. God is not confined
to the present, or to things immedi-
ately concerning his pupils, or those
who may enter into the university
he has prepared, but he opens the
‘pastand future to the mindsof men,
just as Jesus promised his disciples,
when he was about to leave them
“*Howbeit when he, the Bpirit of
Truth, is come, he will guide you
into all truth; and he will show
you things t gpme-”- .
Supposing then that the children
of God, who are counted worthy to

ground npon which besto.d. Jacob | be in possescion of the Holy Bpitit,

should eomply with all his com-

gard toomany things, |

place upon the surface of the earth?

Then again, when it comes to
astronomical phenomena, we are
taught that there are very slow cli-
matic changes taking place, which
occupy very long peiiods, during
which, the northern and southern
bemispheresof our globe, are alter-
nately aflected with extremes of
heat and cold, It is true, there are
causes of an astronomical character,
which, if permitted to act through
immeuse periods, would necessarily
produce alternate extremes of tem-
perature in the two polar bemis-
pheres. Itisalso true, that difler-
ences of temperature in the two
hemispheres, would necessarily de-
minish the polar ice in one, and in-
crease it in the other; thus there
would necessarily result a continued
change of gea-level-—a change in
the earth’s center of gravity—a
rising of the cecean in the colder
bemisphere, a cerresponding retire-
ment of the ocean in the warmer,
giving rise to glacial and inter-gla-
cial periods of gieat length,

But all these great phenomena
could also be. btﬁukh‘t aboud, in a
faw'thnuﬂbd‘ years, by simply and
alterpately changing the angle be-
tween the planesof theearth’s orbit
and the equator. He who formed
the universe holds the regulating
key in bis own hand. By bhis al-

mandments, and become revelators,
and supposing they should inquire
abdut the eondition and formation
f the earth, when the Lord rolled
it into existence, also about the
changes that have come upon it
how easy it would be for the i.ord
1o show them, in a moment, almost

seribe him as<a man, as having a [ first formwed. Geologists may study,
head, eyes, ears, mouth, efe., in [year after year, all the best wﬂ,f,.

common with the huoman family,
his children. The difference, how-
ever, between man and God does
not consist so much in the personal
form, ag'in the vast, immeasurable
amount of 'knowledge and informa-
tiorr in possession of the Father,
while we, his effpring, have but
little, a very
eomparatively the same as our
tle ehildren: they have power to
move their limbs,and that informa-
tion apparently ‘is ail that they
have; their minds ure much limited,
indeed, and they have to learn by
setual experience,
learn
UIPHF; t.h{;-j?

of their sight, and that is not cor

Jimited  amount |lions of years.
Jit- | do they really know? They may

they can obtain, concerving the
geological phenomena of our globe;
they may speculate and say, the
earth “is eeveral millions of years
old, ‘founding their speculations
upon geologiéal appearances; they
may #ay, that jt must have passed
through suecessive chauges for mil
But after al), what

have a very imperfect idea inrela-
tion to the surface of the earth; but
they do not know anything #bout
the depths, underneath this super-|
ficial’ stratum—the

great interier; |
They at first | they have only a faint ideaof ‘eer-
somwething that eoncerns|tain very limited loealities—a few
have to learn the nature | surface scratches,and almost infini-

mighty power it was organized; by
his law 1t is governed; by his good
will apd pleasure it passes through
great ¢hanges; by his decree it will
pass away and be renewed. Which
gives the 'mmost information, that
which comes from G d, direct by
the power of his Spirt—revelation
from heaven,—or that which comes
from mere epeculation, based upon
sowe uncertain data, that may be
correct, aand that may riot be cor-
| rect? 1 would say, give me the pri-
vilege of being taught from on
high, give me the privilége of being
taught by that being who knows
and comprehends everything per-
taining to this creation, and knows
the changes that -it. has undergone,
and how long the earth has contin-
ued in its preseut condition, or
nearly in its present condition.

We infer from this good book,
called’ Ring James' translation ef
the - Bible,; that a few thousand
years ago the earth was formed.
And many bhave supposed that it
was then formed out of nothing. I
need hardiy say to this congrega-
tion, that no sueh nonsense can be
found in, the Scriptures; but in the

creeds of men, may be found this

that which is right, cleaving to
that which is goed, and: resisting
evil of every kind. And then hav-
ing been found worthy he would
imspart a greater degree of light,
and exalt them in the scale of being,
and impart to them greater knowl-
edge concerning himself, and his
purposes, and his wa{ra, and the
works of his hands. If we were
created with a fulness of kKnowl-
edge, it would be very difficult for
us to conceive how it could be po=-
sible, to use this agency properly
before the Liord, It is true, we
would be placed in possession of a
vast amount of information con-
cerning the past, present, and fu-
ture, but being agents to ourselves
we might, peradventure, use this
knowledge in a manner to do great
injury. Therefore the Lord deter-
mined that we should only be in-
trusted with a little information,and
with an agency to use it according
to his mind and will.

We are the sons and daughters of
God, just as much so as the child-
ren, present this afternoon, are the
sons and daughters of their parents,
and in the same light that we are
the children of our eartifly parents,

PO are the children of men the off-|had nothing to crucify?

!
believe such principles cennected

elligevce, men that would scorn to

with natural philosopby, and with
the sciences of the day, yet so mi--
taken in their minds, and so infaiu-
ated by false religivns, as to conceive
of the existence of & being that has
no parts.

Now let me say something about
that being, the subject of olir text
“God is light, apd in him is no
darkness at all.”’ Does he exi-t as
a person? Yes. Has he a Son call-
ed his Only Begotten? Yes. Did
his Son have a body? Yes ' We
have, this afternoon been celebrat-
ing the Lord’s Supper, and com-
memorating his brokeu body, that
was crucified for us. Had he'parts?,
Yes, and those parts occupied space
ust the same as all the children of
men. Did he appear in the form*ef
man? Yes. Was he about the
common  _height of men? Yes.
Had he dimensions? Yes, a body
and parts. And yet we are really
told that God consists of threé per-
sons without body or parts. Is
Jesus one of these three persons?
They will tell you =0, and that!
these three have one body. How
did the Jews crucify him when he
Please do |

L

“headed.

rect at first, but by experience they

find the distances of things,
nstance, a little ebild'tsken to the

- el

—

wnd to reach that ]uminary; it

J
And henee it seems we have been

from one degree (0 another, unti)
we arrive to manhood and woman-
hoed; and some -continue to culii-
vate knowledge 'and information
until they become old and gray-
But some Jearn much
faster than others, from either natu-
ral advantages, or those of method.
But there is a certain school far su-
perior to any schools estab-
lished among men. It is this. The

children,.will enly repent of our
sins—when I speak of repentance, I
mean areformation, a puttingaway
of sin; when we do this with al!
our hearts, and are immersed in
water for remission of our eins, we
ave the promise that the Holy

placed in  the first conditions of |ent and eternal materials;
knowledge, and we bave to culti-| posing
vate this knowledge by degrees— |=o0lid earth gradually  emerging

Lord bhas taught us that if we, his |

tessimal in thickness From these
nncertain data they bave draws
learn te compare things, and also|their counclusions concerning.the
For | age of the.earth,

Suppesing persons, under thein-

ioor and secing the moon shining | fluence of the Spirit of the living
n the heaveéns, puts forth its little | God, should behold how many of

thes= changes have been brought

ioes not know the distance of ob- |about, and how great revelutions
ects, until it leazns by experience. | have taken

place, since the earth
was last erganized out of pre-exist-
sup-
the

should behold

they
from its . watery .envelope, and
becoming one land, the waters
gathered together into one place—
not inte two places, not into differ-
ent oceans, seas and lakes, but into
one place, leaving the dry Jand in
one placs. , Supposing they should
«till further gee by the power ofthe
Holy Ghost, this. dry land, after a
few thousand years, separate into
great continents, not by long grad-
ual phenomena, in the mature of
geological perieds, but by the im-
mediate power of the great Creator;
supposing again, that the ocean
should change from its location
and land, in many placva,shuuid
be brought to light. Supposing
again, that they should behold in

idea set forth, that God created all
things f:?lm"n,ﬁ;hlng. Now, how do
| the founders of these creeds, as well
 as those who believe in them, know
that he did such a thing? Have
‘they any revelation, froma the
first Chapter of Genmesis to the end
of. the revelations of St John,
| which states or intimates that the
Lord made theearth out of nothing?
Not one.’ This is the addition of
man; this i3 a tradition formed by
uninspired articles of faith and
discipline to goveru people in their
religious ideas; whereas the word
of God says nothing of the kind,
The materials out of which this
earth was formed, are just as eternal
as the materials of the glorious per
sonage of the Lord himself. Now,
he consists of a body and parts, and
not. only of parts but passions. He
has the passion of love, so much &0
that bhe is called a God of love
hence this nonsense about God bav-
ing no parts nor passions is among
the inventions of buman wisdom.
This being, when he formed the
earth, did not form it out of some-
thing that bad no existence, but be
formed 1t out of materiais that had
an existence from all eternity: they

Ghost shall be given to us. This isl vision, mountains sink, forming'never had a beginning, neither will



