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followed it wonderful korfor this genera
tion to hear wonderful torfor us to live
in an age such as this and to be so
favored as we have been that god
the eternal father the creator of
heaven and earth the fountain of all
existence and of all power has con
descended in our day to come down
from heaven from his glorious abode
accompanied by his son jesus to re-
store to the earth this love and these
gifts to give to men this wonderful
power and these extraordinary gifts
Is it not wonderful to think of ought
we not cfall people to be the most
humble obedient and loving people
that live or ever did live upon the
earth it seems to me that we should
be think of living at a time when
this event so far reaching in import-
ance to heaven and earth has taken
place the father himself accom-
panied by his son jesus christ con-
descending to come from heaven to
usher in this dispensation and to pre-
pare the way for the restoration of
that authority by which he himself
acts and governs all things and this
has actually occurred

our father and our savior
did not confer this author-
ity by their own hands upon
joseph smith but god sent his serv-
ants who held authority to do this he
honored the authority that he him-
self had bestowed he had bestowed
that authority upon peter james and
john and he sent them they were
preceded by john the baptist who
held the authority of he
priesthood the lord honored that
man because he had received the au-
thority and held the keylandkeyskeysandand he sent
hem to restore the authority to baptize
idehe then sent the three apostles whom
I1 have named to confer the gelchis
edek priesthood with the authority to
lay on hands and to perform all the
duties connected with that priesthood

my brethren and sisters this tois the
origin of this authorityautho ity by which this
wonderful change that has taken
place in our hearts has been accom-
plishedshed it is the authority by which
you were baptize dby which you were
confirmed members of the church by
which the gift of the holy ghost wawass
conferred upon you it was that
priesthood that came from heaven it
toIs not our gathering together that has
brought this about the gathering of
the people to these mountains is the
fruit of the love that god has begotten
in our hearts which has inspired us
with a desire to be with our brethren
and our sisters and to be within the
sound of the voices of the servants of
god I1 have heard hundreds say
oh I1 do so want to see the prophet

of god I1 want to go to zion and be
with the saints of godaygod my heart yearns
continually for this privilege I1 have
had this said to me thousands of times
in various lands and this has been
brought about by being born again by
the love of god descending upon us
and filling our hearts transforming
US now where we have retained this
feeling it is as strong with-
in us today yes and stronger than
it ever was it is not a feeling that is
confined to the first week or month
or year but it increases as the years
SO90 by and there tois only one thing
that will cause its decrease and that
tola the commission of sin and the for-
getting of the covenants that have
been made with god

I1 call your attention therefore to
the power which has produced all
these delightful results to which I1
have so briefly alluded what is that
power it is the priesthood of the
son of god it Is the power by which
all things were created and are held
in their place shall I1 startle you
alen I1 say that our father himself
controlsamis the universe and occupies hisICUMhalted station because of the priest

hood whether it Is startling or not
it is nevertheless true our eternal
father is the creator of all things
through the power of the everlasting
priesthood that priesthood which has
been bestowed upon and exercised by
the servants of god in our day that
is the power which has produced the
fruits to which I1 have alluded

now I1 believe that many of us have
forgotten all this I1 am sorry to say
that I1 discover among the latter day
saints a fear of that priesthood a
dread of its exercise a shrinking from
contact with it for fear that some un-
due influence will be brought to bear
upon us through it today the great-
est sorrow of my heart the feeling
aled soui exilam atuam eq
arises from the fact that the latter
day saints in many instances are
turning their backs on the priesthood
of the son of god and are disposed to
treat it with contempt I1 do not care
for myself personally I1 believe I1 can
truthfully say that I1 have had little
of the feeling to seek the applause of
the multitude or to seek the favor of
men I1 have not sought office I1
have not sought for place in the
priesthood or in any other capacity
when I1 was a little boy the
only desire I1 had was that
I1 might be worthy to be an
elder beyond that I1 have
never sought place or power on the
contrary I1 have shrunk from it and I1
have besought god to deliver me from
it if I1 could be saved without it the
lord revealed to me what I1 would have
to pass through and I1 besought him
not to put me in this place if I1 could
get my salvation without it in allud-
ing to this therefore I1 do not do it on
any personal account I1 do not want
any honor from men if I1 can have
the honor of god but I1 do want the
priesthood that god has bestowed and
which I1 bear in common with my
brethren honored I1 want to see this
people who have received so many
blessings in tactfact whose whole con-
dition happy as it is is entirely due to
the priesthood of the son of god I1
want to see them honor this priest-
hood with all their hearheartstsII1 want to
see them honor god who has restored
it to see them receive its counsels
and to be guided by it under all cir-
cumstancescum stances to not imagine that they
can live without it and that they can
gain celestial glory without it think-
ing that they have received so much
and now are independent and can get
along without the aid of the priest-
hood I1 tell you if you indulge in that
feeling you will lose the blessings that
god has promised unto you and he
will withdraw those which he has be-
stowed upon you you will go into the
dark you wil lose all power and all
these glorious gifts that he has given
unto you you young men of whom
there are so many in this congregation
let me say to you and I1 think I1 can
speak now as one having had some ex-
perienceperi ence if you want to be happy if
you want to be blessed if you want to
be prospered in the earth listen to
the counsels of gods servants and
obey those counsels make it the object
of your life to obey god inhi all things
I1 say to you if you will do this the
blessings of god and the power of god
will rest down upon you as you have
never imagined it could I1 tell you this
because I1 know it through my exper-
ience I1 know the lord will hear this
and that this will be the case with
you I1

it seems that we are going throughgli
trials the faith the integrity and the
steadfastness of the latter day saints
are being tried and tested the lord
is going to test us in every direction
he will have a tried people he has
agid this everything that can be
shaken will be shaken we will have
to show our integrity in the midst of
trials and temptations we will have

to learn to be obedient in allI1thehe lord wants to have a people otoc
this kind he has led us to this landhas given us a goodly heritage andthere is nothing in the world to praprftovent astromus from being a very great Aandmighty people before the lord except
our own misconduct but if we allairourselves to be diverted from thi sanddfollow false teachers false guides andlisten to the blandishmentsblandish ments of the evilone as sure as we do this we jtbww
lose those blessings that he has prom-
ised to us and sealed upon us for JEIpresume that the most of us have hadhaagreat blessings sealed upon us in thathhouse of the lord

this is a good time and place for usto talk to each other a good time toWget the spirit of god and have ourhearts softened under its influenceand to talk plainly I1 feel so we
I1 want to find out what the Mmindnd of thelord is concerning us he wantswanta tomake us a great people he will do tlitwith those who will be obedient tohim but I1 often think it is a gowgood
deal with us as it was with the chit
dren of israel when they were leleddolatoutof egypt every man over twentyyears of age that left egypt exceptsexceptexceptingitwo died in the wilderness not reareachcbing the promised land two menmea
caleb and joshua were so full of bin-tegrity and devotion to the lordwhich they showed when they airiwiri 2s
sent to canaan with ten otherand were the only ones thachaitt brought
back a good report that the lord oreserved them and they were the doubtOB
two out of the whole host of israel ehst
were over twenty years of age aoathey left egypt who entered intopromised land why was it waswag a-znot the will of the lord that the whoa ij
of them should enter in certainlywas but they provoked him in tifft
wilderness by their unbelief 1

hardness of heart their rebellion andthe result was they died before uie 1

promised land was reached will itftbe so with us I1 fear it will with many
because of their want of steadfaststeadfastnessneeStheir want of obedience their diodisposepostoN
tion to reject the counsel of god wbkhas wrought such mighty toour sight as he did in the sight of thothechildren of israel y

look back through the history ofatour people and see whatwh at mightyacles god has wrought in our behalfwhy the gathering of us together hewin these mountains is one of the moemootstupendous miracles ever witnessedgod led us forth out of bondage wthiian outstretched arm planted uusg in abu
land and has converted this wilderwlldier 1
ness into a fruitful field and made it ti
it may be said the joy of theearth people look upon it now andsay it is the most blessed land take
is in the united states this tola ad-mitted by very many and will be itmoreand more so as we go on now icedomiracles have been wrought in owoiinsight we have seen them god ahtohdone all this for us and yet todiotodtothere is a large element of the latterday saints who do not want the ram
of the church who do not want j
servants of god to talk to them flnot want our counsels tio not want eftawk
to tell them what to do the cefmention of the priesthood or of
church startles them Is not ththe case I1 hope it Is not here yovye
know whether it is or not but thatis the case elsewhere and what hklikely to be the result I1 say to atVand I1 say it with all due respect toevery mans rights and without dab

T

stringsiring to interfere in the least with awaff J
political platform or any A
declaration of principles ohpthais nothing that can take place or betended to outside of the pet
hood of the son of god whit I1
by that Isin the Priestpriesthoodbood embrthe whole life of all of us andhuman being who will obey the


