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prophet laIs not altogether free from
calculations as to the possibilities otof
turning religion to a good account

there laIs nothing startlingbartlingtart ling in the idea
of mohammedanismMohammedaniBm attempting to gain
oonconvertsverts the followersllowenfo of the arabian
prophet amount to about two hundred
millions in asia africa and europeelrode
and on the first mentioned continents
coconvertsLverts are made beatly
me lem is far from being a petrified
system it is a living brgan ism seem-
ingly well suitedputted to grow in the soilabil lu
which it waswa first planted but it
seemseeme haidbaid to believe that anyADY

uan who has even a faint idea 0101

the doctrines taught by jesus otof
nazareth can from honest conviction
become a convert to islam no person
ncrnormallymally constituted would preterprefer the
flickering flame of a tallow candle tuto
the bright light of an electric lamp
att the experiment to convert chris
tiana to islam by means of siou
has never bebeonbeenon made lorfor the conver

stolloi a6 by fire ai d sword fleetenfleeted by the
early cannot be clayed asae euch
our own country seems to be selectortou
for the honor of being the brat where
the experiment lais to be tried and it
will be interesting enough to seeeee what
will be the result

islam tois a monotheistic religion and
like judaism and christianity calesi
10 oe on lue
teachings of the system are un
doubt traceable to the
tradition etaas this hadbad been pre-
served for centuriesoen lunes among thetb
descendants of ishmael this tradition
the founder of islam purified to some
extent aandaadad augmentaugmentereu with a few doc-
trines apparently burrowed from jews
and christians the essential dogmasdogma
of islam are therefore the unity otof
god hie selection of Mobamohammedmined asa
his special messenger and a finalfinai
judgment by which every human be-
ling

be-
ing will be assigned a place iu para-
dise uror bell as the case may be A
slightalight coloring of m seems to
be perceptible in the doctrine 01

medial rsra between god and man when
it is asserted that revelations come 0onlyi ly
through angels or exalted human
beings prophets As the chief of the
angels Gagabriel is recognized andthammerThammohammedmed of course holds the same
place among the prophets

As lees important det rinee
is taught the treefree will of maumat
which by the way is flatly contradict-
ed by the doctrine of kismet accord
argit g to which nothing ORDcan avert the
unavoidable fate p

the moral system of islam consists
exclusively of a very limited table ol01

vitea tubetu be avoided and virtues to be
practiced it knows no broad princi-
ples as the foundation of right and
wrong it recognizes JrinjusticeJustice re-
venge pride lying blasphemy
avarice etc as vices and bonefobenevo-
lence justice honesty reverence
gratitude mercy kindness to slaves
patience and resignation to the will olof
god as virtues it must be remember-
ed however that what would be
wrong to do to a mohammedan isi
often considered lawful in dealingsdea linge
with outsiders to lie to a heathen
and to cheat him iuin every way isid
rather consiconsideredJered a virtue than other-
wise
thetb of islam prescribe
areat many duties1 and is of more
consequence in wethe system than the

moral law mostmoat important among
thesetheme Is18 the commandment to pray five
times a day at regular hours with
the prayers are certain ablutions corncom
bided the total abstinence from cer-
tain kinds of food and from strong
drink toIs a special feature of the law
whichwhlor however can be canceled by
the ecclesiastical authorities if con 1

steered necessary A fast lasting
one month Is prescribed once a year
that is to say no food and no drink
can be taken during the daytime in
this month but at night feasting even
to excess tois allowed once in a life-
time at least every faithful believer is
expected to make a pilgrimage to
mecca and perform certain ceremonies
in the sacred placesplace

these are a few of the principal
features of islam the doctrines with
wiloh mr webb to favor the
people of the united states

FROM THEIR POINT OF VIEW

commentingCmci mm enting upon mr Clevclevelandelands
extraordinary popularity CulCol followsfellow
of new pointspoint out the interest-
ing fact that congressional
nominating conventions last year
declared for free silver cOicoinage
and the declaration with the
most emphatic endor ement of mr
cleveland knowing himhi oa to be a spec-
ially uncompromising enemy of free
coinage 21 this prompts an anti silver
exchange to remark that a man BO

esteemed by the people will be for
given perhaps even for the fri
of cranks and intemperate doctrinairesdoctrin aires
whose utterances he lais unable to con-
trol and for whose In discretions he IPhr
not justly responsible 0

otof cours in the contemplation of
eastern speculators and their apologists
those who will not meekly consent to
the striking down of the greatest com-
mercial enterprise west of the missouri
river and one of the greatest inn the
world are cranks audand those who in-
sist upon it that silver was dedesignedsignel by
nature anian 1 adapted by usage of man-
kind to fill the i mee of a circulating
medium are intemperate doctrin
caires PP it is such language and such
lack of rerea as this that makes the
breach between the discoverers plodderspl
and men of enterprise in the gestandWtWestand
those who nothing and live
only by connivance juggling and

deals 1 1 thequestionable luin moy
centers of the eastbast widen day by day
it shows us out hershere howbow little we havehare
to depend upon at their handsbands and
illustrates once more aad in a pain
fully vivid marmer how futile are all
attempts at compromise arrangement
ir agreement upon any reasonable
basicbash so far as all pr lotical results
are concerned the brussels conference
has adjourned sluesine die

THE MISSING WORD

therho dispatches which have of late
appeared in the papers regarding the
newest of diversion in high
oli ties in englandbugland that I1is miuling

word contestscontents have led some of those
who accept everything of that kind
from that source as a mattermateroh of course
to place it alongside of tbthea bacbaccariecarit
and other scandal whereas it isin a

rattier mild form of swindledwindle with not
even a semblance of scandal connected
with it A few days since the pr oridri
ebors of a london newspaper which
hadbad been carrying on the game were
arrested and taken to bow street police
court lorfor trial on a charge of violating
the gaming act the court held them
guilty anilani in arriving at this cion clu
sonslon d elded that the word comcompeti-
tions

pett
ty in the invitations to take part

in the games waswaa an infringement of
the act whereuponoa he imposed a finofine
of one shilling each even this tri-
fling sum the dependants re used to pay
holding that the whole business watwac
a stretch of judicial prerogative and
altogether too technical to hold
water and at once took an appeal

it seems that the diversion or what
everelever elseseitit may be called was not
confined to the common people by
any meant but had dr wn to it some
names that are marked up pretty high
on the roll of blue bloodsblood these in
eluding henry of battenberg who
won quite a comfortable little purse
which he was not allowed to enjoy the
pleasure of openspendingling because the
govigov rumirna utnt confiscated or at least
withheld everything it seemsdeemi to
have become a craze especially
throughout the worlds metropolis andaad
was growing at a great rate when the
intervention of the law occurred

the plan of loom peti tio us waswaa to
publish a short poem or a sentence
with an important word missing which
people were invited to supply each
gutber to forward a shilling the pro
acetcefesda or pool to be divided amor g
those who selected the right word
the competitions soon became a craze
and sBO great was the demand for
shillings that that coin began to dis-
appear from the usual ct a inela of
trade the opponents of gambling
took theth matter up holding that the
competitions were games of chance
while the newspaper proprietors held
that they were games of skill not
chance

the think that now suirsuggestsgesis itself laia
as to the bisp billon of tilethe lundefunds in the
bank of england derived from the
competitions which aggregate a vast
sum running9 up to considerable over

suggestions are rife but
none are so far acceptable abere are
of course many ways in which ic
could beb applied and accomplish much
goobgooi but if it has been ully or
even improperly acquiredacquire1 it is not the
governments nor any particular
vidual 19 to dispose of it is tolerably
certain that none of the victims and
none of the beneficiaries of the
schemeecat me will ever get a cent of
gives rise to the ready questionqu estioc
why

CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS

glory to god in the highesthig heet and onoi
earth pencepeace good will toward mensomen
thusthue soundedbounded the jubilant strains of
that memorable night when christ
was born multi udes of heavenly
hosts praised the lord and shepshepherdsherda
listenedliste neu in silent wonwont iierler and the
sweet harmonies of that anthem haverhave
ever since vibrated in the hearts of the
redeemed and more especially at th
time of the year when the chris
tian world celebrates the advent to the
world of the greatest of MODmen the son
of god


