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Mary (Hyrum’s' wife) was also admitted,
and manifested 'ecalmuess and cemposure
throughout the trying scene. '-Thé--dﬁitcpren of
the martyred Prophet and Patriarch were then
admitted to see the bodies, when the scene
beggared description, being perfectly heart-

rending.’ Relatives and particalar friends
were also permitted to visit them during the
evening. =

At seven next morning (29th) the bodies
were put into the coffins which were covered
with black velvet, fastened with brass nails.
Over the face of each corpse was a lid hung
with' brass hinges, under which was a square
of glass to protect the face, and the coffin was
lined with white cambric. The coffins were
then each put into a rongh pine box. |

At 8 a.m. The room was thrown open for
the Saints to view the bodies of their martyred
Prophet and Patriarch; and it is estimated
that over 10,000 persons visited the remains
that day, as there was a perfect living stream
of people entering in at the west door of the
Mangion and ont at the north door, from 8 a.m,
to 5 p.m., at which hour a request was made
that the Mansion should be cleared, so that
the families could take their farewell look at
the remuins.

The coffius were then taken out of the boxes
into the little bedroom in the north east eorner
of the Mansion, and there concealed and the
door locked. Bags of sand were then placed
in each end of the boxes, which were then
nailed up, and a mock funeral took place, the
boxes being put into a hearse and driven fo the
grave yard by William D. Huntington, and
there deposited in a grave with the usual cere-
monies, -

This was done to prevent the enemies of the
martyred Prophet and Patriarch getting pos-
session of the bodies; as they had threatened
they would do. As the hearse passed the
meeting ground, accompanied by a few men,
W. W. Phelps was preaching the funeral ser-
mon. i

About midnight the coffins containing the
bodies were taken from the Mansien by Dimick
B. Huntington, Edward Hunter, William D.
Huntington, William Marks, Jonathan H.
Holmes, Gilbert Goldsmith. Alpheus Cautler,
Lorenzo D. Wasson, and Philip B. Lewis, pre-
ceded by James Emimett as guard, with his
musket. |

They went through the garden, round by the
pump, and were conveyed to the Nauvoo House,
which was then built to the first joists of the
basement, and buried in the basement story.

After the bodies were interred, and the
ground smoothed off as it was before, and chips
of wood and stone and other rubbish thrown
over, 8o as to make it appear like the rest of
the ground around the graves, a most terrific
shower of rain, accompanied with thunder and
lightning oceurred and obliterated all traces of
the fact that the earth had been newly dug.

The bodies remained in the cellar of the
Nauvoo House, where they were buried, unti)
the fall, when thev were removed by Dimick
B. Huntington,” William D. Huntington. Jon-
athan H. Holmes and Gilbert -Goldsmith, at
Eimnma’s request; to near the Mangion and
buried side by side, and the Bee House then
wmoved and placed over their graves,

The deceased children of Joseph were after-
wards removed and interred in the same place.
it was found at this time that two of Hyrum?s
teeth bad fallen into the inside of his mouth,
supposed to bhave been done by a ball during
the martyrdom, but which was not discovered
at the time he was laid out, in consequence of
his jaws being tied up. |

Governor Ford is certainly a man who per-
formed mighty wonders; he not only compelied
two innocent man by yirtue of his-office as
Governor of Illinois, to go before two different
magistrates on the same charge, contrary to
the Constitution and laws of the State; to sur-
render themselves into the custody of a mob
magistrate, (not the one who issued the writ;)
go to prison under a military guard on an ille-
gal mittimus granted contrary to law, withont
any examination; putin a criminal cell with-
out having been examined for crime; brought
them ouf of prisoni contrary to law; thrust
them back again under the most solemn and
sacred pledges of his personal faith, and the

faith of the State, for their protection; guard- |

ed them with men whom be knew to: be treach-
erous, and to have resolved on the death of the
risoners, until they were murdered in ecold
*blood, and then professed to be *‘thunder-
struck.”? '
It is onr wish to do strict justice ito the
memory of this heroic Goverror, who in addi-
tion to the above named mighty achievements.,
‘on bis death bed bequeathed to the astounded
world a volume of 447 pares, entitled “History
of Tllinois fromd818 to 1847, epntaining 2 full
account of the rise, progress and fall of Mor-
‘monism,” from which we copy the follow-
ingi— - | -
“But the creat cause.of popular fury was,
that the Mormons at several preceding elee-
tions, had cast their vote as.a unit; thereby
making the fact apparent, that no one could
aspire to the honors or offices of the country
within the ‘gphere of their influenee, without
theirapprobation and votes. It appears.to be
one of the principles by which thev insist upon
being governed as a community, to aet as &
unitin all matters of zovernment and religion.
They ‘express themselves to be fearful that if
division’ should be encourazed. in polifies, it
would soon:extend to their religion, and rend
their church with sehism and into sects.
This serms to me fo be an unfortunate view

of the subject, and more unfortunate in prae- |

‘tice, as I'am well satisfied that it must be the
fruitful’ source ‘of excitement, violence, and
mobocracy; whilst it is pergisted in, . It is in-

deed unfortunate for their peace that they do
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dividual preferences or
other people.

rayed against them in deadly bhostility all
aspirants for office who were not,sure of ‘their
support, all who have been unsuccessful in
elections, and all who were too proud to court
their influence, with all their friends and con-
nections.

These also were the active men in blowing
np the fury of the people, in hopes that a popu-
lar movement might be set on foot, which
would result in the expulsion or extermination
of the Mormon veters. For this purpose,
public meetings had been called; inflammatory
speeches had been made; exaggerated reports

had been appuinted, who rode night and day
to E-'Erfﬂ.d the reports, and solicit the aid of
neighboring counties. .

And at a public meeting at Warsaw, resolu-
tions were passed to expel or exterminate the
Mormon population. This was not, however,
a movement which was unanimously concur-
red in.  The county contained a goodly num-
ber of inhabitants in favor of peace, or who at
least desired to be neutral in such a contest.
These were stigmatized by the name of *Juck
Mormons,” and there were not a few of the
more furious exciters of the people who openly
expressed their intention to involve them in the
coinmon expulsion or extermination.

A system of excitement and agitation was
artfully planned and executed with tact, It

the most fearful character. 1

As examples:—On the morning before my
arrival at Carthage, I was awakened at 'an
early hour by the frightful report, which was
asserted with confidence and apparent conater-
nation, that the Mormons had already com-
menced the work of burning, destruetion, and
murder; and that every man capable of bear-
ing arms was instantly wanted at Carthage, for
the protection of the country. We lost no
time in starting; but when we arrived at Car-
thage, we could hear no more concerning this
story. 1y |

Again: during the few days that the militia
were encamped at Carthage, frequent applica-
tions were made to me to send a force here and
a force there, and a force all about the country,
to prevent murders, robberies, and larcenies,
which, it was said, were threatened by the
Mormons.,  No such forces were sent; nor
were any such offences committed at that time,
except the stealing of some provisions, and
there was never the least proof that this was
done by a Mormon. | -

Again: on my late visit to Hancock county,
I was iuformed by some of their violent ene-
mies, that the larcenies of the Mormons had
become unusually numerous and insufferable.
Theyindeed admitted that but little had beep
done in thip way in their immediate vicinity.
But they insisted that sixteen horses had been
stolen by the Mormons in one night, near Lima,
in the county of Adams. P

At the close of the expedition, I called at
this same town of Lima, and upon inquiry was
told that no horses had been stolen in that
neighborhood, but that sixteen horses had been
stolen in one night in Hancock county. This
last informant being told of the Hancock story,
again changed the venue to another distant
seftlement in the northern edge of Adams.

As my object in visiting Hancock was ex-
pressly to assist in the execution of the laws,
and not to violate them, or to witness or per-
mit their violation, as I was convinced that
the Mormon leaders had committed a erime in
the destruction of the press, and had resisted
the execution of proeess, I determined to exerf
the whole force of the Slate, if necessary, to
bring them to justice.

But geeing the great excitement in the public
mind, and the manifest tendency of this excite-
ment to run into mobocraey, 1 wag of opinion,
that before I acted, I'ought to obtain a pledge
from the ofiicers and men’to suppert me in
strictly legal measures, and to protect the pris-
oners in case they surréndered.  For I was de-
termined, if possible, that the forms of law
should not ke made the catspaw of a mob, to
seduce these people to a quiet surrender, as the
convenient victims of popular fury,

I therefore called tozether the whole foree
then assembled at Carthage, and made an ad-
dress, ‘explaining to them what I could, and
what I could not, legally dos and also adducing

the Mormons should submit to the laws; and
why, if they had resolyed upon revolutionary
proceedings, thelp, purpose should be aban-
doned.

The assembled troeps seemed much pleased
with the address; and npon its conclusion the
officers and men unanimously voted, with ac-
clamation, to suatain.me in a strictly legal
course, and that the prisoners should be pro-
tected from viclence. |

Warsaw, DMceDonough, and Schuyler, similar
,addreamrs were.made, with the same result.

It seemed to me that these votes fully an-
thorized me to promise the accused Mormons
the protection of the law in case they surren-
dered,

They weére accordingly duly informed that
if they surrendered they would -be protected,
and if they did not, the whole force of the State
would be called out, if neceéssiry, to'compel
their submission, A force of ten men was
despatched with the constable to make the ar-
resta and to guard the prigoners to head quar-
fers.. 1 | '

al of the Nauvoo Legion, had declared martial
law in the citys; the Legion was assembled,

siding in the country were ordered into town.

Vot divide in elections, according to their in- | The Mormon settlements obeyed the summons
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Pulﬂ;ical principles, lik_-f_ﬁ.

¥

This one principle and practice of theirs ar-|giarded and watched; and noingress or egress

had been extensively circulated; committees |

consisted in spreading reports and rumors of

to them wvarious reasons why they as well as|

Upon the arrival of additional forces from |

In .tha'meantimn, Jué Smith, as _Liéut. Gener-.

and ordered under arms; the members of it re-

ﬂt_’_-'thé':_ir Igéa"dé:r, and marched tohis albaiatahi:e.
Nauvoo was one great military cawp, strictly

was allowed, except upon the strictest exam-
ination,

In one instance, which came to my know-
ledge, a citizen of McDonough, who happened
‘to be in the city, was denied the privilege of
returning, until he made oath that he did not
belong to the party at Carthage, that he would
return home without calling at Carthage, and
that he would give no information of the move-
ment of the Morinons. | |

However, upon the arrival of the constable
and guard, the mayor and cemmon council at
once signified their willingress to surrender,
and stated their readinegs to proceed to Car-
thage next morning at eight o’clock, Martial
law had previously been abolished.

The hour of eight o’clock came, and the ac-
cused failed to make their appearauce. The
constable and his escort returned. The con-
stable made no effort to arrest any of them,
nor would he or the guard delay their depar-
ture one minute beyond the time, to see whe-
ther an arrest conld be made.

Upon their return they reported that fhey
had been iinformed that the accused had {fled
'and could not be found. )

I immediately proposed to a council of offi-
cers to march into Nauvoo with the small force
then under my command, but the officers were
of opinion that it was too small, and many of
;hem ingisted upon a further call of the mi-

1tia.

Upon reflection, I was of opinion that the
officers were right in the estimate of our force,
and the E;nject for immediate action was
abandoned.

I was soon informed, however, of the con-
duct of the constable and guard, and then I
was perfectly satisfied that a most base fraud
had been attempted; that, in fact, it was fear-
ed that the Mormons would submit. and there-
by entitle themselves to the protection of the
law,

It was very apparent that many of the bust-
ling active spirits were afraid that there would
be no occasion for calling out an overwhe!ming
militia force, for marching it into Nauvoo. for
probable mutiny when there, and for the exter-
mination of the Mormon race. It appeared
that the constable and the escort were fully in

mote the conspiracy.

Seeing this to be the state of the case, I de-
layed any further call of the militia, to give
the accused another opportunity to surrender;
for indeed I was most anxious to avoid a gen-
eral call for the militia at that critical season
of the year., napE

The whole spring sfason preceeding had
been unusually wet. No ploughing of corn
had been done, and but very little planting.
The season hacfjuﬂt changed tobe suitable for
ploughing. The crops which had been planted,
were universally suffering; and the loss of two
weeks, or even of one, at that time, was likely
to prnéuce a general famine all over the coun-
try. _
The wheat harvest was also spproaching;
and if we got intoa war, there was no foresee-
ing when it would end, or when the militia
could safely be discharged.

In addition to these considerations, all the
grist mills in all that gection of the countr
had been swept away, or digabled, by the higg
waters, leaving the inbabitants almaost without
meal or flour, and making it impossible then to’
procure provisions by impressment or other-
wise, for the sustenance of any ¢ousiderable
force. ¥

This was the time of the high waters; of
astonishing floods in all the rivers and creeks
in the western country,.. The Migsissippi river
at 8t, Louis, was several feet higher than it

—

the secret, and acted well:their part to pro- |
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All the rivers and streams in Illinois were as
high, and did as much damage in proportion to
their length and the extent of their bottoms, as
the Mississippi. = . . .

This great flood destroyed the last hope of
getting provisious at home; and I was totaly
without funds belonging to the- State, with
which to purchase at more distant markets,
and there was a certainty that such purchases
could not have been made on credit abroad.

war, if it conld be avoided, _

~In the meantime, I mwade a requisition npon
the officers of the' Nauvoo Legion for the State
arms in their possession. It appearsthat there
was no evidence in the quartermasier-general’s
office of. the number and description of arung
with which the Legion had been farnished.

Dr. Bennett, after he bad been appointed
quartermaster-general, had joined the Mos-
wons, and had disposed of the public aring as
he pleased, without keeping or giving any ac-
count of them. |

On this subject I applied to Gen. Wilson
' Law for information. He had lately been the
Major General of the Legion. He had seceded
froin the Mormon party; was oné of the own-
ers ol the proscribed press; had left the city,
E as he said, in fear of his life; and was one of
jth.e party asking for justice against its consti-
tuted authorities.. He wag interested to exag-
gerate the number of arms, rather than to place
it at too low an estimate.

From his information I learned that the Le.
gion had received three pieces of cannon and
about two bundred and fifty stand of small
arms and their accoutrements. . Of these, the
three pieces of cannon and two hundred and
twenty stand of small arms were surrendered.
These arms were démanded, beeause the Le-
gion was illegally used in the destruction of
the press, and in enforcing martial law in the
city, in open resistance to legal proeess and
the posse comitatlus,

I demanded the surrender also, on account
of ‘the great prejudice and excitement whieh
the possession ot these arms by the Mormons
hiad alieady kindled in the minds of the peo-
ple. - i,

A large portion of the people, by pure misre-
presentation, had been made to believe that the
Legion had received of the State, as many as
thirty pieces of artillery and five or six thou-
sand stand of small arms, which, in all proba-
bility, would soon be wielded for the conguest
of the country; and for their subjection to Mor-
mon domination,

I was of opinion that the removal of thess
arms would tend much to allay this excitemens
and prejudice; and’ in point of fact, although
wearing a severe aspect, would be an act of
real kindvess to the Mormons themselves.

On the 23rd or 24th day of June, Joe Smith,
the Mayor of Nauvoo, together with his bro-
ther Hyrum, and al! the members of the Coun-
cil, and all' others demanded, came into Car-
thage and surrendered themselves prisoners to
the constable, on the charge of riot.

They all voluntarily entered into a recogniz-
ance before the justice of the peacey for their
appearance -at court fo answer:.the. charge,
And'all of them were discharged from eusiody,
except Joe' and Hyrum Smith, against whomn
the magistrate had issned a new writ, on a
complaint of treason. They were immediately
arrested by the constable on this chargé, and
retained in bis'cusiody to answer it,

The overt act of treason charged againss
them consisted in the alleged levyingzof war
against the State by declaring martidl law in
Nauvoo, and in ordering out the lesion to re-
sist the posse comitaius. Their actual guilti-
ness of the charge would depend upon €ircum-
gtances. i '

If their opponents -had been seeking to put
the taw in force in good fdith, and nothing

was ever known before; it was up into the se-
cond stories of the warchouses on Water street; |
the steamboats ran up to these warehouses, |
and could scameely receive their .passengers
from the second stories; the whole American
bottom was overflowed from eiglit to twenty
feet deep, and steamboats freely ecrossed the
bottom along the road frem St, Louis tothe
opposite bluffsin Illinois; houses and. fences
and stock of all kinds were swept away, the
ficlds near the river, after the water subsided,
being covered with sand from a foot to three
feet deep; which was generally thrown into
ridges, and wasned into gullies, 80 as to spoil
the land forenltivation. |
i'amiiies had great diffienlty in making their
|escape. Through the active exertions of M.
Pratt, the mayor of 8t. Louis, steamboats were
sent in every -direction to their relief. The
boats fourid many of the families on. {he tops
of their houses just ready to be floated away,
‘he inhabitants of the bottom lost nearly all
their personal property, A large number of |
them were taken to St. Louis in a state of en-
tire destitution, ‘and their necessilies were
supplied by the contributions of the charitable
| of that city. A larger number were foreed out

and were suppiied with provisions by, the
neighboring whabitants. - <t
This freshet nearly ruined the ancient village
nf Kaskaskia. The ishabitants were driven
away.and scattered, many of them neverto
| return. | - |
For many years before this flood, there had
been a flourishing institution a%t Kaskaskia,
under the direction of an order of nuns of the
Catholie Church. They had erected an exten-
sive bullding, which was surrounded and filled
by the waters to the second story. But they

were all safely taken away, pupiis and all, by

and which ran directly up to the buiiding and
received its inmates from the second story.

on to the Illinois blus, where they encamped, |

a steamboat which was sent to their relief, |

more, then an array of a military foree in open
resistance to the posse comitutus and the mili-
tia of the State, most probably would have
amounted to treasen.. .. &

But if those opponents merely intended to
‘use the process of the law, the milifia of the
State, and the posse comitatus, as cats’ paws
to compass the possessions of their persons for
the purpose.of muardering them afterwards, as
the sequel demonstrated the tact tobeyit mighs
well be doubted whether they were guilty of
treason. |

Soon' after the surrender of the Smiths, at
their request I despatched: Captain Singleton
with his company from Brown<county to ' Nau-
vooy to guard the town; and’ I autherized him
to take command of ‘the Legion. He reported
to me afterwards, taat he called out the Le-
gion for inspection, and that upon two hours’
notice two thousaud of them assembled, all of
them armedyand this aftersthe public arms
‘had been taken away from them. So it appears
that they had a sufficiengy of private arms for
any reasonable purpose. MY

After the ‘Smiths had been arrested on the
new charge of treason, the justice of the peace
postponed the examination, becauge neither of
the parties were prepared with their witnesses
for trial. ¥n the meantime, he committed them
to the jail of the county for greater seearity.

1o all this matter the justice of the peace
and constable, though humble in office; were
acting in @ high and independent capacity, far
bevond ‘any legal power inme to control. I
conaidered that the executive power could only
be catled in to amsist, dnd not to. dictate or
control their action; that in the humble sphere
of their duties they were as independent, anl
clothed with as high authority by the law, as
the execntive department; and'that my pro-
vince was simply to aid them with theforee of
the State, . ' 2 |

It is true, that so far as I could prevail on
them by advice, I endeavored to''do so. The
prisoners were not in military custody, or pris-

This school was now transferred to St. Louis,
where it yet remains, i

oners of warj ‘and I could no more legally con-

' For these reasons I was desitous of avoiding a.




