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prophet s not nltocgether Ifree from
calculations as lo the poesibllities of
turning religion to a good account.

There ie netbing etartling In the iden
of Mohammedanism nttempting to galo
converts. The followers of the Arablan
prophet amount to nboul two bhundred
mtlllons 1o Asla, Africs and Europe,
and on the flrst mentloved contlpents
converts are made yeatly. Moham-
medenism i8 [ar (rom being a petrified
ayetem., Itie a llving wrguDism revm-
1ngly weil sulted to grow iu Lhe soll lu
which it waos first planted. But it
seems baid to belleve that any Chrie-
tian, who has even a faint ldea ol
the dootrimes laught by Jesus o
Nuzareth, can from honest conviction
become s convert o [slam, No person
o rmally constituted would preter the
flickering flame of a tallow candle v
the bright light of sn eieetrio lamp.
Yet the experiment to convert Chris-
tiaps to [elum by means of persaasiou
has never been mede; for the conver-
elor 8 by fire a1 d sword « ffected by the
early Challfs cannot be claesed assuch.
Qur own country seems Lo be selecteu
for the honor of belug the firut where
the experimient je to be tried, and it
will by Interesting enough to sves whal
will be the result.

Islam is a mouothelstie rellgion, and
like Judsism aud Christinnity clalms
to be fouuded on revelaiio,., The
teachings of the syslem ure b.
doubt traceabls to the Abrahamie
tradition, a8 this bnd been pre-
served for ocntunes wsmong Lthe
descendants of [shmael. This tradition
the founder of Islam purified to some
extent and augmented with a few deg-
trlnes apparently burrowed from Jews
and Chnetians, The essential dogmue
of [slan are tuherefore the unity ol
God, Hiseeicotivn o! Mobammed as
Hls speein]l messenger, and a  fnal
judgment, by which every humun be-
fog will be assigned a piace in paru.
dise ur hell, .8 Lhe case may be. A
slight coloring of (inosticism seewns to
be pereeptible in the doctrine o.
mediat Fabstween God and man, when
it is suserted that revelatione come only

through nngels or exalted buwau
beings—prophets.  As the chief oI the
angels, Qavrlel 18 recognizea and

Mohammed, of course, holds the pame
place smung the prophiete,

As lers tmportant  drolrines
ie taught the tree wiil of man,
which hy the way is flatly coutradict-
ed by the udoeirice of Kismet aecord-
It g to woleh nothing can nvertthe
unavoidable *fate.*?

The moral system of [alanm cobsisis
exclupively of u very limited table o
vites to be avolded and virtues to be
practiced. It koowe Do broud princl-
ples ae the foundsiulpno of rigbt auy
wrong. [t recognizes injustice, re-
venge, pride, lying, blasphemy,
nvarice, ete., a8 vioes, and benevo-
lence, justice, honesly, reverence,
gratitude, mercy, kindness Lo slaves,
patience and resignation to the wiil ol
God as virtues. [t muet be remenmbtwr-
ed, bhowever, ihnt what would be
wrong to do to a Mohammedan ie
often considered lawful in dealings
with outsiders. To lle to a *heathen”
and to cheal him 11 every wayiw
ratber considered a virtue than other-
wige. ‘

The ceremonial law of lalam preroribes
a great many duties and s of more
coneequence in the rygtem than the

wornl lnw. Most imperiant amopg
these ir the commandment to pray five
times a day, at regular hours. With
the prayers are ceriain ublutione cvm-
bined, Thetotal abstinence from cer-
taln kinde of food and from strong
drlok is a special feature of the law,
which, however, can be canceled by
the ecclesisstical autboritles |If con-
gldered necegsary. A fast lastiny
one month Ja pres¢ribed once a year.
That je to say, no tved and no driok
cab be tuken duripg the daytimein
tuis month, but at night feasting even
to excess 18 nllowed. Once In a lite-
time at least every tsithful bellever iu
cxpected Lo make a pligrimage to
Mecen and perfuorm certain ceremonics
in the suored places,

These are a few of the principal
features of Iplam, the dootrines with
whinsh Mr, Webb ' proposes Lo favor the
people of the United Biates,
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FROM THEIR POINT OF YIEW.

Ci mmentlng upon Mr, Cleveland’s
extraordinary popularity,Col. Fellows,
of New Yurk, points out the lnterest-
ing fnet that 160 congressional

nominating conventlons last year
declared for free silver ocoinage,
nnd coupled the declaration with the
most emphsatie endor ement of Mr.
Cleveland," knowlog bim to be a spec-
ially uncompromising enemy of {ree
cotosge.”” Thie prompts an sutl-stlver
exchange to remark that ‘‘a man so
esteemed by the people will be for-
given, perhaps, even for the frl ndship
of cravke and intemperate duotrinaires
whoue utterances he is unable to con-
trol and for whose judiscretions be i-
not justly responsible.’?

O cours~, in the countemplation of
eastern #peculators nnd their apoluglats,
those who will not meekly consent to
the etriking down of the ygreatesl com-
mercinl enterpriee weat of the Missour)
river and one of the greatest .o the
world are “crankes,’” and those who jn-
mist ypon it that silver waa designe.d by
puture anl sdapled by ueage of man-
kind to fi]] the :fflce of a circulating
medium are ‘‘lotemperate doctri-
paires.”? [t jssuch language and such
Jack ot ren-oning as this thut makes Lthe
breach betweeun thediscoverers, plodders
and men of «nterpriav fu the West,and
thuse who priydue- nothing and ljve
only by counivunee, jugeling und
gquestionuble ‘‘deals’ 1o the mouey
centers of the East, widen day by day.
Itebows uz vut herehow ljttle we buve
to depend upoo al thelr hande and
iltustrates once more spd In a puin-
fully vivid manter how futile sre alj
attempte at compromise, arrangement
P agreement upon auy reasousble
basis, Bo far ue all pr otical results
nre goncerned the Brussels conference
has sdjourned sine dle.

“THE MISSING WORD.”

The dispatches which have of late
appeated in the papers regarding the
newest subject of diversion in bigh
cireles in Englnod—that ie, ‘‘mising
word?’? contests—have led some of those
who sccept everything of that kinou
from thut ;ource as a matter of coulee,

to piace it alongeide of the baccoarat
abd other scandals; whereas L is a

_—

ratber mild form of swindle with not
even s semblance of secandal connected
with It. A few days since the preori-
etors of » Lwndon newspaper which
had been carryiDg on the game were
arrested and taken to Bow Bireet police
court for trial ona charge of viointing
the gnming act. The court held them
guilly and in arriving at this ceneclu-
slon decided that the word *‘competi.
tione’’ in the invitations to take part
in the gamies was nn lofringement of
the act, whereupoa he impored a flno
of nppe shilllog vach, Even Lthis tri.
fling sum the de’endanisre 'used to pay,
holding that the whole buesiness wae
a stretch of judiecial prerogative und
nltogether toe technieal to ‘‘bold
water,”” and nt once took an appesl,

[t seeme that the diversion, or what.
everulee it may be oalled, was Dot
confined to the ““‘commou people” by
any means, but had dr wo to it some
names thot are marked up pret!y high
on the roll of *blue bloods,” theee in-
oluding Henry of Battenberg, who
won quite u comfortable little purse
whioch he was not allowed to enjoy the
pleasure -of spenuing, bLecsuse Lhe
govi ramtut conflscated of at least
withheld everythliong., It seems Lo
have become a <&raze eapecially
throughout the world’s metropolis and
was growlog ala great rate when the
iutervention of the iaw oceurred,

The plao of *‘competitions’ was to
publish a short porm or a sentet.cs
with an importaut wurd missing, which
people were Invited Lo eupply, each
gueBaer to forward a shilling, the pro-
cecds or pool to be divided amor g
thoee who pselected the right word,
The competitioLs soon became a craze,
aud sy grent was the demsand for
shilitoge that that coln begano to dis.
appear trom the wsual craamnels of
trade. The opjonents of gamblin
took the matter up, bolaing that the
ocumpetitions Were gamee of chnnce,
while the newspaper proprietores bejd
that ithey were games of sklil, nog
chance.

The thing «hat now Bu gesls itself i
as Lo the disp.eilion of the lunde in the
Buvk of Englany derived from the
eompetitions, which aggregate n vast
sum, running Up to constdersble over
£100,000, Buggestions nre rife, but
Done are so [ar appeptahie. There are
of course many ways o whieh |g
could be appiled and secomplish mach
cooily but If it has been uolaw ully or
even improperly acquire., it is not the
roverntment’s nor auy particular indi.
vidual’s 10 diepose of. [t is tolerably
gerinln that uone of the victims and
nooe of the heneflolaries of the
scheme will ever get « oent of it,which
gives rise to the ever-ready question,
Why ? .

CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS.

“Qlory to God 1n the bigheat, and on
enrth peace, good wlill toward men,’
Thus sovnded the jubilant straloe of
that memorable nigny wheu Chrisg
wun born. Muaiti udes of heaveuly
boste praised the Lord, and shepherds
jistened in eilent wouter; aod the
sweet harmonies of Lhat anthem have
ever eince vibrited in the hearis of the
redeemed, and more especiaily ot tbhla
time ot the Year, when the Chrlae
tian world celebrates theadvent to the
world of the greatest of men, the SBon
af God.




