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guidance is avaflable can bu
avolded.

The question with the Church in all
ages, has not been, What is wrltten?
but, What does the Lord say? His
voice, whether through the written
word or through the mouths of His
inspired servants, has always been the
end of controversy with the followers
of Jesus. It is impossible to recognize
the true authority of the written word
without believing in continued divine
presence and Influence in the Church.
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HEY. MR. NUTTING AND THE “NEWS.”

Our readers will remember that, a
few daysa ago, there appeared In these
columns a few explanatory words to the
effect that a lady named Hannah M.

Peaden, of Falkland, N. C., was a
Latter-day Saint and had recently
written to the “"News"” a letter bearing
testimony to the truth of the work she
had@ embraced; that her published
communication had been answered by
*Rev. J. D. Nutting of this clty, and
that she had written a rejoinder to
him. HIS letter to her and hers to him
were given verbatim. Allowing the
correspondence to speak for itself, the
*News'' dismlssed it with a single com-
ment, and without a word of censure
of Mr. Nutting, although he, in his
letter to Mrs. Peaden, had used some
very severe and offensive language In
referring to the faith and practices of
the Latter-day Saints In Utah.

Mr. Nutting has addressed a c¢om-
munication to the '"News' in which he
states that he has long been a sub-
seriber to it. that its news colums are
usually elean, and that “occaslonal
editorinls have been especially timely
and strong on moral questions, and I
have rejoiced greatly in them and have
publicly commended some of them.”
But he complains:

“The course of the 'News' in pub-
lishing private letters without leave
seems to me clearly dishonorable. A
letter which is in 1ts nature private ls
the property of its author; it cannot
honorably he used in any way other
than he intended without his consent,
uniess by due course of law; how much
less in direct and known opposttion to
his wishes, or for his personal injury,
or that of his Christian work! The
‘News' has done this 80 frequently that
it is a quite unanimous belief among
those concerned that some one here
procuresa persons east to act as ‘decoy
ducks’ in writing letters to Utah min-
jsters for informatlon that the honest
answers may be published In the
‘News' with acrimonious comment, in
such a way as to prejudice Mormon
readers agalnst the faithful ministry
of Christ and injure His cause here to
the utmost!"’

As to Mr. Nutting's letter being
private: It was written to a “'News’
correspondent in reply to a published
communlecation from which Mr. Nut-
ting derlved his sole acquaintance
wlth, and knowledge of the existence
of, that correspondent. It was an at-
tack upon the rellgion profeszed by
that correspondent,and upon the domi-
nant class of the people of Utah,which
rellgion and people It Iz the speclal
province of the !"News” to defend, It
wag an unsolicited effort, In the fullest
sense gratultous, to persuade {tg re-
ciplent to forsake that io which she
had borne solemn testimony as being
truth revealed from heaven, and {t
occasioned both astonfshment and
disgust en her part. In no sense nor
degree can It justly clalm the protec-
tion of privacy, and under the strlct-
est constriction of the amenltles the

“News” was fully justlfied in pub-
lishing it.
Mr, Nutting's reference to ‘“decoy

ducks"” fs funny to a degree that is

both remarkable and resistless. ‘What
“"duck" '"decoyed” him? He volun-
teers an offensive letter to a person

swwhom he has never seen, and who
turns the tables on him, and
then he complains about
*‘decoy ducgks!" Mr. Nutting

distinctly conveys the impressjon that
the exposures the “News'' has made
of the duplicity of some of the sec-
tarian clergy of Tltah, has made them
all fearful of “decoy ducks.” They
would be willlng to write to persons
abroad statements and

sentiments
they have not the hardihood to utter
in Utah, but they fear that the

' reciplents might prove to he *‘decoy

ducks”™ who would forward their let-
ters to the *'News” for publication. In
other words, according to Mr. Nutting,
the whole fraternity of "Christian
ministers” in Ttah i3 a set of hypo-
crites'! If Ingersoll ever made a severer
charge against the clergy than Mr.
Nutting, with such .charming nalvete
hasg done, it is not here recalled.

In the opinion of the “News™ Mr.
Nutting is too severe on at least some
of his fellow laborers in the ministry.
There 1n no earthly reason why any
one of them should write to a cor-
respondent abroad any statements of
faets or expressions of sentlment re-
garding the Mormons, or any other
people or matters in Utah, that they
would object to having published in
any paper In this State If they are do-
ing this, or are willing to do it, they
deserve all Mr. Nutting has said of
them,directly and by implication;other-
wise he has done them a gross in-
justice. The “News” will leave this
matter to be settled by the Interested
partles,

Mr. Nutting denles that he has any
apology to make for the statements of
facts contained In his letter to DMrs.
Peaden, but admits that it was “more
intensely worded than it should have
been,”” As to the theological {1ssues
ralsed between her and him, he pro-
poses a joint debate of them through
the columns of this paper, a proposi-
tion, by the way, which the *News”
could not consent to. He Inslists
that his motive in wrlting to Mrs.
Peaden “‘was pure,’”’ and that he is an
earnest worker “for the glory of
Christ,” and states In effect that he
has recelved sympathy and endorse-
ment from among hls Mormon neigh-
bore, In his labors, Aand eXpresscs a
wish to co-operate with them “in all
madtters of temperance, morallty, ete.”

We do not deem it necessary to give
Mr. Nutting's letter in full, as the quo-
tatlons from it give its sybstance. We
had always thought him to be an ear-
nest worker in what he regarded gs u
good cause, and have understood that
he was well thought of in the commun-
ity by Mormon and non-Mormon alike.
His past reputation for fairness was a
chief element of the surprise occa-
sloned by hls letter to Mrs. Peaden,
and one reason for [t publication.
We cannot help thinking that his dis-
tress i8 occasfoned more by the dls-
closure which he did not expect than
by regret at the manner in which he
spoke of a community whom he ac-
knowledges has treated him well. His
letters to Mrs. Peaden and to this
paper glve ample opportunity for ar-
gument and satire at hls expense; but
the “News" has no deslre to treat him
unkindly. In common with his Mor-
mon neighbors to whom he refers, we
sineerely wish him both joy and suc-
cess In all his efforts to promote faith
in a risen Redeemer and the revealed
word of God, so far as he himself has
faith In them. and also in his efforta to
promote morality, temperance and the
Christian virtues generally, But In
closing this eplsode we wlill remind him
that according to his own standard of
righteousness, it 18 not the part of
either a brave man or a Christlan to
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say in the absence of your friends
those things about them which youn
would not say in their presence.

IN GERMANY.

PERBECUTION

A letter received from an Elder in thre
German mission tells of persecutions
in Saxony and Bavaria, where the offi-

cers of the law sSeem to be endeavor-
ing to put obstacles in the way of the
Elders who proclaim the Gospel of sal-
vation. It is alway® a matter of triai
to endeavor to do good and to have to
contend with prejudices; to be con-
demned as a doer of evil while Inspjr-
ed with the noblest desire to be a blegg-
|in to fellow man; but opposition is
not, generally speaking, a discourag-
ing sign. Whether it takes the form
of the stirring up of mobs or the
bringing Inte play the machinery of
the law, It very often Indicates that
a “great and marvelous work™ is about
to be done. Where the doors are wide
open, there often are many adversaries,
Such opposition calls, nevertheless, for
the courage, faith and wisdom of those
who are required to face it.

Germany, once the center of re-
liglous freedom, has lately been slow in
following the pace set by the rest of
the Protestant world in this regara,
Dissenters have had a hard struggle in
that country. But in some parts of
Germany better conditlons now pre-
vail. It is only a question of time when
the blessings of religious liberty win
find their way to all parts of the em-
pire. In the meantime, the German
government might well learn a lesson
from other nations. It is not in the
countries where perfect religious liber-
ty prevails that those influences floyr-
ish which threaten the disruption of
the whole social fabric. Give a nation
perfect religious liberty, and the swoipit
of the Qospel will prove an effectjve
antidote to the spirit of anarchy, !

THE REPORT OF PILATE AGAIN.

The publication by a New Yorlk
paper, a short time ago, of what pur.
ported to be a translation of a many-

geript found in the Vatican library ang
supposedly containing the report .gof
Pontius Pilate of the crucifixion, has
been widely commented upon by the
press of the country. It has generally
been condemned as spurious.

The New York -paper in aguestion
now tells how the translation came to
occupy space in its eolumns, The doey-
ment, it seems, was obtalned from g
London publisher, Mr. John Kensit,
and formed the proof sheets of a book
now on sale in England. Mr. Kensit
says he purchased the “translation’
of a Rev. Dr. Mahan and did not up-
dertake to make an examination of hig
documents and evidences of authentje.
ity. These bits of information make |t
easier to form a correct estlmate of
the value of the nlleged translation.
Mr. Mahan's effort I8 an old story,
evidently imposed upon a London pub-
lisher as new and accepted by a New
York journal. o

A clergyman writing to the St. Louyjs
Glohe-Democrat says that Rev. Mahap,
once was a Presbyterian preacher. In.
188¢ he published a volume entitled,
"“Archaological writings of the Shanhe-
drim and Talmuds,'™ and among thege
writings was the pretended letter from
Pilate to Tiberius, now =iven to the
public as a recent discovery.

The story which Rev. Mahan
in hig book about the ‘'manuscript” s
that he first heard of it in 1856 and se-
cured a copy and a translation |(n
1869. He paid $62.44 for the copy and
$19 for the translation. Further to
fortify himself he alleges that he made
a trip to the Vatican and to the Jew-
ish Talmuds at Constantinople (what-
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