THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

879

couree putsued by the “‘industrials® in
this matter is smicidal to their own in-
tereats. If the rule be established that
railroad property is to be eubject to
the pillage of any band of unemployed,
tbhen capital must necessarily with-

draw from such investments, and the|

chbiances of obtaining work therein

muet become correspondingly less.
From whatever poiant of view thie

gtrange movement is coneidered, It ie

indefensible, and no real friend of the |

workingmen can encourage it. As
revolutionary In ite tendenciee it must
at last bring the strong arm of the
law down upon it; aud sioce it has the
effect of destroying !netead of creating
resources of work and eubsistence, the
souner it 18 brought to an end the bet-
ter. The country neede peace and
anion of effort to pull through the
wave of depression from whicn itis
auffering, In common with the rest of
the world. Revolutionary unrest and
riotous agitation among the industrial
forces can only defer the era ol.proa-
perity which, until these evidences uf
I1awleesness appeared, wafjust about
to burst upon use,

««FHE REPUBLIC OF IRRIGATION.”

gSince Thomas Moore wrote hiafam-
cue work describing the imaginary is-
jand of Utopia,where the enjoyment ol
the greatest perfection in politics, lawa
and the like was deplcted as bringing
man to the highest pinnacle of human
happinees, the schemes to bring about

th is ideal condition probahly have in-
areased rather than decreaged, Bome
of these have been of the most imprac-
tieal character, while others have
pontaiced a measure of useful ldeas;
some have sought to do away with a
large propurtion of human toil, like
the Fruitarians who are now looking
toward Hawail as the place to form =a
colony where men and Women may
dwell and subsiat on the fruits, vege-
tubles and grusses that nature produces
u naided, and clothe themeelves only in
natate’s gurb, While others havesought
te utilize all the energy of brain life and
physical effort avallable, But as yet
the land of utopian blies 18 an ‘‘undis-
covered counity?’’ even in prospective
to thoee who work with human
forces alone.

The latest scheme containing sug-
gestions of a practical nature that has
been put forth ae & means of attaining
independence and equality, and at the
same time pscuring to all its benefi.
cinres a compstency of thls life’s
necessities, s by William E. Bmythe,
editor of the Irrigation Age, ln what
he deslgnates “The Republic of Lrri-
gation.”? Mr. Bmythe doea not lay
clajm to being the originator of the
chief ldea which underlies his plan,
but gives credlt for the suggestion as
coming from what he designates the
industrial system of  President
Brigham Young as it was {.llowed
in Utah in early daye, when the
amall farm of 20 acres was settled
upon andt made, by irrlgation
and careful cuitivation, to  pro-
duce that which its ocou-
puots copsumed and also a surplus ex-
changeable for other property. Mr,
Bmythe’s honor in this connectlon ie
his plan for making that system appli-

cable to the Great Woest, Arid
A merica as he styles it.

This arld region a8 ha deacribes it he
divides into four sectiors which pre-
sent four different phases”™ of the
ptoblem. Thess sections are: Firet—
Kanseas, Nebraska, North Dakola,
Bouth Dakota, eastern Colorado and
W yoming; second—western Colorado,
New Mexleo, Utah, Nevada, Idaho
and Montana; third—enstern Wash-
ington and Qregon} fourth—California
and Arizona. The problem of secur-
ing the greatest productiveness from
each of these sections he holda has
Ibeel:x fully and satisfactorily solved
iu & progess of irrigation ruited
{to each, Within the area described
there is to be found, ke cousiders, the
remedy for industrial 1ile thate fHict the
{ couniry, **the one broad fleld remain-
ing oo this continent for agricultural
and industrial expangion,’’ whete labor
may not be onlyabsorbed but rewarded
with the means of living, and where
‘‘sthe ptoblem of how to find the high-

or

people may be aolved.*’

The details of Mr. Smythe’s plan are
far from being perfected, though the
general plan 18 outilned, The task of
working out these detatls is yet future,
but secondary to the eeign that ie set
forth. Bome of it is to be agtomplished
at the pext National Irrigation con-

gress. It is proposed to there
map out 2 number of schemes
of diversified farming, applicable

to difterent localities, forins of admin-
istration for propored model colonies,
plans for ecomomical and attractive
atchitecture, and the best manner ol
training settlers in methods of sclen-
tific and intensive cuitivation under
jrrigation, Mr. Bmythe himseelf prom.
ises to undertake to**marshalthe brains
and the heart of Arid Awmerica In
order to hasten by downright practical
meunns, the making of the new civiii-
zation,'* and will leave 1l to be deter-
mined ‘*how the resuits of these labors
shall be applied, whether by giving
tbem common publicity or by the
creation of mode]l colonies under a
pusiness admipistration to be hereufter
developed.”’

The scheme in brief is to form a vast
co-operattve movement backed by the
symputhy and capital of the countty,
and the practical experience of
the farming communjiy, to locate
colonies all over Arid America, and to
establish syetems of irrigation whereby
the land may be brought into cultiva-
tion and be made to yield its eirength
under c¢areful treatment and diversi-
fied crope. The farm unit 1s to be
twenty or forty acres, as may be
agreed npon, probably the former, and
none ate tu be allowed more. Of this
amount each man may become the
owner, with all the privileges of water
thereto, Taking this general schemse
for a basle, Mr. Bmythe goes on to say:

No man will ever accumulate a grea
fortune upon twenty acres, but no man
who heeds the Divine injunciion, *By
the sweat} of thy brow shalt fhou eat
bread,” will ever be poor on twenty
acres of irrigated Jand scientifically onl-
tivated. The reclaimed areas will be
densely populated. The resalt will be
near moighbors and social, educationsl
and religious advantages within thereach
of all. The farmers of Arid America
will enjoy the aweet, pure life of the
country at its best, and the
realize the most desirzble advantages of

will also’

neighborhood association. This means a
revolution in country life. It will be more
Jike the ideal society of the ancisnt
(Greeks thap like the dreary, lonesome
life of the farming population in theolder
parts of the Unitefotatea.

Ag an argument for the imperative
peceseity of farm ownership to be with
the pccupants, and to guard agatnst a
monopoly of the soil, it is pointed out
that “‘for more than a hundred years
thie republic hae offered ap asyium for
those oppressed by pope and king, and
yot we are very far from a realization
of that quality of independence dear-
eit to the human heart. This i
gecurify in the support of one’s
family, The sharp and eudden busi-
pess convulsion of last summer, fol-
lowed by the long period of depression,
agaln taught the world that no man
is independent who does not live un-
der his own rocf, and support his
family from the products of his own
acres. Inibhe best senee no man le

‘independent who worke for another.
est average prosperity for the common | He cannot tell at what moment a

threat of tariff-tinkering at Washing-
ton, the ceseation of silver coinage in
Indis, or the coliapse of & boom in
Argentina or Australia, may render
his fancied security in employment a
precarious dependence for the support
of his family.??

Whatever may become of the
scheme, and ite probable failure or
success hecause of the Interest that
may be aroused In it and the human
element to be operated with, there is
much in it to afford thought for phi-
lanthropisie and statesmen. Arld
Amerioa is & vast fleld for intelligent
combined labor and eatisfactory returne
therefor. How it 1a to be utilized ies a
ptoblern whose importance hes not
dawned yet upon the mind of the
nation at large. if Mr. Bmythe can
secure for it a thorough comprehension
on the part of the country’s leading
men he will have acc.mplished a
mighty work. The practical and
beneficial nature of many of his sug-
gestions has been establtshed by ex-
perience in the arid region. The
enlisting ot sufficient interest in his
scheme to reduce it to perfect practi-
cability and the securing of aid and
material te carry it out are spmething
wholly different in the present temper
of polit.cians, Ppbilanthropists, the
laboring classes and people generally.

It is stated by the HMelena {Mont,)
Independent, that about three weeks
ago (Qotlieb Wierzbiskl, a tailor, and
Lionie Chalrmack, a shoemaker, left
He'ena to go to Alaska. Wieizhiski
isn now in the hospital at Spokane,
slowly recovering irom three pistol
shots in the head, inflicted by hia
traveling companion. When the men
leit here Wieizbieki had about $300
with him, part ot which was jndratts.
From Jetters recelved bete by hie
friends, it is apparent Wierzbleki was
shot for the purpose of robhery, The
men, on reaching Bpokane, had either
astarted out to walk out of town and
caich a freight train, or else Chair-
mack had induced hls companion to
zo with him to the spot where the ae-
saalt took place. After being shot and
robbed Wierzhieki was left ter dead.
He was found by some peoplse, how-
ever, sttll alive, and taken to the hos-
pital in Spokane, where it was found

that his wounds were not very serfous.



