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mary iwas
mal als0 admitted

and manifested fcalmaim riess andnd composureom
throughout the tryltryingh lieneicenescene th illyal 1ren of
the martyredinmarty red prophet and patriarch were then
admitted to see the bodies when the scene
Vebeggaredgared description being perfectly heart-
rendingreng relatives andalid particular friendsfriends
wereweid also permitted to visit them during the
evening I1

at seven hextnext rborningmorning the bodies
into the coffins whichch were covered

black velvet fafastened with brass nails
over the face of each corpse wabwaswasaa llajiaid hunobung
withwitha brass hingesbinges under which waswad a square
of glass to protect the face and the commincoffin was
lined with white cambric the coffins were
then each put into a rough pine box

i at 8 am the room was thrown open for
the saints to view the bodies of their martyredmarty red
prophet and patriarch and it is estimated
thajhatover persons visited the remains
that day as there was a perfect livinliving stream
of people entering in at the west door of the
mansion and out at the north door from 8 am
to 5 pm at which hour a request was made
that the mansion should be cleared so that
the ffamiliesarniaini liesfies could take their farewell look at
the remremainslainsleins

thethathe coffins were then taken ouiout of the boxes
into ththe little bedroom in the north east corner
of the mansion and there concealed and the
door locked bags11 of sand were then placed
in each end of the boxes which were then
nailed up andadd a mock funeral took place the
boxes being put into a hearse and driven to the
grave yard by william D huntington and
there deposited in a grave with the usual cere-
monies
1t this was done to prevent the enemies of the
martyredmartyred prophet and patriarch getting pos-

session of the bodies as they hadbad threthreatenedatene
they would do As the hearse passpassededthethe
meeting ground accompanied by a few men
W W phelps was preaching the funeral ser-
mon I1 il11
c about midnightinid night the coffins contacontaininghaing the
bodies were taken from the mansion by dimick
B huntington edward hunter william D
huntington william marks jonathan H
holmes gilbertclivert goldsmith alpheus cutler
lorenzodorenzo D wasson and philip B lewis pre
ceded by james emmett asis guard withgith his
musket I1 I1

they went through the garden round by the
pump atandaldd were conveyed to the nauvoo house
which was then built to tbthethae first foistsjoists of the
bakbaibasementement and buried in the basement story

afteratter the bodies were interred and the
ground smoothed off as it was before and chips
of wood and stone and other rubbish thrown
over so as to make it appear like the rest of
the ground around the graves a most terrific
shower cfof rain accompanied with thunthunderdetdex and
lightning becuoccurred and obliterated all traces of
the fact that the earth had been newly dug

the boliesbodies remained in the cellar of the
nauvoo house where theychev were buried until
the fall when theirthey were removed by dimickjimick
B huntington william D huntington jon-
athan 11 holmes aridand gilbert goldsmith at
emmas request to near the mansion and
buried side by side and the beeilee house then
moved and placed over their graves

theethe deceased children of joseph were afafter-
wards

ter
removed andd interred in the same place

it viasivaswas found at this time that two of hyrams
teeth had fallen into the inside of his mouthanmuth
supposed tolo have been done by a ball during
the martyrdom but which was not discovered
at the time helie was laid out in consequence of
hisbis jaws being tied uptip

governor ford is certainly a man who per-
formed mighty wondersconderewon dersdere he not only compelled
two innocent man by virtue of bis office as
Gggovernorvernorvelnor otof illinois to go before two different
magistrates on the same charge contrary to
the constitutionn and laws of the statestaff to sur-
render themselves into the custody of a mob
magistrate not the one who issued the writ
go to prison under a military guard on an ille-
gal granted contrary to law witwithoutholit
any examination putiriput in a criminal cell with-
out having been examined for crime brought
them out of prison i contrary to law thrust
them backbank again under the most solemn and
sacred pledges of his personal faith and the
faith of the state for their protection guard-
ed them with men whom he knew to be reach
erous andnd to have resolved on the death of the
prisonersprisomers until they were murdered in cold
bloodlood and then professed to be thunder
struckBtruck

it is our wish to do strict justice ito the
memory of this heroic Govgovernorerror who in addi-
tion to the above named mighty achievements
on hihis death bed bequeathed to the astounded
world a volume of pages entitled history
ofot illinois from 1818 to 1847 a full
account of the rise progress and fall of mor
zionismmonism from which weive copy the follow-
ing

but the great cause of popular fury was
that the mormonscormons at several preceding elec-
tionseionsshadhad cast their vote as a juniacanitunit thereby
making the fact apparent that no one could
aspire to theth honors or offices of the country
within the sphere of their influence without
their approbation and votes it appear sutoEuto be
one of lesbysesbyby which they insist upon
baugbewbeug governed as a community to act as a
wat in all matters of government aridand religion
they express themselves to be fearful that if
divis ionnlonN should be encouraged in politicspolities it
would idonsoon extend to their x rend
their church with schismsexism and into acts

this seems tofo me to be an unfortunate yiew
of0 the subject dmoreanddoreanand more unfortunate iain
tickniceasas I1 am wellweil satisfied that it musac be the
fruitful source 00o excitement violence and

4 whilst it is persisted inuosin it is in
deed unfortunate fortor their peace thatthab

ariot divide in elections according to tairtheir in

preferences or politicalcaical principles ekelae
other people M

this one principle and practice of theirs ar 4

rayed against them in deadly hostility all
aspirants fforor office who were notnotsuresure of their
support all who have been unsuccessful in
electionselectionsandand all who were too proud rocourtto court
their influence with all their friendsdds andanaconcon
sections

these also were the active men in blowing
upnil the fury of the people thathatt a poppopu-
lar movement mimightlit bej eitonpiton foot hiiwhichich
would result in the expulsion or exterminationld
of the mormon voters for this purpose
public meetings hadbad been called inflammatory
speeches had been made exaggerated reports
had been extensiveextensivelyy circulated committees
had been appointed who rode night and day
to spread the reports and solicit the aid of
neighboring counties

and at a public meeting at warsaw resolu-
tions were passed to expel or exterminate the
mormon population this was not however
a movement which wapwas unanimously concur-
red in the county contained a goodly num-
ber of inhabitants jn favor of peace or who at
least desired to be neutral in such a contest
these were stigmatized by the name of jack
cormonsmormonsMor mons 9 antandani there were not a few of the
more furious excitersexciters of the people who openly
expressedex their intention to involve them in the
common expulsion or extermination

A system of excitement and agitation was
artfully planned and executed with tact itt
consisted in spreading reports and rumorss of
the most fearful character 1

As examples on the morning before my
arrival at carthage I1 was awakened at an
early hour by the frightful report which was
asserted with confidence and apparent conster-
nation that the had already com-
menced the work of burning destruction aridand
murdermilr der andarid that every man capable of bear
inng arms was instantly wanted at carthage for
tigehe protection of the country we lost no
timepimeime in starting but when we arrived at car-
thage we could hear no more concerning

C this
story I1 i

again during the ffew days that the militiaa
were encamped at carthage frequent applica-
tions were made to me tp send a forcelorce here and
a force there and a force all about the country
to prevent murders robberies and larcenieslarce nies
which it waswaa said werenvere threatened by the
mormonscormonsMormons no such forces were sent nor
were any such offences committed at that time
except the stealing off some provisions and
there was never the least proof that this was
done by a mormon

again on my late visit to hancockhancoch county
I1 was informed by some of their violent ene-
mies that the larcenieslarcenies of the mormonscormons had
become unusually numerous amiand insufferable
they indeed admitted that but little hadbad beenbeep
done in this way in their immediate vicinity
but they insisted thathat sixteen horses had been
stolen by the mormonscormons in one nightnightwearnear lima
in the county of adams 1 I

at the close of the expedition I1 called at
this same town of lima and upon inquiry was
told that no horses had been stolen in that
neighborhood but that sixteen horses had been
stefn in night in hancock county this
last informinformantalltalit being told of the ilanllauhancockcock story
again changed the venue to another distant

iiip the horbornorthernthern edge of adams
As my object in visiting hancock was ex-

pressly to assist irin the execution of the laws
and not to violate themarthem orDr to witness or per
mit their violation aaas I1 was convinced that
the mormon leaders had committed a rrimeprime inin
the destruction of the press and had resisted
the execution ofdof process I1 determined to exertaxer
the whowholeleforceforce of the state if necessary to 1

brbringin them to justice
but seeing the great excitement in the public

mind andeeand the hanifmanifestest denAentendencydency of this excite-
ment to run into I1 waswag of opinion
that before I1 acted I1 ought to obtain a pledge
from the officers and mento sipsupportport rneme inn
strictly legal measures and to protect the pris-
oners in case they surrendered for I1 was de-
terminedtermined iff possible

1
that the forms of lawlair

should not be made thethahe of a mob to
seduce these people to a4 quiet sursurrenderronder as the
convenient victims of popular fury

I1 therefore called together the whowholeleforceforce
then assembled at carthage and made an ad-
dress explaining to them what I1 could and
what I1 could not legally doanddo and also adducing
to them various reasons why they as wellweil aas
the mormonscormons should submit to the laws andarid
why if they badbod xesolVed upon revolutionary

zedmedproceedingsroce edings thestha purposes54 should be aban-
doned

the assembled troops seemed much pleased
with the address conclusion the
officers andarid unanimouslymen voted with ac-
clamationclamation totd attain gatgagrnetae baadaablain a strictly legal
course and thatthatthaatthedha prisonerssondra should be pro-
tected from vioviolencelehoe

upon the arrival of additional forces from
warsaw McDonougmcdonoughli and schuyler similar
addressesdd werewem mademad with the same result

it seemed to me that these votes follyfully au-
thorizedzed mome to promise the accused cormonsmormons
the protection of the law incasein casscaas they surren-
dered I1 I1

thaytha were accordinglyaccordinoy duly informed that
if they surrendered they would bebo protected
and if they did not the hojeholebole force of the statetate
would be called octifout if necerecenecessarysiry compelto
their submission A forcefonce of tenitep men was

with the constable to make the ar-
rests and to guard the prisoners to headbead quar-
ters 1

in the meantime joe smith as gener-
alA odtheof the nauvoo legion had declared martimartialilijil
law in the city the legion wabwas assembled
and ordered under armsarmo the memberbof it re-
siding in the countrycouritry were ordered into town
the mormon settlements obeyed the summons

laadeleader
4

to his assistance
I1nauvoo was 0oneohee grcreatgreatzat jal s
9 aar ed and no ingress ororegagiasress
was allowed except upon the strictest exam-
inationioaloa tion

in one instance which came to my know-
ledge a citizen of mcdonough who happened
to be inthein the city was dendeniedleaiea me privilege of
returning until he made oath that he did not
belong to the party at carthage that he would
return home without calling at Cartcarthagehagebage and
that hebe MUM give no information of the move-
ment of the mormonscormonsMormons i e

however upon the arrival of the constconstableblip
and guard the mayor and common council at
once signified their willingwillingness to sursurrendersurrenarendredd er
and stated their readiness to proceed to car-
thage next morning at eight martial
law had previously been abolished

the hour of eight came and the ac-
cused failed to make their appearance the
constable and his escort returned the con-
stable made no effort to arrest any of them
nor would he or the guard delay their depar-
ture one minute beyond the time to see ahewhe-
ther an arrest could be made I1

upon their return they reported that they
had been informed that the accused hadbad fled
and couldcoula not be found

I1 immediately proposed to a council of off-
icers to march into nauvoo with the small force
then under my comcommandnandmand but the officeofficersrs were
of opinion that it was too small and many of
them insisted upon a ffurther pall of the mi-
litia

upon reflection I1 was of opinion that the
officers wereivere right inin ththe estiestlestimatenate of our force
and the project for limimmediate action was
abandoned

I1 was soon informed however of the con-
duct of the constable and guard and then I1
was perfectly satisfied that a most base fraud
had been attempted that in fact it was fear-
ed that the mormonscormons would submit and there-
by entitle themselves to the croteeprotectiontion oidf the
law

it waswaa eryverycry apparent that many of the bust-
lingin activeadgive spirits were afraid that there would
be no occasion for calling out an overwhelming
militia forcefarce ffororinmarchingarching it into nauvoo for
probable mutiny when there and cpr the exter-
minationminami fionilon of the mormon race jjjt appeared
that the constable and thapthepthe escortscort were jullytully in
the secret and acted wewellweil11ll kheir part to pro-
mote the conspiracy 1

seeing thistina to beve thehe state of ththe case I1 de-
layeddansdanyanyans further callball of the milfmilitiabiatia to give
the accused anotheranether opportunity to surrender
for indeed 1I was most anxious to avoldavoid a gen-
eral call for the militia at that critical season
of the yearsearear

the whole spring season preceproceedingeding hadbad
been unusually wetivet no ploughingsloughinghing of corn
badad been done and but very little planting
the season had just chadchanchangeded to be suitable forfir
ploughingsloughinghingbing the crops which had beenbeer planted
were universally suffering aridand the cosoflogs two
waeko or even of one at that time was likely
to produceproduce a general famine all overov er the coun-
try

the wheat harvest was also approaching
and if wew e got intoinfo a warw ar there was no fforesee-
ing

aresee
an when it would endiidlid or the militia
couldld safely be discharged

in addition to these considerations all the
rast mills in all that section of the doutboutcountrytrfrastiristnaddadad beenbien swept aplyaway or disabled by the higihighhigh

waters leaving thethee inhabitants aheafialmostostoat without
eaimealeal arr flour andarid making it impossible then to
procure proprovisionsvisions by imbres metment or other-
wise foifor the sustenance of any considerable
forceforee

this wasiras the time of the high waters of
astonishing floods in all the rivers and creeks
in the wewesterntern country the mississippi river
at st louis was several feet higher than it
wawas ever known before itjt was up into the se-
cond storiesatones of the ivarebouseshouses on water streelstreetej
illethe steamboats ran up to these warehouses
and could scarscarcelygely receivereceive their passengers
fromflom the secondsecona storiesstones the whole american
bottom was overflowed from eight to twenty
feet deep and steamboats freely crossed the
bottom along the road ficaifrom st louis to the
opposite bluffsbluffis in illinois iioilohousesliu uses and fences
and stock of all kirckirkkladakinds were swept away the
fields hearnearnear the river auror the vater subsided
being covered with sand from a foot to three
feet deep whichcilcli was generally thrown into
ridgesridged aridand washed into gullies so as to spoil
the land for cultivation

Fifamiliesmilies hadblaA ad great difficulty in making their
scopeescape through thehe active exertions of mr
pratt the major of st elquislquis steamboats wereware
brink in every direction to their relief the
boats found many ofor the families onfin the topstope
of their housesbouses justjuA ready to be floated aaway

the inhabitants of thethem bottom lost nearly all
their personal property A large nunernumber of
them werew ere taken to st louis in a state of en-
tire and their lecessi ties 1werevere
supplied by the contribution of charitablethe
oiof that city A birger nuralnumber w ere forced olitoutgut
on to the illinois bluffs whereij her they eucatocaencampede
and wera supplied withwilb provisionsprovisprovia ons byb theJhe
neighborly iin habitantsinhabitants i

this fffreshet nearly ruined the ancientardent village
of kaskalla the inhabitants vere dirven

i
away and scattered mapymany of thethemhi never to
return

for many years before this flood there hadbad
been a flourishing institution at kaskaskiaKaska skiaakia
under the directiondirectlyn otof inan order orof nuisnurs otof the
catholic church they had erected an eitenexten-
sive building which was surrounded and filled
by the waters to the second storystor but they

almilmwereere all aasarelfelyfeiy taken away pupils and all by
a steamboat was sent to theirweir reliefreller
and which ran directly up to the building and

I1 received its inmatesicmates from the second torystory
this school was now transferredtransierlda loulslouis
where it Yyetet remains i ci

ft i

all thelielleile rivers and streams inin illinois were as
high and tid as much proportion to
theirtheilr lehekenga andnd ifthyie emeeneextentnt orf bottoms as
the mississippialiss sippi

this great flood destroyed the last hop of
getting provisions at home and I1 was totally
without funds belonging to ihothetha state with
which to purchase at more distant ijnarmarketsets
and there was a certainty that such purchases
could not have been made on credit abroad
for these reasonsr

1 asins I1 was desirousdesir0ug off biddingavaidi aia
war if itcditcit conrdconid be avoavoidediddaidea

I1 inili ibehe rilillmemeliameXaulihme I1 made Va 11

tilethe officers orof the damoo lesionlegion for the state
armsarmsilisiriin their possession it appears that there
was no evidence inin the quarequarterm aster
office of tilethe number and description of arms
with whichabich the legion had been furnished

dr afteratter hebe hadbad been appointed
quartermasterqua asteragengeneralera had joined thitoee moinoimoa
mons and had disposed of tilethe public afasarms as
liehe pleased without keeping or giving any ac-
count of them s

on this subject I1 applied ditgentogelfgeif filgonilian
law for information liehe had lately leenbeenicen the
major general of the legion he
from the mormon party vaswas oneob of theoan
ersera of the proscribed press had left the city
as hebe saidsald in fear 0ot his lifefile andard was onesone of
the party asking for justice against its consti-
tuted authorities liehe was interested to exahexarexag-
gerateeerazera te the number of arms rather than to place
it at too low an estimate

eromfrom hishid information I1 learned ththatatthethe le
gion hadbad received three pieces of cannon and
about two hundred and fifty stand of small
armiarms and theirthair accoutrements otof thee the
three pieces of cachoucannoncannou and two hundred and
twenty stand of small arms were surrendered
these arms wereacre demanded because the le
eionalon was illegally

Vused lirliyin the distdestructionruction of
the press and inin enforcing martial law in tile
citycit in open resistance to legal process and
thetheptheyposseosse comitatus

I1 demanded the surrender also anon account
of the great prejudice and excitement which
the possession otof these arms by the mormonscormons
had already kindled in the minds of the
pie 1

A large portion of the people by pure misre-
presentation had been made to believe thatmat the
legion had received of the state aaas many AS
thirty piecesplaces of artillery andaind hivefivehii e or six thou-
sand stand of small arms which inin allail proba-
bility would soon be wielded for the conquest
of the country and for their subjection to mor-
mon domination 1 I

I1 was of opinion that the removal of shesothebo
arms would tend much to allay this excitement
and prejudice andaid inin ofbf fact although
wearing a severe aspect iiwouldouid be abtaft act of
realxeal kindkinakindnessnebsnees to the mormonscormonscormons rhems ives ts4 ion tilethe doror day otof june joeJod smith
the mayor of Natunauvookoo together 11hulthnithithlih bilbrohis bro-
ther hyrum aridand all the members ofaf the coun-
cil and all others demanded came into car-
thage and surrendered themselves prisoners to
tilethe constable on the charge ofdf notriot

they all voluntavoluntarilyillyTily entered into recogniz-
ance beforee the jusius the peacedeacf for their
appearance at court to answeransiver charge
anhAfianddallofallali of them were Il
except joe and hyrum smith against whomw hormhorn
the magistratema istrate had issued writ on a
complaint of treason they kwerere immediately
arrested by the constable on this charge anuandand
retained inin his custodycus ody toan M it

the overt act of treason echargedtredered againsta ainest
them consisted inin the alleged levyingArIngroftot war
against the state by declaring martial lawaw ini

nauvoo and inin ordering out the fegionlegiontoto re-
sist the posse comitatustatustutus their actual guilti-
ness of the charge would depend upon elcircum-
stances

fram
i

if their opponents had been seeking totd put
the law in forcetorce in godgood faithfalth and nothing
more then an arrayarlay oplaofa military force in openopell
resistance to the comitatus andana the kinli
tia of the state
amounted to treason t i

but itif those opponents rnmerely intended to
use the process of the lawlair the militia ofodthethe
state and the posse connicosit tatus as cats pawpaws a
to compass tbthee possessionof their personapersons for
the purpose of murdering them afterwards as
the sequel demonstrated the tactfact tobe it might
well be doubted whether they were guilty of
treason j r

soon after the surrender of the smiths at
their request I1 captain singletonetoll
with his company 1fromrom brownbrowa county
booy to guard the town and 1 authotized himhirn
to take command ofodthethe legion ha reported
to mime afterwardsardsarda taathehe called out the le-
gion for inspectioninSpeCtolloil and that upon two hours
notice of them allali of
them armedand this after ithefee public arms
had beeniben awentaken away from thamahm se it appears
that they had a sufficiency of private arms for
any ablaable purpose 1

after thetha smiths hadhid been arrested on thotha
new charge of treason the justice ofor the peace
postponed the examination because neither cftfththe parties werdwere prepared with their witnesses
for trialtriai in the meantime he committed them
to the jailjall of the county for greater sesecurityentity

in all this matter the of the peace
and constable humblebumble in office were
actingactins in a hhighfth and independent capacity far
belond

i
any legallegai power in me to control I1

coconsidered thattie executive power could only
becbeebe tiledcalled in to assist and not to dictate or
control their action thattint inin thothe humble sphere
oi their duties they were asS independent and
clothed with ashegh ruthauthrithut horityonty bybythethe law as
thedhe executive department and that my pro
yincevincet wasw as simply to aid with the force of
the state

it isla true that so far agag I1 ccouldouid prevail on
them by advice I1 endeavored todo so tha
prisoners were not in military custody or pris
onera of war and I1 could no more legally concou

t


