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plague it becomes a contin

gency to be avoided by every possible
means itiliais not unlikely that fear of

r the awful consequences will cause both
russia and england to act with the
utmost caution inducing them to stop
short of an actual cause for the opening

h of hostilities

THE LIQUOR WAR IN GERMANY
I1

THE advocates of beer drinking have
been in the habit of quoting germany
on all occasions as an example of tem-
perance their theory being that owing
to the quantity of beer absorbed by
each citizen per themdiem there was no
room in his stomach or perhaps more
correctly speaking no need in hisbis sys-
tem for the stronger and more harmful
beverage As to the intrinsic quality
odtheof the harm of getting drunk on
beer compared with that of arriving at
the same state of moral torpidity by
means of a more powerful stimulant
no opinion tois givan these fine dif-
ferencesferen ces in such coarse grained subjects
are troublesome

but what will become of all this pro
beer argument now that drunkenness
has become so appalling in germany
that the emperor bhasas become alarmed
and taken the subject under especial
observation he evidently has the
legislative power behind him in the
work of reform A law nashas been
formulated and will probably puspass re-

quiring that before obtaining a license
for selling liquor the dealer shall show
that there is a public need for a liquor
store and it shall not be located in
places undesirable to the commun-
ity no one can obtain a license
who has an immoral character
or who is suspected of using his
business in connection with gam-
bling or other debauchingdebau ching practices
the druggists can sell only in sealed
bottles dealers are also restricted as
to the sale of liquor to minors and as to
the abuse of liquor drinking on their
premises

an important feature of the lawjaw is
that while liable to puni ment for the
drunkenness of their customers deal-
ers are riotnot allowed to thrust a drunken
man into the street they must either
give him shelter or take him home

in addition to this physicians
nurses and other people engaged in
similar professions are liable to heavy
onefine and imprisonment if proven to be
intoxicated while attendingattendlug to duty
firemen are likewise punishable for
drunkenness

CANADIAN DECADENCE

THE dominion ofnf canada toia at pres-
ent passing through a political crisis
an investigation relating to official
corruptcorruptioniori is being held at ottawa
ont it is reported that one of the
ministers sirsin hector longevin has
been acquitted of the charges
made against him but the
canadian people regard the result of
the investigation as a sort of
whitewashing process however the
railrailwayy committee of the senate has
founfound that mr mercier premier of
the province of quebec ana several
other equally prominent persons artare
among those who profited 11 by the

misapplication of the susubsidybaldy grant

ed by the province towards the com-
pletion of certain railroad lines

discontent and dissatisfaction pre-
vails to an alarming extent in the var-
ious provinces of the dominion the
exhibit made by the last census brings
disappointment the disclosures of cor-
ruption in high places bring humilia-
tion and the cost of government
brings chagrin and angry remon
strances it was confidently asserted
until the taking of the census during
this year that canada would show a
population of in 1871 there
was a population of in 1881

and in 1891 these
figures show an increase of 1731 per
cent for the decade 1871 81 and
only 11 perder cent for 1881 91
during this last named decade
there was an immigration to canada of

while the increase during this
period tois but this means that
either there has been no natural addi-
tion or that mostmoat of the immigrants
simply passed through the dominion
or if they remained took the places of
native canadians who themselves left
the country

the eastern provinces of new
brunswick nova scotia and prince
edward island show actual losses by
the returns of this yearyearnsIs census on-
tario and quebec bad small gains
while the western provinces show the
principalPal increase when it is remem-
bered that tremendous efforts have
been made by means of subsidy pro
lection and immigration during the
past ten years to develop the resources
of canada the above showing is dis-
heartening

the national debt of canadas is now
per bead making a total of

about taxation at pres-
ent averaveragesagres per head of
the population the highest prob-
ably of any nation in the world the
cost of government is astounding the
cost of heating and lighting thothagovernor generans Tesiresidencedence is annu-
ally his salary is a year
and his expenses usually aggregate

more the lieutenant gov
erners of provinces also receive large
salaries and the catalogue of sinecure
offices is enormous these are evils
that even a change of administration
can not remove the liberals though
confident of ascendancy in the neardear
future have no means of lessening
debt and taxation unless by adopting
revolutionrevolutionarymy measures they may
prevent and expose corruption butrbut
they can not reduce salaries nor dis-
pense with figureheadsfigure heads in the govern-
ment

THE CZARS LATEST

THE latest movement of the russianczar connected with the eastern
question will increase the feeling of
uneasiness in europe caused by the
dardanellesDarda nelles incident he insists that
Ms naval cadetscabets be permitted to take
passage on ships traversing the danube
the object of this is that these officers
may become thoroughly conversant
with details connected with the navi-
gation of that stream the ultimate
intention must of course be that rugbus
sian warships shall freely sail through
the waters of the river in question
this request in relation to naval cadetscabets
is as much in violation of treaty stipu-
lations as was the passage of a russian

ship loaded with munitions of warthrough the dardanellesDarda nelles
there will be much speculation regarding the object of this latest movement it looks as if the czar waswaa 3

trailing his coat for the purpose ofhaving england or some other power S
tread upon its tail should he travel ilfar enough on the road indicated by
his present policy he will probably begratified

in the face of short crops landand comsekquent didistress existing I1inila many norte
of russia the conduct of the czar may
be justly deemed extraordinary it r3would seem as if the present situatla
would be most unfavorable for the in-augurationaugu ration of a stupendous war 1
probably the internal troubles of tbtheempire lead him to adopt his prespresenaexA 1
line of policy in the hope that a warwould save it from greater ruin ththaniellikely to inoue from cabo anawathlawithlaMIXitself the army is impregnated withrevolutionary sentiments which mittmij
be obliterated by a measurement
arms with another power

bismarck pursued a similar pollto the orlprevious breaking out of tfranco german war in 1870 Loffered one indignity after another to40
Frafranceikee until the latter nation Wwa Saroused to a blaze of indignation and Jnapoleon acted upon the p pupularjarr I1pulse germany wanted war butnot wish to be the first to initiate re m
hostilities for which howevereverSShow
had been for years preparing now dijt
seems that the czar wishes a fight
be inaugurated but is averse to 1
ing the first blow he is evideevidentiabent however on giving plentycause for its being struck in the aeeof a struggle beingbeine opened he will owonly be in a position to say that he attctt
not open the ball but that the othotherprincipalpalinin the combat england Nas much a treaty breaker in S
tion with the eastern question as heharprof buchanan of boston predpredict-
ed last year that a gigantic war thatwould have the effect of
ing europe would break out sowsome
time near the beginning of the tetwen-
tieth century if the czar insists aaon
his present semi belligerent course of
action the fulfillmentfulfilment of tilethe forecast ofthe noted boston scientist will colhofsooner than he anticipated

john penn who has just bebubettelected to the british ata descendant of the great willialpenn i
1 1 4 tthe minnesota wheat troprop www

worth sixty million dollars rhewcrop of the united stabstates wouldwoultons it would take a
freight carscare to carry it and the tuwould reach more than twice adthe continent from boston to B

francisco we have enough wwab
to send a million bushels every dadayyv mthe year to europe and have aleplenty
left 4

the issue of standard silver ddo I1
from the mints during the week eiaugust was the L
dduring the corresponding period ofyear amounted to 1the ab
mentsment off fractional silver colcoinn ofaid
he lot dinst aggregate th
shipments of fractional silver coin dac li

ugng the corresponding period of ltyear amounted to
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