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equal to an jotact of congress then con
gress not any power ta
repeal or the cuarterocncu arter cannot
chaddeabao ethethe ealiacapacitycity olathe church to
hold prproperty liemesasbayt
afif filatobog lais agteald inia this coun-

try
n

it I114 the rggovernment cannot
cliance taiTOG of a yiva te

s iuin tild8 act of incorporat-
ion or aon ra law existing at
ththe timae oi the incorporationincorporation the
powerpowe to hardge ip vas expresslyre
served fo the governgovernmentmeri t which is
not thetae case adre ftfe limitationlimi tatian
therefore toento enforceforte which provision
is13 here mamademagdisgeisJs void and aaa liot be
enforced

piepe question of the wife testifying
against herair 1 being iiaadu
brought udby the comcommitteewitte ka lively
discussion bringa out the argumentimeni
that as a alanflaada cannot be required to
testify against himselfhico bbisis witewife underander
thethae principle being mamadee
a partapart of himself cannot be produced
asoas a witness against him achandmr

the law has alwaysclassed murder
asmore debased and depraved than

polygamy or unlawful mar-
riage now why step down to a4 grade
of crimeme and pick out a subordinate
crime and make the wife a witness in
that subordinate crime when you will
not go to the fullfall length of extend us
her testimony to the higher one why
does the human mind shrink away from
one and not shrink away from the
other the more hideous and ghastly
the crime I1 the greater the aanda
necessity for making her an eligibleeligible
witness now this proposed law does

I1 noldonot do auyany suchguch thing as that this
bill contents itself with one particular
violation of law and in thabhat particular
cuecase makes her a witness and refuses
to make her a witness in the other
cuescases and I1 say when you do that you
express a distrust odtheof the very doctrine

to establish in the
particular easecase you have got to make
it universal in regard to crimes com-
mitted by tierher husband oreaseor else you ex-
press when youyew make it exceptional
yourboar distrust odtheof the principle in those
cases to which youyon do nounot apply it

in regardreg I1ard to th idea that in a 1I mor-
mon plural marriageariage a crime Is com-
mittedM by ther husband against the wife
is dissipated andad mr chandler con
eludes his aleaane addressaddresg with the fol-
lowing paragraph

theithe injuryjinlur y to6 her rights here is
purely constructive and just asas this co-
habitationatlon we speak ot is constructive
there is no injury donedohe liefbar
nor is her title affected and
so far as shelah assent to this matter
she rides assent so that ohp reason in
this case foror making the wife a witness
against the huab uaud becabecausetise of some
special injury falling upon the wife onob

jyy exists constructively ic doaa not
exist in realityfeality itft exists because we

it an injury to her she
does notjancyfancy it an injury to hathrandand
we I1

I1 I1lne tae injury and make it the
otof introducing herber she Is
because inia ouroar opinion an

injury is inflicted upon heijhet and not
because any violence has falaqfallen on her
person not because any legal invasion
of bearhenrightsYINats hasha taken place it is only
ideal now I1 say batthat if it be not a
sound principle jo0 o introduce the wife
iniii all criminal1I prosecutions against
the husband it is net wise ato make it
an exception in this case

much of the argument was eliciteliciteded
by the questions of vavariouspious members
of the committee the speaker being
thus drawn aside from the main thread
of hisbia addressadd reys but this proved of LLad9
vanta geto our cause and was t b
means of giving much ailight to the com-
mittee on the mormon atresquestiontion
the publication of the ariargument1 umentinin
full in a popular paper at the seat otof
government winwill gain for it an extexten-
sive

exi
hearing and it will add one more

leaf to the laurel of fam which no one
cancaa deny to the able lawyer who has
thus so vigorously championed the
cause otof an oppressed people

ANTI POLYGAMY constitu-
tional AMENDMENT

thimTHE text of a bill for a constitutionalnal
amendment dedeclaringclarin polygamypolygamy unlaw-
ful appears in our washington dis
patches IV is to be recommendedrecommenddd by
the judiciary committee of the finouse

on monday the dinst the object
is evident it is to commit the nation
as a whole on the plural marriage
question andana prevent the recognitiontion
of polygamy as any part of the public
policy also to extend to the states the
provisions now in force in the territ-
ories in relation to this matter
ltit is not unlikely in tilethe present con-

dition of the public mind that the
amendment will be adopted people
are not disposed to be rational in the
consideration of this lmimportant sub-
ject Prprejudiceeudice rules and pre-
vails these drive out reason and pre-
vent sound judjudgment iriin the desire td
put down mormon marriagemar the
country ib not unlikely to lose sighp otof
the right of each state to regulate its
domestic affairs without interference
from the federal government

by the adoption of such an amend-
ment to the constitution the statesstags
the people0p le will relinquish one more of
the featuresiea tures thatthai distin-guishdistinguish the de-
mocraticmo cratic system of this great union it
will be a surrender of one of the prin-
ciples of local self government eachach
individual state nownovy possesses the
right in itself to dddetermineermine what
its domestic relations shall be and
lioydbo marriage shall be reregulatedj upon

its own domain it may establish
or forbid it suso fafar dsas secu-

lar law tancan interfere with the inarriage
relation any state in the loiou may
if it so letdemine inakemak plural mar
ridge legal v ithie its ovownm borders it
may also declare itillegiaitililllesalegil but itif thischiy

ro posed amendment shall hebe adopted
that power will be voluntarily given
up antand the NaLinationaloual gov er will
have power to reguregulatetato so80 muchmach of the
domestic relationslationsic of the several
states

it would be a step in the wrong diorec
tion the tendencytensteno ency nonownovv is to
zizattionionio0 tiietae absorption byb the federal
power of many otof those rights reserved
to the states respectively or to the
people it is a downdownwardwara movement
the integrity of vaetie american system
can only be preserved by the mainte-
nance of abote individual rights that
belong to the respective statesStatesandand a
correspondingrespondingcoi preservation with econ-
stitutional

on
restrictions of tilethe powers

conferred upon the general govern-
ment the balance should not be
disturbed the should not
be destroyed

the surrender of this right mamayy
prove the stepping stone to the acqui-
sition by the federal authority of other
powers inin the same direction it
is true that this amendment en-
deavors to guard against the exercise
of national authority over marriage
and divorce in general but it is ita
throwing down of the barriers which
the constitution has interposed be-
tween tilethe federal authority and the
risnesagats of the Stastatestei and is dangerous
forfoi that reason it N ahe one false
step which the adage says will ever
lead to more

it will introduce into all the states
the interference of united states
courts officers and juries with the
domestic relations of the people and
judging by the abuses which thinthe

of united states laws
on this subject has inflicted upon
utah we may reasonably conclude
that it will ultimately work mischief
in the states each commonwealth
has now the power to regulate this
matter for itself and the surrender of
this right national government
would be hostile to the spirit of tutrue
demoedemocracyracy

the only pretext foxfor the movement
is the plural marriage of the morimor
mons 11 and when the fact is clearly
exhibited that about twelve thouthousandsana
people all told are oroi have been en-
gaged in toethe practice of thatopt system
solely under religious regregulations41 afton the
fear that sixty millions ot people will
be injuriouslyinjuriousiv affected by it unless it
is placed undercinder the power and banati of
the whole nation seems extravagantlyaly
absurd I1

the language the marriage rela-
tion by contract or in fact is worded
especially to reach the relationship
formedformedunderunder the mormonfill system
and the whole amendment carefully

any improper associations of the
sexes outside of the marriage relarelationtiou
for these reasons it is likely to be
popular and we shall notnol be much
surprised to see it become part of the
supreme law of theafa land of the free
and the home of civil andland relireligiousious
liberty

the foregoing was crowded out of
our columns on saturday evening

it will be seen byaby a dispatch thatthai the
joint resolution proproposing ththe consti-
tutionaltut ional amendment waswas depoireportedted to
the house of representatives from the
judiciary committee todayto day

ALARMING revelations
THE dispatches furnifurnishsli some inter-
esting reading A short time since the
couiicountrytry was startled by tile murderous
outrages of anarchists in chicago the
revelation of the existence of an
adroitly devised and fiendish conspira-
cy to make that city a scene of carnage
and destruction is still more alarming

a
yond the confines of the merely possi-
ble and places it within the circle of
the probable the1110 diabolic plot did
not carry iii the instance referred totd
but that future

r attempts ori
the same nature wiltwill always
missmisi fire is exceedingly doubtful
while the anarchist element exists
and grows the future prospects tireare
blackened wita frightful probabilities
boxttor t ayiy are sure to prosecutepros beute the work
onn aheyhey navehave set their hearts
N i who has the welfare of the

0 t can read the state
ormkaptaintain ychaack without a

t1 on foreboding neither do
aterAptsits stand alone but are

s imed details discovered by dif-
f i finddualsduals aside from the facts
0 AS8fa begins 0eoo luoklook as if there was
so behinething in the theory of the author
of an a InOus

entitledti
I1 thee pall of ihfe great

Repe hicl t chicago would be the
lafuree scatcat 610 anarchical conspiracy
the facts of the chicagochicadoP conspiracy
taken alone would not be any great
cause of national fear it canart be
dissociated however from the situa-
tion of nearly every large citrin the
union in of them exists to a
dangerous degree the same element that
is fomenting disturbance and blood-
shed enere the successful conduct
of one anarchical plot in anyanhof of them
would be apt to cause destruction to
become epidemic so to and
spread from one part of the country to
another until itpassed beyond the con-
trol of either the civil or military
power

the dayodayof approaching calamity has

been frequently pointedpointedoutout in these
columns the elein enta ol01 destruction
midand deSOldesolationatWil are
they aulwul continue in our
to gatherathir inia bulk audand torceforce until
there be an oveoverwhelmingrahel I1ning

that aulwul shake the itIletepupublicblie
centre to circumference theonly wayika of escape is by tile nation

going down into the depths of humil-
ity and repentance by and byy events
will titranspireauspinre that willvill cause theetke coun-
tryry to hayehave its handlohands so lullfull thatatiat seek-
ing to harass oppress and destroy the

cormonsmormonsMor mons wall be lost sight of for a
season

SHALL OBEY GODgob RATHER
THAN MAN

WFWE publishishi todayto day the reply of the
mormon inmates of the peniten-

tiary to governor bests address it
will be remembered that after a con

with apostle lorenzolorenze snow
the governor made a speech to the
prisonersprisoneis sentenced under the ed-
munds law and expressed the wish
that they would consider his offer and
postpone a4 reply until they had taken
time torfor reflection they have acted
upon his desire and now their answer
is given to the public

ll11 is just what might have been rea-
sonably expected the signers com-
prising all the mormon5 prisoners
now in the penitentiary unite in senti-
ments of gratitude to the gov-
ernor for his kind intentions
but they cannot consistently make the
promiseromise which he urgesuresur es them to giveynin the first place obedienceobedience to the
lawaslaw as construed by the courts is too
indefinite no one knows what that
really means todayto day or may mean to-
morrow tha governor didaid not

it andabid the varied oiof
the prisoners in regard to it are suff-
icient to make them careful in refer-
enceence to promises for its different and
contrary constructions by the courts
navehave caught them in the toils of tech-
nicalities and arbitrary rulings3 with-
out a parallel and there is no telling
what a promise suchsuch as iiss required
wouldwoul implydimply

in the second place they arearc
under sacred covenants with god and
their wives which they cannot break
without doing violence to their honorbonor
their eternal contractsconti acts their religion
and their god under the latest con-
structionst tiou odtheof the courts such
would coyer them with infamy and
would not be made by any man with
ILa spartiparticlecle of self respect it would
involve the most heartless cruelty to-
wards wives and children dependentdepe
uponthem for support and solace and
would if carried outoat place them below
the savages in the scale brutalityof y
no wonusr that they prefer perpetual
imprisonment to such dishodishonor

the reply isia respectful sincere and
straightforward yet firm and vigovigorous
and shows no sign oft weakness or in-
decision any discerning person whoawho
reads it will credit the signers for the
couragecouragee of conviction and the
qualities that cause heroicherdic men
to suffer rather than recant
we hope it will be brought to the at-
tention of0 the president and his cab-net

cabi-
net and the leading men of this great

i nation that they may see the position
in which most arbitrary interpreta-

tions of an unjust enactment have
placed men who are not criminal in
their desires or dispositions and have
only been made to appear in that light
bbyleirmeasureses framed against a part of
ttheir rreligionelt I1

questionbueti to or
to man when divine and human laws
conflict is an important one and can
only be decided by the individualia
whose faith and acts springspringinghig

are bronbroughtglit to investigation he
must choose torfor himself he must
take tile consequences of diso-
bediencebedi ence to either ought not to
be enacted which ininfringe upon per-
fect religious liberty when that
liberty does not invade the freedom of
others or deprive others of rights that
are natural or acquired these millmen
choose totoffeyey god rather than nianman
and woul rather suffer the conse-
quences of alleged infraction of spe-
cial secular law framed and interpre-
ted to catch them in their religion than
to disobey almighty god aandud risk the
eternal penalties for wilful transgres-
sion

we belvebelieve that every ilhonestonest and
conscientious man would take the
same course under similar circum
stances it there is a man in the coun-
try private or official who would not
he is either a coward or a hypocrite
before those who without thinking
clamor fodfo obedience to the law lisas
construeconstruedad by the courts make any
more odaries agagainst these prisoners
or the mormonscormonsMor mons generally they
should understand the situation

here arrarn men who are convinced be-
yond doubt that god has made of them

tairi requirements this conviction
has passed beyond the sphere of sim-
ple belief I1IEL is rooted in their hearts
as firmly as the sense of existence A
law has been framed against this es-
tablishment of their religion and pro-
hibitinghi the treefree exercise thereof 11

that law is so construed as to ststrikekeweirat the essentially relireligiousious part of weir
eonconductduct the promise they bareare re

give comprehends anahreean agree-
ment not to do something which they
are under religious obligations to per-
form it goesgocs behind the i carnal
worldly and social conditiconditionsoRs which
human laws attempt to regulate and
reachesreachesthethe domain of the spiritual
the devotional the eternal

understand it is not enough that

some of these conscientious men
have endeavored to keep the human
law as they it audandas every
atialii utof otlAordinarynary under
baud it aud ali tilethe same elme notnob vio-
late their reliareligiousalous obligations the
demand that iai made upon them im-
plies a sugeguenderyu enderrider of their leally to god
raey must utterly repudiate and eastcast
onoff the wives with jaoin toeythey have
made an eternal sacred and reaniousious
contract separationSeo from them in a
carnag sensesene is not sufficient they
must tratrample upon their solemn vows
and the commandments of theme most

god as well as upon the tender
est feelings of the human heart andaad
wreck for life the happiness of devoted
women and or be
thrust into a loathsome prison they
take the prison rather than liberty
at the price demanded and so would
tveveryery bingrefmc re and honorable man jew
or gentile 11 mormon or mohamme-
dandan Alemethodistthodis or
lielic or protestantfro

let every reflecting person askak the
question whatwhal would 11I do if re-
quired to ohey god or bow downtodown to
man and there was no alternative it
may be objected aliah but I1 dont be-
lieve I1ina any lalawv of god with which the
ladof man conflicts perhaps not
but that is not the question supposesuppose
youjou did believe and leel thoroughly as-
sured without a doubt that you were
required of the almighty to do some-
thing that a human would
you hesitatetate forbearfor fear of what man could
ikdo if so would you not be a
coward or a rebel aagainstainest deity
it may be objected further wemwell
i cant conceive ofofa commandcommandoscom mandofof god
to break a law of the land but can
you not comprehend that god some-
times gives commands and man makes
laws in opposition thereto Is not
this I1thehe position which nashas formed theme
ground of every religious persecution
from time immemorial r lae
bible scanbean both the old new
testaments study the history of the
marmartyrstyis look furfor the grogroundund of the
persecutions against catholics or
protestants huguenotsHuguen or
Iuripuritanstans i r pilgrims it has always
been the ladoflaw of icianman against the law of
god all the inhuman crueltiescruel ties that
blacken the record of intolerance were
perpetrated in the name of law human
enactments against divine decdecrees or
secular force against religious con-
victionvic tion

if this mormon system was sub-
versive of human rrights if its devo
tees infringed upon the liberties of
other people itif they committed es-
sential crimes if they murdered
robbed maltreatedmal treated orr injured others
it they took other mens wives if they
compelled women to marry or do any-
thing else against I1 their will if they
took up arms i against the state or were
guiltyguilta of anything that is malura in 1seIe

there might be some ground for the
idea that they ought not to as
divine a religion that justified such
things but that system does nothing
of the kind rtft infringes upon no hu-
man rights andaad destroys no prin-
ciple necessary to the welfare
of society but produces harmony
and order morality and peace
when it comes to a choice of divine or
human law who can hesitate for ILa mo-
ment all that isii needed in a consci-
entious soul is a clear conviction of
what is human and what is divine the

I1 understanding reached fol-
low in favor of the divine evrew46 time40blackstone the great ex er joiof
the science of law sayssacs

upon these two foundations the
law of nature and the law of revela-
tion depend all human laws that I1is
to say no human laws should be suf-

i to contradict these
all just laws enacted by men are

based upon the principles that underlie
divine law BlackBlAcks storietoile says

these are the eternal immutable
laws of good and evil to which the
creator himselfhim self in all hishis dispensa

eionseions conforms and which he
has enabled human reason to
discover so far as they are
necessary for thothe conduct otof human
actions such among others are these
principles that wetoe should live hon-
estly should hurt nobody and should
render to every one his duedite to which
three general precepts JujustiniaJustistinnisniu s has
reduced the whole doctrine of law 11

there is nothing in the mormonbrinonAt
system which runs counter to these
three fundamental precepts and the
criminal law which punishes men for
anything inside of these rules is itself a
vialviolationatio of both divine and natural
law the notion that the marriage
system of the cormonsmormonsMor mons isaida menace
against society is a shallow invention
its pluralitypl feature is so guarded and
restricted that it can only apply to ad-
vanced members of the church and be-
longs to men who hold a defined grade
of priesthood it is not for the worldW

and its covenants are distinctly con-
fined to degrees within its otiown lim-
its they areaie sacred ecclesiastical and
exclusive and rightfully the secular
law should have no application to
themM

but whatever may be the atti-
tude of the country on this ques-
tion the latter day saints orer mor
mons cannot change their position
while they retaintain their faith and con-
victionsvicvict ionstiong Ssensible1 I people ought to see
this and also that force of any kind
must prove powerless to make that
change it never accomplished any-
thing of the kind it never will youyon
may shut up every mormon in prison
but that will not convert or convince
him it will only confirm his faith
deepen his convictions and strengthen
his determination to obey god rather
than raenmen A policy of kindness is

much more likely to kadacad to conditionsdesired by rational people than any mea
of vengeancevengeance trial caucan be cle

the reply of the prisonersrisonerg houldabald
conconvincevinee the thongthoughtfultaul throughout
this great thata great blunder
has beenbeed made in the merciless crusade
against the 6 mormonscormonsMor mons that hogoodno good
insults will accrue from it and thatthan a
conticontinuationauati on of the pressure will per-
petuate the mormon system arouse
resistance in the souls oflusof its adher-
ents repress the mature with a sense
of undeserved injury and breedinbreed ia the
rising generation that resentment
ailagainsta1 st injustice to their parents which
will1 1 bring forth usits natural fruits in
comincoming time that a peaceable people
shouldd be singled out to be punished
for their obelieobediencence to god when tthathat
obedience involves no harm to othersother
is one of the singular events of this
remarkable age in this wonderful
so called christian concountry

THE RONHONOLULU COconflagra-
tion

THE NEWS has already published some
particularsparticularA of the great fire which laid
a mmillion and a quarter worthyih of
property in ashes in honolulu and
rendered about one third of the in-
habitants homeless A friend has sent
usus the account gliengiven of the holocaust
by the hawaiian gazette which draws
a pra chic picture of the scene landand
gives many details ot interest that
have not yet appeared in american
journals

the broke out in ththe ssoap fac-
toryt6ry of a chinaman and had the chi-
nese in the neighborhood not been
seized with a panic in the outset
they might have been subdued inhf their
incipiency A police officer who

to be to
beat them out outbut he appealed in vain
for assistance from the cowardly mon
golgillansgo lianslans who were instantly seized with
consternation the consequence was
hat as there was a stiff breeze blowbl ow-
ing at the time eilyeasily passed
the point of control by the officer and
spread with marvelous rapidity leap-
ing from bUildbuildingfrig to buildbuildinghIg until
chinatown waswiLs practically wipedwipedoutout

most of themhd doomed structures being
composed of wood anehe area batheof the
burnt district was exceedingly large
and when tilethe colsumconsuminging element was
raging at its height looked likeefte a sea
of fire I1

the terror and interest of the affair
was increased by numerous explo-
sions

I1

of chinese bombombsbs andzansand cans of
kerosene large quanquantitiestitled otof which
having been kept in storage contrary to
law

valuable helpliel was given lhin subduing
the conflagration 1by theabe officersofficeWandand
men 0of a couple otof british war ships
the SatsatelliteiSateleliteite and Hoheroineroine they did

to preventfit the spread of the
namesflames to other districts in one in-
stance a gunner named spry was de-
tailed 0too blow up crib structure with

pounds of ppowder it became evievi
dent after the fuse had been lighted
that this would be unnecessary he
coocoolly talked ininto the room whetwhere the
powderet was and extinguished the fuse
this was done at the iimminentM miri ditt risk of
hihis life I1

it11 Is a rare occurredoccurrence for a kang to
be present at a fire in hisbis domdomainalix and
tak an active part in stopping the de-
vastationyai tation the goofgood Kalaikalakauakatia A1 thus

of inu the description of the
event

the king true to his instincts otof
an old fireman was promptly on handbaud
and personally directed thothe work on
MatinmaunakeaakeW street here he didaid ex
ellent work arldurengtag on thetha writingwilling

men and exerting himself toabeto the ut-
most to stay the work of the raging
flames again and again did the men
under his command strive to stay the
namesflames and again and again were they
driven back had the kingskingas minis-
ters possessed half the energy of the
king the fire might have been stayed
before sosn much havoc had been
wrought

the ground traversed byayt thete confra
gation covers the regionsregion bundbound by

and bethel streets and rose
lane on the waikiki sideadle by the

river on the ewa side dauka
on street by loves bakery
and by a line drawn from thence in-
cliningcill ning slightly northerly to the river
on the makai side by the well known

sailors romehome corner
i

of bethel and
merchant StreetsStreet thenceee bbyay a 11lineine run-
ning diagonally across to xingking street
bribridgega inaudiincludingtig eveneiren the atleattee jetty
built by the chinese ahefishermenamen atA this
point but omitting the buildings on
the cornercorne of and king streetsoccupied by mossman co crockeryebocker
and glassware C abong creethfreall

peacock and chilean co
the fire spreadpread kauka of the
rear walls of the Honhonoluluolula iron
works and thence on the total
suaudberaber of buildings both stores and
dwellings is reported as 63 thothe total
loss is estimated ata between
fifty and sixty acresacres of ground was
burned over and about people
chinese mostly have been rendered
homeless

the loss to insurance companies Is

this great fire is considered tobeto be one
odtheof the most appalling visitations to
which honolulu has been subjected in
herwhole historyso far as the destruc-
tion of property is concerned when
the extent of the calamity inIII that re-
gard is taken into account the absence
of casualties to life and limb Is almost
marselousmarvemarYlonselous


