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THE LAST OF HOPT.

Stot Dead Within the Walls of,
the Penitentiary To-day.

RETRIBUTIOX AFTER MORE THAX
SEYEN YEARS.

Fifty Spectators Admlitted.

A HISTORY OF THE CASE.

FULL DETAILS OF THE EXECUTION,

1o consequence of the murder of |
John ¥. Turnoer, tor the commmission of
which Fred Hopt, alias Welcome, was
executed at the penitentiary to-dzy, l
being oue of the most celebrated cases
that has everoccurred in the United
States,as full particulars as are withlu.]
immediate reach are presented.

THE MURDERED MAN,

Fred. Hopt's victim, Jobn Frasklig |
Turuer, was a native of Provo City
Utan Couuty, and *was the son of
Bheriff Joho W, Turner, He was born
January 9, 1856, He ,was a young man
of good churacter, and was not known.
to have 4 single enemy.  Ile followed
the business of farmer agocl teamster,
and on the 28th day of Junc, 1880, lefi.
bis borge at Provo i for Fark City, to
obtain work. This was the last time:
his parents und friends gaw bim alive.
On the 10th of July following, the body
of 4 murdered man was found in Echo |
Cufion, but it was not until July 19th,
when éheriﬁ' Tueer received u dis-
patch stating that on¢ of his son’s ,
teawws kad been sold at Piedmont, by
in noknown mMan, thaet the sheriff sng-
pfcte(l that bhis son had met with foun
play.

HISTORY OF THE CRIME, i

_John F. Turner arrived st Park City
on the 30th of June. He bad with him
two teams, snd made his camp On the
edpe of the town. He spent u day or
two Beekipg cmployment, durin:.d
which time he met with Fred. Hopt. or |
Welcome, a8 he was then known., The |
lutter was consldered a**hard citlzen,'” |
and had peveral times,been in the ens- |
tody of Sheriff Toroer for various of-
fenses. He had been heard to state
that be wonld Ie revepged on the
Turuer fawmily, and on one ocea-
slon be said that John F. Turner had
purchased a horse, saddic and revoiver
trem him and had not pzid for them as
he agreed 10. In teliiog of this eccur-
rence he excliimed to H. 8. Wisner, at
Provo, iu reference toJ, F. Turner,
“B}’ G—,

I'LL KILL HIM

if it is ten years from zow;: I'll follow
him to his grave!" Nothing was
thought of these threats, and when |
Hopt and young Turner got tozether
at the P’ark, the former Iperatiited

gome means, and on 1he evening
ot the 3rd of Jolv went to bis camp.
‘There was a third party there, whom
the witnessesat the trial believed to be
Jack Emerson.

Precigely what occurred at Turper's
camp on the night of July 5rd bas never
been made public. Emerson declared
that he was not there, and us Hopt
told u..story

ACCUSING EMEISON

of the crime, in order to shield him-
self, no reliance cen be placed on the

details. One thing i3 certaio, John
F. Tarner wus pever seen alive after

that time. From all the cir-
chmstances and subsequent develgp-

July,

would sot 0 nulil witer wne nolivay,

iong day, as when he and Hopt started I

out they took a supply of whisky
along.

on the morninz of the 6th of
opt und Emerson started out,
the former driving the lead wagon,
in which was recreted Tnrner's body.
Sheriff Allisou, of Summit County,
met them ghortly after the start was
made, on the road to Wauship. At the
latter place, the same day, Hopt sold

Earl

two sacks of chopped barley to Charles

Reynolds, but wus very particular to
get the empty sacks back, That night

HOPT AND EMERSON

camped in Echo Cafion, about seven
miles above Echo Clty.

Qo the evening of the 6th David
Moore, of Castle Rock, was ridiog
slong in the endion when be came upon
the camp. Hopt weut out and spoke
to bim, and offered to sell himone
team, but Moore did not wish to buy.

Emerson was at this time in bed. Hopt

remained up for some hours later, and
the presumption is that be then

REMOVED THE BODY

from his wagon. It was taken behind
the rock, inte some brush, aod there
left, rolled up in the tent, with rocks
thirown loosely on it.

On fre morning of the 7th a start
was made without breakfast. On

the &th they * reached Piedmont,
Wyoming, aud on the 9th they
went into a store there, where

they met W. H. Moss. Hopt, who did
ull the business, asked Mr. Mossabout
getting work, and the latter offered
nito .50 per day for & man and team.

| Hopt was not anxlous to take this,

however, and fually =old one of the
teamms — horses, wagon and harness,
complete—1o Mr. Moss, who pald $200
for toe outfit and received a

BILL OF SALE

signed by **Fred II, Welcome and
John Emerson,' snd withessed by o
justice of the peace, C. Gl

At Hilliard & stop was made, and
while Hopt was rammaging about in
the wagon, be inok some articles of
<lothlnr out and threw them to Emer-
40u, saying he had better wear them,
is they were too smsll tor him. They
were donned by Emerson, 1 boy who
wag iu the vicinjty at thetime beinz a
witness of this incident. The articles
were the property of the

MURBRDERED MAN,

and wete upon the person of Emerson
at the tiipe he pave himself np
to the officers, and he was
brought to Utah wearing them.

On reachine Green River Hopt sold
the remaiuing part of the outtt to a
named Hall,

While in Green River, he met with
Geo. P. Campbell and had several con-
versatiops with him. His mind was
uneasy and he told Campbell that ke
bud not rested well for several nights.
He ciaimed to be afraid of Emerson. In
one of these conversations he said to

' Mr. Campbell, **I pever killed a man,”

then added, hesitatiagly, **Yes, 1 bave,
I bave klfled & young, iunoceut man

IN COLD BLOOD."

From Greea River Hopt went on
eastward, finally arriving at Cheyenne,
where he was captured, of which the
detuils u'plpear further on.

He bad left Emerson at Green River
and the latter baving no money,hunted
for ewployment, znd worked several
days, huuling grain for o sheriff in that
part ot the country. He then pro-
ceeded to Carbon, Wyominyg, where he
ohtained employment in the coal
mines.

The body of y@ung Turner was found
1n Echo Cufion, setven milesirom Echo
City, by a passing teamster, on the
10th of July, 1880, Richara Wickel,
justice of the peace, lhmpanpeled u jury
on the 12th and, efter hearing all the
atiainable evidence, the jurors found a

ments, it is probable thut, after young |
Turper had got jnto bed, Hopt took nis
opportunity to wreak a ierrible re-
venge on the unsuspecting wan. There |
wzsan axe in Turper’s wagon, and
this was doubiless the weapon usedin
the commission of the atrocious
crime. Turper’s pkull was crushed in
on the left side ot tbe head, and tho
left jaw was broken.

The blood that spurted from the |
wouand when the

YATAL BLOW

was given, spattered Hopt’s clothing,
The blow had evidently been given from
behind, and from an 8xe §n the hands
of a left-handed person, a3 Hept was.
After the murder had been committed
the body was rolled up injthe tent and
placed under somne grain sacks in one
of the wagons. Hopt then went to a
saloon in Park City, where he spent
the remainder of the mght.

Next mornlng, July 4th, Hopt was

met by a man named Akoff, who
noticed biood on his shirt sleeve and
bosom, aud on bis coat. When

usked ¥ be had been hurt, Hopi's
reply was “No; some s— of a
b— has gotuway with bis man.> In
a dance ut a hurdy house the night
before 2 mman named Bates had also
noticed the blood stains, and on his
inquirlng what bad made them Hopt
said "L hit B 8— of a b-—, and hit him
bard, teo, and then choked him.”

THE FOURTO
belng on Bunday, the holiday -
Park GCi

celebreted  in on
Monday. Hopt bad endeavored to get

was

vardict stating that the deceased was
unknown, and badbeen murdered.
About the 10th, Sberiff Turper re-
ceived a dispateh from Echo abaut his
tealr baving been sold by a man who
seemed willing 1o let it go for any-
thing be could get; in the meantime,
be bad read accounts of themysterious
murder and noted well all the descrip-
tions given. Putting the detalls to-
Eflherhe no Jonger had a doubt that
S 80N

WAS THE VICTIM

and on the <20th he started for
Echo, where the bedy hsd been fully
identitied by Deputy Sheriff Fuwler,
Sherift Turper sent to this city fora
coffin, and bad the remains forwarded
to and buried at Phovo. He went
thence to Piedmont in quest of the
murderer or morderers, theoce to
Green River, and so on in the
trall of the fleeing {fugitives
recognizing  his ﬁproferty as he
went along, and fioally arriving at
Cherenne, where he met with T. Jeff
Carr, a detective for the Union Pacific
Rajiway, with whom the Sheriff had
reviously communicated by wire. A
aw minutes after his srrival he looked
through the car window and saw a man
whom he at once recognized as llopt
—or Welcome, 88 he was generaliy
known at that time. Hopt wes imme-
diately arrested by Sheriff Allison und
Detective Carr, and taken toithe Chey-
enpe juail for safe keeping, Whilein
custody he made

A PARTIAL CONFESSION

to Detective Carr.  On the way to the
jail be remarked ““I think I shall swing

tana, cud drive nue af the two teswa | ingoirad Mr, Carr,
which be said he bhad, but Emerson | by

Emerson to go along with bim to, Mon-

for thig."” *‘What have you donet”

The reply given
Hopt was to the efieet that
3.0 bed killed Sherif Torner's son,

| He was drouk all that and the follow- | The prisoner Lhen went op to say that

the bady had been hiddea near Echo,
in the caflon. He said that Mr. Tur-
ner had had bim in f4il for some time,
and bad not ireated him properly; he
bad been worked without bheing &l-
lowed apything forit; he was broke,
and thought it wounld Le a good

CHANCE TO GET EVEN

with the family snd make a raise, Du-
ring anotber couversation with the
detective the same afternoon, Hopt
said he bad not done all the work him-
self; be had & partaer whose name was
Emerson, and who did the kllling.
Hopt admitted that be was as puiity a8
if he had done it himself, as he stood
byand saw it done aud shared in the
spoils.

Tae next day the officers started
home with thejr prisoner. On the traln
Sherif Allison talked with Mopt

about the crime.  The iatter
gajd "I will tall you how
It came about. 1 was arrested

once In Provo on a charge and I got
clear of thet. I get intos little more
trouble, and Johnny was {he cause of
the re-arrest. I concluded 1 would
get even with the Turner family."

HOPT'S 8TORY OF THE KILLING

was to the effect that Emerson and
Turper had disagreed over gomg to
Montana: that Emerson had said he
would kill him, and Immedlately went
over and struck Turner two blows on
the besd with & board, then
came buck and told Hopt what
be bad dene. They then put him
into the wagon, covered him with
grain sacks, snd went to the town
Where they got some Jiquor. They had
been drinking considerably for several
diys priorto the murder. They had
then left on the morning of July 6ih, as
already narrated.

The prisoner was brought on to Salt
Lake, arriving there on 3unday even-
iDg, July 25, and was at once taken to
the city jail and placed in solitary con-
flnement. The pext imorning he
was taken before U. 8. Commissloner
Sprague,when he walved examination
and was remanded to swajt the gec-

ion of the grapd jury.

Two days after Hoot had becn com-
mitted—on Jfuly 98—Shenif Turuoer
agaln turned his attention to the work
of bunting down the guilty, and be
Fassed through Salt Lake en route caat
1 quest of Jack Emerson, npon whose
shoulders Hopt bad thrown the entire
hurden of the crime, On the 24 of
August 4 telegram was received at this
office irom the Sheriff, dated Bryan,
Wyomae, in which it was stated that
the mission

HAD NEEN sUCCESSFUL

end he was_then zeturning with his
prisoner, Tne}' arrfved the same
eveoing, and Emerson was at once
taken to the City Jail. Emerson bad
Fracticully surrendered, as the follow-
og dispatch which had Dbeen sent' by
him shows:
CarBox, Wro., Julr 20, 1850,

To My, Moore, Deputy Sheriff:

I see by tne pupers that I am accused
of murderirg John Torper. I can be
found here at any time.

JACK EMERSON,

The officer acted npon this telegram
and found his man and arrested
him without dificnity, Emerson mere-
ty saying when told be was wanted—
“All right; I will go with you "

Op October 20th, 1881, Emerson
wid put oB trlai for complic-
ity In the crime. On the 25th he
was fonnd guilty by the jury, and on
Jan. 15, 1882, he was sentenced to fm-
prisonment for life in the Utsk' peni-
tentiary. On Mzrch 26, 1888, he was
pardoned by the Governor, circum-
gtances having developed poiuting to
the strong probability of bis inno-
cence.

IN TRE COURTS.

On the 14th of Decembar, 1830, the
grand jury of the ‘Third Judieia! Dis-
trict, filed twenty indictments in
ceurt, Ome of tbese read as follows:

Territory of Utah, In the Third Judicial
Distyict Court,

The People of the Territory of Utah
| vB.
Fred. Welcome and Jack Emerson,
Murder in the First Degree.

Fred. Welcome and Jack Emerson are
accused LY the grand jury of this court, by
Lhis indi¢tment, of the crime of murder
the first dc{ree, committed as follows: The
snid Fred, Welcome and Jack Emerson, on
the3lst of July, 1880, st the counly of Sum.
nit, in the snid Territory, with force nnd
urms, ~and  with  some deadly 1netru-
menls and weapons to the grand jury
unknowr, felonlously, wiltully, dellierntely,
of thewr malice arorel.lmught usnd promed:-
tatedly, did make an assault on und wpon
one Jo{m F. Turner, and with said deadly
instrumenis and weapons, did them aud
Lherc feloniously, wllfully, deliberately,
premeditatedly, and of their malice afore-
thought,mortally wonnd said John F.Turner
ob and opon the side of his head and face,
from which said wound the spid John .
Turner did then and there die, and tha
krand Jury aforesaid do BAY
and  charge  that the said Fred.
Welcome and Jack Emerson, In the manner
and Torm aforesaid, felohiounsy, wilnlly,
deiiverately, and premcditatedly and of
their mabce a_rorel.houihc, did "kill and
murder the said John F. Tarner, contrary
to the form of the statutes of suid Terris
tory,in such cases made and provided, and
argamst ihe peuace and dignity of the people
a

oresald.
{Sigued) JOHN O. CUNNINGTON,
Foreman of the Grand Jury,
Jus. H. BEATTIE,
U. 8. Attorney,

’i:u!lty. and demanded separawe trials,
'bis demand was acceded to by the
court. TFred. Weicome, as he was
pamed in the indictment, stated that
bis trae pame ivas Frederick Hopt.
Emerson geve his 28 John McCooneli.
The two were confined in the peniten-
tiary, witheut bail. OnJan.25th,1881,
they were brought into court and John
A. Marshall and L. J. Sharp were ap-
?ointed by the court as counsel to de-
end Hopt, E. D. Hoge and H.F, Wil-
liams being appointed for Emerson.

On the 9th of February, counsel for
Hopt moved for a continuance of the
case tiil the next term, but Jodge
Emerson, who was on the bench,over-
ruled the moticn, and February 16 was
set as the dste for

THE FIRST TRIAL

of this memorable case. On the first
day of the trial, the sttoroeys for the
defense renewed the motion for a
postponement, on the ground that jm-
portant witnesses could not be secured
&L that term of the court., Jnodge
Emerson also denied this motion.

The case Was one of jntense interest
to the public, and the large court room
wad ctowded almost to sufocation.
Diatrict Atterpey P.T. Vin Zile and
bie sasigtant J. H. Beattie,prosecuted,
the defense being conducted by Messrs,
John A. Mareball and Lee J. Sharp,
After s vigorous contest the following
jurors were uccepted and sworn;

XK. Desenberg, Wn. Sehade,”

Chs. W. Mann, George Marriot,
Ei . Ashton, F. G. 8. Lyngberg,
Wm. A, Pitts, . i, Nounnaun,
“Fred. Bolwinkel, Thomas Goodman,

Up to tbhe time of the opening of
the testimony, Hopt displayed tbat
atter absence of interest in the
procecdings that has characterized
bis caurse throupghout ithe gseven
years of his imprisonment. His

ETEEL GEAY EYES

weré expressionless, and npot a
shadow crossed his Jace, mor was the
east Remblance of {faltering mani-
fest. Dariong the recital by the wit-
nesses of the various chapters {n the
uwfol tragedy that went to ferm Jinks
in the chain that was to bind bim to
death, he never betrayed the slightest
emotion, though in the first trial he
listened more attentively thun on snb-
sequent occasions.

ne first witness placed upon the
stand was Sheriff John Tnroer, whose
son had been so cruelly murdered just

&3 he was mergiprg into manbood’s
estate. The brave officer told how, on
July 28, 1830, kis soa bad left home for
Park City in search of employment;
that po word had been received from
bim and the family becume uneasy;
and Jow, oo hearing of the finding o

the dead body of u young man iz Echo
Cafion and learning of the sale of one
of bis teams, the dark suspicion arose
that he had met with some terrible
fate. The sberiff then told the story,
while laboripg under the most ttense
feeling, of how bhe hsd uccom-
plished tke difficult task of bonting
dowe to the

MURDERER OF BIs CRILD,

resting noitber pight nor day until he
found him, and then, as an officer,
leaving the law to take 1its course,
turned bim ove- to the proper author-
ities. Beveral times during the givin
of his evidence, the sheriff was mave
to tears when referring to ‘““Johnay,"’
as the hoy was familiarly named.

Thomas Fowler, Bilas’ Allred, W, H.
Moss, Wm. Carroll, Charles Jones,
Georpe Akoff, Cyrus B. Hawley, Chas,
E. Bates, Almon Clyde, E. M, Allison,
Chatrles iteynolds. Leonard Phillips,
David Moore, J. M. Benedlct, George
P. Campbell, Hector & Wisner and T.
Jeff Carr were the witnesses for the
prosecution. The defense.pffered no
teatlinony, and the case was submitted
on the arpuments of Messrs. Beattie
and Van Zile for the people and Mr.
Sharp for the defense., After bLelug
out an hour snd fifteen minutes, the
jury returned a verdict of

GUILTY OF MURDER

in the flrst degree. The announce-
ment was received by the prisoner
with perfect stolidity. His attoroeys
were allowed till March 312 to tile o
statement-on motion for s new trial,
Further delays were had to March 28,
when 2 new trial was denfed.

On the 4th of April, Hopt was
hrought into court to receive sentence.
When the Judge asked him whether he
had anything to au.gawhy judgment of
death shonid not be pronounced, he
replied, *Yes, sir, 1 have.
ewilty; am npot grilty.' When
told ke could have his choice as to
whether he would be shot or hapged,:
be eaild *I prefer to he ghot.”
He was then sentenced to be shot on
the 20th day of May, 1881, betwecn the
hours of 10a. m.and 3 p, m.
®On April 28th, un appeal was taken
to the Territorial Supreme Court,
where the judgmeit of the Third Dis-
trict Court wus afflrmed. The case
was lthen 1aken to the Sopreme Conrt
of the United States. and on Septem-
ber 28th of tie following vear, 1852, an
order was received reversing the actien
of the ilnferior courts, and ordering
that Hopt be given a new trial, owing
to errora havine been made by the
court oq the first hearing of the case.

THE SECOND TRIAL.

The case had lost none of its inter-
est in the public mind, and onr March
9,1888, the opening day of Lhe sec-
ond trial, s large nemoer of peopls
assembled to observe the proceedines,

I am not

Judge Hunter was oo the bench, Judge

Three days later, December 17, the|{ E, T. Spragaoe and
two men were arrafvned, pleaded noti prosecuted, white the

Artbur Brogg
same atiomes,
a8 ot the frst trial, Messars. Sharpyg -
Marshall, appeared for Hopt.

March 7th a jury was empaneled g
the prosecution introduced the sap,
witnesses 28 before, and followed the
same line of proof. In addition g,
the evidence at the flrst trial, a bo
named Fred. Simoms, of Park Oy,
testified that he saw Hopt and youp;
Turper at the latter’'s camp on th
night of July 3d, shortly before the
murder wus committed. A% that $ime:

| Torner was {n the act of

GETTING INTO RED.

A map named Reese, who wag
convict, alse testitled that Hopt con.|
fessed to him that be bad killed Johagy
Taoroer, An important feature of thi
tris? was that Emerson appeared asg,
witness, aud related how he had beg
engarped by Hopt and had travele
with bim until they reached Wyoming,
but he had never seen anythiog g
young Turper. At this trial the jun
were out two hours, and returpedy,
verdict of guilty of murder in the firg:
degrea against Hopt. r

pril 2nd, 1883, Hopt appeared §
court for the second time to recels:|

SENTENCE OF DEATH.

When asked by Jndre Hunte
what mode he preferred, shoot
e or hanging, he

cool]g Te
quested a few minnteg in which
consider the matter. After a quariy
of an honr's deluy, he stated thatk
would choose death by haoglog., Th
coart accordingly ordered that th
gsentence be curried into effect on Juy ,
1st, 1883, betwern 19 2, m, and 2 p. m.
The usudl proceedings onm appel
were takes, and in the Terrimriag 8o ¢
preme Court the action of the Distrid
Court was gustained. Ono n hear
before the Bupreme Court of the Un;
States, however, this decision was re.
versed, and oo April &, 1834, a remit. |
titur, ordering another trial, was tils
in the Third District Court. On th
commencement of preparations for

THE THIRD TRIAL,

counsel for Hopt oo the former occ.
slons withdrew and attorness 8. H
Spiderand W. G. Van Horne wereap
pointed by the court. District At
toroey Dickson and 8. R, Thurma
prosecuted. |

On the 28th of April 2 motion by th
defenge for a continuance was deme
oy the conrt, ard tre following foron
were secured after three days’ work:

A. J. Pendleton, ¥ John Gllespie,
Geo. W. Richmond, Charies Gillmore, |
George Iaybould,  David Archivald,
Th‘pmns Sappington, Fred, Eimon,
AW, Davis, John Willoughby,
G. M. Forbes, Moroni Guilespie,

The {nterest manifested by thepublk .
1o the case Liad, by the commencemeti .
of the third trial,deepened 10to jotens:
excitemeut on the part of a umil
pany, and romors of an intends
attempt at lynching were ik
amony a portion of o
populace. Hopt was therefore kel'!
careinlly guarded bi' the United Staw
Marstai. The third trial extend
overu period of eight duys, und the:
torneys on buth aides did thelr utma
toenatch the victory from their oppar
enta,

The web that was woven around
prisoner by the proeecution was eta
strotger thao at former trials.

THE SEULL

of the murdered man was exhumed
and broyght into court, cres-
ing s sersation. The left aside bud
heen crusbed in, evidently by 2 blow
from un axe, and the Jeft jawhooe wa
broken cff,

Up to thistime not a witness had
been introduced in behslf of the de
fense, but on this trial Hogpt bimad
took the staud. He admittéd bavin
seen and talked with young Turoer
but claimed to bave no knowledgsol
bow be came to his death, or io fut
that he had been killed at all. Hede
clured thaton the night of the 3dol
July, 1880, at which time the evidea»
showed the Killing to have been dose
he was not &t “furner's camp aisl
after nightfall, The burden of
testimony was an effort to shist the
crime on to Jack Emerson.

Hopt bore up under the crucial test.
of cross-examination by Mr. Dickson
with

REMARKABLE SHREWDXESS.

Only with a few answers did he keal:
tate, and every effort to lead him lato:
makisg & confedslon was futlle. He
was perfectly cool aad deliberale
throughout,

For the third time a Jory, after ar
hour's absence, returned a verdict of
gnilty as charged in the indletmest,
and the announcement was received
with tremendous cheers by the fmi-
mense throng that had gathered inand
aroutd the court house. Tke crowd
was evidently in no bumor 1o longer
brook the de}afs of the law. Crles ol
“Lynch biml]'" were bheard, and &
negro was discevered jp tbe court
room, with a rope under his overcoat.
Sheriff Turner, consistent With the
manly and bonorable course be had
followed throughout, made & speecl
te the crowd, exhorting them
to peacenbly disperse and let the'law
1ake its course. His action had the #f-
fect ¢f quieting the muhitude, and|
Hopt wus retarned to the pesitentiary
nnder

A BTRONG GUARD.
Hopt madehis next appearacce fn

called for sentence e Hunter

court five days later,on M?’ $ih. When
f}y Judg



