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Prices Maintained, Mean
Good Proﬁts to Growcr.

DBRIEBF review of the livestock
situation in Utah may not
prove to be a thrilling tale to
some, but the story is never-

theloss of great interestio a great many
If for no other reason than that it has
1o do with one of the greatest Indus-
tries of the west, and in the natlon
Utah ocuples o most important station
in this matter, supplying, as the state
does, o eonsiderable portion of the
country with beef, mutton and pork, to

siyv nothing of wool and the business

eiven  to shippers, jobbers, packing
houses and the railroads,

Ciah and adjheent  cattle  raising
ctntes oecupy 4 rather unigue position
with relation to other parls of this
hir country in the matter aof cattie

Jdeing in that, wwhile elsewhere Lhere

pern o mavked shortage in produc-
dropping off in prices the
been just the opposite

tion and a
condition has
here,

11 the big eastern markets there has
Leen a shrinkage of receipts and the
deficit in the number of head of cat-
tie will approximate, by the end of the

yeur, it is estimated conser-
vatively, one million  head. "This
condition ig indicated by the

mavket  receipls. This means A
falling off of six hundred millions of
pounds of beef. The falling off in sheep
{s more than compensated for by the
gain in hogs and the three, beef, sheep
and hogs make up the supply of tho
country.
BETTER PRICES.

The prices maintained this year have
Ween somewhat higher than those of
ast vear, in this and adjacent states,
and the maintenanee is insured by the
ever inercasing demand coming from
the coast cities, They draw more par-
ticulurly in the winter months for more
cattlo and this demand comes  from
San Dicgo on tife south to as far as

Victoria won  the north, Scattle and
ather Sound points,  Ho, while there
has been i shortage in the castern

markets, g indicated above, there has
been in dneroase in Utah, better prices
have been nmaintained, facilitics  for
handling the product improved, ranges
fn splendid conditfon and the situation
goenerially excelient.  Thero are many
reagons for this state of affairs, The
west §s growing.,  \While the ranges
have been somewhat depopulated the
increased feeding in Utalh has made
the supply of finished stuff better than
they can get Joeally in the territory
referred (o,

Dry lot feeding, which means both
halanced | rations and execlugive hay
focding, has trobled in the last five
vears until within the boundary lines
of the state and adjacent valleys of
neighboring states within a radius of
156 mileg, there are now heing fed by
farmers and speculators, for beef, fully
27,000 head of cattle. The steer end of
thiv string went into the lots at a
probable average cost of $3.26 per hun-

dred this year as compared with $3 in
1907, and the bulk of the cattlo or feed
stock is made up of steers rather than
COWH,

MARKET OUTLOOK.

The sales which are being made at

thiz time range in price at a _l?\'nl
with sales a yoar ago, namely, $3.75 to
¢4 per hundred, the Jatter being pald
for Christias stuff. Tat cows at three
cents with the best bringing 3.
" he year's turn off for this stata has
heen in excess of the number marketed
Iast year and the output for the com-
ing year will undoubtedly exceed the
present turn oft

"0 HOMT CONSUMPTION,

At one time a great deal of the
Utah cattle found a market in the east,
anid of course some of it does NOW,

but not £o much as heretofore for the
reason that there is o big demand for
the product nearer home. Ratle changes
during the last five yeirs huve been
favorable to local zcenters,

Those who used (o ship east, many of
them, now hold their stuff for the
coast a2 needed and there is a greater
demand for western packing.

There are many conditions now fa-
varable to the live stock industry, one
of which is a plentiful supply of carg
There has been a marked increase of
new equipment and the old cars have
peen replaced by new and larger ones
and the produce is now shifted faster
thian ever before. In Utah this year
there has been an increase in cattle
and in the yaluation. The rapidly
growing hog industry becoming a
most important factor in the economics
of the state and the business of horsa
rivising ig developing along vight lines.
High priced stallions have been shivped
{nto the siate and the colts are of the
finest breed with prices high,  The
shicop industry is (reated elsewhere in
thia paper but the livestock situation
generally in this state is most prom-
ixing. As an indication of the growth
of this industry it is only necessary to
call attention to the packing plants
that are in operation in various west-
ern cities.  Take those of Colorado,
and Utah for instance. They are all
working full blast. The local plant is
killng more than 800 cattle and over
2,000 hags per month, The Ogden
plant Is also doing well,

BETTER GRASS THIS YEAR,

At one time, it is estimated, there
wore at least a million head of cat-
tle in this state but heuvy shipping
brought that number way down but
they are now bullding up again, The
physicnl conditions thiy year atre most
favorable as there is better grass and
plenty of water. While there has been
an inerease in Utuh of the livestock
praduction It has also been of super-
jor grade and there Is o splendid prom-
jse for the future. The ranges are in
splendid shape, the cattle of Thigh
grade, prices good, shipping facilities
good, an equalization in the matter of
rateg, a reduction in the cost of ship-
ping by reason of the fact that there is
a greater demand nearer home than
ever before and the constantly en-
l1arging packing industry,

is

S 1X Miﬂlon for

Utah i

‘Wool and Mutton.

HIZ panfe which struck the na-
tion early in the year now
drawing to @ cloxe had a detri-
mental effect on all branches of

business and, of course one of the most
fmportant industries of the state suf-
fered in consequence but not the effect
ot first feared. Referciiee is made to
the most important hranch of Utah's
Tive stock interests, namely, sheeprais-
ing and wool growing.

While thig important industry suf-
fered and received a severe shock the
blow was by no means fatal and per-
manent recovery {from the injury is
coming so fast that it may be said it

has already arrived, and sheep men of
the state are jubllant over future pros-
pects,

While it is true that In point of
prices paid for mutton and wool the
business for 1908 does not come up to
the standard reached in 1907, the sheep-
men  gained many advantages and
when the future is taken into consider-
ation the logses will really amount to
no losses at all.  Although prices were
better last year than they have been
this, vet the market this year has been
larger, the facllities for handling the
product have been better, more lambs
were ready for spring shipment, the
sheepmen have had better protection,
the stock raised has proved to be of
superior grade, the industry is on a
firmer, more sSane and business like
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SOURCE OF STEADY INCOME.

PPIAINIIS S,

NAAY A,

AL

XX XX

s

Oalay

"o

Py,

.
"’

KD

-,

.98,
GaXaX e

.
'

Yo,

o,
"

.,
s

Yo

o,
X3

>

oo

3
o

)

(XXX

.
&

o

oo

i

oo

e Coed

REXAXRECN

RERX

o9

.,
*'

2% eatartenes®
XIRDEDE

e v A A

basis than ever before, and only one
thing can happen to cause drooping
spivits among those who have em-
barked in the enterprise of sheep rajs-
ing, and that is a lower tariff—some-
thing the sheepmen fear tar worse than
they do an epldemic of scab.
IMPROVIED CONDITIONS,

The present year has seen a nost
marked improvement in the sheeprais-
ing business, not perhaps from & finan-
cial standpoint, that is, so far as
profits nre concerned for thée present
year, but in the matter of improved
conditions generally.  What differences
may have existed among ralsers, shecp
commigsioners and government officials
have been smoothed over and now
there (g practically no possibility of
friction between them, An Intelligent
effort was made carly in the year to
avoid any trouble in the future, to
afford protection to all, to got things
working in a more systematic manner
and the efforts have proved successful.
Utah flockmasters are working hand in
hand with those of sister states until
all recognize that each and every one
will bo befited by co-operation.

This year it was determined not to
try to break records In the number of
flocks but rather to break recovds In
better flocks, and to keep up the good
work, Lagt year there wag a shortage
in cars for shipping; this year there
has been no complaint on that score,
T.ast year there was  trouble over
“seab,”” while this yeir that disagreoe-
able feature has been practically elim-
fnated, ‘Che ranges and reserves ars
in better condition than horctofore and
the market for the Utah product has
bheen enlarged.

REVENUE CUT DOWN.

Im 1907, it is estimated, the sheep-
men - received  $6,000,000  for their wool
and mutton, The figures for this year
will not reach that tetal, but will be
about $4,000,800, as the profits de-
preciated aboul 20 per cont on wool
and mutton on account of the lowering
prices.  According to one of the best
local authorities on the industry, at
least 1,000,000 lambs were ready for
shipment during the spring of the pres-
ent yvear, but there wvas a falling off of
about 10 per cent because those who
could hold their stock for better prices
did so. The lowering of prices, as said
bhefore, was due to the panfic and the
further fact that last year buyers se-
cured all they could get hold of and dld
not buy o much this year.

$15,000,000 POUNDS OF WOOI..

In 1907 the prices paid at the shear-
ing stotions ranged from 18 to 25 cents.
This year the price fell to between 10
and 16 cents, the average being 12 cents.
The yecar of 1907 saw in the neighbor-
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hood of $2,826,482 worth of flecces shorn,
the average yield being sevén and o
half pounds per sheep. This vear the
figures reach a little less, or $2,150,000.
Last year the wool crop was about 16,-
285,374, This year it Is about 15,000,000
pounds.

One good feature of Utah sheep rais-
ing Is the fact that the ownerg have
adopted a more systematic plan of
grazing. In the sunmmer time the sheep
men know where to send their flocks
and the lands and reserves have been
greatly improved, and consequently
better results are obtained, It jg sald
that on the reseryes there is room for
more sheep and the rescrves and winter
rangeg are repoted to bhe in splendid
condition,

RANGE IN GOOD SHAPRE,

Recently Secy. C. 13, Stewart of the
Utah State assoclation returned from
a trip to Wyoming and to the Uipntah
reservation, and he gays that the ranges
and reserves are not overstocked at
the present thme, He says thal the
snowfall in western Wyoming and Uin-
tan has been light and of not =such
character as to prevent the sheep from
grazing,

Another favorabie feature is the fact
that the government quarantine has
practically been raiged and the scab
problem has, {t might be said, been
solved,  The pest, according to Mr,
Stewart, is now under control and
there is but very little in the state,
Experience has taught the sheepmen to
dip their sheep at least once each
yoar because they recognize the value
of It and now there are none of the
restrictions or regulations that arve det-
rimental to the sheepmen.

During thie previous vear sheep com=-
missioners and government inspectors
welit among the woolgrowers and saw
to it that the dipping process was car-
ricd out. Now thig is not necessary
as the sheepmen have waged i war
upon scab and wherever It is discov-
ered it is promptly stuomped out. The
in.erest the sheepmen have taken in
thig matter has been the saving of
thousands of dollars to thenm,  Natu-
rally, the improvement in shesp means
an improvement in wool.

OUTLOOIK OR NEXT YEAR.

A marked increase is expected next
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yvear. The improved stock and the
better shipping facilities will naturally
atiract more buyers and the fact that
sheepmen can be a little more inde-
pendent than heretofore will mean
bettor prices. It will not be long he-
fore the markets will send out thelfr
buyers to meet the sheepmen at their
corrals, where deals will bo closed.

Much good has heen accomplished
since the organization of the Utah
Woolgrowers' associatlon, a corpora-
tion. It was organized in January of
the present yvear, for the protection
of the wool industry of the state. 1ts
oflleers consist of 15, H, Callister, pres-
fdent; John M. Seely, vico president;
C. B. Stewart, secretary and treasurer,
and 28 divectors from all parts of the
state.,  This association hayg accom-
plished o great deal in the matter of
traflic  rates on wool and lambs to
market; it also sont  delegates to
Washington to labor for the defeat of
the Burkett land leasing bill, which
offorts were suceessful.  “If this bill
haed  mot  been  defeated,’” said Mr.
Stewart, “it would have practically
ruined every sheepman in this part
of the country.” The association also
established  the wool storage movo-
ment so wool could be stored in Phila-
delphia and not sold al o sacrifice, and
thus, those who could held their pro-
duect receiyved from 8 to b cents more
than first offered them. It was the
success of the Utah movement that
brought the national convention here.
The next convention of the national
association is scheduled for Jan. 14, 15
and 16, at Pocatello, when more than
1,000 delegates will be present and
it is expocted that moany measures
along the lines indicated will be adopt-
od for the, permanent good of the
sheepmen.

As to markels for the Utah product,
Mr. Stewart says that while Los An-
goles handlex a considerable amount
of winter mutton, there 18 a ready sale
of mutton and wool] in Omaha, Chica-
go, Kansas City and St, Joseph.

So, summing up the situatlon in
Utah, while there has been a falllng
off of prices and profits in 1008 as
compared with the previous year, bet-
ter stock is raised, more protection is
afforded and the prospects are de-
cidedly bright unless, as Mr. Stewart
says, the tariff Is reduced.”

Sheep and Wool Interests

Owners With Hcadquarters in Salt Lake City Add Grcntly
To the prcstigc of This Important Business.

Among the more important and ex-
tensive industries of the western states,
and especially of Utah, Idaho and Wy-
oming, is the sheep and wool business.
Conspicuous among the men who are
keeping this interest before the coun-
try becouse of thelr able and intelligent
suecess in handling sheep and produc-
ing wool are a number of enterprising
Salt T.ake sheepmen and financiers who
devote much time and careful study to
sheep and wool.

There are three notable companies
ecngaged in this business in Utah, Idaho
and Wyoming, who make their officlal
headquarters in this city, and 2 briof
description of each will be of Interest
to the thousands of readers of the
Christmasg News, telling  of fhe many
intelligent inducements the West, offers
investorsa. ; e

AUSTIN BROS. ASS'N.

One of the more important campanies
is the Austin Bros.’ Association, sheep
growers and dealers in wool, with $150,-
000 paid up capital. This company
ranges throughout the hills and valleys
of Idahe, where the sheen gel rich
pasturage and the lambs grow strong
and fat for early market. The com-
pany was established some five years
ago as a corporation. Have this year
gome 27,000 sheep on the range and
handle 15,000 feeders for market each
geason. The wool product from this
bunch of sheep goes Lo about 189,000
poundsg, all of which is shipped to east-
ern markets and brings satisfactory
prices because of the quality.

The officers of this company are:
Mark Austin, president; Heber Austin,
vice president, and Ceo. A, Smith, sec-
retary and treasurer. The management
of the company is vested in Thomas
1. Austin, an experienced shepman
who knows every detail of the sheep
and wool business from the time the
lamb comes until the wool is clipped,
and the old sheep later sold for mutton
—n practical man with that long experi-
ence that hegets knowledge.

HEBER LAND AND LIVESTOCIK.

The Hebor Land & Livestock com-
pany is next with a capital of $200,000,
with $100,000 paid in. This company
owns about 20,000 head of sheep; have
their own extensive ranges in Wyoming
and Utah for spring and winter, where
the fine stock grows fat and the wool
gets soft and fleecy on the rich grasses
of that section. This company produces
about 140,000 pounds of wool this sea-
son. The officers of the Heber Land
& Livestock company are: John E.
Austin, president; Mark Austin, vice
president; Geo. A. Smith, secretary and
treasurer; Johin Austin, a well known
sheep and cattle man is manager of
this company, and few men know the
ranges of Utah and Wyomlng as does

he. Under his management the com-

pany has been prosperous for the past
five years, and has a bright future.

AUSTIN & SONS LIVESTOCK CO.

Austin & Sons TLivestock company,
also operating In Utah and a portion of
Wyoming, is another important com-
pany, which was established about a
year ago, with a paild up capital of
$106,000, is now numbered among the
successfui companies handling sheep
and wool In the west. The officers of
the company are: Geo, Austin, presi-
dent; Andrew M. Austin, vice presi-
dent and manager; and Geo. A. Smith,
secretary and treasurer. Thig com-
pany have their own spring and sum-
mer ranges in Utah and Wyoming, and
like the other companies, have adequate
ranges with what rights they have
on the government regervations. Tho
company have 15,000 sheop, and pro-
duced about 105,000 pounds of wool thig
season, adding to the wool crop of thig
gection in a most substantial manner,

Both the Austin companies and the
Heber Land and TLivestock company
are closely affiliated and have been fop
some years, The business of all threa
companies Is handled practically under
the personal supervision of tho Austin
family, each of whom is a practical
sheep man; from father to son thoy
have ranged the hills of Utah, Idaho
and Wyoming for many years, knowing
every water hole, every rich valey and
each foothill where grass grows. They
are men who have made a practical
suceess of the business through that
intimate knowledge necessary to suc-
cess.  They are well liked and popular
with all who know them as men of
honer, brains and ability in the sheep
and wool buslness. 2

George A. Smith, tho secretary and
treasurer of the three companies is a
business man of Salt Lake City, thor-
oughly familiar with the executive end

of the sheep and wool trade. He has
handled the genral business of the
company slnce the inceptlon of the

corporations. His knowledge and abil-
ity has been proved and demonstrated
in a most substantial manner. Mr.
Smith is aiso interested in other large
industries that ave making hlstory for
the west along development Mdnes,

IKnowing the valus of the best strain
of sheep the Austing have made it a
personal feature of their herds to so-
cure the best rams that could be had,
and bhave recently purchased to head
their large flocks a number of magnifi-
cent cotswold imported rams, said to
be the finest ever brought to this
country, costing from $125 to $500 each.
They also have a number of fine Lin-
colng, a strain of high class sheep
which are in the record breaking class
for honors as producers.

A number of the cotswolds and ILin-
colng now owned by the three comn-
panies under the Austin management
are noted us the leading prize winning
rams exhibited at the last state fair
which are said to be the classiest nl;
their Kind ever brought to the west.
These animals now head the flocks of
the companies on the ranges of Titan
Idaho and Wyoming and will do much'
to aid in increasing the value of tha
animals and of the wool production
during coming years,

Big Strides 1n Poultry
Industry of the Sta‘ce

OULTRY fanclers and poultry

rajgers havo devoted w consid-

erable portion of the yeur to ths

study of the theory of breeding
and interbreeding with the end in view
of producing a quality suited to the
climato, With a great many breeders
who look to tho commercial side ot
poultry raising, the Salt Lake market
still has to draw for ity supply from
esstern  gETowers.
that the Utnh
change. Thaoy
majrkets supplled

men are trying to
want to see the Utah
with Utah  bivrdls,
This is a difficult proposition from
more than one standpoint, In the first
place, the Utah climate, say poultry
ralsers, 1s not adapted to raising the
more common varicties of birds and for
one other reason Interurban communi-
cation with towns near Salt Lake City,
the natural market center, hag not
roached the stage where the birds may
be sent to market in anything like the
way they are hoping will obtain in a
very short time, Express and freight
charges on small consignments are
prohibitive, they say, too, and to bring
them 60 milesg or more in wagons is far
from profitable, So they dre looking to
two principal changesd in the situation:
First, thoy are looking for that artifi-
cial breed that is best adapted to this
climate and thon they ane looking for
the opening up of interurbin c¢om-
munication with the rural districts in
cloge proximity to Salt Lalko Clty. This,
they say, will solve the quostion for all
time. If the two combine, the Utah
poultry raisers will be in the exact sit-
uation they are looking forward to;
if elther one of these conditions pre-
vailg, then the situation is cleared up,

but there will still bo something to
hope for,
In tho development of the poultry

situation, the breeders of fino birds who
conslder mercly the commercial sido of
the proposition are close friends of
the fancier. The fancier who breeds
flne birds only from the love of tho
birds and who is interested in the re-
gults he obtaing from the inter-breed-
ing merely as results—a fad in shorter
phrasing—is watched with keen inter-
est by the poultry raisers, It is often
the tesult obtained by the fancier
which glves the breeder the “find"
he has been swalting forr for many
months, It I8 upon the suggostion of
the fancier that many suecesses of act-
ual poultry raiging for markel have
been founded,

RHODI ISLAND REDS.

Now the result of development of
chickans in Utah hug been in the unan-
imous decision that the Rhode Island
Reds are the nearest approach to the
ideal that has s0 far appedared asg the
result of careful interbreeding. This
prince in his clasgs combines the quali-
ties most sought In » market chicken:
The hen has the laying quality, the
activity thut is needed to hunt for its
food, the weight for market. The aim
of fanciers was to got a chicken with
the welght of the Asiatic and the
egg producing qualities of the Mediter-
ranean. In its day, popularity has fol-
lowed down the line from the Plym-
outh Rocks to the laeghorns, thence to
the White Wyandottes and now to the
Rhoda Island Reds.

Thus step by stop progression has
been noted {n the exhibits made at tha
stato fairs. A few years ago all in-
terest centered in the Barred Plymouth
Rocks and the White varioty in the
samo cluss, 'Then came the Leghorns,
brown and white. 'These were thrifty
in the laying of cggs, but were light In
weight. Then came the Wyandotltes
with bulk and also with a fair egg-lay-
ing propensity. Now it is the Rhod»
Island Red and In it is combined the
jdeal desired: eggs and welght in the
same bird, The time has not far passed
when breeders would say that a fat
chicken would not lay eggs and that
an egg-laying chicken could not be a

This 18 ono thing

TYPICAL RHODE ISLAND Ry
ROOSTER.

fat one.  Now conditlons scep :
changed.  The Brahma, lunln;to;:laf,\'
vorite because of its uvordupois is m;b
succeeded by the Rhode I.sl:n'uf 1:.?7
because of this quality, and (he 1,5‘,'1
horn’s procllvity in the ropr.;:ln.-iim ?'.
its kind is to be found at
marked a degree in lts rod fenthersy
rival.  Tha exhibits at the Ing Ht'xil

fair showed this to he true in m:LrI:png
degree in all Interest for the comir

yoar will probably bLe centered in alﬁ
effort to make the Red a4 more popula

bird and also to improve his qu;llm‘r
as a factor in the markoet, el

LEGISLATURE MAY ACT,

A :-"nmc:\\'h:l,t peculiar condition eop.
fronting poultrymen that is a Positivg
and active menace to the industry 18
the thief. ‘This individual causes mopy
trouble in the ranks of the poullry mL':.
erg than even the fashionahle m{n-.une‘
known In the feathered tribe, At thy
coming session of the legislolure {hs
assoclation is Lo ask that the penal ondy
be s0 amended Lhat it will r!«-si'.:fmm
as a felony ranking with vohbery ang
burglary the stealing of chickens.  Th
association is going to ask that mor.
chants be required to keop a list of (%
poultry purchased by them, €o (hat thy
passage of a chicken from the coop fa
the table may be traced. 1In ;.ruvldlni
for the designation of stealing chickens
as a felony and the tracing of hy
birds, the assoclation belleves that o
of the greatest troubles known to the
Industry will be done away with,

Another matter that will he hrought
{o the atiention of the legislature is
the neéd of providing state aid in ihy
matter of chicken shows and exhibits,
The associatlon is going to call to ths
attention of the legislature that ar
and trades and Industries nve all recoge
nized with the exception of joultry
raising:  They are going to usk that
the state provide funds for annual
chicken fairs and shows and that jn
this way the matter of raising pouilry
within the state instead of shipping n
the market's supply from the east may
be stimulated. y

SUCCESSFUL SHOW,

The poultry show held in January of |
this year was beyond all doubt the
most successiul show held in the his-
tory of the association. Auother show
this year will be held and all indica-
tions are that the fruits of the efforts
now being.mado will be a success even
greater than that of the present year,
With the prospect of recelving stata
aid, the assoclation believes that great-
er interest will be evident among
breeders and fanciers and that the suc.
cess of the show Is now enc-halt won,
Under tho dlrection of its staff of ofll. .
cers the association 1s forging to ths
front with their “wagons hitched toa
star,”” belioving that - the year holds
much in store for them. The oflicers
of the assoclation are: Dr. Charleg T.
Plummer, president; J. L., Horne, first
vice prasident; George IN. Strickley,
treasurer; C. J. Saunder, secretary; §,
0. Day, J. M. Adams, Samuel Duncan
and Q. A. Speers, executive committen.
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Automobiles. .

“Seeing Salt Lake City”
Gars and Automaobiles.

a trip on one of the regular Seeing Cars or

Expert guide accompanies trip, who is
glad to answer all questions.




