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IT iaIs with humility dedesiringtiring that
the spirit of the lord muymay rest
upon you my hearersheareri as well as
upon myself that I1 arise to address
you I1 am requested to biowblow the
gospel trumpet I1 do hotnot know
that I1 shall be able to make myself
heard by thisthia large congregation
unless all keep quiet and exercise
that faith which it is our privilege
to dodowhenwhen assembled in a worship
ping capacity

if we are in the line otof our duty
we are engaged in a great and glo-
rious cause it is very essential to
our individual welfare that every
man and every woman who has
entered into thothe covenant of the
gospel through repentance and
baptism should feel that as indi-
viduals it is their bounden duty
to use their intelligence and the
agency which the lord kashashashns given
them for the promotion of the in-
terests of zion and the establish-
ment of her causecauses in the earth
those who agrenotare not faithful I1inn the
discharge of these duties cannot be
wholly acceptable to god forthfor theyey
are mormore or less in the condition of
the church which was complained
of by the angel to the apostlejohnjob asas being neither hot nor
coidcold butbut lukewarmluke warm and there-
fore onlyy littofilfib to be out or
to be dldisownedsow ned of gufgo
more deserving of thifind rebuke and
chastisement are thos0 who are
not only indifferent to thothet 1 e inter-
ests of the cause of god and its
growth in the earoearm buthut who mur-
mur and find faur and who in-
stead of putting shoulders to
the wheelwheels actually try to retard itsit8
progress by using what little influ-
ence and means ahey possespossess to
obstruct the onward marchmarel of the
kinkingdom

I1itt was said by the son of gogoddiverily verily I1 say unto theeexcept a man be bornbom again he
cannot see the klairdorn of god
this was saidpaid to nicodemus a ruler
of tathe Jews who evidently blibilbelievedovedeved
that jesus was sent of god but
who wvitontent to him by night1 beinheing
ashamed to be seen seeking so
humble a person in the day time
having no doubt tuatthat feeling of
worldly pride which aulnulanimatesmites the
bosoms of many ofor the present
gem ration he dreddared lotnot identify
lilina elfeif with thetho saviour of the
world because his reputation and

in society would be sacri-
ficed

racrl
but he marvelledmarvelleemarvel led at thetife

sssayinging of christ and upon further
inquiry the saviour explained by
dedeclaijimingmg that except A man be
isom of water and of the spirit hah0
catinat enter into the kingdom ol01gdgud and I1 may say still fur-
ther thatthit being born of the water
undand the spirlbarone will not enable
a manluau to enterenier into the kingdom ofol01

heaven there is something stillstil
beyond which is just as neesnecessaryary
as this the first ordinanceordina ucouce of thethogagospelpelpei which must be observed
adanil honored by those of this nev
birth 1in order that they may obtain
the full salvation which is sought
after

on this particular occasion the
saviour was speaking of baptism
andandonin order to impress itlt uponup0
Nicodemus that it might be under
sabod then as well as to be in force
in all future time so that people
need not be deceived hebe spoke
thus ememphaticallyhaticallycaily on this point of
docdoedoctrinetrine it therefore mattersmatteisnotnot
how devoutdevort honest or sincere we
might be in the profession of ouroui
faith in godigod or in the system of0
religion we might have adopteda
and which wa believe to be the
everlasting gospelgospels without this or-
dinance of baptism we cannot be
saved but first having repented of0
our sins with that repentance
which not to be repented
of in other words putting awaawayy
from us every eau anaand shunning
even the appearance of sins
berbe baptized by one
god for the remission of those ainssins
and for the reception of the holy
ghost wewi thus becoming heirs of0f
god and joint heirs with jesjesusU 8
christy truetitia branches having beonboon
grafted intoAnto the true vine bearing
fruit of the good heedsseedsheedseed bilbringingnging
forth an hundred fold to the honor

and glory of godclod 1I repeat it mat-
ters not hownow honest we may be or
profess to be in our convictions
without this repentance and bap-
tism and reception of the holy
ghost which constitute the new
birth we are not of the family of
christ but are aliens astranestrangedd
from god and his laws and in tthis
fallen condition we shall remain
whether in the body or in the
spspirit for time and for eternity
unless we render obedience to the
plan devised in the heavens for the
redemption and salvation of the
human family

the latter day saints may say
we were taught this doctrinedeedectrine by
the elders in our native lands and
we believed it and repented of our
sinsbins and were baptizedbaptizeds and we
received the gift pfaf the holy ghost
which was a testimony to us that
we had done the will of the faher and since then our testimo-
nies have often been confirmed
through the manifestations of the
power of god and the renewal of
his spirit in our hearts why
therefore saypay they is it necessary
0 o refer to these things now per-
haps a reason may bba found for so
doidoldoing13 g in the fact that judging from
hethe actions of many who profess to

beje latter day saints it would
seem that they had come to the
conclusion that they hadcompleted
their work that the requirements
of the gospel were all compliedaedwith and nothing now remainedned
but for them to enter upon the in-
heritancesheri promised to the faithfulwe perhaps forget in consequence
of the things of time which so
tetemptmatourouroun fallen nature that bav-
ing been born anew which is the
putting away of the old man sin
and putting onconofof the newnow man
christ Jesujesusswiwe havebave become sol-
diers of the cross having enlisted
under the banner of jehovah for
time andhorand for eternity and that we
llavehave entered into the most solemn
covenants to serveberve god and to con
tend earnestly for the establishment
of the principles of truth and right-
eousnesse on this earth continually
while we live and having been

1bought with a priceprices that is hav-
ing beebeen redeemed from the power
of sin through the atoning blood of
the saviour as the apostle saysbayswe are not our own we are hisshisbis
and we are dependent on him not
bialy for the light and knowledge
which we have received by vivirtueetue
of the gospel restored in this dis-
pensationpensation through the prophet
joseph smith but for all temporal
blessings and even for our very
earthly being thereforeThere forosfores it is not
consistent with our high and hoholyy
calling to9 allow ourselves to become
carelesss and indifferentdifferent to the I1inter-
ests of the causecausse we have despouespouseded
lest we fall pourp r inconsist-
ency andarld return jikelike the sow that
was washedwished to her wallowing injq
theibe mire and peradventure be
found traitors to the sacred cause in
which we havebave enlisted and forforfeitfei t
ththe gift of eternal life to which we
have beenbeeq noaderoade heirs thereThethereisarelsareisais a
course markedmarkid out for us to walk
inn it is that strait and narrow
pathpath which leads back to the prisprespres
enceenee of god the lamp to light our
onward march is the holy ghost
whichilich vewe received onor after our
newnow birth if we falter and turn
aside our lamp viiiwill burn dim and
finally go outouts when lo10 the com
ortbrterthe source of revelation will

leavoeave us and darkness will take its
placeliaceilace thenthou how great will be that
darlarknesknessS in p portion to the
ight welye pospossessespossessedd will darkpeas

overpower usup and milessunless aii speedycedydv
repentance is made the darkness
will increase within qu untilunfit weya
ioseloseose sightbight of our calling and forget
bimHIMsim who redeemed ususandand claimed
us for hislifs own the Apiafiatieatle paulyhaulspu
inn his first epistle totp withothe corin-
thians says know ye not thhatat
ye are the temple of god andind tthata
he Spirit of god dwelleth in youy0U

iff advany ihianman defile the temple ofpf
godhod hlinhim shall god destroy follor thechefhehe
temple of0 god is holy tem-
ple ye are effig language islap ap-
plicable to us as rtday saints
and destruction must overtake us
which laIs as certain as it is that godrd
is a just being ifit we renderrenden our
seselvesves unworthy efof the calling and
name we bear by failing to perform
the duties upon us

in referring to thotha atsubjectaje bofof bap-
tism

3
as essential to salvsalvationatlon it

may be asked by some whatwhatlwouldy
become of those who heard not the
gospel andnd whoho Mdtherefore hadbad not
tthe ORPopportunitylipIRP aultyI1 afpfof beldbefog baptized
CclclaimingI1 in as we 0 wathauhat theatthe gospel
WASwa stakentaken from the i arth fatolatoin conse-
quence

S

of its being rejected when
proclaimed byjesuste inaand his apos-
tles sayiy ta iluch that gad
hashns templo arrfor all

his children both the ignorant and
the I1learnedearned those who have not
had tthelielle gospel beachedpreached bothemto them in
the flfleshesh will hearear it in the spirit
for aallailI1 must have the plan of salva-
tion presented to them for their ac-
ceptancecep tance or rejectionrecton before they
can become amenableam abieable to the law
for says paulbauix where there is

no law there is no transgression
to those who have not heard the
gospelpelrel in the flesh if they have
not already heard it preached in
the spirit they most assuredly will
and that too by men who have
previously preached it on the earth
whowh0 have died faithful servants
heythey will continue their labors in
hethe spirit world and those who re
eive the gospel from them will
live according to god

i in the
spirit and all who hear it will be
judged accordiaccordingng to men in the
flesh for ll11 says the apostle
peter for this cause was the gos-
pel preached also to them that aree
dead 1 reterpeter46I1 G whenI1I11 there-
fore the law Is rrevealedevbaled tto0 them
and they become instructed in itsit
thenhen will they be held responsible

iff they receive it their kindred or
friends who remain upon the earth
perhaps during the millennium
will act for them that lajlasis they will
be baptized for and in their behalf
for the remission of sins and be
confirmed members of the church
ofit jesusjesua chiistchrist in the same mman-
der

man-
ier

an-
ier

an-
derandenmanlenaaas that work is being done now
herethere being only one faith one

lord and one baptism which law
is eternal and unchangeable and
therefore it is applicable tto the
dead aaas the living inin all
ages and climesellmes and further no
living creature who has becombecomee
subject to sin and the power of
death in consequence of mortality3

can evade this law and be redeem-
ed for it is the door to the fold of
christ which fold cannot be enter-
ed only through the door boso
great and important laIs this labor
and BOso nnecessary for the salvation
of the human family both the
living and the dead thatthat as thathe
prophet joseph said it will occupy
the whole period of the mil

to consummate it
in connection with this work is that

spoken of concerning elijah the prophet
namefamelyv the turning of the hearts of the
hildrenchildren to the fathers and the hearts of

the fathers to the children which if not
done the whole earth will be smitten with
a ccuneecurse I1

the kingdom of god must be erected
upon the principles which christ has re- im- ire-
vealed

I1resealedled upupon the foundation ot1 eteleternaletellItruth ilsims himself being thelthe chief cor-
ner stone these holy andanu sublime prin-
ciples must be observed and honored in
ourur lives in order that we may obtain an
exaltation with the sanctified in the king-
dom of god

ththe beauty of tamethese principlesm Is they
are truenuerue and the satisfaction derived
from their adoptionadoptlonion is the knowledge
which we receive convincing us of this
factjact we have not believed a rautfautfa bietie neith-
er are we a cunningly devised
schemeecheme but we have been inducted into
the truth hhavinghigI g christ for our head
who is our forerunner our ggeatmt high
priestt andd king it is1 true there nrcarc
fewjew comparatively who acknowledge alle-
giance to him anand there are many of thesethew
chodowho do not apparently comprehend the
importance and binding character of their
covenants or allegiance this is greatly
to bobe regretted not that the loyal and
faithful subject will lose anything in con-
sequenceEe but because they who refrain
from exeexercising themselves in his cause
willtill sustain the loss a loss tooto which
they cannot edw estimaestimatetc it is indeed

that any should be indifferent
to this nilall important matter who Is there
of those that have been or now are asso-
ciated with this church who havehaye not felt
the power of the holy ghost and realized
in I1some measure the benebencbenefitsfitslIts of that spir-
it through the knowledgknowledgeige which itafirim-
parts

m
this question will meet 0allail1 1 0off us

those who turn away from the ttruthr th and
those who are and will remain indifferent
to the causecausel of zion as well as the faith-
ful when we shall appear befordbefore the bar
of Ggod totb render an amountaccount olourof our deeds
dondone in the flesh

the holy ghost is a personageper who acts
I1inn christs stead just gnage

beforeforefole the risen
redemerleft the earth he commaccommandedqed his
discipledisciples to tarry in thetha city of jerusalem
until they should babe endued witwithh power
froinfrom on high they did baridbarudaa and aagreeablygreegrecably
to promise the comforter camocame whilst
thythey wewerawere met togetherther filling
with unspeakable joy insomuch that they

lain tongues and prophesied and the
inspiring ifinfluencequeng qtf thIthis holy being ac-
companied a-cif
conicompanied hemthemt in all their mInIsterministerialls
duties enabling them to perform the great

tg which they tradhad been called by
tho SSaviosatio1 nr wewc aror infer ed that bon a
certain omaomsoccasionglobslob whilst engaged breachingpreaching
the gospel many who heardbeardd them were
convinceda ot01 tha divinity of their mission
and they crdedcried out saying men and
brethren what sshailallaila we 40do they were
no tatoldd io9 ccome66 to the anxiouslons seat to be
prayedra e for or to believe in jesus for they
alreadyr peltevedevea endand werewen conTIconvincedneed bitreterpeterr said1 wo them Rerepentperit and be
baptizedd every one of you in thothe name
otof jesus christ for the remission of albinsin
and ye shallshail receive theth gift of the holy
ahl thetha me ot1 the holy spirit 1

to lightenenlightenu ththotha mindsindinq of thetha leopla withith
regard to the things of god to convince

them at the timotime of their conversion of
their haringhating done the will of the father
and to be 1in them an abiding testimony as
a companion ththroughh ilfelifelife aacting as the
surebare and safecafe guide into all truth and fill-
ing them day by day with joy and clad
nesnesss with a disposition to do good to all
men to bummerbuffer wronwrong raratherther thanthin to do
wrong to beelkindindaildasiand inmercifulerel fulfui long suf-
fering

buf-
fering and charitable all who possess
this inestimable gift this pearl of great
price have a continual thirst a aftertier right
consnessnesB without thetho aid of the holy
spirit no mortal can walk in the straight
and narrow way being unable to discern
right from wrong the genuine from the
counconn terierbierfeltfeltfeit BOso nearly alike can ibay be
made to appear therefore it behooves
the latter day saints tto ilylivlitelive purepunee and up-
right 1in order that this spirspiritfurtt may abide
in themthein forfar it is only possessed on the
principle of righteousness I1 cannot re-
ceive it for you noror you for me every one
must stand for him or her self whether of
high or humble birth learned or unlearned
and it is the privilege of allrill alike to be
made partakerspartakers of it

I1 know that god lives and that heba has
rriedrevealedled himself I1 know that the holy
ghost has been upon the chil-
dren of menme and that the gopelgospel has bbeen
restored toll11the habitantsinhabitantsin of the earth in
its falnessfulfuinessners I1 know that the holy freestrnest
hood which is the power of god delegat-
edd to man has been restored to the earth
I1 do know that god has delldeildeliveredremd blhis peo-
pleP1 andd I1thatbat he will continue to deliver us
andd 1leadleaaiadead us on in hiahla own peculiarpecullar way
from conquering to conquer from victory
to victory until truthtroth and righteousness
gain the in this hisLIs earthcarob inas-
much as we remain true to him and to onee
another

the question may arise in the inmindsmindaands of
some how do you know these things

perhaps I1 can in part at least answer
the question by asking another ilowhow does
the child or youth immediately know
when hebe performs the ffirstirsirri t wicked act 0off
his life isa there not withinethl him a con-
sciousnessnesbness ott rlrightut andlnad this i- aIs
portion of didivinityaty which lights every one
who Is bom into the world which actacts as
a monitor tto ththe heart and sosoul and never
falls to imarimpress the mind with an unmis-
takable sensebense of right and wrong
thimethis samebameme spark of divinity this moni-

tor which speaks unmistakably to the uun-
derstanding

u
derstanding of thetho child disapprovingly
ofala wrong will speak iqin just as unmis-
takable languagelangua approvingly of good
and 1righteousIme faedeedsds therefore I1 know
what idI1 declarelreire to be true because my con-
science approves of my obeying the re-
quirementsquirementsemonts of the gospel this inward
monitor tetestifies to my spirit that in ren-
dering this obedobediencelelice I1 do nightrightwh and alvesgives
mme the 1seifselfselfsameI f samegame assurancessurance when I1 am in
tbthee discharge of anany otherothen duties whether
oMofficiatingelating in the capacity of an elder or
in the performanceperformanca of those duties which
as an individual I1 owe to society

Is this the only way no I1 know it by
the sleightalit of the eye by the hearlinheaninghearing of the
earcar andgn

anthby the feelingg ot0 the heartgart I1ngffknoww thattt mormonism0onum I1 Is true becauselecause
the fruits of it are pure and good the
fruitsrut ol01 oururceilreligion canbe seengeen andena heardd
and their influence canc bobe felt eortor I1in-
stance here is a brotherwho doesdocs not take
the name of the lord in vain he does not
steal nor lie not commit adultery neith
er would he bear false witness against hisbis
neighbor he honors his parents and seeksseeka
to do to others as he would wish to be
done by hebe babearsbearb the fruit efof the spirit
which he hasbaa received by virtue of his
obedienceto the gospel which 1is iovlovejoylovlovciejoyejovjoy
peace lonion goodnessgoodnessnees
faith meekness temlemtemperanceperance his influ-
ence is good and youyon know that he has
drunk at the pure fountain that hebe has
gatheredd his figs from the fig tree for
were it otherwise hisbis actions the fruits of
his life would be of an opposite nature
further this unmistakable assurance
which is derived through yielding obedi-
ence to and practising the principles of
eternal hicls continually being confirmed
as it were by line upon line and precept
upon precept through the revelations of
the holy spirit which is a continuous and
unfailing source of intelligence of joy and
happiness ddrawingrawinrawln g him who pospossessepossesses it
nearer unto god and will
him to appear likeilke unto his makermaken

it Is the fool who has said in his heart
there Is no god and it would indeed

be a weak and foolish mind thaithat would
mst without knowing beyond a
doubt the author and source of hisbis reli-
gioncongon when opportunitythe opportunity of ascertainascertaininglu9
thee ffactt 1Is extextendedded to hhimm

I1 know thetho fruits of my religion are
good they are flavored with the sweets otof
heatenheaven and they impart health and life to
the soul and I1 know that god the creator
of heatenheaven and earcarcarthasearththisis its author no
man reedseed wonder whether this be really
true or nolnot for all may know for them
selves all may partake of the fruit of the
vine andind eatcat anand live all may drink of ththe
ceternalte aI1 springd ag and drink and thirst forr
more hesethesehere things I1 declare to youyoayon the
bob true and faithful I1 have beebeen acc

hinted with them from my youth and
I1 havahaveave felt their influence from my child-
hood I1 have eenew the effect of their op

and I1 know whereof I1 speak I1
cannot denydeay these things neither can any
man who haghas eyerever known ththemm- aalthoughith0 h
hebe may apostatize from them exceptept gehe
deny himself and his god

the man whomho embraces whatwhal Is called
mormonism 11 but which Is really the

gospel of the son of god and lives ac-
cordingcordi to its precepts will never hoilo nornoi
steal tehe will not dishonor his parents nornoi
despise hisbis poorer brethren hahe will never
no neterer pkspeak against the lordlords anoint
ed nor babe ahmed to own his god to
whom he owes homage and gratitude nownoir
and forever hohe will neversever 10lo0 a dishonor-
able act nor fanfau tto aeknowledgeacknowledge god in all
thing eitherneither will he refuse to render I1lur

obedience to thathe revelations of gogod
which araatato tola himbimim I1 it 1I ttrue
ananan may err toin letlelent hebe may ixbe
wantingmuting la manmany tthings because of his

fallen nature but the eysystemtem of salvation
laIs perfect jesus the only begotten cfpf
thothe yatFatfatherlyheriaherjaln whom there wa nonc blemish
a itsita author hebe laits the standard to all the
world abdillandend will be forever he had power
to lay down hisMs life and take it uptip azainacain
landlaud if we keep inviolate the covenants of
the gosgospelel remaining falthfaithfaithfulfulfui and true to

tieliethe end we too inift name and through
hhis rredeemingd ming bloodbloo will hatehave power in
due time to resurrect thesethebe our bodies af-
ter they shallshail have been committed to the
earth
let us ithen my brethren andd bisterssisters beie

tallantvaliant foforr the truth maintaining our in-
tegrity to god and our brethbrethrenreilrell in all
meeknesss that we mymay at last come to
the knowledge of god and jesus christ
whomwhom he has sent whom to know Is life
eternal this lais my prayer in ohpthe name of
jebus amen

newnow yorktorl semiannualsemi annual confer-
ence

the semiannualsemi annual conference of
of thathe Newhewnewyorkyork conference of the
church of jesus christ of latter
day saints waswaa held october
1876 at americus hallhail grand
street williamsburg L I1L elder
NV C staines presidingdlugdiug

morning 1130
on the stand were elders budgarrudgar

cawson of salt lake Ccityty Sstoneto deydel
of newnow canaan conn bywater
and gullans of hlll1111mil-
ler and garrick ofbf hoboken

after the meeting was opened
Eeldereidermer butler dwelt with great stress
upon repentancegancefauce remiremissionsalon of sins
the gift of the holy ghost testi-
monies blessings and covenants 2

imimpressingessling upon us the necessity
of 1living nearer to our god every
day

elder W C staines said hebe
thoughtboughtt that it was the smallest
conference hebe had everevel seen and
hoped that we would not lack in
spiritiritfrit what we needed in numbernumberswehe cautioned the saints upon ren-
dering obedience to the counsels
given us by the priesthood hi
spoke very earnestly upon gather-
ing to zion speaking very stronglyy
to those who could go but would
not

president bywater trusted that
all who were present mould profit
by the salusaiusalutarytary advice given

afternoon 2
president staines requested the

secretary of the Conconferencefereneferencq to propr
sent the reports of the several
branches which were immediately
offered and accepted

president presented thetho
authorities of the church as pub-
lished in the NEWS which were
unanimously accepted

elder stone spoke length
I1upon the duties of the latter day
saints in building up the kingdom
of god not only by their prayprayerseibeis
batbybut by their means their talentalentsts
and their livlivesilvess

elder pi clawson dwelt upon the
foundation of our religion eiderelder
french upuponon the celestial
elder pullan upon emigrationlnigration el-
der miller upon the renewal of I1ilfelifeife
president bywater uponpon unity and
love and eldereider stalstaistainesnes upuponou the
order of enoch

president bywater moved that we
adjourne our conference till this
day six months carried

the conference held tillsthis beanbearyear
althoualthoughgli attended by but very fewnew
was in point of spirit the bestbast hiahijheldhla
her- for yearsyeats and all deemed
to partake of an uncommonunco feeling
0of buoyancy allt
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Poll licarlical aspect 1t 41i
editor deseret news8

permit me through thehe 61gicolumns61um
1

ri
of younyour widely circulated budhud val-
uable journaljournals to say a few words
respecting the present political
aspect of ouroui country the deniodemo-
crats from the best information
that 1I1 can gain have carried the
popular vote ortheot the nation by a veryvery
considerable majority but there
vlraare three electoral votes on the
republican side that may
ance thedemocratic vlotvictoryorys to wit
the army the navy and the treas-
ury who ever before beardheard of
the party inin powenpowerpowerpowen making budhsuch
an array of militarym slstrength at an
election as is now made by thothe
republican party it would seembeem
to say peaceably if we can forci-
bly if weire must an underlying
determinationdeterminations elthereither revolution
or usurpation to rob the people of
their just rignigrightsats under the plausi-
ble pretencepredencepretence of protecting rhemsthem
bbaubatut the eriderldd isI1 nnotot yeu iTheretsels
mainfainsomething moreinore to come A few
weeks ago I1 dreadreamedmedymeds onoone night


