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voice of god it tola from this source
the revelations of god through theabu
propprophetb st presidentt of the church
that the church hasbaa received itsite
knowledge of the gospel and the
power of the priesthood it lais true
that theme revelations asaa they have
been received from time to time have
been presented to the members of the
church for their acceptance and up to
the present there always has been aoan
overwhelming majority of the saints
who have been sufficiently enlight-
ened by the spirit otof god to accept the
word olof the lord through H s prophet
and carry it out aid my faita
laIs that it will always be so
loin thisthin dispensation for the reason
that god has promised us that he
will consummate his work in this
dispensation of cursocourse if it should
transpire that the church should re
loot the word of the lord through his
prophet as they have the liberty to
do it they soBO elect then they would
not change the truth or the law bui
would in effect say we will not aoac
capt the law of god and if that un-
happy time ever comes they must as
sumeaume the full responsibility of the act
which rejects the COULSecounselslil of god
you will perhaps remember the fact
that ancient israel once did this in a
very remarkable manner whoa they
rejected the mild goverDgovernmentMOUt of the
judges and clamored foror a king that
they might be like other nations andana
when samuelhamuel took maihe matter to the
lord he was commanded to let them
have their way to give them a king
and apparently forthefor toe encouragement
of samuel the lord salu they have
not rejected thee but they have re
footedacted me that I1 should deign over
them hearken unto their ibebe peo-
ples voice said the lord how belt
yet protest solemnly unto thimthem aid

showbow them beabe manner of the kingbind
that shall reign over them 1 I
samuel viii all of which the
prophet did but without avail and
israelselbyby a sad experience through
long periods of tyrannyty rant y by reason otof
kingly rule learned howbow solemn a
thing it was to reject the word of
bod

but youyon seem to think that the
powerw r above referred to assa lodged loin ththeevraidentpresident0 of the church is destructivedestructive
of the principle of common consent
and on that headbead say itif the first
presidency hasbus the right to change
alter or make lawslawal for the church
common consent Isin obsolete and worethere
can never exist two supreme law mak
ing powers in any organization at one
and the same time 1 the mistake
you make is in considering the mem-
bers of the church through the opera-
tion of the de of 1100common13 mon con-
sent J asan athelone supreme lawmakinglaw making
power in the church thereanwhereae in re-
ality it Is not the lawmaking power
at all the church of christ isin gov-
erned by the laws of god which lawslawe
hghe reveals to the church through him
who is the president thereof and it
the church should reject that law
they reject the lowjaw of god and would
be under condemnation and under
godgodsgodaa displeasure lorfor it cannot be that
he would be well pleased with thosehose
who reject his counsels you are
right in saying there can never ex-
ist two supreme lawmakinglaw making powers
in any organization at one and the
same time lil nor has god appointed

two supreme lawmakinglaw making powers
in his church he hau ap-
pointed but one and thathat one the
president of the church and I1
apprehend that a very great amount 0
the difficulty encountered by yourselfyour
and others who may take the same
view of matters as yuyi u do arises from
the fact that you attempt to displace
the lawmakinglaw making power or what would
be moremere accurate to maybay the law an-
nouncingnoun cing power torfor the lawsjaws are the
laws of god which god has appointed
in the church with another and thatthai
other the members of the
through the operation of the doctrine
of common coneconsentent flf l the church
of christ auba lets by reason of a volun-
tary acceptance otof its doctrines sodand
willing submissioniou to lieits laws and
discipline on the part of its membersmem bere
people are converted to the truth it
teaches and of their own free will sub-
mit to its regulations and as the
church begins in a voluntary accep-
tance of its so it continues
andana asan nownew truths are revealed souana
changing conditions rit quire nownew regu-
lations or irregularities call for the rt
affirmation oroi existing laws these
measuresiea are submitted to the mem-

bers of the church that they may accept
them that theymay may assert their har-
mony with the laws of god and when
theme church doctrines andana regulations s
are thus accepted they are of courcourarderin
force only so larfar boes the doctrine
of common it enter into the
making of laws for the churchyou further say tuat if the com-
mon consent toIs withholdwithheld there restsreefs
no authority in the first presidencyPreside ocyiDey
to make aittaltarr or revoke the

lawslaw itif the church should reject
the word of the presidentPresidetit of the
church which the saints are com-
manded to receive as the very word of0
god then of course it may be saidpaid that
things would jomecome to a standstill for
aias already pointed outtie church can
only exist as its members harily

its doctrines and submit coiteto ite
regulations but this phase otof the
question need not detain us longer
as it does not represent an eskue in the
present condition of allaireaffair common
consent l is nutnot withholdwithheld from the dec-
larationla of rules in relation to politi-
cal as affecting its high church
officialsciale on the contrary it is ac-
cepted by the saints sudand is in force
asa a church regulation by the will
of the presiding quorums and the con-
sent of thehe church members it fol-
lows let me remind you that those
who are opposing it and seeking to
destroy it are opposing and seeking
the destructiondeet ruction oiof a rule regularly in-
troducedtrod by the presiding authorities
and accepted by the church membersmem bere
and therefore such parties are making
war upon the ceuron

you will understand the above re-
marks ou the doctrine of common con-
sent asan applying alone to its place in
thebe making of lawslawn and not asaa rera

to setsacts of administration 0
and the election by vote of soac-

ceptanceceptance of officers in the 1

relations it doubtless would have a
somewhat wider scope than in relation
tto lawmakinglaw making lorfor the church but it
is not necessaryneotis sary tutj discuss that here

V
DUTY OF THE MINORITY

you say you cannot accept thehe nobo
called 1 pas the word of the

lordalord or the policy that it is the dutydaly
of every member of the church to car
ry out on the contrary you believebelieve
it to be the duty of every man who
views the subject as you do to do allhebe can towards its repeal before si
measure tola adopted when it Is in thestage of formationformatiou and under

I1 believe it to be the right of
every man honestly to express hb
views upon it and if it doesdoea not
to him to be right or fallsails to appeal togo
hishie judgment as a wise policy it lais hairight in a coper spirit to oppose ILbut when by action of those to who
it is submitted and who have isa right
to decide the decision goes against
judgment and conviction and thisthequestion has passed from thehe field of
discussion to the realm of accomplished
factact then I1 think that that law inig MA

binding upon the minority asae upon theBC
majority and that it should be A
loyally supported by ththesecsc who opposed
it as three who advocatadvocatedee 14iuntil itsif wisdom is vindicated orof
itsita folly made maulmanifesttest and theway prepared for itsita repeal Q
course if a policy is10 bo utterlyY beb A
in oneoneapis judgment that onesonea acs
soeo enoeence cannot become reconciled to 1H 1

nobe hasbaa the alternative of leaving tthsociety enacting it but it laIs a roleals
to think one can consistently stagafa
bituin an organization stidand yet mkwar upon its laws and regulations kthave been particular thus to state ay
views upon what I1 think should bebethsy
conduct of because yoa
confidently declare the belief thai J
oo00oncece held views similar to your own qaon
this point I1 disclaim thathat horevhoweverhow evir11

and that mostmoat emphatically and liarbiairht at no time have I1 entertained thiv
views avowed by you you cite Wair
evidence of my entertaining sucadoll
views the language used by me in ado4ministeringml to brother cosetmog 1

rhthatcheratcher the expression seized knoalbayouby you asaa sucheuch evidencevldence Is the
making that brother moses MRYmay become powerfulpower lul and strongetring to plead atiftothe rights and liberties of01 the people ma

it tois evident you say thatthai at tb
time your opinion was that the liber
ties of the people were jeopardized
and in view of the cioncontroversycontrotrovevernyreiiheniben existing it isia but fair 10Q 1

assume that wasethese liberties wereweftplaced in jeopardy in your judgments
ny the manifesto which torfor reasons
best known to youyeu you bad been led

to sign to say thertheleast outof it you have here hungbung a very
heavy weight upon a very blenderthread you certainly had to ralee
the phrase with which you began
your calculation to itsita tenth power lain
order to arrive at your conclusion ofcourse I1 cannot remember the balki
guage I1 used on the occasion referred
to you may have rereportedportel it accuraterat
jy for all I1 know it may have bedasan fervent and earnest as your report
makes it for I1 was anious furfor the rigf0overyvery of brother movesmoses aandnd alwart
felt in administering to him that if I1could have imparted to him a portiott
of my own physical strength or could
havebays shared my own health with hihim
I1 would have dooedone it without besthesita-
tion for he was and Is dear to raaattbut know brother once for anall
that the manifesto was not in my
mind mry moment while administer
ing to moses on that occasion not
did I1 think then any momore thanbani
I1 do now that there was royaw


