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ETER MORTENSEN SHOT T0 DEATH FOR MURDER OF

FIFTY.THIRD YEAR,

“JINMY™ HAY

The demands of law have been satisfied. His prison cell is empty and his remains are now for the grave.
To the very end Mortensen proved himself to be a most remarkable man. That his conscience was seared, his heart cruel and his nerve marvelous, his whole conduct proved. Hope was ever his guide. No matter how
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hunting expedition.
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Peter Mortensen, the assassin of James R, Hay, his friend and neighbor, is dead. He has given life for life. So far as the infliction of man's punishment is concerned the end has come. The penalty can go no further.
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dark the clouds were, how close they drew about him, or how unpropitious this or that development in his case was, he hoped on. Even to the last night of life, when Governor Wells told him he believed him guilty and that there
could be no reprieve he apparently believed he had a chance. Accordingly he fought for it with all the force and enigmatical mystery of strange make-up. But the governor's visit and reply that he could do nothing for him chilled him
to the very marrow. Still there was no evidence of his weakening. He maintained his incomprehensible stoicism just as before except that he was even more firm and fixed. He went to bed at two o'clock this morning and slept “like a
10g,” to use the expression of the “Death Watch." When he awoke it was 6:30 o'clock. Then he arose unconcernedly and prepared himself for breakfast and partook of that meal as heartily as though he was about to start off on a

He was not very talkative. On the contrary he was moody and thoughtful. What was passing through his mind he did not disclose to the guards. There was much speculation as to whether he was going to make an
ante death statement, or whether he would “die game,” as he put it. “That is what I want to do,” he said, “and that is what [ shall try to do. But of course it is a tough proposition to face and a fellow can never tell what he is going to

do until he is up against it and I will soon be there and will soon know more about it.”” Thus he reasoned, calinly, philosaphically. That he spoke the truth in this instance there is no doubt, as he has given many evidences during

his term of imprisonment that he despised cowardice.

. The scene was a most lamentable and neversto=be forgotten aitair.

gaze keenly.

the death chair info which he was strapped.
welled up in his yes as he took his last Farewell of his brother.

SIGNAL @ FIRE WAS GIVEN = 1031

Was Led Into the Enclosure at 10:27, When a Piece of White
Paper Was Placed Over His Heart for the Executioners’
Buj\lcls, All Five of Which Took Eifect.

The condemned man was blindfolded by Deputy SBheriffs Bmith and (“m\un
and led into the prison enclosure from his cell at 10:27, followed by t‘.l?z\r\l
Driggs, Sheriff Emery, and Drs. Mayo, Odell and Wilcox, Smith and Cowan
strapped him to the ehair, gecurely binding his shoulders, wrisig and x\mklvn.
The prisoner was dressed in overalls, and had on a black and white shirt, He
wore no coat or vest, A white plece of paper was pinned over his heart, and
after he had shaken hands with Dr, Young and other officials, the enclogure
was cleared and at 10:31 Sheriff Emery gave the signal to fire and all five guns
yang out simultaneously, all the ghots taking effect.

When the shots were fired the body twitched slightly, his head dropped
forward, his hands trembled tor a second, then his head dropped back, and
he was declared dead.

ml'ie‘raile(l Story of the Execution.

ghortly after 8 o'clock this morning a cloged carriage, contaluing the flve
vilomen walected’ for ‘the deadly work, drove up (o the entrance of the prigon
ond then drove around te the south of the prison wall and then ingide the

U to the blacksmith shop. No one saw them, They were hurried Into
the blacksmith ghop and remained there untll the crowd digappeared after the
ceecution,  THe carriage then drove instde and the marksmen were hurried

v Shortly after the arrival of t he curriage, fhariff Emery, aoccom-
panled by Deputy Irvine, drove out In a buggy. They were closely fol-
lowed by Deputles Smith and Cowan.

1 l\':\,\'llnl', one of the guards compriging the de ath wateh, sald to the
PNows' immediately after the execution:

“1 pever saw such nerve in my lite,  He maintained his Innocence up to
the very last, Last night when 1 wag with him he sald that the only re-
(uest he had to make was that there would he no ceremony over his re«
yiing, but that if posgible he would ke his body taken to Ogden and placed
alongside of his mother, who was burled there."

Immediately after the body was taken to the morgue, Sheriff Emery and
hig deputies Legan the journey back to the city, The gheriff was asked what
would be done with the body, and replied:

“1 know nothing about it. My work (s finlghed and the case I8 now out
of my hands. Come on, boyg,” he added to his deputlies, “‘and let's get away
from here as soon as possible.”

LARGE CROWD PRESENT.

Ag early as 9 o'clock this morning there was o large crowd at the entrance
of the prigon, all eagerly waiting to gail¥ entrance, Those who had been given
the priviledge to witness the exacution came in twos and threes, and not all
were on the scene until just a few momentg before the fatal volley was fired,

nearly ag could be determined thers were 98 avitnesses, including the offi.
corg and guards, The names of all those present could not be lesrned, The
physteiang who were n attendance were Mayo, Wileox, Odell, Young
(prison physiclan), Plummer, B nedict, Beer, Witcher, Harrison, Wright.

SOME OF THE WITNESSES,
Among the other witnesses were ). (. Sharp, Rev, Simpking, Father Kiley,

Drs

[ 15 Rieh, Arthur F. Barnes, Andrew Jengen, W. W, Hall, County Clerk
James, Sherifit Balley of Ogden, Andrew Burt, Captain Burbidge, BSergeants
Smith and Roberts, and Officers J. Do Brown, Carlson, Gulbransen, Burt and

Johnson, Two vepresentatives from each paper were present,

Al 10:10 o'clock the were all present withn the prigon wall,
\bout one-third of themn were stationed on the south wall and remained
until Mortengen's body was taken from the death chair The others
were staftoned at the north end of the blucksmith ghop and a  wire
strotched from the ecast wall to the blacksmith shop to Keep the spec tutors
back., Two tableg were placed on a line with the death ghaly, for the news-
puper men. The chalr was placed against the eagt wall,” Hehind the chalr
were hoards to receive the bullets after they had dona their deadly work,
In front of the chalr, facing west, a distance of 36 feet, was the entrance of
the blacksmith shot. Over the opening was stretched some blue denim in
which were six holes. Through five of the holes protruded five rifles, Defore
Mortensen was led out, 8heriff Emery entered the ghop and gave his final
ingtriuctions to the marksmen. The gung were thrust through the openings
and the riflemen took aim «t the empty chair, This was done to test thelt
:ﬂ]lL

spectators
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LED OUT TO DIE

At 10:27 o'clock, Peter Mortensen was led around from the south end of
the blacksmith shop. Deputy Sheriffs Smith and  Cowan Ma1d him by the
hands and arms. Mortensen was attived in gray prison trousers, which he put
on just before leaving the cell, bluck shoes and a striped shirt. His head
witd bave, but over his eyes was fastened o white handkerchief, He looked pale
but walked with a firm step and did nol falter a second when ordered to seat
himself and face his executioners. Prison Physician A, ¢, Young had previ-
ously prepared a target. It was made from a plece of white paper on which
was drawn a elrele Indleating the point to shoot at, This was pinned directly
over the doomed man's heart,

BOUND THE PRISONER.

Deputies Smith and Cowan then bound Mortensen’s wrists, shoulders and
ankles to the chalr., Those in the immediate vieinity wersa Sheriff Emery, the
two deputies mentioned, Drs. Mayo, Wileox, Young and Odell and Guard
Driggs., Al 10:30 he shook hands with them all, His last words were in re-
sponse to a question from Sheriff Emery:

“Huve you anything to say?" asked the sheriff,

NOTHING TO BAY.

“Nothing at all,* replied Mortengen, “only 1 want to thank the officials

hers for their kind treatment. 1 shall never forget it in the next world, [ am
an innocent man," A
THE FATAL BHOTS,
After this statement, the officinls and physiclans stepped quickly to the

pouth of the blacksmith shop, The spectators removed their hats and all be-
came silent as death. The guns were then put through the openings, the
marksmen's eyes were glancing along the sights and before any comnmand
wag given they were aiming truely at the target, Thelr fingers were on the
triggers, There was a brief pause, but it seemed an age Lo those In W anlting,
Mortensen's head was dropped slightly but there was not the slightest indica.
tion of nervousness. J¥is fingers rested lightly on the arma of the chalr,
There was but one word spoken In the command, Amld n death-like sllence
Sherlff Emery spoke in a low tone of voice the word:

"Fire!"

Instantly the rifles belohed forth thelr deadly volley,

(Continued on page 2.)
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THE DEATH WARRANT THAT

WAS READ TO MORTENSEN,

Following is the full text of the death warrant that was read to the prisoner by Sheriff
Emery, in whose hands the work of the execution was placed:

The State of Utah sends greeting to the Sheriff of Sait Lake County:
Whereas, On the sixth day of February, A, D, 1902, the defendant Peter Mortensen was
charged by the district attorney of the Third judicial district of the state of Utah, by informa-

tion duly filed on that date, of the erime of murder in the first degree; and
A B

1353
AT

Whereas, The said defendant Peter Mortensen was tried by a jury of said court in the man
ner provided by law, at the April, A, D. 1902, terin of said court, and a verdiet of guilty of mur-
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o der in the first degree was found and declared against said defendant by said jury on the 14th
b day of 'lb“w' A. D, 1902; and

i Whereas, Said court having fixed and appionted the second day of September, A. D. 1902,
‘5:‘ as the time for pronouncfyg judgment on said verdict, the defendant’s motion for a new trial,
:"?t and the defendant’s motion in arrest of judgment having been theretolore overruled, npon
g motion of Dennis C. Eichnor, district attorney, for judgment wpon the veraict, the court asked
U the defendant, Peter Mortensen to stand up, and the said defendant haying stood up in open
:‘f court, the court informed him of the nature of the charge against him, and asked the said de-
t‘:? tendant whether he had any legal cause to show why judgment should not be pronounced
Ef against him; to which the defendant replied that he was innocent of the erime with which he was
€W charged, and that all legal reasons which he had to present had theretofore been presented to the

court, and by the court passed upon, and that he had nothing further to say.

Whereupon the court said to the defendant: “The penalty provided by the statute of this
state for murder in the first degree is death, to be inflicted either by hanging vou by the neck
until dead, or by shooting you, at vour election ; you may now make the election as to which
mode of death shall be inflicted upon you.”
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Whereupon the defendant said that he elected to be executed by shooting.

Thereupon the court pronounced judgmient upon the defendant as follows: “It is the judg-
ment of the court that you, Peter Mortensen, be taken lience to some safe and secure place of
confinement, and that you there be kept until I'riday the 17th day of Octaber, A. D, 1902, and
between the hours of 10 o'clock in the forenocon and 2 o'clack in the afternoon of said 17th
day of Octaber, A, 1. 1902, within the exterior walls of the State prison of the State of Utah,
\ And
\Whereas, An appeal was granted in said
the State of Utah to the Supreme court of

you be shot until you are dead.”
cause from said Third Judicial District court of
said state; and

Whereas, On the 19th day  of September, A, D, 1602, a stay of procecdings on =aid judg
ment was granted until said appeal should be disposed of ; and

Whereas, The judgment and sentence of said Third Judicial District court, so
from, were on the 12th day of August, 1903, affirmed by the Supreme court of the State of
Utah, as duly appears in the remittitur of the Supreme court of said state on file in this court,
and which remittitur directs that the judgment and sentence of said district court be carried
into effect in conformity with law; and \

Whereas, On the 3rd day of October, A. D, 1903, the defendant’s motion for a new trial
having been submitted to the court and by the court overruled, upon motion of Dennis C,
Lichnor, Esquire, district attorney for the Third judicial district of the State of Utal, for a
judgment pursuant to the mandate and remittitur of the Supreme court of the state, the conrt

asked the defendant Peter Mortensen to stand up, and the defendant having stood up in open
court, the court inquired of him whether he had anything to say why the judgment of {he
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court as herctofore pronounced against hiny should not be carried into execution, pursuant to the
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mandate of the Supreme court, to which the defendant replied he was innocent of the crime
with which he was charged.

Whereupon the court said to the defendant: “At the time the judgment of the court was
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pronounced against you on the 2nd day of September, A, D. 1902, you were informed what the
law of this state is with reference to the different modes of punishment ; at that timie you elected
to be shot; do you now desire to make any change in that election?” to which the defendant
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responded, “No, sir.”
Thereupon the court pronounced the following judgment, to wit: “Pursuant to the elee
tion vou made at that time and the mandate of the Supreme court of this state, it is the judg
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ment of this court that you be taken hence to a place of safe and sccure confinement, and that
you be kept there in confinement until Friday, the 20th day of November, A. I, 1903, and that
between the hours of 1o o'clock in the forenoon and 2 o'clock in the afternoon of said 2oth day
of November, A. . 1903, within the exterior walls of the State prison of the State of Utal,
you he shot until you are dead.”
Now, therefore, you, the said sheriff of Salt Lake county, Utah, are hereby commanded and
required to take ;,,,‘,.),,l,,~ custody the said defendant,Peter Mortensen, and that within five days
it this date vou convey him, the said Peter Mortensen, to the State prison of the State of
Utah, and deliver him. to the warden thereof, there to be held in confinement until Friday, the
aoth day of November, A. 1. 1903, and between the hours of 10 o'clock in the forencon and 2
¢ ]ucl;uin the afternoon of the last-named day, within the exterior valls of the said State prison
of the State o Utah, you do shoo. him, the said Peter Mortensen, until he s dead, and make due
return of your doings hereunder.
Witness my hand this fifth day of Octover, A, D. 1903.
Jt w .
Attest:
(Seal.)
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CHARLES W. MOFLSE,
Judge of the Third Judicial District, State of Utah,
JOHN JAMES, County Clerk
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Every eye of the nearly four score speclators was upon him and he felt their
But his scli=composure remained in wonderiul degree and it was evident he was making a mighty straggle as he walked behween the guards to
The sweat stood out in great beads upon his bared forchead as he steeled himseli Yor the tinal test, and tears
Buat be it said to his credit, it there can be any credit due him, he died as he wanted to—game.
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[ NAKES STATEMENT; SAYS G00D-BY

] Proclaimed His Innocence to the Very Last and Thanked all Who
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Had Been Kind to Him—Affecting Scene with His Brother
And His Farewell to His Fellow-Murderers,

Before

being lead to the scene of execution, he gont for a representative

of cach of the papers and inade a long statement to them, thanking the
L:»U.n 19, the officlials whe had hhin in charge, hig attorneys, and all of hli;
friends for the kindnesses shown him durving his Incarceration. He emphati-
cally proclaimed his innocence of the murder of hig best friend, 3

Just befere the newspapermen arrived. he bade farewell to his fathep
brothers, David and Henry, his sistersin law, Mrs. Henry Mortensen, and hm"
little son. Davld Mortensen was the last to bid hig bLrother good bye. He
threw his arms around the condemned man's neck, Kissed him, m;d Wept
bitterly, During the § irting tegrs were in the eyes of the condemned man all
the (me, and the guards and the otherg who were around at the time, were
vigibly affected by he sad scene Henry and David Mortensen were not n
the enclosure when the execution took place. They walted in the office, and
Will take charge of the ramains of their brother, .

On being led out of the cell
James

denth for

vaom, Martensen bid good bye to Nick Ha

waorth,
Botha, all af whom e

Lynch, and Charles

under sentence of murder, He sald he

hoped that they would have better luck (han he had

"l'h. re were about 76 persoims who witnessed the execution, including about
balf @ dogen or more physiciane, a large number of county, state and city
offfivialy, and visiting oMelals from the surrounding countleg,

The execution

went off without n hitch or delay.
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Mortensen’s Message to the Public

At § o'clock thlg morning Sheriff Kmery went to the copdemned man's
oell and read (o him the death warrant, Mortensen did not flinch but his
head was slightly bowed and he listened respectfully to the reading of the
warrant, The only statement muade was that he was innocent,

A few moments Jater his attorneys, ¢,

B.oand B, J. Stewart, bade him a
farewell.

Mortensen was visibly effected when he shook hands with
them, wnd turning to €. B. Stewart said;

last

“I want to tell you €. B., that you and vour brother have defended an
innocent man, What 1 have said about vou your defense of me
ig true, every word of It, I want to thank you. You have ably defended me
and I can not thank you enough.”

After the Stewarts departed, Mortevsen's father, M. F'

boys In

. Mortensen, Henry
Mortensen’s wife, and David, a brother of the condemned man, visited hlli\ a
In hig cell. He looked them straight in the face agnin protested his
innocence, Hls relatives could hardly bea.s up under the terrible strain and
powerlesg farewell. At 8:30 o'clock they left
Mortensen's former home in Forest Dale,

and

were almost to speak a last
the prison to return to

Henry

Mortensen did not seq Peter this moming, He could not stand the ordeal of
saying last good-hye.

Mortensen wag asked, after hig :'v-!n'l\‘lm departed, {f he wanted any
spiritual jadvigere with him He emphatically declared that he did not
want any ministers with him,

At 4D, & vepresentative from each of the daily papers was admitted
(o, his eell Tor the purpoge of taking from him the statement that he an-
wuneed last night he would give The statement consumed considerable

tme and within u few
ment, 1 was shot t

moments after he concluded hig remarkable states

y dedath
MORTENSEN'S

MESSAGE T0O THE PEOPLE.

The newspaper men whom he sent for were then grocted with & hearty
handshake by condemuned man, after which he commenced his :a(ulf-mvv;?
) | publ During his statement, Mortensen wes attived In the black and
vhit urt, in which he was executed, and wore a8 black pair Bf trousers, n
bluck vest aud silppers, He stoad in the doorway of his cell and leaned
agninst §it. He gnol L glow and clear volee, stopping occaslonally to think
or to allow the spaper men an opportunity to get every word which he
utterad A Bumber of times when he spoke of relatives or dear friends tears

ciima to hin eyes qud he was very much affected,
and proceed In hig usbal firm volee

ltughed outright at |

but
Several

would recover immedi-
times he esmiled and
emarks which were made during his Interview,

"I HAVE SENT FOR YOU."
full: "Boys,
fnlgh the letter
and others,

ately

it follows in
could not
esterday the

The stiaten I have sent for vou to come oaut
I started, I had a number of visitors
. and I did not have time to finish It. My
object s to glve you a few words in compliment to the officers. In the first
place 1 wish you would say through your papers that 1 desire to particularly
mention twa names of witnesses who testifled In oy The first man
who deserves special recognition by all lovers of justice and who have by théfyr
proven that they are entitled to the kindest consideration of the }wupi N

governor

chse,

actior

They are officers who talked to me more in the by ginning, (Hoere he
stopped and remarked to the reporters: "Tell me f [ talk too fast) con erning
my case and asked me more questions than any others.

“Mr. Joanney |g the officer who wus guarding me at the city prison during
my sl thoere When he wae called upon the stand at the preliminary hear
i1 ta testify with veference to what he saw at the grave of James R, Hay,
(Here tearg came to hig eyes and he stopped o gecond) and heard mors coii-
versa n with friendg and other officers than any other man, and upon the
witn tand he was satjsfled with speaking the truth, Had he desired to
has rted little words and misrepresented any staternent he had that
char But he would not deviate from the truth  God blezs him for it?

MAY HEAVEN BLESS JHIM.

T ext man who comes under a similar heading with that of My, Jan-
ney s Deputy Sheriff John B. Cummock. The truth was good enough
hriny May heaven remémber him and his!

After 1 was confined in the county Jall I received the kindly considera.
tion of every aofficer there Every reasonable reouest which they mild «
stently grant was extended to me. I desire especially to thank Mr. Thomas
F. Thomas for the many kindnesses which he gave me and for hig desire to
I only Justice done, When they came to {dentify me while In the « mntly
jall he was Kind enough to turn out the prisone nd me mg them and
required those who came to jdentify me to pick me out from among those
prisonera. That lg but one example of his falrness and kindness to me,

ALL WERE KIND

“Sinee my confinement in the state prigson, the oMeers and guards, ona
and all, have heen Kindness personifisd, 1 dealre to especially name those
who have had my case particylarly In hand

What was that last?" be asked. The lasgt gentence wasg repeated to him
and he procceded with his statement.)
s

(Continued on Msu t 6-;
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