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AT THE JUBILEE

LONDON june 1897

my cifes gone clean cracked about the
jubileebilee

hoihof luthee Jubil eel heylhey the jubilee 1

im a poor married man as you can plainly see
oh this jubilee will be the death of me

the song of the hour

london for the last month has been
gufsufferingfering from a severe attack of jubilee
which has been more virulent in its inten-
sity as the notable day has drawn nearerbeartr
until the inhabitants of the staid solid
eld smoky city wander around in vain
in search of well known landmarks rub
their astonished optics in bewilderment
promptly contract that dire infection of
the malady jubileeJubiee wend their way
homewards and with feverish haste and
patriotic glee proceed to stick paper
flowers designs buning electric and
multicolored glow lamps on the exterior
of their domicilesdomicileddomi ciles and exercise their
lungs practicingicing up the national anthem
for be it known that on june her
most gracious majesty the queen olof
england proceeded in state to saint
pauls cathedral to return thanks lorfor
gods goodness to the nation euring
this reign olof itty yearsjears the longest in
the 1ristoryot the english people

to say that london hagbas been trans-
formed is to put it mildly for weeks
pastast king carpenter has been lord of all
Ehee surveys grand stands to accommodate
from three to as manyganv thousand specta-
tors have sprungsprang up throughout the en-
tire route of seven miles the luck-
less pedestrian inthein the meanwhile has
been forced to raise his trusty umbertoumbersoersol
towardto ward off the shower of sawsawdustduit

nails and tack hammers that has
been rainingmining on his devoted head
needless to remark that the knightsknight of
the saw struck lorfor higher wages they
know a go d thing when they have it
ot course they receivedived what they askedacktd
for and according to the daiy mail the
majority cf them have been earning
their eight pounds a weeweekk the only
trouble seems to be thatnow the jubilee
is overthe carpenters will retire on their
fortunes and tell their late employers

to take their blooming stands down
11 prices were

asked for seats some being held as high
as each whilst a comfortable

bitle corner on a between a wall
dadand a champey pot actually command-
ing some twenty feet of interrupted view
was held for the modest sum of 1500
to illustrate to what extent speculation
was carried spencer and co the dry
goodsfoods people whose store faces the site
upontipon which the servicesservices were held were
Ofiered by Mask eylene who is the her-
mann of london the tofo lowing proposi-
tion which was accepted Mask eylene
contracted to pull down their old pre
milies erect a huge three story grand-
stand furnished with restaurants lava-
tories etcand for the use of the same topar down the latter and erect in is stead
a handsome four story stone front store
As he contemplates clearing several
thousand pounds by the deal doubtlessly
both parties are mutually satisfiedfied

it is only during the last week that
london has assumed a gala appearance
heretofore whilst in its chiichilipalis stage

the architecture was more after the
farmers ward barn order straight
lines and plenty of lumber glassless
windows stared at one from all sides
the swell clubman on piccadilly stepped
cut of his hansom barked his shins
on a pile otof lumber and then myrtei
bously appeareddiss like a kaffir intoimo
his hut through a small hole in the
lumber chaos and thus reached the
sacred precincts of his club whilst the
merchant in the city along cheapside
dictated his correspondence in the pres-
ence of halt a dozen religioussac car-
penters who were employed tinn sending
the office boy out for beer and incident-
ally erecting a temporary balcony outside
the windows otof the magnate merchants
the carpenter epoch can never said to
have been truytruly passed as the majority
of them wevewere working Sundasundayyc day
and night up to the morning of jubilee
day the week previous however the
upholsterers took a hand arardd like magic
the unsightly boards disappeared
bunting trimmings velvet hangingshanningshang ings
brass railingsfailingsrailings made their ap-
pearancepearance on all sides whilst alog the
entire seven miles on alth sides of the
streets gaily colored venetian wasmas is

placed afifafifyy feet apara sprung up like
magic from the apstc ps otof evichw ich were
strung across profuse strings cf colored
paper flowers eve greens and flags
above which at right angles further
cords bearing the fags otof all nations
CXextendingLending across the streets fluttery din
the breeze ii babewilderingihil derin profusion cf
clorandco orand effect it woulwould take pages to
describe the various designs and effects
assumed by the patriotic decorators

but bv far the most interesting part of
the jubilee demonstration was the
crowd people from all over the world
have flocked to lanonlan on the london
street arab brushes against the indian
prince nm all his splendor of silk turban
and oriental dress the globe trott ng
american tubs shoulders with the heath-
en chinee the stalwart Auaustralian
trooper hobnobs with the sable west
coast africa mounted police represen-
tatives of the terrible turk caram
against the bearded russian with de-
lightful impartiality whilst the habitual
cockney curses as the sightseeing arrpro-
vincial with charming innocence invari-
ably keeps on the wrong side of the
sidewalk for a fortnight past has this
cosmopolitan horde invaded the most
cosmopolitan city of the world setting
allail rules of street etiquette at variance
and driving the overworked policeman
to the borders of delirium bus fares
have risen inin price per cent while
the mob from early morn till the next
morning takes possession of the streets
to the huge delight of the cabmencabeen and
other dehus who see howbow close they
cn get to one without running him
down

several rehearsals of the procession
took place in order to accustom the
horses to their surroundings and a
though they were held sub rosa the
crowd at 7 a rnm rehearsed their part in
rushes whilst the police rtre hearted tell-
ing flank movements in checking the
same the pickpocketspick pockets getting in a
unique and effective rehearsal on their
own behalf with invariable success the
country cousins dodge the traffic fran-
tically and then stand in a most

bogbg manner and gaze at the preparations J
for the illumination and block the traffic
from the fourour points ozithe compass in A

the meantime carrying their umbrellas 1
and canes at most ceriousperious angles theprovincial is the same the world over
he wears the same hunted look also a
frock coat and derby hat from his
pockets at stated intervals he draws
halthalf an orange and invites his lady part-
ner to ave a piece to freshen her
up the police were at their wits
end to solve the problem of handling
several million people without any great
loss of life with this end in view they 3

published in the papers columns otof
edicts whilst every bill board is decor-
ated with three sheet posters of closely
printed regulations that must gladden
the business offices of the newspapers
and job printers strong gates have
been erected across streets where flank
movements on the part of the crowd
were anticipated whilst all bridges
across the thames were closed to the

and further vehicularpublic traffic onn
on the prprincipal thoroughfares closed
at seven a m ambulance stations
wtwe re stationed at statedstaled intervals along
the route the public told to keep to the J
right and admonished to go slowly
especially when proceeding on a down
grade for it ft not easy to handle a
crowd of humanity some fifteen ortwenty times larger than the entirepopulation otof our sta e i

among the sightseers must not be
forforgottenfore ottenRotten a delegation of sixty lourfour otof

the home contingent reinforced by
bishop romney and wife and mrs
mccune and daughter As thirty go
into three beds ten timeslimes and none over
the majority of the boys elected to
stay up all night and in the words of i
the playwright have A night out tobe candid the major portion indulged
in three nights outcut with the ultimate
result that they have most successfully
cultivatedcultivatedaa haggard expression and a
gait resembling that of a western
youngster when he first discards his s

shoes with the advent of spring and
prproceedsceede to step lightly over a rocky f

place nevertheless the universal ver-
a

diet is that it wasas worth it
by midnight of the aist the streetsetswere throngedthron ged with hundreds of k

ands whose general deportment when
in comparison to that of an election t
night would be as from a political cau-
cus to that of a well behaved sunday
school london was in its glory three
songs were the sole repertoiretoire of the
mob god save the queen which ll11

ultimately dene into god shave 1
hie th soldiers of thetheaqueen and only one girl in this

world torfor me which were yelled out
by gangs hundreds strong who paraded
the streets eight abreast armed with
pea shooters tin horns and squirts
thefhe east end girls and factory hands 1

were out en masse and one and all in 4
bulged in a most unique dance peculiar q
to themselves and the slums of london
they formed in phalanxes six or eight
abreast with their arms around eicheach
others necks and to the music of a
concertina and their owaown discordant
howls jumped frtr antica ly forward two
bounds their hatsbats would almost touch
the pavement then with two jumps to
the rear they would throw their bodiesbacues
back elevate their ragged shoes and
display a most unnecessary amount of
holey hosierhosieryY down every side streetjt i
especially off the strand impromptu W


