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PATITE ANNEAL CORPRRENCE

CHURCH  OF JESUS CHRIST- OF
DAY SAINTS. . |

LATTER-

Tae Fortieth Annual Conference of the
Church of Jesus' Christ' of Latter-day
Saints convened, according to adjourn-
ment on April 6th, this morning, at ten
o’clo¢k, in the New Tabernacle, ,
The interesting nature of the times,
fhe inereased fagilities for travel from
the porthern settlements and the beau-
tiful weather having iodoced ' larger

numbers of the Saints than usual from’

sthe country distriets toflock to the city,
the congregation was more numerous
than is usual &t the first meeting, For
nearly an hour before the open

the time announced for opentng Confer-
ence, & living stream flowed towards the

Temple Block and colleeted on First

South street. Many faces could be ob-
served among the throng, that had not
been seen in this ¢ity'for years. Capt.
Beezly’s Martial Band was on the
ground and increased ‘the interest and
animation of the scene with its enliven-

ing strains,
%n the stand were: _
Of the First Presidency:
Brigham Young, Geo, A Smith and
Daniel H., Wells.
. Of the Twelve Aposties:
Orson Hyde, Orson Pratl, John Tay-
Jor, Wilford Woodruff,Charles C. Rich,
Lorenzo Snow, Erastus Snow,Franklin

D. Richards, Geo, Q. Cannon, Brigham

Young, jan., and Joseph F. Smith,

‘ " Patriarch

~John Smith, ' (|

- Of the First Seven 'Presidents of Sevens

ML {Less’ '

Joseph Young, Alberf P. Rockwood,

Horace ' 8. Eldredge and John Van

':Gut.t" ¥ 18] '

Of the Presidency of the High

| CrQuorwimes

Edwin D. Woolley and Samuel W.

* Richards. |

Of the Presidency of this Stake of Zion:
John W. Young and George B. Wal-

lace.

Of the Presidency of the Bishopric:

Priests’

Edward Hunter, Leonard W. Hardy 1

and Jesse C. Little.
" There were also Bishops, Elders and
leading men from every settlement in
the Territory.

Conference was called to order by
President Brigham Young. ‘

The choir eang the hymn commenc-
ing:
‘“The morning breaks, the shadows fiee.”

Prayer by President Geo. A, St cl.
The choirsang:
“‘The towers of Zion soon shall rise.”

PRESIDENT GEO. A. SMITH

Addressed the Conference oun the
first principles: of the gospel. The
Latter-day Saints had never been jer-
mitted to stay long enough in one

lace to enable them to build a bouse |

large enouigh to accommmodate all who
wished to attend our conferences. By
the blessing of God, however, we are
now in a pogition that we will not be
under the necessity of requesting any
of our brethren and sisters of the cit
to stay away to make room for the
Saints from the country. B3y
Forty years since, on the 6th day of
last April, the Church of Jesus Christ
was organized with six members., At
that time fragmentary portions of the
1 of Christ could be found in the
various gectarian churches througheut
the world; but when the gospel was res-
tored by the Almighty through the
instromentality of the prophet Joseph,
a complete system was introduced.
Have we adhered to those ordinan ces
and those glorious  principles which
were innm?ornted in that sysgpm? In
the daysof Joseph men were tried and
tempted and many were led astray by
false spirits. At one time Oliver (gow-

~dery remarked that if he should aposta-
tize the church would be brokem up.
The Prophet told him, however, that it

was the work of the Lord and it would
Enag:ndwl:hon‘t him, This wquﬂg 'nu:
endent upon any man or 0
men, In the days of Joseph it was
predicted by many that if he were des-
troyed the Church would fall to pieces,

ﬁmh to-day and is ma wers-
‘fulthan it ever was. May ‘la?rd of
Jife and glory bless his servants and all

T i &

Israel, is my prayer, Amen,
.- PRESIDENT, DANIEL!H, ‘WELLS. |
U'Phe Lord knew the right time to

ing of 4
the gates, and about two hours before

He knew that Joseph would receive it
and could never be induced to deny it.
The children of men have their agency
to accept or reject the principles of the
Holy Gospel, when those principles are
unfolded to them. - Those who reject
the gospel take upon themselves an
awful responsibility.,' The Lord will
leave all of Hie children without ex-
cuse. Thoge who do'not know the gos-
pel in this life will have an opportunity
in another sphere. The Latter-day
Szints know in. whom they havetrusted
They have relied upon Him who is in-
deed their Father. ' The gospel ehould
be sweeter to us now than it has ever
been, and weshould be willing, were it
necessary, to place our all, even to our
existence, on the altar, for the further-
ance of the cause of God on the earth.
When any new principle, or. even a
new . idea respecting some old, prin-
ciple is advanced, many ave ready to
oppose it. How mapy, for instance,
have raised a hue and ory because the

| that they have nointegrity,

| Holy Faith,

F

Feu le were counseled not to trade with
heir enemies. The Kingdom and the
greatness thereof will never be given to
a people who would hand them over to
the Devil as fast as the Lord bestewed
them, . The Lord tests and tries his
people to see whether they have integ-
rity, and those who fly the track the
moment they are tired, show to Him
It is the
greatest calamity that ean befall a per-
gson, to make shipwreck of his most
In all ages of the world
the Eenple of God have had to endure
the hatred and persecution of the world. |
The tables, however, will finally be
changed. The Baints will ﬂava

ord, and the glory of God shall rest
upon the Temple and the habitationsof
the Saints.

PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG

Said that the people would be required,
during Conference, io pay strict atien-
tion and to keep good order. He thought
it would be advisable for the gisters to
make arrangements toleave their babies

|at home, as little children eould not pos-

sibly understand anything that might

| ing on those

the congregation from hearing. Asour
congregations will be of necessity large,
we will be compelled to bea little exact-
| points, Referring to the
filthy practice indulged in by some,
while al meeting, of chewing tobaeco,
President Young said;
l On BSunday, after  meeting, going
thmugh the gallery which had been oc-
cupied by those claiming, no doubt, to

{ be gentlemen, and perbaps, brethren,

you might have supposed that eattle had
peen standing argund there and drop-
piug their nuisances, Here and there
were great quids of (obaceo, and places
a foot or twe fupt ~giare smeared with
tobacco juice, L wiess the door-keepers,
when, in the {ature, hey observe any
persons besmeg. iz tie seats .and floor
in this way to sequesy them to leave the
house; and, if they refuse and will not
stop spittingabout and besmearing their
peighbors, just take them and lead them
uutcaraf_ui yand kindly. It is.an im-
position for those claiming to be gentle-
men to spit. tobaceo juice for ladied to:
draw their clothes through and besmear
them, or to leaye their dirt in the house.
We request all addicted to this praectice,
to omit it while in this house, Elders

|

y | of Israel, if you must chew tobacco,

omit it while in meeling, and when you
leave, you can take a double portion, if

you wish to.

PRESIDENT YOUNG made some ex-
cellent practical remarks in relation to
the necessity for the Saints being con-
tinually taught in the things of God.

The choir sang ‘‘Holy Lord God of
Hosts.,”’

Conference adjourned till 2 p.m.

Prayer by Elder Geo. Q. Cannon.

_ : ‘I‘HURE]JAY, 2 p.m,
Meeting was called to order by Presi-
dent Brigham Young.
The choir sang:

““Hosannah to the great Messiah,”

Prayer by Elder Brigham Young, jr.
The choir sang:

“What wondrous things we now behold.”
"ELDER ORSON HYDE.

We are engaged in the cause of God.

I know that Joseph Bmith was a true
Prophet, and although we cannot see
him with the natural eye, yet he is
mﬂﬂnﬁin that cause we are engaged in,
Not only can I bear my testimony that
h was sent of but that

: i’?;g{h]iﬂ ham Young is %iqﬂ suC-
ré= | ceasor.

Although the enemies of Pres-

veal His gospel to His children, and He | ident* Young may vent their rage and

‘sent His messenger to the right Joseph. | spleen

c—

et
ower fto erect a holy tempfa to the |

be said, and by their noise, they prevent |
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inst him, yet their machina-
tions will have no more effect on him
than the warring elements which ga-
ther around our mountain tops have uE-
the Twin Peakes, which have with-
stood the storms of ages. The
man who has been appointed to lead
Israel will still stand au immovable pil-
lar of the Almighty. -

The Latter-day Saints should be
prempt in paying their debts.
should owe no man anything but love
and good will. We may turn away
those to whom we are indebted with
gsome frivolous execuse, but we cannot
in'this way, turn aside the demands of
justice. If we are slack in discharging
our obligations and bave no fixed de-
termivation to do so, will the Liord hear
and answer our prayers? Some Jmuple
run i to debt to gratify pride and fash-
iop; this is not right. Some 'actually
sell their erop of wheat as soon asit is
sown. Such should deny themselves
indulgencies that can be dispensed with,
It would be well for the people to ask

They ”

themselves whether they have settled
their indebtedness to the Emigrating
Fund, whether they have paid up their
Tithing, their newspapers, &e¢. Joseph
the Prophet once said that the majority
of this people would never go autra.f'.
If we will walk uprightly and honestly
the blessings of the Lord will rest upon
us. I expect to see the day when those
who have sought the injury of the
Saints will feel ashamed in the presence
of honorable men., God defend this
people and their rights, is my prayer,
in the name of Jesus, Amen,

ELDER ORSON PRATT.

Here in these wilds of North America
is a great people whose views are one;
who believe that God has eommenced
for the last time to establish His king-
dom. No other consideration than the
building up of Zion could have induced
this great people to gather ether in
these valleys. Had they gathered to a
rich eountry, other motives might have
been assigned for their gathering.: We
came here because God commanded
us to come, We were willing to
forego - the luxuries that abounded
in the countries from which we have
come: We believed before we came
here that the Lord would, in this
mountainous country, raise up a great
and powerfal people. We had faith in
the prophecies contained in the Bible,
some of which say that Zion should be
commanded togetup intoa high moun-
tain, and that an‘ensign shall be lifted
up to the nations and unto which many
people shall flow, The kingdom of
God ' will stand forever, whilst all
earthly governments shall crumble to
pieces. Jesus said if ye love me, keep
my commandments. Before a people
can obey these commandments it is ne-
cessary for them to knew what they are.
I remember when I was a boy, visiting
the Prophet Joseph, in Seneca county,
New York, on the 2nd'day of January,
1831, 8 Conference ef the church was
held, and at thesolicitation of the peo-

le for the Prophet to enquire of the
Enrd what was required of them, a
revelation was given to the effect that
they were to gather up to the State of
Ohio. Under these circumstances the
only way those people could have
manifested their love for Jesus would
be to obey this commandment. The
people, at that time, with but few ex-
ceptions, rejoiced to have the privilege
of ubeyinﬁ that command. Command-
ments and revelations are given accor-
ding to the circumstances of the people
unto whom they are given. Many eom-
mandments and revelations were given
| to the Saints, whilst in Kirtland, Ohio,
He commanded that a Temple should
then be built, an&g&w, by revelation,
the pattern after *which it should be
erected, even to the minutest particu-
lar, The people manifested their love
for the Lord by obeying His commeand-
ment. In that Temple, the Prophet
Elijah visited the Prophet Joseph, This
was in fulfillment of the prophecy of
Malachi: that the hearts of the children
might be turned to the fathers and the
hearts of the fathers to the children,
Previous to this we knew nothing of
salvation and baptism for the dead who
had died without the knowledge of the
gos Elijah was not the only an-
cient prophet that came and ministered
in that temple. Others came and de-
livered to the servants of God keys con-
nected with the greatand last dispensa-
tion. And here around me ‘are men
who hold those keys, which were de-
livered by heavénly messengers. And
although apostates miom and rﬁo
‘their heel against the Lord’s anointed,’
rt*tho_n keys will never again betaken
from the earth. The saints were tol
by the Lord that unless they obeye

strictly His commandmentsin relation
to the purchase of lands they should beé
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scourged and driven by their enemies;
and although the prophetJeseph, accom-
panied by a numberof prominentElders,
traveled over one thousand miles among
the Baints and warned them of the judg-
ments of God that would visit them if
they did not repent of their ghort com-
ings, the Baints were driven from place
to place, until finally they, being Jed
by the servants of God, came to this
country. In 1831 the Lord promised
that the Saints would, before thegener-
ation had all passed away thatwag in
existence then,build up the centrestake
of Zion where a Temple should he
reared and the glory of God would rest
upon it.

I rejoice to see so great an improve.
ment in the Latter-day Saints as hgs
taken place since then., They are more
united now than they have ever beeugt
any former time. They will continusiy
improve until they shall be preparedi
associate with heavenly beings.

Conference adjourned till to-morrsy
morning at 10 o’clock. | '
The choir sang:

“We thank Thee, O God, for a Prophet
Prayer by Elder John Taylor.

FRIDAY, 10 a.m.
Meeting was called to order by Presi-
dent Brigham Young.

The choir sang:
*‘See how the morning sun.”

Prayer by Elder John W, Young.
The choir sang:

“Hark! listen to the gentle breeze.”
ELDER JOHN TAYLOR.

All mankind need the guidance of
the Almighty; without it it is impossi-
ble for ue to do right. The world, by
wisdom, know not God. Yet fthey com-
prehend manﬁ things. Many entertain
the idea that,by advancing in the kpnow-
ledge of science and phﬁmphy,,(}od
can be known. This is not the case. No
man knoweth the things of God, but by
the spirit of God. Becientific knowledge
has wonderfully increased during the

resent age, and has been a great %e‘ne-

t to mankind, as instanced in the util-
jzation of steam, electricity, etc. Be-

| cause of the progress made in those

things it has been su ed that the in-
tellect of man is capable of grasping all
things. Men Fat puffed up beeause of
their dsicoveries, forgetting that they
owe all tothe Almighty, from whom
proceeds every good gift, forgetting

also that they are still graspin
in the dark gﬁlating to (go-d panﬁ

His designs. There is a philosophy of
the earth and there is a philosophy of

the Heavens. The ghﬂuﬂ phy of the
Heavens comprehends all things, but

the philo-ophy of the earfh cannot com-
e‘l;ahend (e nature and designs of God.
ho among philogophers can tell how
this earth was organized, by what
power it moves, or what is the nature
of the inhabitants of the worlds we be-
hold above us? No man ever has or
ever will comprehend those things by
human philosophy or wisdom agluna.
They can only be understood as the
knowledge of them is imparted by the
Heavens, Itisthe greatest absurdity
for man to beast of his superior intelli-
ence, None of the principles that have
een discovered by man were originated
by bhuman wisdom; they emanated
from Nature’s God. The boasting of
men with regard to their intelligence
reminds us of an infant who lifts its
band, and discovers for the first time
that it has a hand, although the hand
was there before it made the discovery.
Notwithstanding the ignorance of man-
kind in relation to the knowledge of
God, they would undertake to die-
tate what we shall and shall not be-
lieve in, and what shall' be our
code of morals, just as if they were
immaculate.  The gospel is ever-
lasting; it brought an everlasting priest-
hood with it and has everlasting cove-
nants connected with it. A ing to
promise, when we obeyed, we received
the Holy Ghost, whi ed us in
communication ' with the 'heavens,
Things that, previous to our obedience
to the gospel, we did nmot comprehend
were made plain fo our minds. _Aml
although we were derided by the world,
because ofnlli'*m;):_:n 1 ‘of the plan
of salvation, yet we knew that where-
as we had been blind, to the gs of
God, we had been made to see, We care

::;rt J‘:rjtt:‘a opinions of men, but '
‘We know that God hu‘poin ‘
should pursue an

h we “tﬁ
Walkl 1o I6 i dent .“1 th
o Phae

Wh

powers of earth and
we know pertaining to
fore ebeying tﬁnéz&d
went to be marri

, the priests of the



